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AMERICA  TAKES  UP  ARMS  FOR  SELF-DEFENSf 
AND  ARRIVES  AT  INDEPENDENCE. 


CHAPTER  I. 

AMEEICA   SUSTAINS   THE  TOWN   OF  BOSTON. 

May  1774. 

The  hour  of  the  American  revolution  was  come     The 
people  of  the  continent  obeyed  one  general  impulse,  as  the 
earth  m  spring  listens  to  the  command  of  nature  and  without 
the  appearance  of  effort  bursts  into  life.     The  movement  was 
qmckened,  even  when  it  was  most  resisted ;  and  its  fiercest 
adversaries  worked  mth  the  most  effect  for  its  fulfilment 
Standmg  in  manifold  relations  with  the  governments,  the  cult^ 
ure,  and  the  experience  of  the  past,  the  Americans  seized  aa 
their  pecuhar  inheritance  the  traditions  of  libertv.     Beyond 
any  other  nation,  they  had  made  trial  of  the  possible  forms  of 
popular  representation,  and  respected  individual  conscience  and 
thought.     The  resources  of  the  country  in  agriculture  and 
commerce,  forests  and  fisheries,  mines  and  materials  for  manu- 
factures, were  so  diversified  and  complete  that  their  develop- 
ment could  neither  be  guided  nor  circumscribed  by  a  govern- 
ment  beyond  the  ocean.     The  numbers,  purity,  culture,  indus- 
try, and  danng  of  its  inhabitants  proclaimed  the  existence  of 
a  people  rich  in  creative  energy,  and  ripe  for  institutions  of 
tJieir  own. 

They  refused  to  acknowledge  even  to  themselves  the  hope 
that  was  swelling  within  them,  and  yet  in  their  political  aspi- 
rations they  deduced  from  universal  principles  a  bill  of  ri..hts 
as  old  as  creation  and  as  wide  as  humanity.     The  idea  of  free^ 
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dom  had  always  revealed  itself  at  least  to  a  few  of  the  wiso 
whose  prophetic  instincts  were  quickened  by  love  of  their  kind 
and  its  growth  can  be  traced  in  the  tendency  of  the  ages.     In 
America,  it  was  the  breath  of  life  to  the  people.     For  the  lirst 
time  it  found  a  region  and  a  race  where  it  could  bo  professed 
with  the  earnestness  of  an  indwelling  conviction,  and  be  de- 
fended with  the  enthusiasm  that  had  marked  no  wars  but  thoso 
for  religion.     Wlien  all  Europe  slumbered  over  questions  of 
liberty,  a  band  of  exiles,  keeping  watch  by  night,  heard  the 
glad  tidings  which  promised  the  political  regeneration  of  the 
'vorld.     A  revolution,  unexpected  in  the  moment  of  its  com- 
ing, but  prepared  by  glorious  forerunners,  grew  naturally  and 
necessarily  out  of  the  series  of  past  events  by  the  formative 
principle  of  a  living  belief.     And  why  should  man  organize 
resistance  to  the  grand  design  of  Providence  ?    Why  should 
not  the  consent  of  the  ancestral  land  and  the  gratulations  of 
every  other  call  the  young  nation  to  its  place  among  the  pow- 
ers of  the  earth  ?    Britain  was  the  miglity  mother  who  bred 
men  capable  of  laying  the  foundation  of  so  noble  an  empire, 
and  she  alone  could  have   trained  them  up.     She  had  ex- 
celled all  the  world  as  the  founder  of  colonies.     The  condition 
which  entitled  them  to  independence  was  now  fulfilled.    Their 
vigorous  vitality  refused  conformity  to  foreign  laws  and  ex- 
ternal rule.     They  could  take  no  other  way  to  perfection  than 
by  the  unconstrained  development  of  that  which  was  within 
them.     They  were  not  only  able  to  govern  themselves,  they 
alone  were  able  to  do  so ;  subordination  visibly  repressed  their 
energies.     Only  by  self-direction  could  they  at  all  times  employ 
their  collective  and  individual  faculties  in  the  fullest  extent  of 
their  ever-increasing  intelligence.     Could  not  the  illustrious 
nation,  w'hich  had  gained  no  distinction  in  war,  in  literature,  or 
in  science,  comparable  to  that  of  having  wisely  founded  distant 
settlements  on  a  system  of  liberty,  willingly  perfect  its  benefi- 
cent work,  now  when  no  more  was  required  than  the  acknowl- 
edgment that  its  offspring  was  come  of  age  ?     Why  must  the 
ripening  of  lineal  virtue  be  struck  at,  as  rebellion  in  the  lawful 
sons  ?    Why  is  their  unwavering  attachment  to  the  essential 
principle  of  their  existence  to  be  persecuted  as  treason,  rather 
than  viewed  with  delight  as  the  crowning  glory  of  the  country 
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from  whicli  they  epning  ?  If  the  institutions  of  Britain  were 
80  deeply  fixed  in  its  usages  and  opinions  that  their  deviations 
from  justice  could  not  a.s  yet  bo  rectitiod  ;  if  the  old  continent 
was  pining  under  systems  of  authority  not  fit  to  be  borne  and 
not  npo  lor  amendment,  why  .  hould  not  a  people  bo  h'earfc- 
encd  to  build  a  commonwealth  in  the  wilderness,  where  alone 
It  was  offered  a  home  3 

So  reasoned  a  few  in  Britain,  who  were  jeered  at  "as  vision- 
ary en  husiasts."    Parliament  had  asserted  an  absolute  lordship 
over  the  colonies  in  all  cases  whatsoever,  and,  fretting  itself 
into  a  frenzy  at  the  denial  of  its  unlimited  dominion,  was  de- 
Btroying  its  recognised  authority  by  its  eagerness  for  more 
The  majority  of  the  ministers,  including  the  most  active  and 
reso  ute  were  bent  on  the  immediate  employment  of  force 
Lord  Nortii,  recoiling  from  civil  war,  exercised  no  control 
over  his  colleagues,  leaving  the  government  to  be  conducted 
by  the  several  departments.    As  a  consequence,  the  king  be- 
came the  only  point  of  administrative  union.     In  him  an  ai>. 
proving  conscience  had  no  misgiving  as  to  his  duty.     Ilig 
heart  knew  no  relenting;  his  will  never  wavered.     Thou.^b 
America  were  to  be  drenched  in  blood  and  its  towns  reduced 
to  ashes  though  its  people  were  to  be  driven  to  struggle  for 
total  independence,  though  he  himself  should  find  it  neces- 
eary  to  bid  high  for  hosts  of  mercenaries  from  the  Scheldt  to- 
Moscow,  and  m  quest  of  savage  allies  go  tapping  at  every 
wigwam  from  Lake  Huron  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  he  w.as  Z 
solved  to  coerce  the  thirteen  colonies  into  submission 

On  the  tenth  of  May  1774,  which  wa.  the  day  of  'the  acces^ 
sion  of  Louis  XYL  the  act  closing  the  port  of  Boston,  trans- 
ferring the  board  of  customs  to  Marblehead,  and  tlie  seat  of 
government  to  Salem,  reached  the  devoted  town.     The  king 
was  confident  that  the  slow  torture  which  was  to  be  applied  t! 
Its  inhabitants  would  constrain  them  to  cry  out  for  mercy  and 
promise  unconditional  obedience.     Success  in  resistance  could, 
come  only  from  an  American  union,  which  was  not  to  be  hoped 
for  unless  Boston  should  offer  herself  as  a  willing  sacrifice. 
The  mechanics  and  merchants  and  laborers,  altogether  scarcely 
80  many  as  thirty-five  hundred  able-bodied  men,  knew  tha^ 
they  were  acting  not  for  a  province  of  America,  but  for  free« 
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dom  itself.  They  were  inspired  by  the  thought  that  the  Provi- 
dence which  rules  the  world  demanded,  of  them  heroic  self- 
denial  as  the  champions  of  humanity,  and  they  never  doubted 
tlio  fellow-feeling  of  the  continent. 

As  soon  as  the  act  was  received,  the  Boston  committee  of 
correspondence,  by  the  hand  of  Joseph  Warren,  invited  eight 
neighboring  towns  to  a  conference  "  on  the  critical'  state  of 
public  affairs."     On  the  twelfth,  at  noon,  Metcalf  Bowler,  the 
speaker  of  the  assembly  of  Rhode  Island,  came  before  them 
with  the  cheering  news  that,  in  answer  to  a  recent  circular  let- 
ter from  the  body  over  which  he  presided,  all  the  thirteen  gov- 
ernments had  pledged  themselves  to  union.    Punctually,  at  the 
hour  of  three  in  the  afternoon  of  that  day,  the  committees  of 
Dorchester,  Roxbury,  Brookline,  Newton,  Cambridge,  Charles- 
town,  Lynn,  and  Lexington,  joined  them  in  Faneuil  Hall,  the 
cradle  of  American  liberty,  where  for  ten  years  the  freemen  of 
the  town  had  debated  the  question  of  justifiable  resistance. 
The  lowly  men  who  now  met  there  were  most  of  them  accus- 
tomed to  feed  their  own  cattle,  to  fold  their  own  sheep,  to 
guide  their  own  ploughs ;  all  were  trained  to  public  life  in  the 
little  democracies  of  their  towns ;  some  of  them  were  captains 
in  the  militia  and  oflScers  of  the  church  according  to  the  dis- 
cipline of  Congregationalists ;  nearly  all  of  thcra  communi- 
cants, under  a  public  covenant  with  God.    They  grew  in 
greatness  as  their  sphere  enlarged.     Their  virtues  burst  the 
confines  of  village  life.    They  felt  themselves  to  be  citizens 
not  of  little  municipalities,  but  of  the  whole  world  of  mankind. 
In  the  dark  hour,  light  broke  upon  them  from  their  own  truth 
and  courage.    Placing  Samuel  Adams  at  their  head,  and  guided 
by  a  report  prepared  by  Joseph  Warren  of  Boston,  Thomas 
Gardner  of  Cambridge,  and  others,  they  agreed  unar  i.iO'.Jriiy 
on  the  injustice  and  cruelty  of  the  act,  by  which  parllinu  >t)1:. 
without  competent  jurisdiction  and  contrary  as  well  to  uaturai 
right  as  to  the  laws  of  all  civilized  states,  had,  without  a  hear- 
ing, set  apart,  accused,  tried,  and  condemned  the  town  of  Bos- 
ton.   The  delegates  from  the  eight  towns  were  reminded  by 
those  of  Boston  that  that  port  could  recover  its  trade  by  pay- 
ing for  tar,!  iea  which  had  been  thrown  overboard ;  but  they 
held  it  un\Tort.uy  even  to  notice  the  offer,  promising  on  their 
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part  to  join  "their  Buffering  brethren  in  every  measure  of 
relief." 

The  meeting  knew  tluit  a  declaration  of  independence  would 
have  alienated  their  sister  colonies,  nor  hstd  they  as  yet  found 
out  that  independence  was  the  desire  of  their  own  hearts.  To 
suggest  nothing  till  a  congress  could  bo  convened  would  have 
seemed  to  them  like  abandoning  tlie  town  to  bleed  away  its 
life.  The  king  had  expected  to  starve  its  people  into  submis- 
sion ;  in  their  circular  letter  to  the  committees  of  the  other 
colonics  they  proposed,  as  a  counter  action,  a  general  cessation 
of  trade  with  Britain.  "  Now,"  they  added,  "  is  the  time  when 
all  should  be  united  in  opposition  to  this  violation  of  the  liber- 
ties of  all.  The  single  question  is,  whether  you  consider  Bos- 
ton as  suffering  in  the  common  cause,  and  sensibly  feel  and 
resent  the  injury  and  affront  offered  to  her?  We  cannot  be- 
lieve otherwise ;  assuring  you  that,  not  in  the  least  intimidated 
by  this  inluiman  treatment,  we  are  still  determined  to  main- 
tain to  the  utmost  of  our  abilities  the  riglits  of  America." 

The  next  day,  while  Gage  was  saiHng  into  the  harbor,  Sam- 
uel Adams  presided  over  a  very  numerous  town-meeting,  at 
which  many  were  present  who  had  hitherto  kept  aloof.  The 
thought  of  republican  Rome,  in  its  purest  age,  animated  their 
consultations.  The  port  act  was  read,  and  in  bold  debate  was 
pronounced  repugnant  to  law,  religion,  and  common  sense. 
At  the  same  time  tliose,  who  from  loss  of  employment  were  to 
be  the  first  to  encounter  want,  were  remembered  with  tender 
compassion,  and  measures  were  put  in  train  to  comfort  them. 
Then  the  inhabitants,  by  the  hand  of  Samuel  Adams,  made 
their  appeal  "  to  all  the  sister  colonies,  inviting  a  universal  sus- 
pension of  exports  and  imports,  promising  to  suffer  for  Amer- 
ica with  a  becoming  fortitude,  confessing  that  singly  they 
might  find  their  trial  too  severe,  and  entreating  not  to  be  left 
to  struggle  alone,  when  the  very  being  of  every  colony,  con- 
sidered as  a  free  people,  depended  upon  the  event." 

On  the  seventeenth,  Gage,  who  had  remained  four  days 
with  Hutchinson  at  Castle  William,  landed  at  Long  Wharf, 
amid  salutes  from  ships  and  batteries.  Received  by  the  coun- 
cil and  civil  oflScers,  he  was  escorted  by  the  Boston  cadets, 
whom  Hancock  commanded,  to  the  state-house,  where  the 
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council  presented  a  loyal  address,  and  his  commission  was  pro- 
claimed with  three  volleys  of  musketry  and  as  many  cheers. 
He  then  partook  of  a  public  dinner  in  1  aneuil  Hall,  at  which 
he  proposed  "the  prosperity  of  the  town  of  Boston."    His 
toast  in  honor  of  Hutchinson  "was  received  with  a  general 
hiss."     Yet  many  favored  a  compromise,  and  put  forward  a 
subscription  to  pay  for  the  tea.     On  the  eighteenth,  Jonathan 
Amory  very  strongly  urged  that  measure  in  town-meeting,  but 
it  was  rejected  by  the  common  voice.     There  still  lingered  a 
hope  of  relief  through  the  intercession  of  Gage ;  but  he  was 
fit  neither  to  reconcile  nor  to  subdue.    By  his  mild  temper  and 
love  of  society  he  gained  the  good-will  of  his  boon  companions 
and  escaped  personal  enmities ;  but  in  earnest  business  he  in- 
spired neither  confidence  nor  fear.     He  was  so  poor  in  spirit 
and  so  weak  of  will,  so  dull  in  his  perceptions  and  so  unsettled 
in  his  opinions,  that  he  was  sure  to  vacillate  between  words  of 
concession  and  merciless  severity.     He  had  promised  the  king 
that  with  four  regiments  he  would  play  the  "lion,"  and  troops 
beyond  his  requisition  were  hourly  expected ;  but  he  stood  too 
much  in  dread  of  the  leading  patriots  of  Boston  to  attempt 
their  arrest. 

The  people  of  Massachusetts  were  almost  exclusively  of 
English  origin ;  beyond  any  other  colony,  they  loved  the  land 
of  their  ancestors ;  for  that  reason  were  they  more  sensitive  to 
its  tyranny.  Taxing  th'^m  without  their  consent  was  robbing 
them  of  their  birthright;  they  scorned  the  British  parhament 
as  "  a  junto  of  the  servants  of  the  crown,  rather  than  the  rep- 
resentatives of  England."  Not  disguising  to  themselves  their 
danger,  but  confident  of  victory,  they  were  resolved  to  stand 
together  as  brothers  for  a  life  of  liberty. 

The  merchants  of  Newburyport  were  the  first  who  agreed 
to  suspend  all  commerce  with  Britain  and  Ireland.  Salem,  the 
place  marked  out  as  the  new  seat  of  government,  in  a  very'f  ull 
town-meeting  and  after  unimpassioned  debates,  decided  ahnost 
unanimously  to  stop  trade  not  with  Britain  only,  but  even  with 
the  West  Indies.  If  in  Boston  a  few  still  proposed  to  purchase 
a  relaxation  of  the  blockade  by  "  a  subscription  to  pay  for  the 
tea,"  the  majority  were  beset  by  no  temptation  so  strong  as 
that  of  routing  at  once  the  insignificant  number  of  troops  who 


1774.       AMERICA  SUSTAINS  THE  TOWN  OF  BOSTON.  9 

had  come  to  overawe  them.    But  Samuel  Adams,  while  he 
compared  their  spirit  to  that  of  Spai-ta  or  Eome,  inculcated 
"patience  as  the  characteristic  of  a  patriot;"  and  the  people 
having  sent  forth  their  crj  to  tlie  continent,  waited  seK-pos^ 
sessed  for  voices  of  consolation. 

New  York  anticipated  the  prayer  of  Boston.    Its  people, 
who  had  received  the  port  act  directly  from  England,  felt  the 
wrong  to  that  town  as  a  wound  to  tliemselves,  and  even  tlie 
lukewarm  kindled  with  resentment.    From  the  epoch  of  the 
stamp  act,  their  Sons  of  Liberty,  styled  by  the  royalists  "the 
Presbyterian  junto,"  had  kept  up  a  committee  of  correspond- 
ence.   Yet  Sears,  Macdougall,  and  Lamb,  still  its  principal 
members,  represented  the  mechanics  of  the  city  more  than  its 
merchants ;  and  they  never  enjoyed  the  confidence  of  the  great 
landed  proprietors,  who  by  the  tenure  of  estates  in  New  York 
formeu  a  reco-nised  aristocracy.     To  unite  the  province,  a 
more  comprehensive  combination  was  required.    The  old  com- 
mittee, while  they  accepted  the  questionable  policy  of  an  im- 
mediate suspension  of  commerce  with  Britain,  proposed,  and 
they  were  the  first  to  propose,  "a  general  congress."    These 
recommendations  they  forwarded  through  Connecticut  to  Bos- 
ton, with  entreaties  to  that  town  to  stand  firm ;  and,  in  full 
confidence  of  approval,  they  sent  them  to  Philadelphia,  and 
through  Philadelphia  to  every  colony  at  the  south. 

The  inception  of  the  continental  congress  of  1774  was  the 
last  acliievement  of  the  Sons  of  Liberty  of  New  York.     On 
the  evening  of  the  sixteenth  of  May  they  convoked  the  inhabi- 
tants of  their  city.     A  sense  of  tlio  impending  cliange  tem- 
pered passionate  rashness.     Some  who  were  in  a  secret  under- 
standing V  ith  officers  of  the  crown  sought  to  evade  all  decisive 
measures ;  the  merchants  were  averse  to  headlong  cnga«-ements 
for  suspending  trade  ;  the  gentry  feared  lest  the  men  who  on 
all  former  occasions  had  led  the  multitude  should  preserve  the 
control  in  the  day  which  was  felt  to  be  near  at  hand,  when  an 
independent  people  would  shape  the  pennanent  institutions  of 
a  contment.     Under  a  conservative  influence,  the  motion  pre- 
vailed to  supersede  the  old  committee  of  correspondence  by  a 
new  one  of  fifty,  and  its  members  were  selected  by  open  nomi- 
nation.    The  clioice  included  men  from  aU  classes.  "  Nearly  a 
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third  part  were  of  those  who  followed  the  British  standard  to 
the  last ;  others  were  lukewarm,  unsteady,  and  blind  to  the 
nearness  of  revolution ;  others  again  were  enthusiastic  Sons  of 
Liberty.  The  friends  to  government  claimed  that  the  majority 
was  inflexibly  loyal;  the  control  fell  into  the  hands  of  men 
who  still  aimed  at  reconciling  a  continued  dependence  on  Eng- 
land with  the  just  freedom  of  the  colonies. 

The  port  act  was  rapidly  circulated  through  the  country. 
In  some  places  it  was  printed  upon  paper  with  a  black  border, 
and  cried  about  the  streets  as  a  barbarous  murder ;  in  others, 
it  was  burnt  in  the  presence  of  a  crowd  of  the  people.  On  the 
seventeenth,  the  representatives  of  Connecticut  made  a  declara- 
tion of  rights.  "  Let  us  play  the  man,"  said  they,  "  for  the 
cause  of  our  country ;  and  trust  the  event  to  Him  who  orders 
all  events  for  the  best  good  of  his  people."  On  the  same 
day,  the  freemen  of  the  town  of  Providence,  unsolicited  from 
abroad  and  after  full  discussion,  voted  to  promote  "  a  congress 
of  thWepresentatives  of  all  the  North  American  colonies." 
Declaring  "personal  liberty  an  essential  part  of  the  natural 
rights  of  mankind,"  they  expressed  the  wish  to  j)rohibit  the 
importation  of  negro  slaves,  and  to  set  free  all  negroes  born  in 
the  colony. 

On  the  nineteenth,  the  city  and  county  of  New  York  inau- 
gurated their  new  committee  with  the  formality  of  public  ap- 
proval. Tavo  parties  appeared  in  array :  on  the  one  side,  men 
of  property;  on  the  other,  tradesmen  and  mechanics.  Fore- 
boding a  revolution,  they  seemed  to  contend  in  advance  whether 
their  future  government  should  be  fcrmcd  upon  the  basis  of 
property  or  on  purely  popular  princi])les.  The  mass  of  the 
people  were  ready  to  found  a  new  social  order  in  which  they 
would  rule ;  but  on  that  day  they  chose  to  follow  the  wealthier 
class  if  it  would  but  make  with  them  a  common  cause ;  and  the 
nomination  of  the  committee  was  accepted,  even  with  the  ad- 
dition of  Isaac  Low  as  its  chairman,  who  was  more  of  a  loyalist 
than  a  patriot. 

In  Philadelphia,  where  "Wedderbum  and  Hutchinson  had 
been  burnt  in  effigy,  the  letter  from  the  New  York  Sons  of 
Liberty  had  been  received,  and  when,  on  the  nineteentb,  the 
messenger  from  Boston   arrived  with  despatches,  he  found 
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Charles  Thomson,  Thomas  Mifflin,  Joseph  Eeed,  and  others 
preparing  to  call  a  public  meeting  on  the  evening  of  the  next 
day. 

On  the  morning  of  the  twentieth,  the  king  gave  in  person 
his  assent  to  the  act  which  made  the  British  commander-in- 
chief  in  America,  his  army,  and  the  civil  officers,  no  longer 
amenable  to  American  courts  of  justice ;  and  to  the  act  which 
mutilated  the  charter  of  Massachusetts,  and  destroyed  the  free- 
dom of  its  town-meetings.  "  The  law,"  wrote  Gamier,  "  the 
extremely  intelligent"  French  charge,  "must  either  lead  to 
the  complete  reduction  of  the  colonies,  or  clear  the  way  for 
their  independence."  "  I  wish  from  the  bottom  of  my  heart," 
said  the  duke  of  Eichmond,  during  a  debate  in  the  house  of 
lords,  "  that  the  Americans  may  resist,  and  get  the  better  of 
the  forces  sent  against  them."  Four  years  later.  Fox  observed : 
"  The  alteration  of  the  government  of  Massachusetts  was  cer- 
tainly a  most  capital  mistake,  because  it  gave  the  who^conti- 
nent  reason  to  think  that  their  government  was  liablPlo  be 
subverted  at  our  pleasure  and  rendered  entirely  despotic. 
From  thence  all  were  taught  to  consider  the  town  of  Boston 
as  suffering  in  the  common  cause." 

"While  the  king,  in  the  presence  of  parliament,  was  accept- 
ing the  laws  which  began  a  civil  war,  in  Philadelphia  the  Pres- 
byterians true  to  their  traditions,  held  it  right  to  resist  tyranny ; 
"  the  Germans,  who  composed  a  large  part  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  province,  were  all  on  the  side  of  liberty ; "  the  merchants 
refused  to  sacrifice  their  trade ;  the  Quakers  in  any  event  scru- 
pled to  use  arms ;  a  numerous  class,  like  Keed,  cherished  the 
most  passionate  desire  for  a  reconciliation  with  the  mother 
country.  The  cause  of  America  needed  intrepid  counsellors ; 
but  the  great  central  state  fell  under  the  influence  of  Dickinson. 
His  claims  to  public  respect  were  indisputable.  lie  was  hon- 
ored for  spotless  morals,  eloquence,  and  good  service  in  the 
colonial  legislature.  His  Mo-itings  had  endeared  him  to  Amer- 
ica as  a  sincere  friend  of  liberty.  Kesiding  at  a  country  seat 
which  ovcriooked  Philadelphia  and  the  Delaware  river,  he 
delighted  in  study  and  repose,  and  wanted  boldness  of  will. 
"He  had  an  excellent  heart,  and  the  cause  of  his  country  lay 
near  it ; "  «  he  loved  the  people  of  Boston  with  the  tenderness 
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of  a  Lrotlior;"  yet  ho  wag  more  jealous  of  tliclr  zeal  than 
touched  by  their  Borrows.  "  They  will  have  time  enough  to 
die,"  were  hia> words  on  that  morning.  ''Lot  them  give  the 
other  provinces  opjiortunity  to  think  and  resolve.  If  they  ex- 
pect to  drag  thtiii  by  their  own  violence  into  mad  measures, 
they  will  be  left  to  perish  by  themselves,  despised  by  their 
enemies,  and  almost  detested  by  their  friends."  Having  ma- 
tured his  scheme  in  sohtude,  he  received  at  dinner  Thomson, 
Mifflin,  and  Reed,  who,  for  the  sake  of  his  public  co-operation, 
acquiesced  in  his  delays. 

In  the  evening,  about  three  hundred  of  the  principal  citi- 
zens of  I'hiladelphia  assembled  in  the  long  room  of  the  City 
Tavern.  The  letter  from  the  Sous  of  Liberty  of  New  York 
was  read  aloud,  as  well  as  the  letters  from  Boston.  Two  meas- 
ures were  thus  brought  under  discussion :  that  of  New  York 
for  a  congress,  that  of  Boston  for  an  immediate  cessation  of 
trade.  The  latter  proposition  was  received  with  loud  and  gen- 
eral murnmi-s.  Dickinson,  having  concihated  the  wavering 
merchants  by  expressing  himself  strongly  against  it,  was  heard 
with  applause  as  he  spoke  for  a  general  congress.  He  in- 
sisted, however,  on  a  preliminary  petition  to  his  friend  John 
Penn,  the  proprietary  governor,  to  call  together  the  legis- 
lature of  the  colony.  This  request  every  one  knew  would  be 
refused.  But  then,  reasoned  Mifflin  and  the  ardent  politicians, 
a  committee  of  correspondence,  after  the  model  of  Boston, 
must,  in  consequence  of  the  refusal,  be  named  for  the  several 
counties  in  the  province.  Delegates  will  then  be  appointed  to 
a  general  congress;  "and,  when  the  colonies  are  once  united 
in  councils,  what  may  they  not  effect  ? "  At  an  early  hour 
Dickinson  retired  from  the  meeting,  of  which  the  spirit  far 
exceeded  his  own ;  but  even  the  most  zealous  acknowledged 
the  necessity  of  deferring  to  his  advice.  Accepting,  there- 
fore, moderation  and  prudence  as  their  watchwords,  they  did 
little  more  than  resolve  that  Boston  was  suffering  in  the  gen- 
eral cause;  and  they  appointed  a  committee  of  intercolonial 
correspondence,  with  Dickinson  as  its  chief. 

On  the  next  day,  the  committee,  at  a  meeting  from  Avhich 
Dickinson  stayed  away,  in  a  letter  to  Boston  drafted  mainly  by 
William  Smith,  embodied  the  svstem  which,  for  tlm  (^omino- 
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year,  was  to  control  the  counsels  of  America.     It  proposed  a 
general  congress  of  deputies  from  the  different  colonies,  who, 
in  firm  but  dutiful  tenus,  should  make  to  the  king  a  petition  of 
their  rights.     This,  it  was  believed,  would  be  granted  through 
the  influence  of  the  wise  and  good  in  the  mother  country; 
and  the  most  sanguine  predicted  that  the  very  idea  of  a  general 
congress  would  compel  a  change  in  the  policy  of  Great  Britain. 
In  like  manner,  the  fifty-one  who  now  represented  the  city 
and  county  of  New  York  adopted  from  their  predecessors  the 
plan  of  a  continental  congress,  and  to  that  body  they  referred  all 
questions  relating  to  commerce,  thus  postponing  the  proposal 
for  an  immediate  suspension  of  trade,  but  committing  them- 
selves irrevocably  to  union  and  resistance.     At  the  same  time, 
they  invited  every  county  in  the  colony  to  make  choice  of  a 
committee. 

The  messenger,  on  his  return  with  the  letters  from  Phila- 
delphia and  New  York,  found  the  people  of  Connecticut  anx- 
ious for  a  congress,  even  if  it  should  not  at  once  embrace  the 
colonies  south  of  the  Potomac;  and  their  committee  wisely 
entreated  Massachusetts  to  fix  the  place  and  time  for  its 
meeting. 

At  Boston,  the  agents  and  supporters  of  the  British  minis- 
ter strove  to  bend  the  firmness  of  its  people  by  holding  up  to 
the  tradesmen  the  grim  picture  of  misery  and  want ;  while 
Hutchinson  promised  to  obtain  in  England  a  restoration  of 
trade,  if  the  town  would  but  pay  the  first  cost  of  the  tea.  Be- 
fore his  departure,  one  hundred  and  twenty-three  merchants 
and  others  of  Boston  addressed  him,  «  lamenting  the  loss  of  so 
good  a  governor,"  confessing  the  propriety  of  indemnifying 
the  East  India  company,  and  appealing  to  his  most  benevolent 
disposition  to  procure  by  his  representations  some  speedy  re- 
lief;  but  at  a  full  meeting  of  the  merchants  and  traders  the 
address  was  disclaimed.  Thirty-three  citizens  of  Marblehead, 
who  signed  a  similar  paper,  brought  upon  themselves  the 
public  reprobation  of  their  townsmen.  Twenty-four  lawyers, 
including  judges  of  admiralty  and  attorneys  of  the  cro^vn,  sub- 
scribed an  extravagant  panegyric  of  Hutchinson's  general  char- 
acter and  conduct ;  but  those  who  for  learning  and  integrity 
most  adorned  their  professiou,  withheld  their  names. 
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On  the  other  hand,  tlio  necessity  of  a  response  to  tlio  cour- 
age of  the  people,  the  hearty  adhesion  of  the  town  of  Provi- 
dence, and  the  cheering  letter  from  the  old  committee  of  New 
York,  animated  a  majority  of  the  merchants  of  Boston,  and 
through  their  example  those  of  the  province,  to  an  engagement 
to  cease  all  importations  from  England.  Confidence  prevailed 
that  their  brethren,  at  least  as  far  south  as  Philadelphia,  would 
embrace  the  same  mode  of  peaceful  resistance.  The  letter 
from  that  city  was  received  with  impatience.  But  Samuel 
Adams  suppressed  all  murmurs.  "  I  am  fully  of  the  Farmer's 
sentiments,"  said  he ;  "  violence  and  submission  would  at  this 
time  be  equally  fatal ; "  but  he  exerted  himself  the  more  to 
promote  the  immediate  suspension  of  commerce. 

The  legislature  of  Massachusetts,  on  the  last  Wednesday  of 
May,  organized  the  government  for  the  yeai*  by  the  usual  elec- 
tion of  councillors ;  of  these,  the  governor  negatived  thirteen, 
among  them  James  Bowdoin,  Samuel  Dexter,  William  Phillips, 
and  John  Adams,  than  whom  the  province  could  not  show 
purer  or  abler  men.  The  desire  of  the  assembly  that  he  would 
appoint  a  fast  was  refused  ;  "  for,"  said  he  to  Dartmouth,  "  tho 
request  was  only  to  give  an  opportunity  for  sedition  to  flow 
from  the  pulpit."  On  Saturday,  the  twenty-eighth,  Samuel 
Adams  was  on  the  point  of  proposing  a  general  congress,  when 
the  assembly  was  unexpectedly  prorogued,  to  meet  after  ten 
days  at  Salem. 

The  people  of  Boston,  then  the  most  flourishing  commer- 
cial town  on  the  continent,  never  regretted  their  being  the 
principal  object  of  ministerial  vengeance.  "  We  shall  suifer 
in  a  good  cause,"  said  tho  thousands  who  depended  on  their 
daily  labor  for  bread ;  "  the  righteous  Being,  who  takes  care  ol 
the  ravens  that  cry  unto  him,  will  provide  for  us  and  ours." 

Hearts  glowed  warmly  on  the  banks  of  the  Patapsco.  That 
admirable  site  for  commerce — whose  river-side  and  hill-tops  are 
now  covered  with  stately  warehouses,  mansions,  and  monu- 
ments, whose  bay  sparkles  round  the  prows  of  the  swiftest 
barks,  whose  wharfs  invite  the  wealth  of  tho  West  Indies  and 
South  America,  and  whose  happy  enterprise,  availing  itself  of 
its  nearness  to  the  west,  sends  across  the  mountains  its  iron 
pathway  of  many  arms — had  for  a  century  Ijeon  tenanted  only 
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by  straggling  cottages.  But  its  convenient  proximity  to  the 
border  counties  of  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia  had  been  ob- 
served by  Scotch-Irish  Presbyterians  and  others;  and  within 
a  few  years  they  had  created  the  town  of  Baltimore,  which 
already  was  the  chief  emporium  within  the  Chesapeake  bay. 
When  the  messages  from  the  old  committee  of  New  York, 
from  Pliiladelphia,  and  from  Boston,  reached  its  inhabitants^ 
they  could  not  "  see  the  least  grounds  for  expecting  relief  from 
a  petition  and  remonstrance."  Calling  to  mind  the  contempt 
with  which  for  ten  years  their  petitions  had  been  thrust  aside, 
they  were  "  convinced  that  something  more  sensible  than  sup- 
plications would  best  serve  their  purpose." 

After  consultation  with  the  men  of  Annapolis,  who 
promptly  resolved  to  stop  all  trade  with  Great  Britain,  the  in- 
habitants of  the  city  and  county  of  Baltimore  advocated  sus- 
pending conimerce  with  Great  Britain  and  the  West  Indies, 
chose  deputies  to  a  colonial  convention,  recommended  a  con- 
tinental congress,  appointed  a  numerous  committee  of  corre- 
spondence, and  sent  cheering  words  to  their  "friends"  at 
Boston.  "  The  Supreme  Disposer  of  all  events,"  said  tliey, 
"will  terminate  this  severe  trial  of  your  patience  in  a  happy 
confirmation  of  American  freedom."  For  this  spirited  conduct, 
Baltimore  was  applauded  as  the  model ;  and  its  example  kin- 
dled new  life  in  New  York. 

On  the  twenty-eighth,  the  assembly  of  New  Hampshire, 
though  still  desiring  to  promote  harmony  with  the  parent  land, 
began  its  organization  for  resisting  encroachments  on  American 
rights. 

Three  days  later,  the  people  of  New  Jersey  declared  for  a 
suspension  of  trade  and  a  congress,  and  claimed  "to  be  feUow- 
sufferers  with  Boston  in  the  cause  of  liberty." 

For  South  Carolina,  the  character  of  its  labor  forbade  all 
thought  of  rivalling  British  skill  in  manufactures.  Its  wealthy 
inhabitants,  shunning  the  occupations  o^'  city  hfe,  loved  to  re- 
side in  hospitable  elegance  on  their  large  and  productive  estates. 
Its  annual  exports  to  the  northern  provinces  were  of  small  ac- 
count, while  to  Great  Britain  they  exceeded  two  millions  of 
dollars  in  value.  Enriched  by  this  commerce,  its  people  cher- 
ished  a  warm  affection  for  the  mother  country,  and  delighted 
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in  Bending  their  sons  "  home,"  as  England  was  called,  for  their 
education.  The  harbor  of  Charleston  was  almost  unguarded, 
except  by  the  sand-bar  at  its  entrance.  The  Creeks  and  Chero- 
kees  on  the  frontier,  against  whom  the  English  government 
had  once  been  solicited  by  South  Carolina  herself  to  send  over 
a  body  of  troops  as  a  protection,  were  still  numerous  and  war- 
like. The  negro  slaves,  who  in  the  country  near  the  ocean 
very  far  outnumbered  the  free,  were  so  many  hostages  for  the 
allegiance  of  their  masters.  The  trade  of  Charleston  was  in 
the  hands  of  British  factors,  some  of  whom  speculated  already 
on  the  coming  confiscation  of  the  rice-swamps  and  indigo-fields 
of  "many  a  bounic  rebel."  The  upland  country  was  numer- 
ously peopled  by  loyal  men  who  felt  no  grievances.  And  yet 
the  planters  refused  to  take  counsel  of  their  interests  or  their 
danger.  "  Boston,"  said  they,  "  is  but  the  first  victim  at  the 
altar  of  tyranny."  Keduced  to  the  dilemma  either  to  hold 
their  liberties  as  tenants  at  will  of  the  British  house  of  com- 
mons, or  to  prepare  for  resistance,  their  choice  was  never  in 
doubt.  "  The  whole  continent,"  they  said,  "  must  be  animated 
with  one  great  soul,  and  all  Americans  must  resolve  to  stand 
by  one  another  even  unto  death.  Should  they  fail,  the  con- 
stitution of  the  mother  country  itself  would  lose  its  excellence." 
They  knew  the  imminent  ruin  which  they  risked ;  but  they 
"remembered  that  the  happiness  of  many  generations  and 
many  millions  depended  on  their  spirit  and  constancy." 

The  burgesses  of  Virginia  >at  as  usual  in  May.  The  exten- 
sion of  the  province  to  the  west  and  north-west  was  their  great 
ambition,  which  the  governor,  greedy  of  a  large  possession  of 
land  and  of  fees  for  conniving  at  the  acquisitions  of  others, 
selfishly  seconded  in  flagrant  disregard  of  his  instructions.  To 
Lady  Dunmore,  who  had  just  arri^  ed,  the  assembly  voted  a 
congratulatory  address,  and  its  members  invited  her  to  a  ball. 
The  thought  of  revolution  was  not  harbored ;  but  they  none 
the  less  held  it  their  duty  to  resist  the  systematic  plan  of  par- 
liamentary despotism ;  and,  without  waiting  for  an  appeal  from 
Boston,  they  resolved  on  its  deliverance.  First  among  them 
as  an  orator  stood  Patrick  Henry.  But  eloquence  M-as  his  least 
merit :  he  was  revered  as  the  ideal  of  a  patriot  of  Rome  in  its 
austerest  age.     xit  the  approach  of  danger  his  language  gained 
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the  boldness  of  prophecy.     He  was  borne  up  bj  the  strong? 
support  of  Richard  Henry  Lee  and  Washington.     It  chanced 
that  George  Mason  was  then  at  WiHiamsburg,  a  man  of  strong 
and  true  affections;  learned  in  constitutional  law;  a  profound 
rcasoner ;  honest  and  fearless  in  council;  shunning  the  ways  of 
ambition  from  sorrow  at  the  death  of  his  wife  for  whom  he 
never  ceased  to  mourn;  but  earnestly  mindful  of  his  country' 
as  became  one  whose  chastened  spirit  looked  beyond  the  in- 
terests of  the  moment.    After  deliberation  with  these  associ- 
ates, Jefferson  prepared  the  resolution  which,  on  the  twenty- 
fourth,  at  the  instance  of  Robert  Carter  Nicholas,  the  bouse  of 
burgesses  adopted.    In  tbe  name  of  Yirginia  it  recommended 
to  their  fellow-citizens  that  the  day  on  wliich  the  Boston  port 
act  was  to  take  effect  should  be  set  apart  "  as  a  day  of  fasting 
and  prayer,  devoutly  to  implore  the  divine  interposition  for 
averting  the  dreadful  calamity  which  threatened  destiniction  to 
their  civil  rights,  and  the  evils  of  a  civil  war ;  and  to  give  to 
the  American  people  one  beart  and  one  mind  firmly  to  oppose, 
by  all  just  and  proper  means,  every  injm-y  to  American  rights." 
The  resolve  which  bound  only  the  members  themselves,  was. 
distributed  by  express  through  their  respective  counties  as  a 
general  mvitation  to  the  people.     Especially  AYashington  sent, 
the  notice  to  his  constituents;  and  Mason  charged  his  little- 
Iicusehold  of  sons  and  daughters  to  keep  the  day  strictly,  and 
attend  church  clad  in  mourning.  ^ ' 

On  the  morning  which  followed  the  adoption  of  tbis  meas- 
ure  Duiimore  dissolved  the  house.    The  bm-gesses  immediately 
repaired  to  the  Raleigh  tavern,  about  one  hundred  paces  from 
the  capitol;  and  with  Peyton  Randolph,  their  late  speaker,  in 
the  chair,  voted  that  the  attack  on  Massachusetts  was  an  attack 
on  all  tlie  colonies,  to  be  opposed  by  the  united  wisdom  of  all. 
In  conformity  with  this  declaration,  they  advised  for  future- 
time  an  annual  continental  congress.     They  named  Peyton 
Randolph,  with  others,  a  committee  of  correspondence  to  invite- 
a  general  concurrence  in  this  design.     As  yet  social  relations, 
were  not  imbittered.    Washington,  of  whom  Dmimore  sought 
information  respecting  western  affairs,  continued  his  visits  at 
he  governor's  house;  the  ball  in  honor  of  Lady  Dunmore  was, 
well  attended.     JS^ot  till  the  offices  of  courtesy  and  of  patriot- 
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ism  were  fulfilled  did  most  of  the  burgesses  return  home,  leav- 
ing their  committee  on  duty. 

On  the  afternoon  of  Sunday,  the  twenty-ninth,  the  letters 

fr<Mn«i-Boston  reached  Williamsburg.     So  important  did  they 

appear  tl:fet  the  next  morning,  at  ten  o'clock,  the  committee, 

. . -hskTifigialled  to' their  aid  Washington  and  all  other  burgesses 

whcin^nsse  still',  in  town,  inaugurated  a  revolution.    Being  but 

■'\wenty^6'in  number,  they  refused  to  assume  the  responsi- 

"bjHiy  of  definite  measures  of  resistance  ;  but,  as  the  province 

was  without  a  legislature,  they  summoned  a  convention  of 

delegates  to  be  elected  by  the  several  counties,  and  to  meet  at 

the  capitol  on  the  first  day  of  the  ensuing  August. 

The  rescue  of  freedom  even  at  the  cost  of  a  civil  war,  a 
convention  of  the  people  for  the  regulation  of  their  own  in- 
ternal affairs,  an  annual  congress  of  all  the  colonies  for  the 
perpetual  assertion  of  common  rights,  were  the  policy  of  Vir- 
ginia. When  the  report  of  her  measures  reached  England,  the 
startled  ministers  called  to  mind  how  often  she  had  been  the 
model  for  other  colonies.  Her  influence  continued  undimin- 
ished ;  and  her  system  was  promptly  adopted  by  the  people  of 

North  Carolina. 

"  Lord  North  had  no  expectation  that  we  should  be  thus 
sustained,"  said  Samuel  Adams;  "he  trusted  that  Boston 
would  be  left  to  fall  alone."  In  three  weeks  after  the  receipt 
of  the  port  act,  less  time  than  was  taken  by  the  unanimous 
British  parliament  for  its  enactment,  the  continent,  as  '' 
ffreat  commonwealth,"  made  the  cause  of  Boston  its  own. 
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CHAPTER  II. 

TKEPABATIONS    FOB    A    OENEEAL    CONOBESS.' 

JujfE-AcausT  1774, 

On  the  first  day  of  June  1774,  Hntchimoa  embarked  for 
England;  and,  as  the  eloefe  in  the  Boston  belfries  flShed 
tntang  twelve,  the  blocMe  of  the  harbor  began.    The  in 

L  W  and  '"^  "T  ''"^'^  *~^-'  Aipwright,  Jd 

sailore ,  and,  since  no  anchor  could  be  weighed,  no  sai^  un 

furled,  no  vessel  so  much  as  launched  fronfthe  stockTthe^ 

cheerful  mdustry  was  at  an  end.    No  mo:^  are  they  to  hty  tie 

kce  of  the  fleet  merchantman,  or  shape  the  rib  simetrieaUv 

for  Its  frame,  or  strengthen  the  graceful  hull  by  k^r^^k 

7J'  Tl^n'Trr"  '"^'  -  "^^  'he  sairtote 
yards.  The  king  of  that  country  has  changed  the  busy  work- 
shops into  scenes  of  compulsory  idleness;  and  the  most  I^ 
f»l  naval  artisans  in  the  world,  with  the  k;enest  eye  for  otl 

Their  h2s     w''"t''  "Vr"  ">'  "'  ''  P-'^-^™'  ^olZ 

SflanTtiM  .?"!"*  "^  ^^^  ^^"^^  ^  >>«  ^  ™th  his 
wife  and  children  at  his  board.     The  sailor  roamed  the  streets 

hs  essly  without  hope  of  employment.    The  law  was  executed 

witharigor  that  went  beyond  the  intentions  of™  ruth^ 

Not  a  scow  could  be  manned  to  bring  an  ox  or  a  sheeo  » 

a  bundle  of  hay  from  the  islands.    wL  c^ril  from  pi" 

noferrvaml^    f       f"^"  J^»«">»  ""d  Charlestown  could 
T^^ZJl      °^^^  ""^  Charles  river;  the  flshermen 

^ransport  their  offering  in  wagons  by  a  circuit  of  thirty  mi1„ 
lheT>a.ohousesof  the  thrifty  merchants  were  at  once  made' 
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valueless  ;  the  costly  wharfs  wliidi  extended  far  into  the  chan- 
nel, and  were  so  lately  covered  with  the  produce  of  the  tropics 
and  with  English  fahrics,  were  become  solitary  places;  the 
harbor,  which  had  resounded  incessantly  with  tho  voices  of 
l)ro8perou8  commerce,  was  disturbed  by  no  sounds  but  from 
British  vessels  of  war. 

At  Philadelphia,  tho  bells  of  tho  churches  were  muffled 
and  tolled,  the  ships  in  port  hoisted  their  colors  at  half  mast, 
and  nine  tenths  of  the  houses,  except  those  of  the  Friends, 
were  shut  during  the  memorable  first  of  Juno.  In  Virginia, 
the  population  thronged  the  churches ;  Washington  attended 
the  service,  and  strictly  kejit  tho  fast.  No  firmer  words  were 
addressed  to  the  sufferers  than  from  Norfolk,  which  was  the 
largest  place  of  trade  in  that  "  well-watered  and  extensive  do- 
minion," and  lay  most  exposed  to  ships-of-war.  "  Our  hearts 
are  warmed  with  affection  for  you,"  such  was  its  message; 
"  we  address  the  Ahnighty  Euler  to  support  you  in  your  afflic- 
tions ;  bo  assured  we  consider  you  as  suffering  in  the  common 
cause,  and  look  upon  oni-selves  as  bound  by  the  most  sacred 
ties  to  support  you." 

"  If  the  pulse  of  the  people,"  wrote  Jefferson, "  beat  calmly 
imder  such  an  experiment  by  the  new  and  till  now  unheard  of 
executive  power  of  a  British  parliament,  another  and  another 
will  be  tried,  till  the  measure  of  despotism  be  filled  up." 

At  that  time  the  king  was  so  eager  to  give  effect  to  the 
law  which  subverted  the  charter  of  Massachusetts  that,  acting 
upon  information  confessedly  insufficient,  he,  with  Dartmouth, 
made  out  for  that  province  a  complete  list  of  coimcillors,  called 
mandamus  councillors  from  their  appointment  by  the  crown. 
Copies  of  lettei-s  from  Frankhn  and  from  Arthur  Lee  had  been 
obtamed ;  Gage  was  secretly  ordered  to  procure,  if  possible, 
the  originals,  as  the  ground  for  arraigning  their  authors  for 
treason.  Thurlow  and  Wedderbum  furnished  their  opinion 
that  the  power  to  call  for  support  from  the  military  forces  be- 
longed to  the  governor  as  the  conservator  of  the  peace  in  all 
cases  whatsoever.  "I  am  willing  to  suppose,"  wrote  Dart- 
mouth, "  that  the  people  will  quietly  submit  to  the  correction 
their  ill  conduct  has  brought  upon  them  ;  "  but,  should  they 
not  prove  so  docile.  Gage  was  required  to  bid  the  troops  fire 
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upon  tlicm  at  his  discretion  ;  and  was  informed  that  all  trials  of 
officers  and  troops  for  homicides  in  America  wore,  by  a  recent 
act  of  parliament,  removed  to  England. 

This  system  of  measures  waa  regarded  by  its  authors  aa  a 
masterpiece  of  statesmanship.     But  where  was  true  greatness 
really  to  be  found  'i    At  the  council  board  of  vindictive  min- 
isters?   With  the  king,  who  preferred  the  loss  of  a  continent 
to  a  compromise  of  absolute  power  ?    Or  in  the  humble  man- 
sion of  the  proscribed  Samuel  Adams,  who  shared  every  sorrow 
of  his  native  town  ?    «  She  suffers,"  said  he,  "  with  dignity ; 
and,  rather  than  submit  to  the  humiliating  terms  of  an  edict 
barbarous  beyond  precedent  under  the  most  absolute  mon- 
archy, she  will  put  the  malice  of  tyranny  to  the  severest  trial. 
An  emjnre  is  rising  in  America ;  and  Britain,  by  her  multi- 
plied oppressions,  is  accelerating  that  independency  which  she 
dreads.    We  have  a  post  to  maintain,  to  desert  which  would 
entail  upon  us  the  curses  of  posterity.     The  virtue  of  our  an- 
cestors inspires  us ;  they  were  contented  with  clams  and  mus- 
sels.   For  my  own  part,  I  liave  been  wont  to  converse  with 
poverty ;   and  I  can  live  happily  with  her  the  remainder  of 
my  days,  if  I  can  thereby  contribute  to  the  redemption  of  my 
country." 

On  the  second  of  June  the  Boston  committee  received  and 
read  the  two  bills,  of  which  the  one  was  to  change  the  charter, 
the  other  to  grant  impunity  to  the  British  army  for  acts  of 
violence  in  enforcing  the  new  system.  «  They  excited,"  says 
their  record,  "  a  just  indignation  in  the  mind  of  the  commit- 
tee," whose  members  saw  their  option  confined  to  abject  sub- 
mission or  an  open  rupture.  They  longed  to  escape  the  neces- 
sity of  the  choice  by  devising  some  meo  ure  which  might 
recall  their  oppressors  to  moderation  and  rea^uu.  Accordingly, 
Warren,  on  the  fifth,  reported  "  a  solemn  league  and  covenant " 
to  suspend  all  commercial  intercourse  with  the  mother  coun- 
try, and  neither  to  purchase  nor  consume  any  merchandise 
from  Great  Britain  after  the  last  day  of  the  ensuing  August. 
The  names  of  those  who  should  refuse  to  sign  the  covenant 
were  to  be  published  to  the  worid.  Copies  of  this  paper  were 
forwarded  to  every  town  in  the  province,  with  a  letter  entreat- 
mg  the  subscriptions  of  all  the  people,  "  as  the  List  and  only 
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method  of  preserving  the  land  from  slavery  without  drenching 
it  ill  blood." 

"  Nothing,"  said  the  patriots,  "  is  more  foreign  from  our 
hearts  than  a  spirit  of  rebellion,  notwithstanding  we  have  been 
contending  these  ten  yeare  with  Great  Britain  for  our  rights. 
What  can  they  gain  by  the  victory,  should  they  subjugate  us  ? 
What  will  be  the  glory  of  enslaving  their  children  and  broth- 
ers ?  Nay,  how  great  will  be  the  danger  to  their  own  hber- 
ties!"  The  people  of  the  country  towns  in  Massachusetts 
signed  "the  league  and  covenant,"  confident  that  they  would 
have  only  to  sit  still  and  await  the  bloodless  restoration  of 
their  rights.  In  this  expectation  they  were  confirmed  by  the 
opinions  of  Burke  and  of  Franklin. 

From  the  committee-room  in  Faneuil  Hall,  Samuel  Adams 
hastened  to  the  general  assembly,  whose  first  act  at  Salem  was 
a  protest  against  the  arbitrary  order  for  its  removal.  The 
council,  in  making  the  customary  reply  to  the  governor's 
speech,  was  listened  to  as  they  laid  claim  to  the  rights  of  Eng- 
lishmen without  diminution  or  "  abridgment."  But  when  they 
proceeded  to  read  their  hope  "  that  his  administration  would 
be  a  happy  contrast  to  that  of  his  predecessors,"  Gage  inter- 
rupted their  chairman  and  refused  to  reroive  the  address, 
giving  as  his  reason  that  the  conduct  of  those  predecessors  had 
been  approved,  and  therefore  the  language  "  was  an  insult  to 
the  king  and  an  affront  to  himself." 

The  house  of  representatives  was  the  fullest  ever  known. 
The  continent  looked  to  them  to  fix  the  time  and  place  for  the 
meeting  of  the  general  congress.  This  required  the  utmost 
secrecy,  for  any  perceptible  movement  would  have  been  fol- 
lowed by  an  instant  dissolution.  The  governor  hoped  that  the 
legislature  would  lead  the  way  to  concession,  and  that,  on  the 
arrival  of  more  troops,  an  indemnity  to  the  East  India  com- 
pany would  find  supporters. 

"  Don't  pay  for  an  ounce  of  the  damned  tea,"  wrote  Gads- 
den, on  the  fourteenth  of  June,  as  he  shipped  for  the  poor  of 
Boston  the  first  gifts  of  rice  from  the  planters  of  Carolina. 
On  that  day  the  fourth  regiment,  known  as  "  the  king's  own," 
encamped  on  Boeton  common  ;  the  next,  it  was  joined  by  the 
forty-third.     Two  companies  of  artillery  and  eight  pieces  of 
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ordnance  had  already  re-enforced  Castle  William;  and  more 
battalions  of  infantry  were  hourly  expected.  The  friends  of 
government  exerted  every  art  to  win  over  the  tradesmen. 
"There  will  be  no  congress,"  they  said;  "New  York  wiU 
never  appoint  raembers ;  Massachusetts  must  feel  that  she  is 
deserted."  To  a  meeting  of  tradesmen,  a  plausible  speaker 
ventured  to  recommend  for  consideration  the  manner  of  pay- 
ing for  the  tea;  and,  after  some  altercation,  they  separated 
without  coming  to  any  resolution.  But  Warren,  encouraged 
by  the  glowing  letter  from  Baltimore,  proved  to  his  friends 
that  the  payment  in  any  form  would  open  the  way  even  to  a 
total  submission.  "  Yigilance,  activity,  and  patience,"  he  cried, 
"are  necessary  at  this  time ;  but  the  mistress  we  serve  is  Lib- 
erty, and  it  is  better  to  die  than  not  to  obtain  her."  "  We  shall 
be  saved,"  he  added;  and,  that  no  cloud  might  rest  on  the 
"fortitude,  honesty,  and  foresight"  of  Boston,  a  town-meeting 
was  called  for  the  following  Friday. 

Samuel  Adams  received  a  summons  to  come  and  guide 
its  debates,  but  a  higher  duty  kept  him  at  Salem.     He  had  on 
one  evening  secretly  consulted  four  or  five  of  his  colleagues; 
on  another,  a  larger  number ;  on  the  third,  so  many  as  thirty ; 
and  on  the  morning  of  Friday,  the  seventeenth  of  June,  con- 
fident of  having  the  control  of  the  house,  one  hundred  and 
twenty-nine  being  present,  he  locked  the  door,  and  proposed  a 
contmental  congress,  to  meet  on  the  first  day  of  September  ai 
PhUadelphia,  where  there  was  no  army  to  mterrupt  its  ses- 
sions.   Bowdoin,  Samuel  Adams,  John  Adams,  Gushing,  and 
Eobert  Treat  Paine  were  chosen  delegates.     To  defray  their 
expenses,  a  tax  of  five  hundred  pounds  was  apportioned  on  the 
province.     The  towns  were  charged  to  afford  speedy  and  con- 
stant relief  to  Boston  and  Chariestown.     Domestic  manufac- 
tures were  encouraged,  and  it  was  strongly  recommended  to 
discontmue  the  use  of  aU  goods  imported  from  the  East  Indies 
and  Great  Britain  until  the  grievances  of  America  should  be 
radically  redressed. 

In  the  midst  of  these  proceedings  the  governor  sent  his 
secretary  with  a  message  for  dissolving  the  assembly  ;  but  he 
knocked  at  its  door  in  vain,  and  could  only  read  the  proclama- 
tion to  the  crowd  on  the  stairs. 
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The  number  which  on  that  same  day  thronged  to  the  to^vn- 
meeting  in  Faneuil  Hall  was  greater  than  the  room  would  hold. 
Samuel  Adams  was  not  missed,  for  his  kinsman,  John  Adams 
was  elected  moderator.  The  friends  to  the  scheme  of  indem- 
nifying the  East  India  company  for  their  loss  were  invited  to 
"speak  freely,"  that  a  matter  of  such  importance  might  be 
fairly  discussed  in  the  presence  of  the  general  body  of  the 
people;  but  not  a  man  rose  in  defence  of  the  proposition. 
The  blockade,  the  fleets,  the  army,  could  not  bring  out  a  symp- 
tom of  compliance. 

A  month  before,  John  Adams  had  said:  "I  have  very 
little  connection  with  public  affairs,  and  I  hope  to  have  less." 
For  many  years  he  had  refused  to  attend  town-meetings ;  he 
had  kept  aloof  from  the  committee  of  correspondence,  and  had 
had  no  part  in  concerting  the  destruction  of  the  tea.  The 
morning  of  that  day  dawned  on  him  in  private  life ;  the  even- 
ing saw  him  a  representative  of  Massachusetts  to  tlie  general 
congress.  That  summer  he  followed  the  circuit  fur  the  last 
time.  "  Great  Britain,"  thus  Sewall,  his  friend  and  associate 
at  the  bar,  expostulated  with  him,  as  they  strolled  together  on 
the  hill  that  overhangs  Casco  bay  with  its  thousand  isles, 
"  Great  Britain  is  detennined  on  her  system ;  and  her  power 
is  irresistible."  "  Swim  or  sink,  live  or  die,  survive  or  perish 
with  my  country,  is  my  unalterable  determination,"  answered 
Adams.  "  I  see  we  must  part,"  rejoined  Sewall ;  "  but  this 
adieu  is  the  sharpest  thorn  on  which  I  ever  set  my  foot." 

Two  days  in  advance  of  Massachusetts,  the  assembly  of 
Rhode  Island  unanimously  chose  delegates  to  the  general  con- 
gress, which  they  desired  to  see  annually  renewed. 

The  people  of  Maryland  met  at  Annapolis  on  the  twenty- 
second  of  June,  and,  before  any  message  had  been  received 
from  Salem,  elected  delegates  to  the  congress.  With  a  mod- 
esty worthy  of  their  courage,  they  apologized  to  Yirginia  for 
moving  in  advance,  pleading  as  their  excuse  the  inferiority  of 
their  province  in  extent  and  numbers,  so  that  less  time  was 
needed  to  ascertain  its  sentiments. 

The  martyT  to^vn  was  borne  up  in  its  agony  by  messages 
of  sympathy.  From  Marblehead  came  offers  to  the  Boston 
merchants  of  the  gratuitous  use  of  its  harbor,  its  wharfs,  its 
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warehouses,  and  of  all  necessary  personal  attendance  in  lading 
and  unladnig  goods.  Fortj-eight  persons  were  found  in  Salem, 
willing  to  entreat  of  Cxage  his  "patronage  for  the  trade  of  that 
place;  but  a  hundred  and  twenty-five  of  its  merchants  and 
freeholders,  m  an  address  drafted  by  Timothy  Pickering,  re- 
pelled^ the  ungenerous  thought  "of  raising  their  fortunes  on 
tne  nun  of  their  suffering  neighbors." 

The  governor,  in  his  answer,  threw  aU  blame  on  Boston 
for  refusing  to  indemnify  the  East  India  company;  and  he 
employed  every  device  to  produce  compliance.    It  was  pub- 
hshed  at  the  cornei-s  of  the  streets  that  Pennsylvania  would 
refuse  to  suspend  commerce ;  that  the  society  of  Friends  would 
arrest  every  step  toward  war;  that  New  York  would  never 
name  deputies  to  a  congress;  that  the  power  of  Great  Britain 
could  not  fail  to  crush  resistance.     The  exasperation  of  the 
se  fish  at  their  losses,  the  innate  reverence  for  order,  the  ha- 
bitual feeling  of  loyalty,  the  deeply  seated  love  for  England,  the 
teiTor  mspred  by  regiments  and  ships-of-war,  the  alfurements 
of  official  favor,  the  confidence  that  the  king  must  prevail  dis 
posed  a  considerable  body  of  men  to  concesSon.      ^         ' 
So  great  was  the  throng  to  the  Boston  town-meeting  of  the 

toTfoiIlll  'T  V"  ^'^'^""^^  ''-'^  ^-^Sl  Hall 
tor  d  t?  ^^'''^\'^''''^S-^onse.  There  the  opposition  mus, 
tered  their  utmost  strength,  in  the  hope  of  earring  a  vote  of 

pW  f"  t  r"^'*"  ^'  correspondence.     T^e  ques'on  o 
pacing  for  the  tea  was  evaded,  while  "the  league  and  cove- 
nant" was  cavilled  at     It  was  proposed  that  BoTon,  Kke  7el 

ZlcI^llTv     ""f  ^^'"^'^  ^''^^^  ^^^'^^  -''  only 
pioscnbed  by  the  king,  but  on  trial  in  a  Boston  town-meeting 

left  the  chair  and  took  his  place  on  the  floor.     His  enemie 

stand  nt  ft    T      T  '-^^-l^"™"^^^*'    ^n  the  next  day,  notlith^ 
ment  Xt  .        ?  '"''^'^'^  "^  '^'^  ^^^"^^^^  ^i  the  govem- 

?ie  town  Therb     T""  ""  ""''^''^'^  ^^  ^  ^^^  ^W 
ine  town  then,  by  a  decisive  vote,  bore  its  testimony  "to  the 

upright  intentions  and  honest  zeal  of  their  committee  of  cor 

::y^Tr?  :c^^    r ""  -^'-  ^^^^ 

•^    '     '" «•       ^'  ^^"  opposiijuu,  one  hundred  and 
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twenty-nine,  chiefly  the  addressers  to  Hutchinson,  confident  of 
a  speedy  triumph  through  the  power  of  Britain,  ostentatiously 
set  their  names  to  a  protest,  which,  under  the  appearance  of 
anxiety  for  the  prosperity  of  the  town,  recommended  un- 
quahfied  submission.  They  would  have  robbed  Boston  of  its 
great  name  in  the  annals  of  the  world. 

The  governor  hurried  to  the  aid  of  his  partisans ;  and  on 
the  following  day,  without  the  consent  of  the  council,  issued 
the  proclamation,  from  which  British  influence  never  recov- 
ered. He  called  the  combination  not  to  purchase  articles  im- 
ported from  Great  Britain  "  unwarrantable,  hostile,  and  trai- 
torous ; "  its  subscribers,  "  open  and  declared  enemies  of  the 
king  and  parhament  of  Great  Britain;"  and  he  "enjoined  all 
magistrates  and  other  officers,  within  the  several  counties  of 
the  province,  to  apprehend  and  secure  for  trial  all  persons  who 
might  publish  or  sign,  or  invite  others  to  sign,  the  covenant." 

For  any  purpose  of  making  an-ests  the  proclamation  was 
useless;  but,  as  the  exponent  of  the  temper  of  the  British 
administration,  it  was  read  throughout  the  continent  with  un- 
controllable indignation.  In  Boston  it  was  the  project  of  Gage 
to  fasten  charges  of  rebellion  on  individuals  as  a  pretext  for 
sending  them  to  jail.  On  Friday,  the  first  of  July,  Admiral 
Graves  arrived  in  the  Preston,  of  sixty  guns ;  on  Saturday, 
the  train  of  artillery  was  encamped  on  the  common  by  the  side 
of  two  regiments  that  were  there  before.  On  Monday,  these 
were  re-enforced  by  the  fifth  and  thirty-eighth.  Arrests,  it 
was  confidently  reported,  were  now  to  be  made.  In  this  mo- 
ment of  greatest  danger  the  Boston  committee  of  correspond- 
ence, Samuel  Adams,  the  two  Greenleafs,  Molineux,  Warren, 
and  others  bemg  present,  considered  the  rumor  that  some  of 
them  were  to  be  taken  up,  and  voted  unanimously  "  that  they 
would  attend  their  business  as  usual,  unless  prevented  by  brutal 
force." 

The  attempt  to  intimidate  gave  an  impulse  to  the  cove- 
nant. At  Plymouth,  the  subscribei*s  increased  to  about  a  hun- 
dred. The  general  excused  himself  for  not  executing  his 
threats  by  complaining  that  the  edicts  of  town-meetings  con- 
trolled the  pulpit,  the  press,  and  the  multitude,  overawed  the 
judges,  and  screened  "the  guilty."     "The  usurpation,"  said 
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he  "has  bj  time  acquired  a  firmness  that  is  not  to  be  amii- 
hilated  at  once,  or  by  ordinary  methods." 

The  arrival  of  Hutchinson  in  England  lulled  the  king  into 
momentary  security.     Tryon,  from  New  York,  had  said  that 
the  mmistei^  must  put  forth  the  whole  power  of  Great  Britain 
It  they  would  bring  America  to  their  feet;  Carleton  thought 
It  not  safe  to  undertake  a  march  from  the  St.  Lawrence  to  New 
York  with  less  than  ten  thousand  men ;  but  Hutchinson,  who 
on  reachmg  London,  was  hurried  by  Dartmouth  to  the  royal 
presence,  assured  the  king  that  the  port  bill  was  "  the  only  >dse 
and  effective  method"  of  bringing  the  people  of  Boston  to 
submission ;  that  it  had  occasioned  among  them  extreme  alarm : 
that  no  one  colony  would  comply  with  their  request  for  a  gen- 
eral suspension  of  commerce;  that  Ehode  Island  had  accom- 
panied its  refusal  with  a  sneer  at  their  selfishness.    The  king 

r^lTr  ""^f^l    ^l^'^  ^^'^  ^''^y  ^''  ^"  ^^^'  of  «torie! 
respecting  Boston;  had  been  told,  and  had  believed,  that 

Hutchmson  had  needed  a  guard  for  his  personal  safety    that 
the  New  England  ministers,  for  the  sake  of  promoting  liberty 
preached  a  toleration  for  any  immoralities;  that  Hancock's 
bills,  to  a  large  amount,  had,  been  dishonored.     He  knew  some- 
thing of  the  political  opinions  even  of  the  Boston  ministers, 
not  of  Chauncy  and  Cooper  only,  but  of  Pemberton,  whom,  a^ 
a  friend  to  government,  he  esteemed   "a  very  good  man" 
though  a  dissenter.     The  name  of  John  Adams,  who  had  only 
m  June  commenced  his  active  public  career,  had  not  yet  been 
heard  m  the  palace  which  he  was  so  soon  to  enter  as  the  min- 
ister of  a  republic.     Of  Gushing,  he  estimated  the  importance 
too  highly.    Aware  of  the  controlhng  power  of  Samuel  Adams 
he  asked:  "  What  gives  him  his  influence?"  and  Hutchinson 
answered :  «  A  great  pretended  zeal  for  liberty,  and  a  most  in- 
flexible natural  temper.     He  was  the  first  who  asserted  the  in- 
dependency of  the  colonies  upon  the  supreme  authority  of  the 
kingdom.      For  nearly  two  hours  the  king  continued  his  in- 
qumes,  and  was  encouraged  in  the  delusion  that  Boston  would 
be  left  unsupported.    The  author  of  the  pleasing  intelligence 
obtained  a  large  pension,  was  offered  the  rank  of  baronet,  and 
was  consulted  as  an  oracle ;  among  others,  by  the  historian 
ijibbon. 
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"  I  liave  just  seen  the  governor  of  Massacliiisetts,"  wrote 
the  king  to  Lord  North,  "  and  I  am  now  well  convinced  the 
province  will  soon  submit."  But,  as  soon  as  the  true  character 
of  the  port  act  became  known  in  America,  every  colony,  every 
city,  every  village,  and,  as  it  were,  the  inmates  of  every  house, 
felt  it  as  a  wound  of  their  affections,  and  vied  with  each  other 
in  liberality.  The  record  kept  at  Boston  shows  that  "  the  pa- 
triotic and  generous  people  "  of  South  Carolina  were  the  first  to 
minister  to  the  sufferers,  sending  early  in  June  two  hundred 
barrels  of  rice,  and  promising  eight  h^  uu:yd  more.  At  Wil- 
mington, North  Carolina,  the  sum  of  t:v)  thousand  pounds 
currency  was  raised  in  a  few  days ;  the  women  of  the  place 
gave  liberally ;  Parker  Quince  offered  his  vessel  to  carry  a  load 
of  provisions  freight  free,  and  master  and  mariners  volunteered 
to  navigate  her  without  wages. 

Hartford  was  first  in  Connecticut  to  pledge  assistance ;  but 
the  earliest  donation  was  of  two  hundred  and  fifty-eight  sheep 
from  Windham.  "  Gentlemen  "  of  Norwich  drove  two  hun- 
dred and  ninety-one,  the  gift  of  that  town.  "  The  taking  away 
of  civil  liberty  will  involve  the  ruin  of  religious  hberty,"  wi-ote 
the  ministers  of  Connecticut  to  the  ministers  of  Boston,  cheer- 
ing them  to  bear  their  heavy  load  "  with  vigorous  Christian 
fortitude  and  resolution."  "While  we  complain  to  heaven 
and  earth  of  the  cruel  oppression  we  are  under,  we  ascribe  right- 
eousness to  God,"  was  the  answer.  "  The  surprising  union  of 
the  colonies  affords  encouragement.  It  is  an  inexhaustible 
source  of  comfort  that  the  Lord  God  omnipotent  reigneth." 

The  small  parish  of  Brooklyn,  in  Connecticut,  through  their 
committee,  of  which  Israel  Putnam  was  a  member,  opened  a 
correspondence  with  Boston.  "  Your  zeal  in  favor  of  liberty," 
they  said,  "has  gained  a  name  that  shall  perish  but  with  the 
glorious  constellations  of  heaven."  Throughout  New  England, 
the  towns  sent  rye,  flour,  peas,  cattle,  sheep,  oil,  fish,  whatever 
land  or  sea  could  furnish,  and  sometimes  gifts  of  money.  The 
French  and  English  iiiliabitants  of  Quebec  jointly  shipped  a 
thousand  and  forty  bushels  of  wheat. 

Delaware  devised  plans  for  sending  relief  annually.  \ 
special  chronicle  could  hardly  enumerate  all  the  generous 
deeds.     Maryland  and  Virginia  contributed  liberally,  being 
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resolved  that  the  men  of  Boston,  who  were  deprived  of  their 
dailj  labor,  should  not  lose  their  daily  bread,  nor  be  compeUed 
to  change  their  residence  for  want.     Washington  headed  a  sub- 
scription  paper  with  a  gift  of  fifty  pounds,  and,  on  the  eigh- 
teenth  of  July,  he  presided  at  a  convention  of  Fairfax  county, 
where  twenty-four  very  comprehensive  resolutions,  which  had 
been  drafted  by  George  Mason  and  carefully  revised  by  a  com- 
mittee, were  with  but  one  dissentient  voice  adopted  by  the 
freeholders  and  inhabitants.    They  derived  the  settlement  of 
Yn-gmia  from  a  solemn  compact  with  the  crown,  conceded  no 
right  of  legislation  to  the  British  parliament,  acknowledged 
only  a  conditional  acquiescence  in  the  acts  of  navigation,  enu- 
merated  the  various  infringements  of  American  rights,  pro- 
posed non-importation  and,  if  necessary^,  non-exportation  as 
means  of  temporary  resistance,  urged  the  appointment  of  a 
congress  of  deputies  from  all  the  colonies,  and  recommended 
that  that  congress  should  conjure  the  king  "not  to  reduce  his 
faithful  subjects  to  a  state  of  desperation,  and  to  reflect  that 
from  their  sovereign  there  oould  be  but  one  appeal."    As  to 
the  further  importation  of  slaves,  their  words  were-   "TVe 
take  this  opportunity  of  declaring  our  most  earnest  wishes  to 
see  an  entire  stop  forever  put  to  such  a  wicked,  cruol,  and  un- 
natural trade."    These  resolves,  which  expressed  « the  sense  of 
the  people  of  Fairfax  county,"  were  ordered  to  be  presented  to 
the  hrst  convention  of  Yirginia.     "We  are  not  contending 
against  paying  the  duty  of  threepence  per  pound  on  tea  ^ 
burthensome,"  said  Washington ;  "  no,  it  is  the  right  only  that 
we  liave  all  along  disputed." 

Beyond  the  Blue  Ridge,  the  emigrants  on  the  banks  of  the 
bhenandoah,  many  of  them  Germans,  met  at  Woodstock,  a-  d 
with  Muhlenberg,  then  a  clergyman,  soon  to  be  a  military 
chief,  devoted  themselves  to  the  cause  of  liberty  Higher  up 
the  valley  of  Virginia,  where  the  plough  already  vied  with  the 
ritle,  aiid  the  hardy  hunters  had  begim  to  till  the  soil,  the  sum- 
mer of  that  year  ripened  the  wheat-fields  of  the  pioneers  not 
for  themselves  alone.  When  the  sheaves  had  been  harvested, 
and  the  corn  threshed  and  ground  in  a  countiy  as  yet  poorly 
provided  with  bams  or  mills,  the  backwoodsmen  of  Augusta 
county,  ^vlthout  any  pass  through  the  mountains  that  could  be 
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called  a  road,  delivered  at  Frederick  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
seven  barrels  of  flour  as  their  remittance  to  the  poor  of  Boston. 
Cheered  by  the  universal  sympathy,  its  inhabitants  "  were  de- 
termined to  hold  out,  and  appeal  to  the  justice  of  the  colonies 
and  of  the  world,"  trusting  in  God  that  "  these  things  should 
be  overruled  for  the  establishment  of  liberty,  virtue,  and  hap- 
piness in  America." 

George  III.  ranked  "  New  York  next  to  Boston  in  opposi- 
tion to  government."  There  was  no  place  where  a  congress 
was  more  desired,  and  none  where  the  determinations  of  the 
congress  were  more  sure  to  be  observed.  The  numerous  emi- 
grants from  New  England  brought  with  them  New  England 
principles ;  the  Dutch,  as  a  body,  never  loved  Britain.  Of  two 
great  families  which  the  system  of  manorial  grants  had  raised 
up,  the  Livingstons  inclined  to  republicanism,  and,  uniting 
activity  to  wealth  and  ability,  exercised  a  predominant  influ- 
ence. The  Delanceys — who,  by  taking  advantage  of  temporary 
prejudices,  had,  four  years  before,  carried  the  assembly — no 
longer  retained  the  public  confidence,  and  outside  of  the  legis- 
lature their  power  was  imperceptible. 

After  being  severed  from  Holland,  its  mother  country.  New 
York  had  no  attachment  to  any  European  state.  All  agreed  in 
the  necessity  of  resisting  the  pretensions  of  England ;  but  dif- 
ferences arose  as  to  the  persons  to  be  intrusted  with  the  direc- 
tion of  that  resistance,  and  as  to  the  imminence  and  extent  of 
the  danger.  The  merchants  wished  no  interruption  to  com- 
merce; the  Dutch  Keformed  church,  as  well  as  the  Episco- 
palians, were  not  free  from  jealousy  of  the  Congregationalists, 
and  the  large  landholders  were  alarmed  by  the  social  equality 
of  New  England.  The  people  of  New  York  had  destroyed 
consignments  of  the  East  India  company's  tea ;  but  the  British 
ministry  bore  their  act  without  rebuke,  striving  by  bland  lan- 
guage to  lull  them  into  repose.  The  executive  officers  had  for 
several  years  avoided  strife  with  the  assembly.  The  city  had 
been  the  centre  of  British  patronage,  and  friends  had  been 
won  by  the  distribution  of  contracts,  and  sometimes  by  com- 
missions in  the  army.  The  organs  of  the  ministry  were  to 
promise  on  the  part  of  the  crown  a  spirit  of  equity,  which  its 
conduct  toward  the  province  seemed  to  warrant  as  sincere. 


1774.     PREPARATIONS  FOR  A  GENERAL  CONGRESS.         31 

The  lovers  of  peace,  which  is  always  so  dear  to  a  commercial 
«c  iimumty,  revolted  at  the  thought  of  an  "appeal"  to  arms 
caught  eagerly  at  every  chance  of  an  honorable  escape  from  a 
desperate  conflict,  and  exerted  themselves  strenuously  to  secure 
the  management  of  affairs  to  men  of  property.    For  this  end 
taey  rehed  on  the  abihty  of  John  Jay,  a  young  lawyer  of  New 
^ork.    Descended  from  Huguenot  refugees,  educated  in  the 
city  at  Its  coUege,  of  the  severest  purity  of  morals,  aji  able 
writer,  and  a  ready  speaker,  his  superior  endowments,  his  activ- 
ity,  and  his  zeal  for  liberty,  were  tempered  by  a  love  for  order. 
He  was  both  shy  and  proud,  and  his  pride,  though  it  became 
less  visible,  suffered  no  diminution  from  time.    Tenacious  of 
ins  purposes  and  his  opinions,  sensitive  to  indignities  and 
prone  to  sudden  resentments,  not  remarkable  for  self-posses- 
sion, with  a  countenance  not  trained  to  concealment,  neither 
ouftlnT'  r,.P^«™P^^  ^'  advances,  he  was  alike  with- 
wl!      T  •  ^inclination  for  intrigue,  and  but  for  his  am- 
bition, which  he  always  subjected  to  his  sense  of  right   he 
would  have  seemed  formed  for  a  life  of  study  and  retirem'ent. 
On  the  four  h  of  July  1774,  it  was  carried  in  the  committee 
of  fifty-one  that  delegates  should  be  selected  to  serve  in  the 
general  congress.     Sears,  who  was  stiU  foremost  in  the  con- 
fidence of  the  mechanics,  seconded  by  Peter  van  Brugh  Liv- 
ingston,  a  man  of  great  intelUgence,  proposed  John  Morin  Scott 
and  Alexander  Macdougall.     Fitter  candidates  could  not  have 
been  found;  but  they  were  both  passed  over  by  a  great  ma- 
jority and  the  committee  nominated  Philip  Livingston,  Alsop, 
Ix)w,  Duane,  and  Jay,  all  of  whom  as  yet  repressed  the  thought 
of  independence.    The  mass  of  the  inhabitants  resolved  to  de- 
feat this  selection     On  Wednesday,  the  sixth  of  July,  many 

i  A^' f  P^"";?  ^ '"^^^^^'' ^^^°^b^^d  in  t^e  Fields;  and, 
with  Macdougall  m  the  chair,  they  recommended  the  Boston 

?n  wvf  t^P^^,^^"g  ^^d«'  and  approved  a  general  congress, 

11    ;  y       ?'  'T^^'  '^  '^^^^"^^'  '^'y  P^^P-^^d  *o  elec 
representatives  by  a  colonial  convention 

The  committee  of  fifty-one,  keeping  steadily  in  view  the 
hope  of  conciliation  with  England,  disavowed  the  meeting  in 
tiie  Fields.  A  minority  of  nine.  Sears,  Macdougall,  Yan  Bnigh 
Livingston  bemg  of  the  number,  in  their  turn  disavowed  the 
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committee  from  which  they  withdrew.  The  conservative  party, 
on  their  side,  offered  resolutions  which  Jay  had  drafted,  and 
whicli  seemed  to  question  the  conduct  of  Boston  in  destroying 
the  tea ;  but  the  people,  moved  by  the  eloquence  of  John  Mo- 
rin  Scott,  rejected  them  as  wanting  in  vigor  and  tending  to 
disunion. 

In  this  way  began  the  conflict  of  two  parties  which  were  to 
increase  in  importance  and  spread  throughout  the  country. 
The  one  held  to  what  was  established  and  made  changes  only 
from  necessity ;  the  other  welcomed  reform  and  went  out  to 
meet  it.  The  one  anchored  on  men  of  property ;  the  other  on 
the  mass  of  the  people :  the  one,  loving  liberty,  was  ever  anx- 
ious for  order ;  the  other,  finnly  attached  to  order  which  it 
never  doubted  its  power  to  maintain,  was  mainly  anxious  for 
freedom. 

During  this  strife  in  New  York  the  inhabitants  of  South 
Carolina  held  in  Charleston  a  meeting  which  continued  through 
three  days.  The  merchants,  among  whom  were  factors  for 
British  houses,  agreed  with  the  planters  in  the  necessity  of  a 
congress,  to  wiiich  both  parties,  by  way  of  compromise,  referred 
the  regulation  of  commerce.  As  the  election  of  deputies  was 
to  be  contested,  the  name  of  each  voter  was  registered,  and  the 
ballot  kept  open  till  midnight  on  the  seventh.  It  then  appeared 
that  the  planters  had  elected  Gadsden,  Lynch,  and  John  Kut- 
ledge,  the  boldest  members  of  the  congress  of  17G5,  with  Edward 
Kutledge  and  Middleton.  The  delegates  elect  were  empow- 
ered to  agree  to  a  suspension  of  exports  as  well  as  imports.  A 
general  committee  of  ninety-nine  was  appointed,  of  whom  the 
disproportionate  number  of  thirty  were  taken  from  Charleston, 
and  nearly  all  the  rest  from  the  parishes  near  the  sea.  In  due 
+ime,  the  house  of  assembly,  meeting  at  eight  in  the  morning, 
just  half  an  hour  before  the  governor  sent  to  prorogue  them, 
confirmed  these  proceedings  and  ratified  the  choice  of  delegates 
to  congress. 

The  convention  of  Pennsylvania,  which,  with  Thomas 
"Willing  for  its  president,  was  but  an  echo  of  the  opinion  of 
Dickinson,  recommended  an  indemnity  to  the  East  India  com- 
pany, dissuaded  from  suspending  trade,  and  advised  the  gentler 
method  of  a  claim  of  redress.    The  idea  of  independence  they 
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disowned  and  abhorred.  If  Britain  would  repeal  the  obnoxious 
acts,  they  were  ready  to  engage  their  obedience  to  the  acts  of 
navigation,  and  to  settle  an  annual  revenue  on  the  king,  subject 
to  the  control  of  parliament.  They  referred  the  choice  of  dele- 
gates to  the  proprietary  assembly,  in  which  Quakers  and  roy- 
alists had  a  majority ;  for  Dickinson  desired  to  maintain  the 
proprietary  government  and  charter. 

These  views,  which  were  intended  as  instructions  from  the 
people  to  the  men  who  might  be  chosen  to  represent  them  in 
congress,  Dickinson  accompanied  with  a  most  elaborate  argu- 
ment, in  which  the  rights  of  the  colonies  were  confirmed  by 
citations  from  a  long  train  of  lawyers,  philosophers,  poets, 
statesmen,  and  divines,  from  the  times  of  Sophocles  and  Aris- 
totle  to  Beccaria  and  Blackstone.  Tenderly  susceptible  to  the 
ideas  of  justice  and  right,  he  refused  to  beUeve  that  a  British 
ministry  or  king  could  be  deaf  to  his  appeals  ;  and  he  shrunk 
from  perilling  the  fortunes  and  lives  of  millions.  His  success 
in  allaying  the  impassioned  enthusiasm  of  patriotism  went  be- 
yond his  intentions.  The  assembly  of  Pennsylvania,  which 
was  suddenly  called  together  on  the  eighteenth  of  July,  passed 
him  over  in  electing  their  delegates  to  the  continental  congress, 
and  preferred  Galloway,  their  speaker,  whose  %alty  to  tho 
king  admitted  of  no  question  and  who  was  suffered  to  draw  up 
his  OHTi  instnictions. 

In  New  Jersey,  AVitherspoon,  a  Presbyterian  minister,  presi- 
dent of  Princeton  college,  and  "as  high  a  Son  of  Liberty  as 
any  man  in  America,"  met  the  committee  at  New  Brunswick ; 
and  with  William  Livingston  labored  to  instruct  their  delegates 
that  the  tea  should  not  be  paid  for.  The  matter  was  left  to  the 
general  congress,  to  which  William  Livingston  was  chosen. 

From  New  Hampshire,  the  members  of  its  convention 
brought  with  them  money,  contributed  by  the  several  towns 
to  defray  the  expenses  of  a  representation  in  congress.  The 
inhabitants  of  that  province  solemnized  tlieir  action  by  keep- 
ing a  day  of  fasting  and  public  prayer.  Massachusetts  did  the 
same ;  and  Gage,  who  looked  with  stupid  indifference  on  the 
spectacle  of  thirteen  colonies  organizing  themselves  as  one  peo- 
ple, on  occasion  of  the  fast  issued  a  proclamation  against  "  hv- 
pocrlsy  and  sedition." 
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Meantime,  New  York  had  grown  weary  of  dissensions. 
The  persons  nominated  for  congress  gave  in  writing  a  satisfac- 
tory profession  of  their  zeal  for  liberty ;  and,  on  tho  tweuty- 
Bcvcntli  of  July,  the  nomination  was  unanimously  ratified  by 
the  inhabitants.  Yet  tho  delegation  was  lukewarm  and  di- 
vided, leaving  Virginia  to  give  tho  example  of  energy  and 


courage. 


Dunmore  had  issued  writs  for  an  assembly ;  but  the  dele- 
gates from  the  counties  of  Virginia  none  the  less  came  to- 
gether in  convention.  Illness  detained  Jefferson  on  the  road, 
but  he  sent  for  inspection  a  paper  which  foreshadowed  the 
declaration  of  independence.  It  was  presented  by  Peyton 
Randolph,  and  printed  by  some  of  the  delegates.  Enumerat- 
ing the  grievances  which  affected  all  the  colonies,  it  made  a 
special  complaint  of  a  wrong  to  Virginia.  "  For  tho  most 
trifling  reasons,"  said  he,  "  and  sometimes  for  no  conceivable 
reason  at  all,  his  majesty  ha.^  rejected  laws  of  the  most  salutary 
tendency.  The  abolition  of  domestic  slavery  is  the  great  ob- 
ject of  desire  in  those  colonies  where  it  was  unliappily  intro- 
duced in  their  infant  state.  But,  previous  to  the  enfranchise- 
ment of  the  slaves  we  have,  it  is  necessary  to  exclude  all  further 
importations  from  Africa  ;  yet  our  repeated  attempts  to  effect 
this  by  prohibitions,  and  by  imposing  duties  which  might 
amount  to  a  prohibition,  have  been  hitherto  defeated  by  his 
majesty's  negative,  thus  preferring  tho  immediate  advantage 
of  a  few  British  corsairs  to  the  lasting  interests  of  the  Ameri- 
can states,  and  to  the  rights  of  human  nature,  deeply  wounded 
by  this  infamous  practice."  Of  these  words  every  heart  ac- 
knowledged the  justice.  Moreover,  the  Fairfax  resolves,  in 
which  George  Mason  and  "Washington  had  given  their  solemn 
judgment  against  the  slave-trade,  were  brought  by  the  Fairfax 
delegates  before  the  convention;  and,  in  August,  thct  body 
came  to  the  unanimous  vote :  "  A.fter  the  first  day  of  Novem- 
her  next  we  will  neither  ourselves  import  nor  purchase  any 
slave  or  slaves  imported  by  any  other  person,  either  from  Af- 
rica, the  "West  Indies,  or  any  other  place." 

On  the  affairs  of  Massachusetts  the  temper  of  the  Virgini- 
ans ran  exceedingly  high.  "An  innate  spirit  of  freedom," 
such  were  the  words  of  Washington,  "  tells  uie  that  the  meaa- 
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uros  which  tho  administration  are  most  violently  pursuing  are 
opposed  to  every  principle  of  natural  justice."     He  was  cer 
tain  that  it  was  neither  tho  wish  nor  tho  interest  of  any  gov- 
ernment on  the  continent,  separately  or  collectively,  to  set  up 
independence ;  but  ho  rejected  indignantly  the  claim  of  par- 
haraent,  and  saw  no  « reason  to  expect  anythin^r  from  their 
justice."     "The  crisis,"  he  said,  "is  arrived  when  we  must 
assert  our  rights,  or  submit  to  every  imposition  that  can  be 
heaped  upon  us,  till  custom  and  use  shall  make  us  tame  and 
abject  slaves."     From  the  first,  he  was  convinced  that  there 
wjis  not  "  anything  to  be  expected  from  petitioning."    "  Ouo-ht 
we  not,  then,"  he  exclaimed,  «to  put  our  virtue  and  forti- 
tude to   the  severest    test  ? »     Thus    Washington    reasoned 
with  his  friends.    In  the  convention,  Richard  Henry  Lee  and 
1  atnck  Henry  were  heard  with  such  delight  that  the  one  was 
compared  to  Cicero,  the  other  to  Demosthenes.    But  Washint. 
ton,  who  never  was  able  to  see  distress  without  a  desire  t^'o 
assuage  it,  made  the  most  effective  speech  when  he  uttered  the 
wish  to  "raise  one  thousand  men,  subsist  them  at  his  own  ex- 
pense, and  inarch  at  their  head  for  the  relief  of  Boston  » 

Through  the  press,  the  great  lawyer  Thomson  Mason  denied 
the  right  of  a  British  pariiament  to  make  laws  for  the  colo- 
nies and  specially  held  up  the  laws  of  navigation  "as  a  badge 
of  slavery,  never  to  be  submitted  to."    The  wi-ongs  done  to 
Boston  seemed  to  him  "little  less  than  a  declaration  of  war" 
In  order  to  make  the  repelling  of  illegal  force  one  general 
act  of  all  America,  let  each  colony,"  said  he,  "  send  a  quota  of 
men  to  perform  this  service,  and  let  the  respective  quotas  be 
settled  in  the  general  congress.     These  measures  will  be  the 
most  moderate,  the  most  constitutional,  and  the  most  effectual 
you  can  pursue.     I  do  not  wish  to  survive  the  liberty  of  mv 
country  one  single  moment,  and  am  determined  to  risk  my 
all  m  supporting  it."  '' 

The  resolves  and  instructions  of  Virginia  claimed  that  the 
restrictions  on  navigation  should  be  restrained.  Especially 
were  they  incensed  at  the  threat  of  Gage  to  use  the  deadly 
weapon  of  constnictive  treason  against  such  inhabitants  of 
Massachusetts,  as  should  assemble  to  consider  nf  their  -ri-- 
aiices,  and  form  associafions  for  their  common"  conductT aid 
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they  voted  that  '•'  the  attempt  to  execute  this  illegal  and  odious 
proclamation  would  justify  resistance  and  reprisal." 

The  first  provincial  congress  of  North  Carolina  met  in 
August,  at  JTewbBm,  under  the  eye  and  in  defiance  of  its  gov- 
ernor. In  their  comprehensive  resolutions  the  rights  of  Amer- 
ica were  clearly  stated  and  absolutely  claimed ;  a  convention  of 
a  county  in  Massachusetts  could  not  have  better  enumerated 
the  acts  of  that  province  which  they  approved.  If  grievances 
were  not  redressed,  they  were  ready  to  cease  all  importations 
and  all  exportations  even  of  the  staples  on  which  their  pros- 
perity depended.  They  heartily  approved  the  meeting  of  a 
continental  congress ;  and  electing  Hooper,  Hughes,  and  Cas- 
well as  their  deputies,  they  invested  them  with  the  amj)lest 
powers. 

After  their  adjournment,  James  Iredell,  of  Edenton,  a 
British  official,  addres&ed  through  the  press  the  inhabitants  of 
Great  Britain,  as  constituting  the  greatest  state  on  earth  be- 
cause it  was  the  most  free ;  and  as  able  to  preserve  the  connec- 
tion with  America  only  by  delighting  in  seeing  their  friends 
as  free  and  happy  as  themselves. 
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CHAPTER  III. 

MASSACnUSETTS   DEFEATS   THE  ATTEMPT  OF  THE  BRITISH  PAB- 
LIAMENT  TO  CHANGE  ITS   CHARTER. 

May-August  1774. 

The  colonies  needed  for  their  support  against  Britain  the 
aUiance  of  France,  but  Louis  XY.,  in  the  last  years  of  his  l^e 
courted  he  friendship  of  George  III,  not  to'lfface  the  fake 
notion  of  international  enmity  which  was  a  brand  on  the  civili- 
zation of  that  age,  but  to  gain  new  support  for  monarchical 
power.    On  the  tenth  day  of  May  he  died,  and  Louis  XVL,  the 
"desired  one  "  of  the  people,  while  not  yet  twenty  years  old 
suddenly  became  king.     The  city  of  Paris  was  delirious  with 
joy  at  his  accession.     "It  is  our  paramount  wish  to  make  our 
people  happy,"  was  the  language  of  the  first  edict  of  the  new 
absolu  e  prince.     "He  excels  in  writing  prose,"  said  Yoltai^ 
on  reading  the  words  of  promise;  "heleems  inspired  by  S 
ens  Aurehus;  he  desires  what  is  good  and  doe's  it.    Hap^y 
they  who,  like  him,  are  but  twenty  years  old,  and  wHl  W 
enjoy  the  sweets  of  his  reign."  ,      u  wm  long 

The  young  monarch,  when  heir  to  the  throne  of  France 
had  not  been  admitted  to  the  royal  council,  and  had  grown  up 
Ignorant  of  business.    In  manner  he  was  awkward^nrem- 
ba  massed,  and  even  at  his  own  court  iil  at  ease.     He  Z 

int  aX      T-l""""'  ""  "^^^^^  ^P^^^'  --  ^11-t  be^ 
mg    and  a  warlike  nation  inter^^^eted  his  torpid  languor  as  a 
want  of  com-age     His  sphere  of  vision  was  narrow  and  he 
l?f  :i'^"^f  ™^  to  details  or  matters  of  little  iml^l' 
1.10  tuxH  ux  mmd  was  serious,  yet  his  countenance  betrayed 
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irresolution,  foreboding  an  unsteadiness  in  the  administration 
springing  from  liis  own  character,  and  making  his  life  a  long 
equipoise  between  right  intentions  and  exscutive  feebleness. 
He  believed,  like  his  predecessor,  that  the  king  alone  should 
reign ;  yet  his  state  papers  were  soon  to  cite  reverently  the  law 
of  nature  and  the  rights  of  man ;  and  the  will  of  the  people 
was  to  walk  its  rounds  in  the  palace,  invisible  yet  supreme. 

Marie  Antoinette,  the  new  queen,  in  the  splendor  of  supreme 
rank,  preserved  the  gay  cheerfulness  of  youth.  Soon  after  her 
arrival  in  France  her  mother  wrote  to  her :  "  God  has  crowned 
you  with  so  much  grace  and  sweetness  and  docility  that  all  the 
world  must  love  you."  She  was  conscious  of  being  lovely, 
and  was  willing  to  be  admired ;  but  she  knew  how  to  temper 
graceful  condescension  with  august  severity.  Impatient  of 
stately  etiquette,  which  controlled  her  choice  of  companions 
even  more  than  the  disposition  of  her  hours,  she  was  ready  to 
break  away  from  wearisome  formalities  -with  eager  vivacity. 
From  the  same  quickness  of  nature  she  readily  took  part  in 
any  prevailing  pubhc  excitement,  regardless  of  reasons  of  state. 

Caron  do  Beaumarchais,  the  sparkling  dramatist  and  rest- 
less plebeian  adventurer,  made  haste  to  recommend  to  the 
royal  patronage  his  genius  for  intrigue.  "  Is  there,"  said  he 
through  Sartine,  then  the  head  of  the  poHco,  "  anything  which 
the  king  wishes  to  know  alone  and  at  once,  anything  which  he 
wishes  done  quickly  and  secretly,  here  am  I,  who  have  at  his 
service  a  head,  a  heart,  arms,  and  no  tongue." 

The  sovereign  of  Spain,  on  wishing  his  kinsman  joy  of  his 
accession,  reminded  him,  as  the  head  of  the  Bourbons,  of  their 
double  relationship  by  his  mother's  side,  as  well  as  his  father's, 
and  ex-pressed  the  wish  for  "their  closest  union  and  most 
perfect  harmony ; "  for,  said  he,  "  the  family  compact  is  the 
guarantee  of  the  prosperity  and  glory  of  our  house." 

The  "  London  Court  Gazette "  announced  Louis  XYI.  as 
"king  of  France,"  though  English  official  language  hereto- 
fore, and  the  herald's  office  still  knew  no  other  king  of  France 
than  the  king  of  Great  Britain. 

At  the  same  time,  the  British  ministers,  always  jealous  of 
the  Bourbons,  kept  spies  to  guess  at  the  secrets  of  the  French 
ministers,  and  bribe  workmen  in  their  navy-yards  for  a  report 
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of  every  keel  that  was  laid,  of  every  new  armament  or  re- 
enforcement  of  tlie  usual  fleets ;  and,  from  apprehensions  of 
interference  which  could  not  be  lulled  to  sleep,  thej  were 
impelled  to  force  the  American  struggle  to  an  immediate  issue. 
The  continuance  of  the  cordial  understanding  between 
Britain  and  France  would  depend  upon  the  persons  in  whom 
the  young  king  should  place  his  confidence.    Conforming  to  the 
public  wish,  he  began  by  dismissing  the  ministers  of  his  pre- 
decessor, and  then  felt  the  need  of  a  guide.    Marie  Antoinette 
would  have  recalled  Choiseul,  the  supporter  of  an  intimate 
friendship  between  France  and  Austria,  the  passionate  adver- 
sary of  England,  the  prophet  and  the  favorer  of  American  in- 
dependence ;  but  filial  respect  restrained  the  king,  for  Clioiseul 
had  been  at  variance  with  his  father.    He  turned  to  his  aunte 
for  advice ;  and  their  choice  fell  on  the  Count  de  Manrepas 
from^  their  regard  for  his  experience,  general  good  character, 
and  independence  of  the  parties  at  court. 

Not  descended  from  the  old  nobility,  Maurepas  belono-ed 
to  a  family  which,  within  a  hundred  and  fifty  years,  had  fur- 
nished nine  secretaries  of  state.    He  came  into  ofiice  in  the 
last  days  of  Louis  XIY.    Under  the  successor  of  that  monarch 
he  made  it  his  glory  to  restore  the  navy  of  his  countiy,  and 
had  the  repute  of  hating  England.    Foreign  envoys  at  Paria 
foretold  for  France  a  great  part  if  he  ever  should  be  intrusted 
with  the  government.    At  the  age  of  seventy-three,  and  after- 
an  exile  from  the  court  of  twenty-five  years,  he  was  still,  as  he 
had  been  in  youth,  polite,  selfish,  jealous,  and  superficial.    De- 
spising gravity  of  manner  and  airs  of  mystery,  and  incapable' 
of  serious  passion  or  profound  reflection,  he  charmed  by  the 
courtesy  and  ease  of  his  conversation,  enjoying  the  present 
moment,  careless  of  the  future  which  he  was  not  to  share,  and 
taking  all  things  so  easily  that  age  did  not  wear  him  out.    Full 
of  petty  artifice  in  attack,  of  sly  dexterity  in  defence,  ho  could 
put  aside  weighty  objections  by  mirth,  and  laugh  even  at. 
merit,  having  no  faith  in  virtues  that  were  difficult.    With 
all  the  patronage  of  France  in  his  gift,  he  took  from  the  treas- 
ury only  enough  to  meet  his  increased  expenses,  keeping  house- 
with  well-ordered  simplicity,  and  at  his  death  leaving  neither 
debts  nor  savings.     Present  tranquilUty  was  his  object,  rather 
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than  honor  among  coming  generations.  He  -was  li])eral,  and 
willing  that  the  public  good  should  prevail,  but  not  at  the 
risk  of  his  ascendency  with  the  king.  A  jealousy  of  superior 
talents  Avas  his  only  ever  wakeful  passion.  To  foreign  ambas- 
sadors he  paid  the  attentions  claimed  by  their  station ;  but  the 
professions  which  he  lavished  with  graceful  levity  had  such  an 
air  of  nothingness  that  no  one  ever  confided  in  them  enough 
to  gain  the  right  of  charging  him  seriously  with  duplicity.  To 
men  of  every  condition  he  never  forgot  to  show  due  regard, 
disguising  his  unfailing  deference  to  rank  by  freedom  of  re- 
mark and  gayety.  His  administration  was  sure  to  be  weak,  for 
it  was  his  maxim  never  to  hold  out  against  any  one  who  had 
power  enough  to  be  formidable,  and  he  wished  to  please  alike 
the  courtiers  and  public  opinion,  the  nobility  and  the  philoso- 
phers, those  who  stickled  for  the  king's  absolute  sway  and 
those  who  clamored  for  the  restoration  of  parliaments,  those 
who  wished  a  cordial  understanding  with  England  and  those 
who  favored  her  insurgent  colonies.  Louis  XVI.  was  looking 
for  an  experienced  and  firm  guide  to  correct  his  own  indeci- 
sion ;  and  he  fell  upon  a  well-mannered,  complacent  old  gentle- 
man, who  had  the  same  fault  with  himself. 

Declining  a  department,  Maurepas,  as  the  head  of  the  cabi- 
net, selected  his  own  associates,  choosing  men  by  whom  he 
feared  neither  to  be  superseded  nor  eclipsed.     To  the  Count 
•de  Yergennes  was  assigned  the  department  of  foreign  affairs. 
The  veteran  statesman,  then  fifty-seven  years  old,  was  of  ple- 
beian origin,  and  married  to  a  plebeian ;  unsupported  by  the 
high  nobility,  and  without  claims  on  Austria  or  Marie  Antoi- 
nette.    His  father  had  been  president  of  the  parliament  at 
Dijon.     His  oAvn  diplomatic  career  began  in  1740,  and  had 
been  marked  by  moderation,  vigilance,  and  success.    He  had 
the  courage  of  Choiseul,  equal  acquaintance  with  courts,  equal 
sensitiveness  to  the  dignity  of  France,  and  greater  self-control. 
Indefatigably  laborious,  he  conducted  aflfairs  with  method,  rec- 
titude, and  clearness.     His  character  was  firm,  his  mode  of 
thinking  liberal,  and  he  loved  to  surround  himself  Avith  able 
men.     His  conversation  was  marked  by  caution ;  his  manner, 
grave  and  coldly  polite.     As  he  served  a  weak  king,  he  was 
always  on  his  guard,  and  to  give  a  categorical  answer  was  his 
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aversion.  Like  nearly  every  Frenehman  of  that  day,  he  was 
thoroughly  a  monarchist;  and  he  gained  at  once,  and  ever  re- 
tained the  good  opinion  of  Louis  XYI.  Eleven  years  before, 
he  had  predicted  that  the  conquest  of  Canada  Avould  hasten 
the  independence  of  British  America,  and  he  was  now  from 
vantage-ground  to  watch  his  prophecy  come  true. 

The  philosophers  of  the  day,  hke  the  king,  wished  the 
happiness  of  the  people,  and  public  opinion  required  that  they 
should  be  represented  in  the  cabinet.     Maurepas  complied. 
Malesherbes  received  the  department  of  Paris  and  the  police 
of  the  kingdom.    The  ministry  of  the  marine  was  conferred 
on  Turgot,  whose  name  was  as  yet  little  known  at  Paris,  and 
whose  artlessness  made  him  even  a  less  dangerous  rival  than 
Vergennes.     Coming  forward  in  the  purity  of  studious  phi- 
losophy to  take  part  in  active  life,  he  was  well-informed, 
amiable,  and  of  a  taste  the  most  delicate  and  sure;  austere, 
yet  holding  it  to  be  every  man's  business  to  solace  those  who 
suffer;  wishing  the  accomplishment   of  good,  not  his  own 
glory  in  doing  it.    For  him  the  human  race  was  one  great 
family  under  a  common  Father;  always,  through  calm  and 
through  "agitations,"  through  good  and  through  ill,  through 
sorrow  and  through  joy,  on  the  march,  though  at  "a  slow 
step,"  toward  a  greater  perfection.    In  five  weeks  he  so  won 
upon  his  sovereign's  good-will  that  he  was  transferred  to  the 
ministry  of  finance.     This  was  the  wish  of  all  the  philosophers  : 
of  Alembert,  Condorcet,  Bailly,  La  Harpe,  Marmontel,  Thomas, 
Condillac,  Morellet,  and  Voltaire.    Nor  of  them  alone.     "  Tur- 
got," said  Malesherbes,  "has  the  heart  of  L'H6pital  and  the 
head  of  Bacon."      His  candor,  moreover,  gave  him  clear- 
sightedness and  distinctness  of  pui-pose;  his  hopefulness  prom- 
ised to  bear  him  serenely  through  the  bitter  warfare  with 
selfish  passions.    At  a  moment  when  everybody  confessed  that 
reform  was  essential,  it  seemed  a  national  benediction  that  a 
youthful  king  should  intrust  the  task  of  amendment  to  a  states- 
man who  in  a  libertine  age  joined  unquestioned  probity  to 
comprehensive  intelligence  and  administrative  experience.     At 
his  accession,  the  cry  of  joy  broke  from  Yoltaire :  "A  new 
world  is  about  to  bloom." 

In  France,  the  peasants  were  poor  and  ignorant,  but,  like  all 
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Frenchmen,  were  free,  and  in  the  happiest  provinces  had  been 
so  for  half  a  thousand  years.    In  many  parts  of  the  kingdom 
they  had  retained  their  rights  of  property  in  the  acres  which 
they  tilled.     The  defence  of  the  country  had  passed  from  the 
king  and  his  peers  with  their  vassals  to  the   king  and  his 
standing  army.     With  the  decay  of  the  feudal  system  the 
nobles  sought  service  in  his  pay ;  their  vassals  became  a  people. 
The  nobility,  claiming  for  themselves  exemptions  from 
taxation  which  of  old  belonged  to  them  in  return  for  their  de- 
fence of  the  kingdom,  gave  up  none  of  their  claims  on  the 
peasants  who  were  crushed  under  a  complicated  system  of  irre- 
deemable dues  to  roads  and  canals ;  to  the  bakehouse  and  the 
brewery  of  the  lord  of  the  manor ;  to  his  wine-press  and  his 
mill;  to  his  tolls  at  the  river,  the  market,  or  the  fair;  to 
ground-rents  and  quit-rents  and  fines  on  alienation.    But  there 
existed  no  hannonizing  of  the   contrasts  between  privilege 
and  poverty.     The  poor,  though  gay  by  temperament,  lived 
sad  and  apart ;  bereft  of  intercourse  with  superior  culture ; 
never  mirthful  but  in  mockery  of  misery ;  not  cared  for  in 
their  want,  nor  solaced  in  hospitals,  nor  visited  in  prisons. 
The  annual  public  expenditures  largely  exceeding  the  revenue, 
the  nobility  suffered  the  monarch  to  impose  taxes  on  the  un- 
privileged classes  at  liis  will    The  imposts,  which  in  two  cen- 
turies had  increased  tenfold,  fell  almost  exclusively  on  the 
lowly,  who  toiled  and  suffered ;  having  no  redress  against  those 
employed  by  the  government;  regarding  the  monarch  with 
touching  reverence  and  love,  though  they  knew  him  mostly  as 
the  power  that  harried  them  ;  ruled  as  though  joy  were  no  fit 
companion  for  labor ;  as  though  want  were  the  necessary  goad 
to  industry,  and  sorrow  the  only  guarantee  of  quiet.     They 
were  the  strength  of  the  kingdom,  the  untiring  producers  of  its 
wealth,  the  source  of  supply  of  its  armies,  the  chief  contribu- 
tors to  the  royal  revenue,  and  yet  so  forlorn  was  their  condi- 
tion that  they  cherished  scarcely  a  dim  vision  of  a  happier  futu- 
rity on  earth. 

Out  of  this  sad  state  Turgot  undertook  to  lift  his  country 
by  peace,  order,  and  economy.  "  It  is  to  you  personally,"  said 
he  to  Louis  XYI.,  "  to  the  man,  honest,  just,  and  good,  rather 
than  to  the  king,  that  I  give  myself  up.     You  have  confided 
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to  me  tho  happiness  of  your  people,  and  the  care  of  maldno- 
you  and  your  authority  beloved ;  but  I  shall  have  to  combat 
those  who  gain  by  abuses,  the  prejudices  against  all  reform, 
the  majority  of  the  court,  and  every  solicitor  of  favors.  I  shall 
sacrifice  myself  for  the  people ;  but  I  may  incur  even  their 
hatred  by  tho  very  measures  I  shall  take  to  prevent  their  dis- 
tress." "  Have  no  fear,"  said  the  king,  pressing  the  hand  of 
his  new  comptroller-general ;  "  I  shall  always  support  you." 

The  policy  of  Turgot  implied  a  continuance  of  peace ;  yet 
the  distrust  of  England,  as  an  ever  vigilant  and  unscrupulous 
rival  which  in  1755  had  begun  hostilities  without  notice  and 
at  the  end  of  the  war  had  stripped  France  of  its  best  acquisi- 
tions in  America  and  Hindostan,  could  not  be  hushed.  French 
statesmen,  therefore,  bent  the  ear  to  catch  the  earliest  surgings 
of  American  discontent ;  and  they  observed  of  the  instructions 
from  the  convention  of  Virginia  to  its  delegates  in  the  conti- 
nental congress :  «  They  are  the  first  which  propose  to  restrain 
the  act  of  navigation  itself,  and  give  pledges  to  resist  force  by 
force." 

On  Saturday,  the  sixth  of  August,  Gage  received  an  official 
copy  of  the  act  of  parliament  "for  the  better  regulating  the 
province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay."  It  was,  on  the  side  of 
Great  Britain,  aggressive  and  revolutionary ;  it  had  been  strenu- 
ously resisted  and  was  utterly  condemned  by  the  Whig  party 
of  England.  That  the  memory  of  their  resistance  might  not 
perish,  Rockingham  and  his  friends  had  placed  on  the  records 
of  the  house  of  lords  their  protest  against  the  act.  They  con- 
demned it  "because,"  said  they,  "a  definitive  legal  offence,  by 
which  a  forfeiture  of  the  charter  is  incurred,  has  not  been 
clearly  stated  and  fully  proved  ;  neither  has  notice  of  this  ad- 
verse proceeding  been  given  to  the  parties  affected ;  neither 
have  they  been  heard  in  their  own  defence ;  and  because  the 
governor  and  council  are  intrusted  with  powers  with  which 
the  British  constitution  has  not  trusted  his  majesty  and  privy 
council,  BO  that  the  lives  and  properties  of  the  subjects  are  put 
into  their  hands  without  control." 

The  principle  of  tho  statute  was  the  concentration  of  all 
executive  power,  including  the  courts  of  justice,  in  the  hands 
of  the  royal  governor.     Without  previous  notice  to  Massachu- 
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setts  and  witliout  a  hearing,  it  took  away  rights  and  liberties 
which  the  people  had  enjoyed  from  the  foundation  of  the  col- 
ony, except  in  the  evil  days  of  James  II.,  and  which  had  been 
renewed  in  the  charter  from  William  and  Mary.     That  charter 
was  coeval  with  the  great  English  revolution,  had  been  the 
organic  law  of  the  people  of  Massachusetts  for  more  than  eighty 
years,  and  was  associated  in  their  minds  with  every  idea  of 
English  liberty  and  every  sentiment  of  loyalty  to  tlio  English 
cro\vn.    Under  its  provisions,  the  councillors,  twenty-eight  in 
number,  had  been  annually  chosen  by  a  convention  of  the 
council  for  the  former  year  and  the  assembly,  subject  only  to 
the  negative  of  the  governor;  henceforward  they  were  to  be 
not  less  than  twelve  nor  more  than  thirty-six,  were  to  derive 
their  appointments  and  their  emoluments  from  tlio  king  and 
to  bo  removable  at  his  pleasure.    The  governor  received  author- 
ity, without  consulting  his  council,  to  appoint  and  to  remove 
aU  judges  of  the  inferior  courts,  justices  of  the  peace,  and  all 
officers  belonging  to  the  council  and  the  courts  of  justice. 
The  governor  and  council  might  change  the  sheriffs  as  often 
as  they  pleased.     In  case  of  a  vacancy,  the  governor  was  to  ap- 
point the  chief  justice  and  judges  of  the  superior  court,  who 
were  to  hold  their  commissions  during  the  pleasure  of  the  kino-, 
and  depend  on  his  good-will  for  the  amount  and  the  payment 
of  their  salaiies.     The  right  of  selecting  juries  was  taken  from 
the  inhabitants  and  freeholders  of  the  towns,  and  conferred 
on  the  sheriffs  of  the  several  counties  within  the  province. 
This  regulating  act,  moreover,  uprooted  the  dearest  institution 
of  New  England,  whoso  people,  from  the  iii-st  settlement  of 
the  country,  had  been  accustomed  in  their  town-meetings  to 
transact  all  business  that  touched  them  most  nearly  as  fathers, 
as  freemen,  and  as  Christians.     There  they  adopted  local  taxes 
to  keep  up  their  free  schools ;  tliero  they  regulated  the  mu- 
nicipal concerns  of  the  year;  there  they  chose  their  representa- 
tives and  instructed  them ;  and,  as  the  limits  of  the  parish  and 
the  town  were  usually  the  same,  there  most  of  them  took 
measiu-es  for  the  settlement  of  ministers  of  the  gospel  in  their 
congregations ;  there  they  were  accustomed  to  express  their 
sentiments  on  any  subject  connected  with  their  interests,  rights, 
Hberties,  or  religion.     The  regulating  act,  sweeping  away  the 
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provincial  law  wliicli  had  received  the  approval  of  William  and 
Mary,  pennittod  two  meetings  annually,  in  which  town  officers 
and  representatives  might  bo  chosen,  but  no  other  matter  bo 
introduced  ;  every  other  assembling  of  a  town  was  forbidden, 
except  by  the  written  leave  of  the  governor,  and  then  only  for 
business  expressed  in  that  leave.  The  king  trampled  under 
foot  tlie  customs,  laws,  and  privileges  of  the  people  of  ]\Iassa- 
chusetts.  He  was  willing  to  spare  them  an  explicit  consent  to 
the  power  of  parhament  in  all  cases  whatever;  but  he  required 
proof  that  Boston  had  compensated  the  East  India  company, 
that  the  tax  on  tea  could  be  safely  collected,  and  that  the  prov- 
mce  would  peacefully  acquiesce  in  the  change  of  its  charter. 

With  tho  regulating  act.  Gage  received  copies  of  two  other 
acts,  designed  to  facilitate  its  enforcement.  By  one  of  them 
he  was  authorized  to  quarter  his  army  in  towns ;  by  the  other, 
to  transfer  to  another  colony  or  to  Great  Britain  any  persons 
informed  against  or  indicted  for  crimes  committed  in  support- 
ing the  revenue  laws  or  suppressing  riots. 

^  The  regulating  act  went  into  effect  on  the  moment  of  its 
being  received,  and  precipitated  the  choice  between  Gubmission 
and  resistance.    Within  a  week,  eleven  of  the  mandamus  coun- 
cillors took  the  oath  of  office,  and  were  followed  in  a  few  days 
by  fourteen  more.   They  were  persuaded  that  the  province  could 
by  no  possibility  hold  out,  and  that  the  promise  of  a3sistance 
from^  other  colonies  was  a  delusion.    No  assembly  existed  in  the 
province  to  remonstrate ;  and  Gage  might  delay  or  wholly  omit 
to  send  out  writs  for  a  new  election.    But  a  people  who  were 
trained  to  read  and  write;  to  discuss  all  political  questions, 
privately  and  in  public ;  to  strive  to  exhibit  in  their  lives  the 
Christian  system  of  ethics,  the  beauty  of  holiness,  and  the  un- 
selfish nature  of  virtue ;  to  reason  on  the  great  ends  of  God 
in  creation ;  to  believe  in  their  own  immortality ;  and  to  ven- 
erate their  ancestry  as  above  all  others  pure,  enlightened,  and 
free--could  never  forego  the  civil  rights  which  were  their  most 
cherished  inheritance. 

"  Being  stationed  by  Providence  in  the  front  rank  of  the 
conflict,"  such  was  the  letter  of  the  committee  of  Boston  to 
all  the  other  town-  in  the  province,  "we  trust  we  shall  not  bo 
left  by  heaven  to  do  anything  derogatory  to  our  common  lib- 
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crtics,  unworthy  of  tlio  fame  of  our  anccstorp,  or  inconsistent 
with  our  former  professions.  Tliough  surrounded  with  a  largo 
body  of  armed  men,  wiio,  having  the  sword,  have  also  our 
blood  in  their  hands,  wo  aro  yet  undaunted.  To  you,  our 
brethren  and  dear  companions  in  the  cause  of  God,  wo  apply. 
From  you  we  have  received  that  countenance  and  aid  which 
have  strengthened  our  hands,  and  that  bounty  which  hath  oc- 
casioned smiles  on  the  face  of  distresi.  To  you,  thercforo,  we 
look  for  that  advice  and  example  which,  with  the  blessing  of 
God,  shall  save  us  from  destruction." 

The  earnest  message  was  borne  to  the  northern  border  of 
the  province,  where  the  broolcs  mn  to  the  Nashua,  and  the 
upland  farms  yielded  but  scanty  returns  to  the  hardest  toil. 
The  husbandmen  in  that  region  had  already  sent  many  loads 
of  rye  to  the  poor  of  Boston.     In  the  coming  storm  they  clus- 
tered round  AVilliam  Prescott  of  Peppcrell,  who  stood  as  firm 
as  Monadnock  that  rose  in  sight  of  his  homestead ;  and,  on 
the  day  after  the  first  mandamus  councillors  took  their  oath  of 
office,  his  to^vnsmen  put  their  soul  into  his  words  as  he  wrote 
for  them  to  the  men  of  Boston :  "  Bo  not  dismayed  nor  dis- 
heartened in  this  day  of  great  trials.     We  heartily  sympathize 
with  you,  and  are  always  ready  to  do  all  in  our  power  for  your 
support,   comfort,  and  relief,  knowing  that  Providence   has 
placed  you  where  you  must  stand  the  first  shock.    Wo  consider 
we  are  all  embarked  in  one  bottom,  and  must  sink  or  swim  to- 
getlier.     We  think,  if  we  submit  to  these  regidations,  all  is 
gone.     Our  forefathers  passed  the  vast  Atlantic,  spent  their 
blood  and  treasure  that  they  might  enjoy  their  liberties,  both 
civil  and  religious,  and  transmit  them  to  their  posterity.    Their 
cliildren  have  waded  through  seas  of  difficulty,  to  leave  us  free 
and  happy  in  the  enjoyment  of  English  privileges.     IS"ow,  if 
we  should  give  them  up,  can  our  children  rise  up  and  call  us 
blessed  ?    Is  a  glorious  death  in  defence  of  our  liberties  better 
than  a  short  infamous  life,  and  our  memories  to  be  had  in  de- 
testation to  the  latest  posterity?    Let  us  all  be  of  one  heart, 
and  stand  fust  in  the  liberties  wherewith  Christ  hath  made  us 
free ;  and  may  he  of  his  infinite  mercy  grimt  us  deliverance 
out  of  all  our  troubles." 

Everywhere  the  rural  population  of  Massachusetts   were 
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weighing  the  issues  in  whicli  they  were  involved,  and  ono 
Bp.rit  moved  througli  them  all.  From  the  hills  of  Berkshire 
to  the  I  enobseot  they  debated  the  great  question  of  resistance 
as  though  God  were  hearkening;  and  they  took  counsel  rever- 
ently with  their  ministers,  and  the  aged,  the  pious,  and  the 
brave  m  their  villages.  Adjoining  tovvns  held  conferences. 
Ihe  sliiro  of  Worcester,  in  August,  set  the  example  of  a  county 
congress,  which  disclaimed  the  jurisdiction  of  the  British  house 
of  coinmons,  asserted  the  exclusive  right  of  the  colonies  to 
ongina  0  their  laws,  rested  their  duty  of  allegiance  on  the  char- 
tor  of  the  province,  and  declared  the  violation  of  that  charter  a 
dissolution  of  their  union  with  Britain. 

Tlioma.  Gardner,  of  Cambridge,  promised  a  like  conven- 
TJ\  ^  T'^  '!  ^i^ddlosox.  "  Friends  and  brethren,"  he 
wrote  to  Boston,  as  if  at  once  to  allay  its  anxiety  and  prophesy 

h  t  h"  r^^^^^'^f  ^"^'  "*^«  *i-°  iB  come  that  everv  one 
that  has  a  tongue  and  an  arm  is  called  upon  by  his  countrv  to 
stand  forth  in  its  behalf.    I  consider  the  Ll  as'the  caTl^^^^^^^^^^ 
and  desire  to  be  all  obedience.     The  people  will  choose  rather 

^tZZ^  '''  '-''''  ^^  "^  --^^^*^-  -amy 

P«tht?i  ',r^^^""^/^!°  ^«l^  «f  «^o  several  towns,  the  patriots 
estimated  the  population  of  the  province  at  four  hundred  thou- 
sand souls;  the  number  of  men  between  sixteen  and  sixty 
years  of  age  at  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand,  most 
of  whom  possessed  arms,  and  were  expert  in  their  use.  During, 
the  summer  tne  dnim  and  fife  were  heard  in  every  hamlet,  and 
the  companies  paraded  for  discipline.  One  day  in  August 
Gage  revoked  Hancock's  commission  in  the  Boston   cadets,' 

dfsbanded  ''""^"^^  '"""^  ^"^  ^^  *^'  ^"^''  '^^^^^^  ^^ 

Israel  Putnam,  of  Connecticut,  the  oracle  of  all  patriot  cir- 
cles in  his  neighborhood,  drove  before  him  to  Boston  one  hun- 

Ivn  Tl!  '  i?i  '^'"7l  ''  "  ^'^'  ^^"^  '^^  P^"«h  «f  Brook- 
faWo  T)  r  ^T"'  ^^arren's^iest,  and  every  one's 
favorite  The  officers  whom  he  visited  on  Boston  common 
ban  ered  him  about  coming  down  to  fight.  "  Twenty  ships  of 
the  line  and  twenty  regiments,"  said  Major  Small,  "  may  be  ex- 
pected from  England  in  ca.e  a  submission  is  not  svooZy^l 
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by  Boston."     "  If  ihoy  como,"  Biiid  flio  votomii,  "  I  am  rondy 
to  trout  thom  a«  iMu«niii\s." 

Tlio  growuijij  oxcitcuu'iit  iittrm'tod  to  Nnw  Ejigland  ('Imrlos 
Loo,  a  restless  olliccr,  who,  from  hiivin/i;  been  uiilu-do-cainj)  to 
the  king  of  J'ohiiid,  hud  tho  (itidur  rank  of  a  niujor-^eiicrul. 
This  eluini,  which  pivo  liini  precedence  over  all  who  wero 
likely  to  dniw  tho  mon\  for  America,  was,  on  occasion  of  his 
visit,  universally  acknowledged.  He  i»r()fesHed  to  hco  in  tho 
New  Kngland  yeomanry  the  bi-st  muterials  for  an  army,  and 
paid  court  to  the  patriots  of  Miissachuselts. 

^reantime,  tho  delegates  of  Massuchnsetts  to  the  general 
congress  wiM-e  escorted  by  great  numbers  as  far  as  Wat(>rtown, 
whore  mutiy  hud  gathered  to  bid  them  a  soUmuu  farew(>ll.  On 
tho  Connecticut  rivor  they  received  a  letter  of  advico  from 
llawley,  the  great  patriot  of  Northampton,  whoso  words  wero  : 
"  Wo  nuist  light  if  wo  cannot  otherwise  rid  ouvHelves  of  Hrit- 
ish  taxation.  Tho  form  of  government  enacted  for  uh  by  tlio 
Britisb  ])urliament  is  evil  against  riglit,  utterly  intolerable  to 
every  man  mIio  has  any  idea  or  feeling  of  right  or  lil)crty. 
There  is  not  heat  enough  yet  for  battle ;  constant  and  negative 
resistanco  will  increase  it.  There  is  not  military  skill  enough  ; 
that  is  improving,  and  nnist  bo  encouraged.  Fight  wo  must 
finally,  unless  Britain  retreats.  Our  salvation  depends  upon  a 
pci-sovering  union.  Every  grievance  of  any  one  colony  must 
bo  held  us  u  grievance  to  tho  whole,  and  some  plan  be  settled 
for  a  continuation  of  congresses,  oven  though  congresses  will 
soon  be  declared  by  parliament  to  bo  high  treason." 

llawley  spoko  tho  sentiments  of  western  ^Massuchusotts. 
"When,  on  Tuesday,  tho  sixteenth  of  August,  the  judges  of  tho 
inferior  court  of  irampsliirc  met  at  Great  .Harrington,  it  waa 
known  that  the  regulating  act  hud  received  the  royal  ai^jiroval. 
Before  noon  the  town  was  tilled  with  people  of  the  county, 
and  live  hundred  men  from  Connecticut,  armed  with  clubs  and 
staves.  Sulfering  tho  royal  courts  of  justice  to  sit  scorned  a 
recognition  of  tho  act  of  parliament,  and  tho  chief  judge  was 
forced  to  plight  his  honor  that  ho  and  his  associates  would  do 
no  business.  On  the  rumor  that  Gage  meditated  employing  a 
part  of  his  army  to  execute  the  new  statute  at  "Worcester,  the 
inhabitants  of  that  town  prepared  arms,  muskct-balls,  and  pow- 
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of  lll'tliJu 'r,'f',','''"l  r"'""""™  '":«""  "■  K'"  '™>-     William., 
ot  I  utlicU,  rofuHcd  t„  „„.,„■  <.crtoi„  niin  1,^  accq.tinK  l.i»  com 

.."-.ou  ;  ™  ,1„1  Wortin-ngton,  of  S,,n.,Klii,l.    T|„«t  ITZ 
cojited  dared  not  give  advice. 
J3c«t„„  hold  a  low„-„„c.i„K.    <l«Ko  reminded  ll,„  «ol„ot. 

Z"          "'■'  ';*  ,'"■■' ''"'■  "^''^''''K  town.,„„„tin™  with- 
out tl,„  so«.rno,--»  oavc.    "  It  fa  onl^-  an  „dj ,,„u  om, "  „aii 

your  nu.ot„,K  "Hvo  theno  ton  yea™."  Jl„  tnj.t  le^lS 
before  I,„  „„,v  eonncil.  "It  fa  „  ,,„,„»  „f  ,.^  „  ^.j''^;' 
and  »l,ould  be  referred  to  the  erown  lawye,.."  ile  S 
«,en- oonenrrenee  in  removing  „  .l.e.-iff.  "The  act  of  oarli^ 
mcnt,  they  replied,  "confines  the  power  of  reniovd  L  V 
fioven,or  alone."  Several  nienibe/gav/ „„  To™  ,'  -?  ,1 
frenzy  which  w.«  ,weo,,i„g  fre„,  B„rk„hire  over  Iprov  „   " 

mc  governor.  It  you  value  your  life,  I  advise  you  not  to 
return  ho,ne  at  j.resent,"  w,u,  the  wann'ng  received  by  £  1  !' 
from  the  town  of  Jlardwick.  ^  ""Kglc». 

tl,„,ff  "T  "'"'"?  ""  "'"  '"""'"«  "f  ""-'  '"'onty-sixtl,,  marc, 
tlmn  two  thousand  men  marched  in  con.panie,  to  the  com,n™ 
m  Woreester,  where  they  forced  Ti„,othy  Paine  ^'^^ 
Ins  hat  off  „.,  far  as  the  centre  of  their  Inflow  s,,uare  and  red 
a  wr,  ten  resignation  of  his  seat  at  tlie  council  board.     A  Co 
detaclnnont  then  moved  to  Rutland  to  deal  with  Mu  rav     The 
next  day  at  „oon,  Wilder  of  Templeton  and  I/olZ  of  Princt 
ton  brought  up  their  companies;  and  by  throe  in  H,„  In 
noon  about  fifteen  hundred  men  had  aslb^  m  st  of  tZ 
armed  w,th  bludgeons.    But  Murray  had  escld  on  tl  n  t" 
vious  evening,  just  before  the  sentries  were  ^reund  h    L"^ 

be  rebelhon^.'    fl     *    <^<'"«';q«onces  of  your  proceeding  will 
be  rebelhon,  confiscation,  and  death,"  said  the  youn^r  Murray 
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the  warmest  in  tliis  matter ;  and,  among  the  many  friends  you 
have  heretofore  had,  I  can  scarcely  mention  any  to  you  now." 

One  evening  in  August  the  farmers  of  Union,  in  Connecti- 
cut, found  Abijah  Willard,  of  Lancaster,  Massachusetts,  within 
their  precinct.  They  kept  watch  over  him  during  the  night, 
and  the  next  morning  would  have  tak'^i  him  to  the  county 
jail ;  but,  after  a  march  of  six  miles,  he  begged  forgiveness  of 
all  honest  men  for  having  taken  the  oath  of  office,  and  prom- 
ised never  to  sit  or  act  in  council. 

The  people  of  Plymouth  were  grieved  that  George  Watson, 
their  respected  townsman,  was  wilHng  to  act  under  his  appoint- 
ment. On  the  first  Lord's  day  after  his  pui*pose  was  known, 
as  soon  as  he  took  his  seat  in  meeting,  dressed  in  the  scarlet 
cloak  which  was  his  wonted  Sunday  attire,  his  neighbors  and 
friends  put  on  their  hats  before  the  congregation  and  walked 
out  of  the  house.  The  public  indignity  was  more  than  he 
could  bear.  As  they  passed  his  pew  he  hid  his  face  by  bend- 
ing his  bald  head  over  hie  cane,  and  determined  to  resign.  Of 
thirty-six  who  received  the  king's  summons  as  councillors,  more 
than  twenty  declined  to  obey  them,  or  revoked  their  acceptance. 
The  rest  fled  in  terror  to  the  army  at  Boston,  and  even  there 
•could  not  hide  their  sense  of  shame. 

The  congressional  delegates  from  Massachusetts,  consecrated 
by  their  office  as  her  supphant  ambassadors  in  the  day  of  her 
distress,  were  welcomed  everywhere  on  their  journey  with  hos- 
3)itable  feasts  and  tears  of  sympathy.  The  men  of  Hartford, 
after  giving  pledges  to  abide  by  the  resolutions  of  the  congress, 
accompanied  them  to  Middletown,  from  which  place  they  were 
escorted  by  carriages  and  a  cavalcade.  The  bells  of  New 
Haven  were  set  ringing  as  they  drew  near,  and  those  who  had 
not  gone  out  to  meet  them  thronged  the  windows  and  doors  to 
gaze.  There  they  were  encouraged  by  Eoger  Sherman,  whom 
solid  b3nse  and  the  power  of  clear  analysis  were  to  constitute 
one  of  the  master  builders  of  our  republic.  "  The  parliament 
of  Great  Britain,"  said  he,  "can  rightfully  make  laws  for 
America  in  no  case  whatever."  Simultaneously,  James  Wil- 
son in  Philadelphia,  a  Scot  by  birth,  of  rare  ability,  who, 
having  been  bred  in  the  universities  of  his  native  land,  emi- 
^ated  to  America  in  early  manhood,  and  Jefferson  in  Yir 
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ginia,  without  a  chance  of  concert  nr,1.lic.i,   i  +t, 

-d  o*tn         thf l^  w*'*'  T^'-g'"-"  °f  "fte  nature 

xiiu  ireenoiaers  ol  Albemarle  county,  in  Viro-inT'o 
had,  a  month  earUer,  expressed  the  aame  eonclaio    and  S 
aoguage  of  Jeffe^n,  claimed  to  hold  the  priviw'e  of~ 

its  rwest  men   ^Th—  I"     ',  "'^r"  ""'  "^P'™""-  "^ 

neither  to  surrender  Jibertv  nor  to  rK»!'i  ^"^.^  P'^oP'^  ^''^d 
with  the  ero™  of  EugCd.    Th    p  Ts titf  oTf"""?"'"" 

to  the  Gulf  of  Mexieo,from  the  Atlantie  indetinitely  to  the 
West,  was  a  vision  of  which  nothiuff  in  the  h;«t„,^7f  ,  j 

promise  the  .alization.    Lord  Kam^t  S  of  "111' 
though  he  was  pe:.uaded  that  the  sepan^tion  of    he  S 

cfera™"™^,*^''P"='*°S,  affirmed  that    heir  p2' 
cal  union  was  mipossible.    Prudent  men  long  regarded  AmZ 

a  dtbZ'e  "'  "°f  ^"^  "'  "-^^'^  -tenid^^ritlr: 
Before  Samuel  Ada„>s  departed,  he   had   concerted  the 
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measures  by  whicli  Suffolk  county  would  be  best  able  to  bring 
the  wrongs  of  the  town  and  the  province  before  the  general 
congress ;  and  he  left  the  direction  with  Warren,  who  had  re- 
luctantly become  convinced  that  all  connection  with  the  British 
parliament  must  be  thrown  off.  Since  town-meetings  could 
not  be  called,  on  the  sixteenth  of  August  1Y74,  a  county  con- 
gress of  the  towns  of  Suffolk,  which  then  ( mbraced  Norfolk, 
met  at  a  tavern  in  the  village  of  Stoughton.  As  the  aged 
Samuel  Dunbar,  the  rigid  Calvinist  minister  of  its  first  parish, 
breathed  forth  among  them  his  prayer  for  liberty,  the  vener- 
able man  seemed  inspired  with  "  the  most  divine  and  propheti- 
cal enthusiasm."  "  We  must  stand  undisguised  upon  one  side 
or  the  other,"  said  Thayer  of  Braintree.  The  members  were 
unanimous ;  and,  in  contempt  of  Gage  and  the  act  of  parlia- 
ment, they  directed  special  meetings  in  every  town  and  pre- 
cinct in  the  county,  to  elect  delegates  with  full  powers  to  appear 
at  Dedham  on  the  first  Monday  in  September.  From  such  a 
county  congress  Warren  predicted  "very  important  conse- 
quences." 

On  Friday,  the  twenty-sixth,  the  committee  of  Boston  was 
joined  at  Faneuil  Hall  by  delegates  from  the  several  towns  of 
the  counties  of  Worcester,  Middlesex,  and  Essex ;  and  on  the 
next  day,  after  calm  consultation,  they  collectively  denied  the 
power  of  parliament  to  change  the  minutest  tittle  of  their  laws. 
X  ,8  a  consequence,  they  found  that  all  appointments  to  the 
newly  instituted  council,  and  all  authority  exercised  by  the 
courts  of  justice,  were  unconstitutional ;  and  therefore  that  the 
officers,  should  they  attempt  to  act,  would  become  "  usurpers  of 
power "  and  enemies  to  the  province,  even  though  they  bore 
the  commission  of  the  king.  The  Boston  port  act  they  found 
to  be  a  wicked  violation  of  the  rights  to  life,  liberty,  and  the 
means  of  sustenance,  which  all  men  hold  by  the  grace  of 
heaven,  irrespectively  of  the  king's  leave.  The  act  of  parlia- 
ment removing  from  Amencan  courts  the  trials  of  officers  who 
should  take  the  lives  of  Americans  they  described  as  the  ex- 
treme measure  in  the  system  of  despotism. 

For  remedies,  the  convention  proposed  a  provincial  con- 
gress with  large  executive  powers.  In  the  mean  time  the  un- 
constitutional courts  were  to  be  .''orbidden  to  proceed,  and  their 
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Officers  to  be  detested  as  "traitors  cloaked  with  a  pretext  of 
law.  As  Gage  had  orders  to  make  arrests,  each  individual 
patriot  was  placed  under  the  protection  of  his  county  and  of 
the  province.  The  practice  of  the  military  art  was  declared  to 
be  the  duty  of  the  people. 

Gage  looked  about  him  for  more  troops,  recommended  the 
repair  of  Crowa  Point,  a  strong  garrison  at  Ticonderoga,  a 
well-guarded  Ime  of  communication  between  New  York  ^d 
Canada. 

On  the  same  day  began  the  term  of  the  inferior  court  at 
Spnngfield.     But,  early  in  the  morning,  fifteen  hundred  or 
two  thousand  men,  with  drums  and  trumpets,  marched  into 
that  town,  set  up  a  black  flag  at  the  court-house,  and  threat- 
ened death  to  any  one  who  should  enter.     After  some  treaty 
the  judges  executed  a  written  covenant  not  to  put  their  com- 
missions m  force;  Worthington  resigned  his  office  of  council- 
lor; those  of  the  lawyers  who  had  sent  an  address  to  Gaffe 
atoned  for  tneir  offence  by  a  written  confession.     Wilhams 
he  tory  of  Hatfield,  and  others,  were  compelled  successivei; 
to  go  round  a  large  circle  and  ask  forgiveness.     Catlin  and 
Warner  fell  upon  their  knees ;  old  Captain  Mirreck  of  Mon- 
sonwa.  drawn  in  a  cart  and  threatened  to  be  tarred  and  feath- 

V  ,  '  P"""^  ""^'""^  *^^*  *^^  ^"^^^^  ^^««P«'  if  tliey  should 
march  to  Worcester,  should  be  resisted  by  at  least  twenty  thou- 
sand men  from  Hampshire  county  and  Connecticut. 

ihe  last  Tuesday  of  August  was  the  day  for  holding  the 
supreme  court  at  Boston.     To  support  Chief  Justice  Oliver 
Gage  came  expressly  from   Salem.      The  day  arrived  •   the 
judges  took  their  seats  and  the  prescribed  proclamations 'were 
made.     On  proceeding  to  business,  the  men  who  had  been  re- 
tiirned  as  jurors,  one  and  all,  refused  to  take  the  oath,  Thomas 
Cha^e,  who  was  of  the  petit  jury,  giving  as  his  rea.;n  "  thl 
he  chief  justice  of  the  court  stood  impeached  by  the  late  rep- 
resentatives of  the  province."    A  paper  offered  by  the  Z 
disputed  the  authority  of  the  judges  for  the  further  reai,"^ 
tiiat  the  charter  of  the  province  had  been  changed  with  no 
warrant  but  an  act  of  parliament,  and  that  three  oi  the  I'udges 
a  vio  ation  of  the  constitution,  had  accepted  seats  in  thetw 
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The  cliief  justice  and  his  colleagues,  repairing  in  a  body  to 
the  governor,  represented  the  impossibility  of  exercising  their 
office  in  Boston  or  in  any  other  part  of  the  province ;  the  anny 
was  too  small  for  their  protection ;  and,  besides,  none  would 
act  as  jurors.  The  authority  of  the  new  government,  as  estab- 
lished by  act  of  parliament,  perished  in  the  presence  of  tho 
governor,  the  judges,  and  the  army. 

Gage  summoned  his  council,  but  only  to  meet  new  discom- 
fitures. Its  members  dared  not  show  themselves  at  Salem,  and 
he  consented  to  their  violating  the  act  of  parliament  by  meet- 
ing in  Boston.  Hutchinson,  son  of  the  former  governor,  with- 
drew from  the  council.  The  few  who  retained  their  places 
advised  unanimously  to  send  no  troops  into  the  interior,  but  so 
to  re-enforce  the  army  as  to  constitute  Boston  a  "  place  of  safe 
retreat." 

On  that  day  the  county  convention,  in  which  every  town 
and  district  of  Middlesex  was  represented,  met  at  Concord. 
"  "VVe  must  now  exert  ourselves,"  said  they,  "  or  all  those  efforts 
which  for  Lan  years  past  have  brightened  tho  annals  of  this 
country  will  be  totally  frusti-ated.  Life  and  death,  or,  what  is 
more,  freedom  and  slavery,  are  now  before  us."  In  behalf, 
therefore,  of  themselves  and  of  future  generations,  they  enu- 
merated the  violations  of  their  rights  by  late  acts  of  parlia- 
ment, which  they  avowed  their  purpose  to  nullify ;  and  they 
sent  their  resolves  by  an  express  to  the  continental  congress. 
"  We  are  grieved,"  said  they,  "  to  find  oui*selves  reduced  to  the 
necessity  of  entering  into  the  discussion  of  those  great  and  pro- 
found questions;  but  we  deprecate  a  state  of  slavery.  Our 
fathers  left  us  a  fair  inheritance,  purchased  by  blood  and  treas 
ure  ;  this  we  are  resolved  to  transmit  equally  fair  to  our  chil> 
dren;  no  danger  shall  affright,  no  difiiculties  intimidate  us; 
and  if,  in  support  of  our  rights,  we  are  called  to  encounter 
even  death,  we  are  yet  undaunted ;  sensible  that  he  can  never 
die  too  soon  who  lays  down  his  life  in  support  of  the  laws  and 
liberties  of  his  country." 

The  convention  separated  in  the  evening  of  the  last  day  of 
August,  to  await  the  decisions  of  the  continental  congress  ;  but 
before  the  next  sun  was  up  the  aspect  of  affairs  was  changed. 
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CHAPTER   IV. 

the  first  american  conobess. 

Septemder-Octobee  1774. 

The  province  kept  powder  for  its  militia  at  Quarry  Hill  on 
a  point  of  land  between  Medford  and  Cambridge.  The  towns 
bad  been  removing  their  stock,  each  according  to  its  propor- 
tions. On  the  first  day  of  September,  a  corps  of  two  hundred 
and  sixty  men,  embarking  from  Boston  an  hour  before  sunrise, 
seized  all  the  powder  that  remained,  amounting  to  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  half-barrels,  and  transferred  it  to  the  castle.  A 
detachment  from  the  corps  brought  oil  two  field-pieces  from 
Cambridge. 

This  seizure,  secretly  planned  and  suddenly  executed,  set 
the  country  in  a  flame.     The  next  morning,  thousands  of  free- 
holders, leaving  their  guns  in  the  rear,  advanced  to  Cambridge. 
Warren,  accompanied  by  as  many  of  the  Boston  committee  as 
came  m  his  way,  crossed  to  Charlestown,  and  with  the  com- 
mittee of  that  town  hastened  to  meet  the  committee  of  Cam- 
bridge.    On  their  arrival,  they  found  Danforth,  a  county  judge 
and  mandamus  councillor,  addressing  a  very  large  gathering  of 
people  who  stood  in  the  open  air  round  the  court-house  steps ; 
and  such  order  prevailed  that  the  low  voice  of  the  feeble  old 
man  was  heard  by  the  whole  multitude.     He  finished  by  giv- 
ing a  written  promise  never  "to  be  any  way  concerned  as  a 
member  of  the  council."    Lee,  in  like  manner,  confirmed  his 
former  resignation.     The  turn  of  Phipps,  the  high  sheriff, 
came  next,  and  he  signed  an  agreement  not  to  execute  any  pre- 
cept under  the  new  act  of  parliament. 

Oliver,  the  lie„tenant-governoF,  who  resided  at  Cambridge, 
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repaired  to  Boston  in  tlio  "greatest  distress."  "It  is  not  a 
mad  mob,"  said  lie  to  the  British  admiral ;  and  ho  warned  Gago 
that  « sending  out  troops  would  bo  attended  with  the  most 
fatal  consequences."  Had  they  marclied  only  five  miles  into 
the  country,  Warren  was  of  opinion  that  not  a  man  of  them 
would  have  been  saved.  Gago  remained  inactive,  writing  as 
his  justification  to  the  ministry :  "  The  people  are  numerous, 
waked  up  to  a  fury,  and  not  a  Boston  rabble,  but  tho  free- 
holders of  tho  county.  A  check  wotdd  bo  fatal,  and  the  first 
stroke  will  decide  a  great  deal.  We  should  therefore  bo  strong 
before  anything  decisive  is  urged." 

Oliver  returned  to  Cambridge  with  tho  assurance  that  no 
troops  would  appear,  and  to  beg  the  committee's  leave  to  retain 
his  places.  But  in  the  afternoon  a  great  throng  surrounded 
his  house  and  demanded  his  resignation.  "My  honor  is  my 
first  consideration,"  said  Oliver  ;  "the  next,  my  life.  Put  mo 
to  death  or  destroy  my  property,  but  I  will  not  subuiit."  Yet, 
on  the  first  appearance  of  danger,  he  yielded  to  all  their  de- 
mands. 

For  three  houi-s,  beneath  the  scorching  sun  of  tho  hottest 
day  of  that  summer,  the  people  kept  the  ranks  in  which  they 
were  marshalled,  and  their  "patience,  temperance,  and  forti- 
tude "  were  remarked  upon  as  the  chief  elements  "  of  a  good 
soldier."  They  allowed  the  force  of  the  suggestion  that  the 
governor,  in  removing  tho  stores  of  the  province,  had  broken 
no  law ;  and  they  voted  unanimously  their  detestation  of  mobs 
and  riots,  and  of  the  destruction  of  i)rivate  property. 

Their  conduct  showed  how  formidable  they  might  prove  in 
the  field,  but  rumoi-s  reached  England  of  their  cowardice  and 
defeat.  "  What  a  melancholy  consideration  for  all  thinking 
men,"  said  Fox  to  Burke,  "  that  no  jieoplo,  animated  by  wha*t 
principle  soever,  can  make  a  successful  resistance  to  military 
discipline!  I  was  never  so  affected  with  any  public  event, 
either  in  history  or  in  life.  I  am  dejected  at  heart  from  the 
sad  figure  that  men  make  against  soldiers."  At  that  time  the 
British  army  in  Boston  feared  an  invasion ;  the  guards  were 
doubled,  cannon  were  placed  at  the  entrance  of  the  town,  and 
the  troops  lay  on  their  arms  through  the  night. 

The  militia  of  Worcester  county,  hearing  of  tho  removal 
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of  tho  powder  belonging  to  tl„.  province,  rose  in  a  mass  and 
began  tl,e  n,arcl,  to  Boston.     On  Friday  afternoon  andlto 
daj,n,or,„„g  the  volunteers  from  TTampshiro  conntv  advanced 
eastward  ,^  far  „.,  Shrewsbury.    It  was  thought  that  twenty 
thousand  were  .n  motion.    Th.    nmor  of  tho  Seizure  reacted 
Israel  l>„tna,n  m  Connecticut,  with  the  addition  that  the  bS- 
ish  troops  and  men-of-war  had  fi.,.d  on  the  people  and  killed 
«x  men  at  the  first  shot.     Despatching  the  report  to  Norwi   , 
Now  London,  New  Haven,  New  York,  and  so  to  Philadelphh 
he  summoned  the  neighboring  militia  to  take  up  arms,    l^.ou 
sands  started  nt  his  call,  but  these,  like  the  volunteers  of  Has- 
sachusetts,  we,o  stopped  by  expresses  from  the  patriots  of  Bos- 
ton, that  at  present  nothing  was  to  be  attempted.     In  return 
assurances  were  given  of  n.ost  effectual  snpport  whenever!; 
m,ght  be  rcji,,^  ed.     "  But  for  this  counter  iutelligcnce,"  w™to 
Putnam  and  his  associates  on  the  committee  of  I'o.nfret  "  we 
shonld  have  had  forty  thousand  men,  well  quipped  and  'ready 
to  march  tins  n.orn  ng.     Send  a  written  expri;  to  the  W 
man  of    h,s  counnitteo  when  you  have  occasion  for  our  raa^ 
t.al  assistance ;  we  shall  attend  yom^  summons,  and  shall  glory 
m  havmg  a  share  in  ,ho  honor  of  ridding  our  country  of  the 

This  rising  was  followed  by  many  advantages.  Every  man 
«-as  led  to  supply  delici..ncies  in  his  equipment,;  the  people 
|a,„ed  eonfldence  in  one  another,  and  a  method  .L  cone  Id 
fo   calhng  them  into  service.     Outside  of  Boston,  the  king's 

doubt  that  all  resistance  would  soon  be  crashed,  were  silent 
from  fear,  or  fled  to  Boston  as  their  "only  asyhim  " 

Gage  wrote  home  that,  "to  reduce  New  England  a  very 
.^spectahc  force  should  take  the  field."  He  had  five  reZ 
ments  at  Boston,  one  at  the  castle,  and  another  at  Salem  ;^ 
more  he  summoned  hastily  from  Quebec;  he  sent  transports 
to  b  mg  anofcr  from  New  York  ;  he  still  required  .-e-cnflrce 
ments  from  England;  .and  resolving  to  employ  "irregnlarof 
one  sort  or  other,  in  America,"  heked  of  Carieton*;vho Tas 
just  then  expectod  to  arrive  from  England  at  Quebec  "«S 
measures  would  be  most  efficacious  to  raise  a  body  of  ciadians 
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and  Indians  to  form  a  junction  with  the  king's  forces."  The 
threat  to  employ  the  savages  against  the  colonists  had  been 
thrown  out  at  the  time  of  Tryon's  march  against  the  regula- 
tors of  North  Carolina,  and  may  be  traced  back  to  the  discus- 
sions in  the  time  of  Shirley  on  remedies  for  the  weakness  of 
British  power.  The  commission  to  Carleton,  as  governor  of 
the  province  of  Quebec  under  the  act  of  parliament,  conveyed 
authority  to  arm  and  employ  not  the  Canadians  only,  but  "  all 
persons  whatsoever,"  including  the  Indian  tribes  from  the  coast 
of  Labrador  to  the  Ohio,  and  to  march  them  against  rebels 
"  into  any  one  of  the  plantations  in  America." 

There  were  no  English  precedents  for  the  practice.  Dur- 
ing the  French  war,  Britain  had  formed  connections  with  the 
Indian  tribes,  through  whose  territory  lay  the  march  of  the 
hostile  armies,  and  enrolled  and  paid  warriors  of  the  Six  Na- 
tions rather  to  secure  neutrality  than  service.  No  war-party  of 
savages  was  ever  hounded  at  Canadian  villages.  The  French, 
on  the  other  liand,  from  thoir  superior  skill  in  gaining  the  love 
of  the  red  men  and  their  own  inferiority  in  numbers,  had  in- 
creased their  strength  by  Indian  alliances.  These  the  British 
king  and  his  ministers  now  revived,  and,  against  their  own 
colonies  and  kindred,  loosed  from  the  leash  these  terrible  aux- 
iliaries. 

The  execution  of  the  sanguinary  ordei*s  fell  naturally  into 
the  hands  of  the  most  unscrupulous  English  officei*3  and  the 
most  covetous  and  cruel  of  the  old  French  partisans.  Ca^-leton 
reprobated  the  measure,  which  he  was  yet  constrained  to  pro- 
mote. "  You  know,"  wrote  he  of  the  Indians  to  Gage,  "  what 
sort  of  people  thoy  are."  The  cannibal  Indian  was  a  deadly 
foe  only  as  he  skulked  in  ambush,  or  prowled  on  the  frontier, 
or  burned  the  defenceless  farm-hon.  ;,  or  struck  the  laborer  in 
the  field,  or  smote  the  mother  at  her  household  taisk,  or  crashed 
the  infant's  head  against  a  rock  or  a  tree,  or  tortured  the  pris- 
oner on  whose  flesh  ho  was  to  gorge.  The  women  and  chil- 
dren of  England  had  an  ocoan  between  them  and  the  Indian's 
tomahawk,  and  had  no  share  in  the  terror  that  went  before  his 
path,  or  the  sorrows  that  he  left  behind.  Yet  (xage,  without 
much  compunction,  g  ive  directions  to  propitiate  and  inflame 
the  Indians  by  gifts,  and  to  subsidize  their  war-parties.     His 
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commands  to  employ  thoni  extended  to  tho  utmost  bounds  of 
his  mihtary  autl.oritj,  so  that  the  councils  of  the  Cherokees 
and  Clioctas  and  Mohawks  were  named  as  currently  in  the 
correspondeneo  of  the  secretary  of  state  as  tlie  German  courts 
ot  Hesse  and  Ilanau  and  Anspach. 

By  the  fifth  of  September,  Gage  had  ordered  ground  to  be 
broken  for  fortifications  on  the  Neck,  which  formed  the  only 
entrance  by  land  into  Boston.  In  the  evening  the  selectmen 
remonstrated,  but  with  no  effect.     The  next  day  the  conven- 

sZ  '  ^f  T'^'  ^^^'^  ''  ^^^^  ^'''^  'Sroed  between 
Samuel  Adams  and  Warren  should  send  a  memorial  to  the 
general  congress,  met  in  Dedham.  Every  town  and  district 
was  represented,  and  their  grand  business  was  referred  to  a 
committee,  of  which  Warren  was  the  chairman 

While  their  report  was  preparing,  the  day  came  for  hold- 
mg  the  county  assize  at  Worcester.  On  that  morning  the 
main  stree  of  the  town  was  occupied  on  each  side  by  men  ar 
ranged  under  their  leaders  in  companies,  six  deep,  and  extend: 
mg  for  a  quarter  of  a  mile.  Through  this  great  multitude  the 
judges  and  their  assistants  passed  safely  to  the  court-house ;  but 
there  Iiey  were  compelled  to  stay  proceedings,  and  promise  not 
to  take  part  in  executing  the  unconstitutional  act  of  parliament 

in  twTr  1    i'\''  '''^'''"''  '^  '^'  P^°Pl«  ^^«  ^"^bodied 
m  the  careful  and  elaborate  report  which  Warren  on  the  ninth 

presented  to  the  adjourned  Suffolk  convention.     "  On  the  w^ 

dom  and  on  the  exertions  of  this  important  day,"  such  were" 

ts  words,  "  IS  suspended  the  fate  of  the  New  Wm-  d  and  of  un 

rsof '•"•".  ?^  7"^"*^^"^  -^-^  followed  Lw'th^t" 
he  sovereign  who  breaks  his  compact  with  his  people  forfeits 
their  allegiance.    By  their  duty  to  God,  their  cou^tiy  t  cm 

civil  and  rehgious  hberties,  and  to  transmit  them  entire  to  fu- 
a7nf  "r:r"r   ^'^^  ^^"^^^^^  -^^  -constitutional  Z  re^. 

autliori  y.     They  enjoined  the  mandamus  councillors  to  resi-n 
their  places  within  eleven  days.     Attributing  to  the  bS 


Iho  governor  and  council  had  formerly  ap- 
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pointed  all  military  officers  ;  now  that  the  legal  council  was  no 
longer  consulted,  they  advised  the  towns  to  elect  for  themselves 
officers  of  their  militia  from  such  as  were  inflexible  friends  to 
the  rights  of  the  people.  T^"'or  purposes  of  provincial  government 
they  advised  a  proviixeial  congress,  while  they  promised  respect 
and  submission  to  the  couiinuntal  congress.  Against  the  pres- 
ent hostile  appearances  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  they  ex- 
pressed their  determination  "  to  act  upon  the  defensive  so  long 
as  such  conduct  might  be  vindicated  by  reason  and  the  princi- 
ples of  self-preservation,  but  no  loti{:  i."  Should  Gage  arrest 
any  one  for  political  reasons,  they  promised  to  seize  every  crown 
officer  in  the  province  as  hostages ;  and,  as  it  might  become 
necessary  suddenly  to  summon  assistance  from  tlie  country, 
they  aiTanged  a  system  of  couriers  who  were  to  bear  written 
messages  to  the  selectmen  or  corresponding  committees  of  the 
several  towns.  The  resolutions  which  thus  concerted  an  armed 
resistance  they  unanimously  adopted,  and  forwarded  by  express 
to  the  continental  congress  for  its  consideration  and  advice. 
"  In  a  cause  so  solemn,"  they  said,  "  our  conduct  shall  be  such 
as  to  merit  the  approbation  of  the  wise  and  the  admiration  of 
the  brave  and  free  of  every  age  and  of  every  country." 

The  country  towns  in  general  chose  their  own  officers,  and 
mustered  for  exercise  at  least  once  a  week ;  and  the  colonel 
and  the  clergyman  and  the  sqrire  appeared  in  the  ranks  with 
a  firelock  to  be  taught  the  manual  exercise.  The  county  of 
"Worcester  formed  all  their  male  inhabitants  from  the  age  of 
sixteen  to  seventy  into  companies  and  regiments,  and  it  was 
agreed  that  one-third  part  of  the  enrolled  should  hold  them- 
selves ready  to  march  "  at  a  minute's  warning." 

The  iutrenchments  on  Boston  Neck  placed  all  within  the 
lines  at  the  mercy  of  the  army ;  yet,  fearless  of  heart,  "Warren 
hastened  into  the  presence  of  Gage,  to  protest  in  the  name  of 
Suffolk  county  against  the  new  fortifications  that  closed  the 
town. 

The  carpenters  of  Boston,  at  the  height  of  their  distress  for 
want  of  emplo}Tnent,  refused  to  construct  barracks  for  the 
army.  Meantime,  the  colony  desired  tc  guard  against  anarchy 
by  instituting  a  government  of  their  o^\^l,  for  which  they  found 
historical  precedents.     In  the  days  of  William  the  T)eliverer 
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and  Mary,  Connecticut  and  Ehode  Island  had  each  resumed 
the  charter  of  government  which  James  II.  had  superseded; 
the  people  of  Massachusetts  now  wished  to  revive  their  old 
charter,  and  continue  allegiance  to  George  III.  on  no  other 
terras  than  those  whicli  their  ancestors  had  stipulated  with 
Charles  I. ;  "  otherwise,"  said  they,  "  the  laws  of  God,  of  nature, 
and  of  nations  oblige  us  to  cast  about  for  safety."     « If  the 
four  New  England  governments  alone  adopt  the  measure  » 
said  Ilawley  of  Hampshire,  « I  will  venture  my  life  to  carry 
It  against  the  whole  force  of  Great  Britain."     In  the  congress 
of  Worcester  county  a  motion  was  made  to  reassume  the  old 
charter  and  elect  a  governor.     Warren,  careful  lest  the  prov- 
ince should  be  thought  to  aim  at  greater  advantages  than  the 
other  colonies  might  be  willing  to  contend  for,  sought  first  the 
consent  of  the  continental  congress,  reminding  its  members 
that  one  colony  of  freemen  would  be  a  noble  bulwark  for  all 
America. 

New  England  had  surmounted  its  greatest  difficulties ;  its 
enemies  ]3laced  their  hopes  on  the  supposed  timidity  of  the 
general  congress. 

At  Philadelphia  the  South  Carolinians  greeted  the  delegates 
of  Massachusetts  as  the  heralds  of  freedom,  and  the  Viro-inians 
equalled  or  surpassed  their  colleagues  in  resoluteness  andVrit  • 
but,  while  there  was  great  diversity  of  opinions  respecting  the 
proper  modes  of  resisting  the  aggressions  of  the  mother  coun- 
try, all  united  in  desiring  "the  union  of  Great  Britain  and  the 
colonies  on  a  constitutional  foundation." 

On  Monday,  the  fifth  of  September,  Galloway,  the  speaker 
of  the  Pennsylvania  assembly,  would  have  had  congress  use  the 
state-house  as  the  place  for  their  deliberations,  but  the  cai-pen- 
ters  of  Philadelphia  offered  their  plain  but  spacious  hall ;  and, 
from  respect  for  the  mechanics,  it  was  accepted  by  a  great  ma- 
jority.    The  names  of  the  members  were  then  called  over- 
and  Patrick  Henry,  Washington,  Richard  Henry  Lee,  Samuel 
Adams,  John  Adams,  Jay,  Gadsden,  John  Eutledge  of  South 
Carolma,  the  aged  Hopkins  of  Ehode  Island,  and  others,  rep- 
resenting eleven  colonies,  answered  to  the  call.     Peyton  Ean- 
dolph,  late  speaker  of  the  assembly  of  Virginia,  was  nominated 
to.  the  eiiair  by  i^yneh  of  South  Carolina,  and  was  unanimously 
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chosen.  The  body  named  itself  "  tho  congrcgs,"  and  its  cliair- 
inan  "the  president."  Jay  and  JDiiano  would  have  selected  a 
secretary  from  among  themselves  ;  but,  on  the  motion  of  Lyncii, 
Charles  Thomson  Wiis  appointed.  Colonies  differing  in  re- 
ligious opinions,  in  connnercial  interests,  and  in  everything 
dependent  on  climate  and  labor,  in  usages  and  manners  swayed 
by  reciprocal  prejudices,  and  frecpiently  (piarrclUng  with  each 
other  respecting  boundaries,  found  themselves  united  in  one 
representative  body. 

Then  arose  the  ipicstion  as  to  the  method  of  voting.  There 
were  lifty-five  membei's,  each  colony  having  sent  as  many  as 
it  pleased.  Henry,  a  representative  of  the  largest  state,  inti- 
mated that  it  would  bo  nnjust  for  a  little  colony  to  weigh  as 
much  in  tho  councils  of  America  as  a  great  one.  "  A  little 
colony,"  observed  Sullivan  of  New  Hampshire,  "  has  its  all  at 
stake  as  well  as  a  great  one."  John  Adams  admitted  that  tho 
vote  by  colonies  was  nnccpial,  yet  that  an  opposite  conrsc  would 
lead  to  perplexing  controversy;  for  there  were  no  authentic 
records  of  tho  numbers  of  tho  people  or  tho  value  of  their 
trade. 

The  discussion  led  the  members  to  exaggerate  the  popu- 
lation of  their  respective  colonies ;  and  the  aggregate  of  the 
estimates  Avas  made  to  exceed  three  millions.  Few  of  them 
jiossessed  accm-ato  materials ;  Virginia  and  the  Carolinas  had 
never  cnnmcrated  the  woodsmen  among  tho  mountains  and 
beyond  them.  From  returns  which  were  but  in  part  accessible 
to  the  congress,  it  appears  that  the  immber  of  white  inhabi- 
tants in  all  the  thirteen  colonies  was,  in  1774,  about  two  mill- 
ions one  hundred  thousand;  of  blacks,  about  five  hundred 
thousand ;  the  total  population,  very  nearly  two  millions  six 
hundred  thousand. 

At  tho  beginning  of  the  next  day'f?  session  a  long  and  deep 
silence  prevailed.  The  voice  of  Virginia  was  waited  for,  and 
was  heard  through  Patrick  Henry. 

Making  a  recital  of  the  wrongs  inflicted  on  tho  colonies  by 
acts  of  parliament,  he  declared  that  all  government  was  dis- 
solved ;  that  an  entire  new  one  must  be  founded ;  that  the  con- 
gress then  assembled  was  but  the  first  in  a  never-ending  suc- 
cession ;  that  their  present  decision  wonld  form  a  precedent. 
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Asserting  tho  nceossity  of  „nioi.  au.l  his  own  d^tcmiination  to 
»..bm,t  ,„  tI,o  opinion  of  ,!,„  majority,  ho  discn^cd  thl,"  i^ 
chiefs  of  „n  ,ino,i„aI  representation,  tho  advantage  of  a  system 
that  should  giy.  ,.a,.h  eolony  its  just  weight.^   Tho  de  n" 
crafeal  part  ox   ,.  ^    onstitution,  ho  insisted,  must  bo  Tr^ 
served  m  its  ••     ..,.    Without  refusing  some  re.-rard  in  U^ 
adjustment  ol  .  .^ro    station  to  the  oi„denee  of 'a  colony  „s 
marked  by  .ts  c,r..,,.   and   imports,  ho  spoke  for  a  rep,^ 
sentation  of  me, ,.       olaves,"  said  he,  "  are  to  be  thrown  0,^ 
o    the  qnestion;  it  tho  freemen  can  bo  represented  accord- 
mg  to  the.r  numbers,  I  am  satisfied."    To  the  objection  that 
Bueh  a  representation  would  confer  an  undue  preponderance 

has  effaced  tl>c  boundaries  of  the  several  colonies;    he  dis 
tmcfons  between  Virginians,  Pcnnsylvanians,  New  Yorke 
and  Now  Englanders  are  no  mo.-e.'  I  am  not  a  Virrinfan' 
but  an  A,„erican."     "A  co.npound  of  number.  a„7]Z' 
crty,"sa,d  Lynch,  "should  determine  tho  weight  of  the  X 
mes;     but  he  admitted  that  such  a  rule  co,dd  not  then  bo 
settled.    In  the  same  spirit  spoke  tlie  elder  Eutledge:  "IVo 
have  no    cga    a.,thority;  and  obedience  to  the  metsures  w! 
adopt  will  only  follow  their  reasonableness,  apparent  «t  11^ 
and  necessity.    We  have  no  coercive  authority.      OuT  Z 
strtucntsaro  bound  only  in  honor  to  observe  our  dctermlna- 

said  Gadsden,    "ivory  colony,"  hisisted  Ward  of  Rhode  Isl- 
and,  'should  have  an  equal  vote.    The  counties  of  Virginia 
are  unequal  m  point  of  wealth  and  number.,  yet  each  ht  a 
light  to  send  two  memhera  to  its  legislature.    Wo  come  if 
necessary,  to  make  a  sacriflec  of  our  all,  and  by  such Ts'ac 
nflec  the  we.akost  will  suffer  as  much  as  the  great'lst."    IW 
sou  of  Virgnua  spoke  strongly  on  the  opposite  side,  and  was 
very  apprehensive  that,  if  such  a  disrespect  should  be  pu 
upon  Ins  eouutrj-men  as  that  Virginia  should  have  no  greater 
weight  than  the  smallest  colony,  they  would  never  be  fcenal 
another  convention."    For  this  menace  of  disnniou  he  w™  ft 

eon  Uo  «,  'f'  '°^^'"-  '"^■''"■S''  "  -1-esentation 
equa  to  he  importance  of  each  colony  were  ever  so  just,"  said 
Kiohuiu  xieury  i.ee,  "the  delegates  from  the  several  colonies 
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are  unprepared  with  materials  to  settle  that  equality."  Bland 
of  Yirginia  saw  no  safety  but  in  voting  by  colonies.  "  The 
question,"  he  added,  "  is  whether  the  rights  and  liberties  of 
America  shall  be  contended  for,  or  given  up  to  arbitrary 
power."  Pendleto"  :•  lulesced,  yet  wished  the  subject  might 
be  open  for  recons.  .  when  full  information  should  have 

been  obtained. 

It  was  resolved  that,  in  taking  questions,  each  colony  should 
have  one  voice ;  but  the  journal  adds  as  the  reason,  that  "  the 
congress  was  not  then  able  to  procure  proper  materials  for 
ascertaining  the  importance  of  each  colony." 

Dunng  the  debate.  Jay  dissented  in  part  from  Henry,  say- 
ing :  "  I  cannot  yet  think  that  we  came  to  frame  an  American 
constitution,  instead  of  cndeavcilng  to  correct  the  faults  in  an 
old  one.  The  measure  of  arbitrary  power  is  not  full,  and  '.c 
must  run  over  before  wo  undertake  to  fj-anie  a  new  constitu- 
tion." 

It  was  next  voted  that  '•  the  doors  be  kept  shut  during  the 
time  of  business;"  and  the  members  bound  themselves  by 
their  honor  to  keep  the  proceedings  secret  until  the  majority 
should  direct  them  to  be  made  public.  The  treacherous  Gallo- 
way pledged  his  honor  with  the  rest. 

To  the  proposal  that  congress  the  next  day  should  be 
opened  with  prayer.  Jay  and  Eutledge  objected,  on  account  of 
the  great  diversity  of  religious  sentiments.  "  I  am  no  bigot," 
said  Samuel  Adams,  the  Congregationalist ;  "  I  can  hear  a 
prayer  from  a  man  of  piety  and  virtue,  who  is  at  the  same 
time  a  friend  to  his  country  ; "  and,  on  his  nomination,  Duche, 
an  Episcopal  clergyman,  wiis  chosen  for  the  service.  Before 
the  adjournment,  Putnam's  express  arrived  with  the  report  that, 
after  a  bloody  attack  on  the  people  by  the  troops  at  Boston, 
Connecticut  as  well  as  Massachusetts  was  rising  in  arms.  The 
next  day  muffled  bells  were  tolled.  At  the  opening  of  con- 
gress, Washington  was  present,  standing  in  prayer,  and  Henry 
and  Kandolph  and  Lee  and  Jay  and  Eutledge  and  Gadsden ; 
and  by  their  side  Presbyterians  and  Congregationalists ;  the 
Livingstons,  Shennan,  Samuel  Adams,  John  Adams ;  and  others 
of  'New  England,  Avho  believed  that  a  rude  soldiery  were  then 
infesting  the  dwellings  and  taking  the  lives  of  their  friends. 
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When  tlie  psalm  for  tlie  day  was  read,  Heaven  itself  seemed 
uttenng  irs  oracle.  ''  Plead  tliou  my  cause,  O  Lord,  with  them 
that  strive  with  me;  and  fight  thou  against  them  that  fight 
agamst  me.  Lay  hand  upon  the  shield  and  buckler,  and  stand 
up  to  help  mc.  Ering  f ortli  the  spear,  and  stop  the  way  against 
them  that  persecute  me.  Let  them  that  imagine  mischie-^  for 
me  be  as  dust  before  the  wind.  AVho  is  Hke  unto  thee,  who 
dehverest  the  poor  from  him  tliat  is  too  strong  for  him  '^ 
Lord !  how  long  wilt  thou  look  on  ?  Awake,  and  stand  up  to 
judge^  my  quarrel ;  avenge  thou  my  cause,  my  God  and  my 
Lord."  After  this,  the  minister,  with  the  earnestness  of  the 
best  divmes  of  New  England,  unexpectedly  burst  into  an  ex- 
tempore prayer  for  America,  for  the  congress,  for  Massachu- 
setts, and  especially  for  Boston. 

^  The  congress  that  day  appointed  one  committee  on  the 
rights  of  the  colonies,  and  another  on  the  British  statutes  affect- 
ing their  manufactures  and  trade.  They  received  by  a  second 
express  the  same  confused  account  of  bloodshed  near  Boston. 
Proofs  both  of  the  sympathy  and  the  resolution  of  the  conti- 
nent met  the  delegates  of  Massachusetts  on  every  hand ;  and 
the  cry  of  "war"  was  pronounced  with  firmness. 

The  next  day  brought  more  exact  infonnation,  and  the 
committee  of  congress  on  the  rights  of  the  colonies  began  their 
deliberations.     The  first  inquiry  related  to  the  foundation  of 
those  rights.     Loe  of  Virginia  rested  them  on  nature.     "  Our 
ancestors,"  he  sjiid,  "found  here  no  government,  and,  as  a  con- 
sequence,  had  a  right  to  make  their  own.     Charters  are  an 
unsafe  reliance,  for  the  king's  righi  to  grant  them  hat.  itself 
been  denied.     Beside.,  the  right  to  life  and  the  right  to  liberty 
are  inalienable."     Jay  of  New  York  likewise  recurred  to  the 
laws  of  nature ;  and  enumerated  among  natural  rights  the  i-io-ht 
to  emigrate,  and  the  right  of  the  emigrants  to  erect  what  ^ov- 
emment  they  pleased.     John  Eutledge,  on  the  cortraiy,  held 
that  allegiance  is  inalienable;  that  the  first  emigrants  had  not 
had  the  nght  to  elect  then-  king;  that  American  claims  were 
derived  from  the  British  constitution  rather  than  from  the  law 
of  nature.     But  Shemian  of  Connecticut  deduced  allegiance 
from  consent,  without  which  the  colonies  were  not  bound  by 
the  act  of  settlement.     Duane,  like  Rutlcdgo,  shrunk  from  the 
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appeal  to  the  law  of  nature,  and  he  founded  government  on 
property  in  land. 

Behind  these  views  lay  the  question  of  the  power  of  par- 
liament over  the  colonies.  "  A  right  of  regulating  trade,"  said 
Gadsden,  true  to  the  principle  of  1765,  "  is  a  right  of  legisla- 
tion, and  a  right  of  legislation  in  one  case  is  a  right  in  all." 

Amid  varying  opinions  and  theories,  the  congress,  in- 
creased to  twelve  cobi'ies  by  delegates  from  North  Carolina 
and  intent  upon  seciring  absolute  unanimity,  moved  with 
great  deliberation ;  so  that  Galloway  hoped  "  the  two  parties 
would  remain  on  an  equal  balance."  But  in  that  body  there 
was  a  man  who  knew  how  to  bring  the  enthusiasm  of  tlu  peo- 
ple into  connection  with  its  representatives.  •'  Samuel  Adams," 
wrote  Galloway,  "  though  by  no  means  remarkable  for  brilliant 
abilities,  is  equal  to  most  men  in  popular  intrigue  and  the 
management  of  a  faction.  lie  eats  little,  drinks  little,  sleeps 
little,  and  thinks  much,  and  is  most  decisive  and  indefatigable 
in  the  pursuit  of  his  objects.  lie  was  the  man  wJio,  by  his 
superior  application,  managed  at  once  the  faction  in  congress 
at  Philadolphia  and  the  factions  in  New  England." 

On  the  seventeenth  of  Septen^ber,  the  delegates  of  Massa- 
chusetts laid  l)efore  congress  the  address  of  tlie  Suffolk  county 
convention  to  Gage,  on  his  seizure  of  the  provhice's  stock  of 
powder  and  his  hostile  occupation  of  Hie  only  approach  to  Bos- 
ton by  land  ;  and  the  resoiutions  of  the  same  convention,  which 
declared  t]iat  no  obedience  was  due  to  the  acts  of  pai'Iiament 
affecting  their  colony. 

As  the  pajicrs  were  read,  expressions  of  esteem,  love,  and 
admiration  broke  forth  in  generous  and  manly  eloquence. 
"  I'nanimity  prevailed  not  of  provinces  only,  but  of  individual 
members."  In  language  which  but  faintly  expressed  their 
spirit,  they  declared  their  sympathy  with  their  suffering  coun- 
trymen in  ]\Iassachusctts,  most  thoroughly  approved  the  wis- 
dom and  fortitude  with  which  opposition  to  ministerial  meas- 
ures had  hitherto  been  conducted,  and  earnestly  reconnnended 
perseverance  according  to  the  resolutions  of  the  county  of  Suf- 
folk. Knowing  that  a  new  parliament  must  soon  be  cho'^,  n, 
they  ex^jressed  their  trust  "  that  the  united  efforts  of  North 
America  would  carrv  such  conviction  to  the  British  nation  of 
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the  unjust  and  ruinous  policy  of  tlie  present  administration  as 
quickly  to  introduce  better  men  and  wiser  measures." 

To  this  end,  tliey  ordered  their  own  resolutions,  with  the 
commumcations  from  Suifolk  county,  to  be  printed.  But  their 
appeal  to  the  electors  of  Britain  was  anticipated.  The  inflexi-  ( 
ble  king,  weighing  in  advance  the  possible  influence  of  the 
American  congress,  overruled  Lord  North,  and,  on  the  last  day 
of  September  suddenly  dissolving  parliament,  brought  on  ihe 
new  election  before  proposals  for  conciliation  could  be  re- 
ceived. 

Gage,  with  the  forces  under  his  command,  hoped  for  no 
more  tlian  to  pass  the  winter  unmolested.     At  one  moment  a 
suspension  of  the  penal  acts  was  his  favorite  advice,  which  the 
king  ridiculed  as  senseless ;  at  the  next,  he  demanded  an  army 
of  wenty  thousand  men,  to  be  composed  of  Canadian  recruits, 
Indians  and  hirelings  from  the  continent  of  Europe ;  again,  he 
would  bring  the  Americans  to  terms  by  casting  them  off  as 
fellow-subjects,  and  not  suffering  even  a  boat  to  go  in  or  out  of 
their  harbors.    All  the  while  he  was  exerting  himself  to  obtain 
payment  for  the  tea  as  a  prelude  to  reconciliation.     His  agents 
wrote  to  their  friends  in  congress,  urging  concessions.     Such 
was  the  advice  of  Church,  in  language  affecting  the  highest 
patriotism;  and  an  officer  who  had  served  with  Washington 
sought  to  persuade  his  old  companion  in  arms  that  New  Eng- 
land was  conspiring  for  independence.     It  was,  moreover,  in- 
mwn^M  that    if  Massachusetts  should   once  resume  its  old 
charter  and  elect  its  governor,  all  New  England  would  unite 
witii  her,  and  become  strong  enough  to  absorb  the  lands  of 
other  governments  ;  that  New  Hampshire  would  occupy  both 
slopes  of  the  Green  Mountains ;  that  Massachusetts  would  seize 
he  western  territory  of  New  York;  while  Connecticut  would 
appropriate  Northern   Pennsylvania,  and  compete  with  Vir- 
ginia for  the  West. 

The  frugal  New  England  people  increased  their  frugality. 
A  for  me,"  wrote  the  wife  of  John  Adams,  "I  will  seek 
wool  and  flax,  and  work  wiUingly  with  my  hands."  Yet  he 
pooiest  man  in  his  distress  would  not  accept  employment  from 
the  Bntish  army;  and  the  twelve  nearest  towns  agreed  o 
v-t]>hold  from  it  orory  supply  beyond  what  huiuanityrquted 
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But  all  the  province,  even  to  Fahnoutli  and  beyond  it,  shared 
the  sorrows  of  Boston,  and  cheered  its  inhabitants  in  their  suf- 
ferings. Nor  did  its  citizens  despair.  Its  newly  elected  rep- 
resentatives were  instructed  never  to  acknowledge  the  regulat- 
ing act ;  and,  in  case  of  a  dissolution,  to  join  the  other  menx- 
bers  in  forming  a  provincial  congress. 

The  assembly  was  summoned  to  meet  at  Salem  on  the  fifth 
of  October,  at  which  time  the  councillors  who  had  been  legally 
commissioned  in  May  intended  to  take  their  seats,  as  their  pe- 
riod of  office  was  a  year,  and  they  were  not  removable  during 
the  tenn  for  which  they  were  chosen.  Against  so  clear  a  title, 
the  mandamus  councillors  would  not  dare  to  claim  their  places 
without  a  larger  escort  than  they  could  receive.  (Jage  was  in 
a  dilemma.  On  the  twenty-eighth  of  September,  by  an  anoma- 
lous proclamation,  he  neither  dissolved  nor  prorogued  the  as- 
sembly which  he  had  called,  but  declined  to  meet  it  at  Salem, 
and  assmned  to  discharge  the  reprefe:entatives  elect  from  their 
duty  of  attendance. 

Meantime,  the  continental  committee  on  the  rights  of  the 
colonies,  having  been  increased  by  one  member  from  each  of 
the  three  provinces — Virginia,  Massachusetts,  and  Pennsylvania 
— extended  their  searches  to  the  statutes  affecting  industry  and 
trade.  But  in  a  body  whose  membei's  Avere  collected  from  re- 
mote parts  of  the  country,  accustomed  to  no  uniform  rules, 
differing  in  their  ideas  and  their  forms  of  expression,  distrust 
could  be  allayed  only  by  the  most  pa'i  unt  discussions ;  and,  for 
the  sake  of  unanimity,  tedious  delay  was  inevitable. 

In  the  first  place,  it  was  sileatly  agreed  to  rest  the  demands 
of  America  not  on  considerations  of  natural  rights,  but  on  a 
historical  basis.  Nothing  was  complained  of  but  innovations, 
so  that  every  appearance  of  a  revolution  was  avoided. 

How  far  the  retrospect  for  grievances  should  bo  carried 
was  the  next  inquiry.  South  Carolina  would  have  included  all 
laws  restrictive  of  manufactures  and  navigation  ;  in  a  word,  all 
the  statutes  of  which  Great  Britain  had  been  so  prodigal 
toward  her  infant  colonies,  for  the  purpose  of  confining  their 
trade  and  crippling  their  domestic  industry.  But  the  Virgini- 
ans, conforming  to  their  instnictions,  narrowed  the  issue  to 
the  innovations  during  the  reign  of  Gcorire  III. ;  and,  as  Mary- 
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land  and  iXorth  Carolina  would  not  separate  from  Virginia  the 
acts  of  navigation,  though  condemned  bj  Richard  Henry  Leo 
a.  a  capital  violation  of  Amencan  rights 'were  not  ifc  Z  , 
the  list  of  grievances. 

.f  fl!!"  T'^f ""'.'  ¥  "°™'-  "«»'  '0  o™  the  binding  force 
of  the  »cts  ot  navigation :  tlie  proposal  to  recognise  the,?,  came 
from  Duane  of  New  York,  and  enconntercd  the  strong LtoT 
position.    Some  wished  to  deny  altogether  the  antho,  tv  of 
parliament ;  others,  its  power  of  taxation;  othe,.,  its  powTr  of 
mternal  taxation  only.    These  discussions  were  drCTnto 
great  length,  and  seemed  to  pro,ni.,e  no  agreement ;  till,  I  lasT 
John  Adams  was  persuaded  to  shape  a  compronisoln  S 
spin   and  very  nearly  in  the  words  of  Duane.     His  resZt  „n 
ran  thiis:  "From  the  necessity  of  the  ease  and  a     g  rd   o   he 
mntual  interest  of  the  countries,  wo  eheerfnlly  eons^t  to  the 
operation  of  such  acts  of  the  liritish  parliament  as  are  W 
>&,  restrained  to  the  regulation  of  onr  external  com ni  "e 
for  he  purpose  of  securing  the  commercial  advan^ac^es  of  tto 
w  .ole  empire  to  the  mother  country  and  the  commercial  be    ! 
fits  of  Its  respective  membei-s;  excluding  everv  idea  of  tax! 
to,  internal  or  extenial,  for  raising  a  revenue  out    Lb       J 
m  America  without  their  consent."  »"oji.cis 

This  article  was  contrary  to  the  princinleB  of  Otis  at  tho 

sZnT™'  1  *lr  "■""''  *°  "'"  '•'^I'-'^O  «a.-a  ioL  0 
a  si^  hf  t""'  V      '  r^'"  "'  '''''  ^^•'''''''  ''"d  !»'  aside 

yet,  as  the  ablest  speaker  from  Massaelmsetts  had  given  wav 
he  concession  was  inevitable.    It  stands  as  a  mouumentZt 
ttie  congress  harbored  no  desire  but  of  reconciliation      " 

Zl   7Y"7  ""'■^"""S  ^  i'""^'^^  for  a  restoi-ation  to 
tl^  state  before  the  contest  began,"  said  John  Adams,  at  a  lat  r 

^ish'ci™;'';tn:'"'°'" '""  -^<'^ "'  -^"«^^'  «- 

cret^ontrt'^^';  f  ™"'™''  ^^7"^  "*  Pemisylvania,  in  se- 
orNrVorl  ^'  »7r°"f  New  Jei«yand  with  Colden 
ot  iNew  York,  proposed  for  the  govemmont  of  the  colonies  ^ 
».sident-general  of  the  king's  appointment,  and  „;:*"!„! 
ul  to  be  chosen  once  in  tteee  years  by  the  severalt^mblk; 
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Tlie  British  parliament  was  to  have  the  power  of  revisinf^  the 
acts  of  this  bodj,  which  in  its  turn  was  to  have  a  negative  on 
British  statutes  relating  to  the  colonies.     "I  am  as  much  a 
friend  to  liberty  as  exists,"  blustered  Galloway,  as  he  presented 
his  insidious  proposition,  "and  no  man  shall  go  further  in 
point  of  fortune  or  in  point  of  blood  than  the  man  who  now 
addresses  you."     His  scheme  hold  out  a  hope  of  a  continental 
union,  which  was  the  long-cherished  policy  of  New  York  ;  it 
was  seconded  by  Dnane  and  supported  by  Jay,  but  opposed 
by  Lee  of  Virginia.      Patrick  Henry  objected  to  intrusting 
the  power  of  taxation  to  a  council  to  be  chosen  not  directly  by 
the  people,  but  indirectly  by  its  representatives  ;  and  he  con- 
demned the  proposal  in  all  its  aspects.     "  The  original  consti- 
tution of  the  colonies,"  said  he,  "  was  founded  on  the  broadest 
and  most  generous  base.     The  regulation  of  our  trade  compen- 
sates all  the  protection  we  ever  experienced.    We  shall  liberate 
our  constituents  from  a  corrupt  house  of  commons,  but  throw 
them  into  the  arms  of  an  American  legislature,  that  may  bo 
bribed  by  a  nation  which  in  the  face  of  the  world  avows  bri- 
bery as  a  part  of  its  system  of  government.     Before  we  are 
obliged  to  pay  taxes  as  they  do,  let  us  be  as  free  as  they  ;  let 
us  have  our  trade  open  with  all  the  world."    "  I  think  the  plan 
almost  perfect,"  said  Edward  Eutledge.     But  not  one  colony, 
unless  it  may  have  been  New  York,  voted  in  its  favor ;  no 
more  than  a  bare  majority  would  consent  that  it  should  even 
lie  on  the  table ;  and  at  a  later  day  congress  struck  the  pro- 
posal from  its  record. 

With  this  defeat,  Galloway  lost  his  mischievous  importance. 
At  the  provincial  elections  in  Pennsylvania,  on  the  first  day  of 
October,  Dickinson,  his  old  opponent,  was  chosen  almost  unani- 
mously a  representative  of  the  county.  I^fifflin,  though  op- 
posed by  some  of  the  Quakei-s  as  too  warm,  was  elected  a  bur- 
gess of  Philadelphia  by  eleven  hundred  votes  out  of  thirteen 
hundred,  with  Charles  Thomson  as  his  colleague.  The  assem- 
bly,  on  the  very  day  of  its  organization,  added  Dickinson  to  its 
delegation  in  congress;  and  he  took  his  seat  in  season  to 
draw  the  address  of  that  body  to  the  king. 

During  the  debates  on  the  proper  basis  of  that  address, 
letters  fmm  Boston  announced  that  the  governor  continued 
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seizing  private  military  stores,  suffering  the  soldiery  "to  treat 
both  town  and  country  as  declared  enemies,"  fortifying  the 
town  and  mounting  cannon  at  its  entrance,  as  though  he  would 
iiold  Its  inhabitants  as  hostages  in  order  to  compel  a  compliance 
with  the  new  laws.     As  he  liad  eluded  the  meeting  of  the  gen- 
eral court,  they  applied  to  congress  for  advice;  if  the  con/ress 
should  instruct  them  to  quit  the  town,  they  would  obey     The 
citizens,  who  collectively  had  been  more  affluent  than  those  of 
any  other  place  of  equal  numbers  in  the  world,  made  a  formal 
olter  to  abandon  their  homes,  and  throw  themselves,  with  their 
wives  and  children,  their  aged  and  infirm,  on  the  charity  of  the 
country  people,  or  build  huts  in  the  woods,  and  never  revisit 
their  native  walls  until  re-established  in  their  rights  and  liber- 
ies.    Gadsden  blazed  up  at  the  thought,  and  he  proposed  that 
Gage  should  be  attacked  and  routed  before  re-enforcements 
could  aijive ;  but  the  congress  was  resolved  to  exhaust  every 
means  of  redress  before  sanctioning  an  appeal  to  arms. 

llie  more  impetuous  people  were  ever  inclined  to  break 
he  bounds  set  for  them.  About  the  middle  of  October  he 
brig  Peggy  Stewart,  from  London,  arrived  at  Annapolis  ;vith 
two  thousand  three  hundred  and  twenty  pounds  of  tea,  on 
which  the  owner  of  the  vessel  made  haste  to  pay  the  dut^' 
tie  BHtH     1  •     ''f '?'  r^'^'  *'^^  voluntary  Submission  t'  : 

~         r'  '"^'''^'  '^''''  "^'^'^'''^  ''  '^''  SO^'-^^  congress. 
were  engaged  m  contesting.     For  the  honor  of  the  province  a 

committee  kept  watch  to  prevent  the  landing  of  the  tea;    uc'' 

tTertilul    ;  ""'"^'  '""  ^^"-"^-^'^  ^-^  f--  ^-^-t  'coun- 
ties,  till  the  two  importei-s  and  the  ship-owner  jointly  expressed 

eir  con^ntion,  and  offered  to  expiate  their  offence  by  l^irn  ^g- 

the     detestable  article "  which  had  caused  their  misconduct! 

When  1    ai^peared  that  this  would  not  satisfy  the  crowd,  tht 

owner  of  the  brig,  after  a  httle  consultation  with  Charles  Oar! 

ac  eJ^^ecr'Tl         T  !''•'  ''''  ''  *'"  ^^™^^-     ^1^^  offer  was 
accepted      The  penitent  importers  and  owner  went  on  board 

he  vessel  with  hats  off  and  lighted  torches  in  their  hands,  a"l, 

in  the  presence  of  a  multitude  of  gazers,  set  fire  to  ihe  Uckl 

ages  of  tea,  all  of  which,  together  with  the  Peggy  S  eCr 

her  canvas  and  cordage,  were  consumed.  ^^^  " 

^\ashmgtun  ardently  wished  to  end  civil  discord  and  re- 
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store  tranquillity  upon  constitutional  grounds,  but  his  indigna- 
tion at  the  wrongs  of  Boston  could  be  appeased  only  by  their 
redress,  and  his  purpose  to  resist  the  execution  of  the  regulat- 
ing act  was  unalterable.     "Permit  me,"  so  he  addressed  a 
British  officer  then  serving  under  Gage,  "  with  the  freedom  of 
a  friend,  to  express  my  sorrow  that  fortune  should  place  you  in 
a  service  that  must  fix  curses  to  the  latest  posterity  upon  the 
contrivers,  and,  if  success  (which,  by  the  by,  is  impossible)  ac- 
companies It,  execrations  upon  all  those  who  have  been  instru- 
mental in  the  execution.     The  Massachusetts  people  are  every 
day  receiving  fresh  proofs  of  a  systematic  assertion  of  an  arbi- 
trary power,  deeply  planned  to  overturn  the  laws  and  consti- 
tution of  their  country,  and  to  violate  the  most  essential  and 
valuable  rights  of  mankind.     It  is  not  the  wish  of  that  govern- 
ment, or  any  other  upon  this  continent,  separately  or  collec- 
tively, to  set  up  for  independence ;  but  none  of  them  will  ever 
submit  to  the  loss  of  those  rights  and  privileges  without  which 
life,  liberty,  and  property  are  rendered  totally  insecure.     Is  it 
to  be  wondered  at  that  men  attempt  to  avert  the  impending 
blow  in  its  progress,  or  prepare  for  their  defence  if  it  cannot 
be  averted?     Give  me  leave  to  add  as  my  opinion,  that,  if  the 
ministry  are  detemiincd  to  push  matters  to  extremity,  more 
blood  will  be  spilled  on  this  occasion  than  history  has  eVer  yet 
furnished  instances  of  in  the  annals  of  North  America." 

Eoss,  a  Pennsylvanian,  moved  in  congress  that  Massachu- 
setts should  be  left  to  her  o\vn  discretion  with  respect  to  gov- 
•erament,  and  the  administration  of  justice  as  well  as  defence. 
The  motion  was  seconded  by  Galloway,  in  the  hope  of  insulat^ 
ing  her.  Had  it  been  adopted,  she  would  have  revived  her 
first  charter,  under  the  Pine  Tree  flag  of  her  forefathers,  and 
■elected  her  governor.  From  the  desire  of  conciliation  the 
province  was  suffered  to  continue  in  a  state  of  anarchy;  but 
on  the  eighth  of  October  it  was  resolved,  though  not  unani- 
mously, "  tliat  this  congress  approve  the  opposition  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  to  the  execution  of  the  late 
acts  of  parliament,  and,  if  the  same  shall  be  attempted  to  be 
carried  into  execution  by  force,  all  America  ought  to  support 
tliem  in  their  opposition."  This  is  the  vote  which  hardened 
George  III.  to  hsten  to  no  terms.     Gallowav  and  Duanp.  de- 
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sired  leave  to  enter  their  protests  against  the  resolution,  and,  as 
tbs  was  refused,  they  gave  to  eaeh  other  privately  eer'tificates 
tluit  they  had  opposed  it  as  treasonable.  Two  days  later  eon- 
gress  further  "declared  that  every  person  who  sLld  accept 
or  act  under  any  commission  or  authority  derived  from  the  act 
of  parhament  which  violated  the  charter  of  Massachusetts, 
ought  to  be  held  in  detestation ; »  and,  in  their  letter  to  Gage 
they  censured  his  conduct  as  tending  «to  involve  a  free  peopl^ 
m  the  horrors  of  war."  ^ 

lu  adopting  a  declaration  of  rigLts,  the  division  which  had 

>\aul  of  Rhode  Island,  "no  acts  of  parliament  can  bind 
Gmng  np  tins  poi.it  is  yielding  all."  Against  him  epoke 
John  Adams  and  Dnane.  "A  right,"  said  Lynch,  "to  bind 
us  u>  one  case  may  imply  a  right  to  bind  ns  in  all ;  int  we  are 
thTv  tl"  Tf    ^'^■■^^»'""»  of  =o»ccsslon  wa^  arrested  I^ 

uZXl     f  7  M   ,"r  "S"'"'*  ^'"''  "•"''  Massachusetts  and 
Ehodc  Island  d.vnled,  but  at  last  ,vas  carried  by  the  influence 

lion  the  list  of  grievances;  but  of  all  the  bad  acts  of  parlia- 
ment, E,cl,ard  Henry  Lee  pi^nounced  it  the  wo™t.  IliioX 
^.prevailed  upon  a  vote  ,vhieh  Duane's  reluctant  adhesion 
made  nnammous.  Th„s  eleven  acts  of  parliament  or  part  of 
acts,  mclnding  the  Quebec  aet  and  the  acts  specially  alcclt 
Massachusetts  were  declared  to  bo  such  infringements  and 
violations  „  the  rights  of  the  colonies  that  the  rep  Jo  them 
was  essen  .ally  necessary,  in  order  to  restore  har.«o...y  between 
the  eolon.cs  and  Great  Britain.  ^ 

The  co..gress  had  unanimously  resolved  from  the  first  ,Uv 

Gr    :S.;i.f  andTt'd^^Vr  '■"^''  "^  n,e,.eh:ndi!:1™:^ 
trrcat  l>..ta...  a.id  Ireland.     They  could  not  agree  upon  nn  i,„ 

should  be  delayed  beyond  the  tenth  day  of  September  of  the 
fo llow.„g  year  a  resolution  to  c.port  no  mereh  Xlo  W 
B„ta„,  Ireland  and  the  AYest  Indies  after  that  date  ™  "r 
nod,  but  aga.„st  the  voice  of  South  Carolina.    When  the  mem 
hers  proceeded  to  bind  thcnselves  to  these  .neas,,  e    t  an  ^" 
~"'..*!:?"  of  «»=  dolegates  of  that  colonv  ref„.,ed  tl." 
name.    ••  xne  agreement  to  stop  exports  to  Great  Britain  is 
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unequal,"  reasoned  Paitludge;  "  New  England  ships  little  or 
nothing  there,  but  sends  iish,  its  great  staple,  to  Portugal  or 
fepain  ;  South  Carolina  annually  ships  rice  to  England  to  the 
value  of  a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars,     ^^ew  England  would 
be  affected  but  little  by  the  prohibition;  Carolina  would  be 
runied ; "  and  he  and  two  of  his  colleagues  withdrew  from  the 
congress.     Gadsden,  who  never  counted  the  cost  of  patriotism 
remamed  in  his  place,  and,  trusting  to  the  generosity  of  his 
constituents,  declared  himself  ready  to  sign  the  association.    All 
business  was  interrupted  for  several  days,  when  congress  re- 
called the  seceders  by  allowing  the  unconditional  export  of 
rice.  ^ 

The  association  further  adopted  without  opposition  the 
memorable  covenant  which  inaugurated  the  aboUtion  of  the 
slave-trade  :  -  We  will  neither  import  nor  purchase  any  slave 
imported  after  the  first  day  of  December  next,  after  which 
time  we  will  wholly  discontinue  the  slave-trade,  and  will  neither 
be  concerned  in  it  ourselves,  nor  will  we  hire  our  vessels  nor 
sell  our  commodities  or  manufactures  to  those  who  are  con- 
cerned in  it." 

This  first  American  congress  brought  forth  another  measure, 
which  was  without  an  example.  It  recognised  the  political 
being  and  authority  of  the  people.  AYliile  it  refused  to  petition 
parliament,  it  addressed  the  people  of  the  provinces  from  Nova 
fecotia  to  Florida,  the  people  of  Canada,  the  people  of  Great 
-L5ritain,  making  the  printing  press  its  ambassador  to  the  risin^ 
power.  ° 

To  the  British  people  whom  they  described  as  having  been 
led  to  greatness  by  the  hand  of  liberty,"  and  as  "heirs  to  the 
rights  of  men,"  they  said,  in  the  language  of  Jay:  "Know 
that  we  consider  ourselves,  and  do  insist  that  we  are,  and  ou-ht 
to  be,  as  free  as  our  fellow-subjects  in  Britain,  and  that  no 
power  on  earth  has  a  right  to  take  our  property  from  us  with- 
out  our  consent.     Prior  to  the  era,"  of  17G3,  "you  were  con- 
tent with  wealth  produced  by  our  commerce.     You  restrained 
our  trade  m  every  way  that  could  conduce  to  your  emolument 
1  ou  exercised  unbounded  sovereignty  over  the  sea."     Assent- 
ing to  these  restrictions,  they  demonstrated  that  a  victory  over 
the  rights  of  America  would  not  only  be  barren  of  advontno-p 
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to  the  English  nation,  but  increase  their  public  debt,  pensioners 
and  place-men,  diminish  their  commerce,  and  lead  to  the  over' 
throw  of  their  liberties  by  violence  and  corruption.     Nor  did 
the  descendant  of  Huguenots  fail  to  make  for  them  an  appeal 
a^  Protestants  to  Protestant  Scotland  and  England.     Finally 
they  said :  "To  your  justice  we  appeal.     You  have  been  told 
that  we  are  impatient  of  governn.ent  and  desirous  of  indepen- 
dency.     These  are  calumnies.     Permit  us  to  be  as  free  as  your- 
selves, and  we  shall  ever  esteem   i  union  with  you  to  be  our 
greatest  glory  and  our  greatest  happiness.     But  if  you  are  de- 
tcrmmed  that  your  ministers  shall  wantonly  sport  with  the 
rights  of  mankind;  if  neither  th(^  voice  of  justice,  the  dictates 
of  law,  the  pnnciples  of  the  con.^  fitution,  or  the  suggestions  of 
humanity,  can  rest,-ain  your  hand,  from  shedding  human  blood 
m  such  an  impious  cause,  we  must  then  tell  you  that  we  will 
never  submit  to  bo  hewei-s  of  wood  or  drawers  of  water  for 
any  ministry  or  nation  in  the  world." 

A  second  congress  was  appointed  for  May  of  the  next  year 
at  which  all  the  colonies  of  North  America,  including  Nova 
bcotiaand  Canada,  were  invited  to  appear  by  their  deputies. 
Ihe  ultimate  decision  of  Ameru-a  was  then   imbodied  in  a 
petition  to  the  king,  written  bv  Dickinson,  and  imbued  in 
every  line  with  a  desire  for  conciliation.     In  the  list  of  griev- 
ances, congress  enumerated  the  statutes,  and  those  only,  which 
had  been  enacted  since  the  year  17G3  for  the  very  purpose  of 
changing  the  constitution  or  the  administration  of  the  colonies 
ihey  justified  tlieir  discontent  by  historic  tradition,  and  by 
tlie  ideas  of  right.     "So  far  from  promoting  innovations'' 
said  they  truly,  "we  have  only  opposed  them;   and  can  be 
charged  with  no  offence,  unless  it  be  one  to  receive  iniuries 
and  be  sensible  of  them."     Acquiescing  in  the  restrictions  on 
their  ships  and  mdustry,  they  professed  a  readiness  on  the  part 
of  the  colonial  legislatures  to  make  suitable  provision  for  the 
administration  of  justice,  the  support  of  civil  government,  and 
for  defence,  protection,  and  security  in  time  of  peace ;  in  case 
of  war,  they  pledged  the  colonies  to  "most  strenuous  efforts  in 
granting  supplies  and  raising  forces.'^     But  the  privile-e  of 
thus    expressing   their    affectionate  attachment    they  would 
never  resign  to  any  body  of  men  upon  earth."    «  We  ask  " 
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they  continued,  "  but  for  peace,  liberty,  and  safety.  AYe  wish 
no   a  diminution  of  the  prerogative,  aor  the  grant  of  any  new 

rl  ;  /-r  ""^"  T'!;""^'^  "^''  '''^  "^^  «"^'  connection  with 
^rea    Britain,  we  shall  always  support  and  mamtain;"  and 

they  besouglit  of  the  king,  "as  the  loving  father  of  his  whole 
people,  his  interposition  for  then-  relief  and  a  gracious  answer 
to  their  petition." 

From  complacency  toward  Kockinglum,  they  paased  over 

be  declaratory  act  m  silence;  and  they  expressed  their  assent 

to  the  power  of  regulating  commerce.    Eut  the  best  evidence 

of  their  .incenty  is  fonnd  in  the  measure  which  they  recom- 

mended.    Had  mdependenee  been  their  object,  they  would 

have  strained  every  nerve  to  increase  their  sports  and  fill  the 

country  m  return  with  the  manufaetures  and  munitions  which 

they  reqmred.    The  suspension  of  trade  was  the  most  disin- 

erestec  manner  of  expressing  to  the  mother  country  how 

deeply  they  felt  then-  wrongs,  and  how  earnestly  they  desired 

a  peaceful  restoration  of  reeiproeal  confidence.    While  Britdn 

iTdf  rr  ""'"'  '"'  ""''  ""T""»  --"f-ta-s  and  Mia 
goods,  the  American  merchant  saerifleed  nearly  his  whole  busi- 
ness  ahe  exchequer  might  perhaps  suffer  some  diminution 
m  the  revenue  from  tobacco,  but  the  plante..  of  JIaryCdand 

titef  "Tf™  "^    "  ?*r  <"«=''-g^»W-=  produce  of  their  es- 
tates.   The  cessation  of  the  export  of  provisions  to  the  West 
Indies  of  flaxseed  to  Ireland,  injured  the  northern  prov  nces 
very  deeply;  and  yet  it  would  touch  only  the  British  mer 
chants  who  had  debts  to  collect  in  the  ATest  Indies  or  IreCd 

.efu  al  to  import  was  made  by  the  colonist  at  the  cost  of  pcr^ 

sources.  Moreover,  no  means  existed  of  enforcing  the  agree- 
ment; so  tliat  the  truest  patriots  would  suffer  most!  Andye^ 
the  people  so  yearned  for  a  bloodless  restoration  of  the  old 
relations  with  Britain  that  they  cheerfully  entered  on  the  el. 
periment,  m  the  hope  that  the  extreme  self-deuial  of  tit 
country  would  disti^ss  British  commerce  enougl.rbriul  *: 
government  to  reflection.  ^  " 

But,  since  the  efforts  to  avert  eivil  war  might  fail,  John 
Adams  waa  an.xious  to  see  New  England  provided  with  "cal 
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and  gunpowder."     Ward  of  Knode  Island  foretold  that  Amer- 
lea  was  to  Hght  all  the  nations  of  the  earth  to  freedom. 
"Were  I  to  suffer  as  a  rebel  in  the  cause  of  American  liberty* 
should  I  net  be  translated  immediately  to  heaven  as  Enoch  was 
of  old?"  wrote  Hewes  of  North  Carohna.     Samuel  Adams 
urged  his  friends  to  study  the  art  of  war,  and  organize  re- 
sistance.    ''I  would  advise,"  said  he.  "persisting  in  our  strug- 
gle, though  it  w  ere  revealed  from  heaven  that  nine  hundred 
and  ninety-nine  were  to  perish,  and  only  one  of  a  thousand  to 
survive  and  retain  his  liberty.     One  such  freeman  must  pos- 
sess more  virtue  and  enjoy  more  happiness  than  a  thousand 
slaves ;  and  let  iiim  propagate  his  like,  and  transmit  to  them 
what  he  hath  so  nobly  preserved."     "Delightful  as  peace  is," 
said  Dickinson,  "it^vill  come  more  grateful  by  being  unex- 
pected."    Washington  foresaw  that  the  measures  of  congress 
would  not  prove  effectual.     AYhen  Patrick  Henry  read  the 
words  of  Ilawley,  "After  all,  we  must  fight,"  he  raised  his 
hand,  and  called  God  to  witness  as  he  cried  out:  "I  am  of 
that  man's  mind." 
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CIIAPTEIl  y. 

UOV:    BRITAm    BEGAN    CATHOLIC    EMAKCIPATION,    AND    HOW   VTE- 
GINIA  NULLIFIED  THE  QUEBEC   ACT. 

OCTOBEE-JVTOVEMBEE   1774. 

The  congress  of  1774  contained  statesmen  of  the  hif^hest 
order  of  wisdom.  For  eloquence,  Patrick  Henry  was  unri- 
vailed;  next  to  him  in  debate  stood  the  elder  Rntledge,  of 
South  Carolma;  "but,  if  you  speak  of  sohd  information  and 
sound  judgment,"  said  Patrick  Henrys,  "Washmgton  is  mi- 
questionably  the  greatest  man  of  them  all." 

.     JJ'!;^^?  *^f .  ^^^«g^*^«  of  t^i«  twelve  colonies  were  in  session 
m  Phi  adelphia,  nmety  of  the  membei-s  just  elected  to  the 
idassachusetts  assembly  appeared  on  Wednesday,  the  fifth  of 
October,  at  the  court-house  in  Salem.     After  waiting  two  days 
for  the  governor,  ihey  parsed  judgment  on  his  unconstitutional 
pi-oclamation  against  their  meeting;  and,  resolving  themselves 
mto  a  provincial  congress,  they  adjourned  to  Concord.    There 
on  tae  eleventh,  the  members,  about  two  hundi-ed  and  sixty  in 
number,  elected  John  Hancock  their  president.     On  the  four- 
teenth they  sent  a  message  to  the  governor,  that  for  want  of  a 
general  assembly  they  had  convened  in  congress ;  and  they 
remonstrated  against  his  hostile  preparations.     A  committeo 
from  Worcester  coul  ^  made  to  him  similar  representations. 

io  the  provincial  congress,  which  had  again  adjourned 
from  Concord  to  Cambridge,  Gage  made  answer  by  recrimina- 
tions. They  were  surrounded  by  difficulties.  A  committee, 
appointed  on  the  twenty-fourth  of  October  to  consider  the 
proper  time  to  provide  a  stock  of  powder,  ordnance,  and  ord- 
nance stores,  reported  on  the  same  day  that  the  proper  time 
was  come.    Upon  the  debate  for  raising  money  to  prepare 
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for  the  crisis,  one  member  proposed  to  appropriate  a  thousand 
pounds,  another  two  thousand ;  a  committee  reported  a  sum  of 
less  tJian  ninety  thousand  dollars  as  a  preparation  against  a 
most  wealthy  and  warlike  empire.  They  elected  three  general 
officers  by  ballot.  A  committee  of  safety,  Hancock  and  War- 
ren  bei  ig  of  the  number,  was  invested  with  power  to  alarm 
and  muster  flic  militia  of  the  province,  of  whom  one  fourth 
were  to  hold  themselves  ready  to  march  at  a  minute's  notice. 

In  Connecticut,  which,  from  its  compactness,  numbers,  and 
wealth,  was  second  only  to  Massachusetts  in  mihtary  resources 
the  legislature  of  1774  provided  for  effectively  organizing  the 
militia,  prohibited  the  importation  of  slaves,  and  ordered  the 
several  tosv-ns  to  provide  doable  the  usual  quantity  of  powder, 
ball,  and  flints.  They  directed  the  issue  of  fifteen  thousand 
pounds  m  bins  of  credit  of  the  colony,  and  made  a  smaU  in- 
crease  of  the  taxes.  This  was  the  first  issue  of  paper  money 
ni  the  colonies  preparatory  to  war. 

The  congress  of  Massachuset..,  in  like  manner,  directed 
the  people  of  the  province  to  perfect  themselves  in  mihtary 
skill,  and  each  town  to  provide  a  full  stock  of  arms  and  ammu- 
nition.    Having  voted  to  pay  no  more  money  to  the  royal  col- 
lector, they  chose  a  receiver-general  of  their  own,  and  instituted 
a  system  of  provincial  taxation.     They  appointed  executive 
committees  of  safety,  of  correspondence,  and  of  supphes     As 
the  continental  congress  would  not  sanction  their  resumincr  the 
charter  from  Charles  I,  they  adhered  as  nearly  as  possible  to 
that  granted  by  Wilham  and  Mary;  and  summoned  the  coun- 
cdlors,  duly  elected  under  that  charter,  to  give  attendance  on 
the  fourth  Wednesday  of  Is^ovember,  to  which  time  they  ad- 
journed.    To  their  next  meeting  they  referred  the  considera- 
tion of  the  propriety  of  sending  agents  to  Canada 

_  The  troubles  with  the  thirteen  colonies  led  the  court  of  Great  - 
Britain  to  its  first  step  in  the  emancipation  of  Catholics;  and, 
with  no  higher  object  in  view  than  to  strengthen  the  authority 
of  the  king  m  America,  the  Quebec  act  of  1774  began  that 
senes  of  concessions  which  at  last  opened  the  British  parlia- 
ment  and  the  high  offices  of  administration  to  "papists  " 

In  the  behef  that  the  loyalty  of  its  possessions  had  been 
promoted  by  a  dread  of  the  French  settlements  on  their  north- 
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em  and  western  frontier,  Britain  sought  to  create  under  its 
own  auspices  a  distinct  empire,  suited  to  restrain  lier  original 
colonies  from  aspiring  to  independence.     For  this  end,  it  an- 
nexed by  act  of  parliament  to  the  province  which  was  called 
Quebec  alj  the  terntory  north-west  of  the  Ohio,  as  far  aa  the 
Mississippi  river  and  thence  to  the  head  of  Lake  Superior;  and 
consohdated  all  authority  over  this  boundless  region  in  the 
lands  of  the  executive  power  of  Great  Britain.    The  Catho- 
hcs  were  not  displeased  that  tho  promise  of  a  representative 
assembly  was  not  kept.     In  1703,  they  had  all  been  disfran- 
chised  m  a  land  where  there  were  few  Protestants,  except 
attendants  on  the  army  and  government  officials.     A  repre- 
sentative assembly,  to  which  none  but  Protestants  could  be 
chosen  would  have  subjected  almost  all  the  inhabitants  to  a 
resident  oligarchy,  hateful  by  their  race  and  religion,  their  su- 
premacy as  conquerors,  and  their  selfishness.     The  Quebec  act 
authorized  the  crown  to  confer  posts  of  honor  and  of  business 
upon  Catholics ;  and  they  chose  rather  to  depend  on  the  clem- 
ency oi  the  king  than  to  have  an  exclusively  Protestant  pariia- 
ment,  like  that  of  Ireland.     This  limited  political  toleration 
left  no  room  for  the  sentiment  of  patriotism.     The  French 
Canadians  of  that  day  could  not  persuade  themselves  that  thev 
had  a  country.    They  would  have  desired  an  assembly  to  which 
they  should  be  eligible ;  but,  since  that  was  not  to  be  obtained 
they  accepted  their  partial  enfranchisement  by  the  kin-  as  a 
boon  to  a  conquered  people.  °' 

The  owners  of  estates  were  gratified  by  the  vest  ation 
of  the  French  system  of  law.  The  English  emigrant,  might 
complam  of  the  want  of  jury  trials  in  civil  processes;  but 
the  French  Canadians  were  grateful  for  relief  from  statutes 
which  they  did  not  comprehend,  and  from  the  chicanery  of 
unfamiliar  courts.  The  nobility  of  New  France,  who  had  ever 
been  accustomed  to  arms,  were  still  further  conciliated  by  the  ' 
proposal  to  enroll  Canadian  battalions,  in  which  they  could 
hold  commissions  on  equal  terms  with  English  officers. 

The  capitulation  of  New  France  had  guaranteed  to  the 
clergy  freedom  of  public  worship;  by  the  Quebec  act  they 
were  confirmed  in  the  possession  of  their  ancient  churches  and 
their  revenues ;  so  that  the  Eoman  Catholic  worship  was  as 
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effectually  established  in  Canada  as  the  Presbyterian  church  in 
Scotland.     When  Carlcton  returned  to  his  government,  bear- 
ing this  great  measure  of  conciliation  of  which  he  was  known 
to  have  been  the  adviser,  he  was  welcomed  by  the  Catholic 
bishop  and  priests  of  Quebec  with  professions  of  loyalty  •  and 
the  memory  of  Thurlow  and  Wedderbum,  who  carried  the  act 
througli  parliament,  is  gratefully  embalmed  in  Canadian  his- 
tory.    Yet  the  clergy  were  conscious  that  the  concession  of 
these  privileges  was  but  an  act  of  worldly  policy,  mainly  due 
to  the  disturbed  state  of  the  Protestant  colonies.     For  the 
cause  of  Great  Britain,  Catholic  Canada  could  not  uplift  the 
banner  of  the  King  of  heaven  or  seek  the  perils  of  martyrdom. 
Such  was  the  frame  of  mind  of  the  French  Canadians  when 
the  American  congress  sent  among  chem  its  appeal.    The  time 
was  come  for  applying  the  new  principle  of  the  power  of  the 
people  to  the  old  divisions  in  Christendom  between  the  Catho- 
hcand  tne  Protestant  world.    The  CathoHc  church  asserts  the 
unity,  the  universality,  and  the  unchangeableness  of  truth- 
tad  this  principle  rather  demands  than  opposes  universal  eman-' 
cipation  and  brotherhood.     Yet  Protestantism,  in  the  sphere  of ' 
politics,  had  hitherto  been  the  representative  of  that  increase- 
of  popular  liberty  which  had  grown  out  of  free  inquiry,  while, 
the  Catholic  church,  under  the  early  influence  of  Roman  law  and' 
the  temporal  sovereignty  of  the  Roman  pontiff,  had  inclined  to- 
monarchical  power.    These  relations  were  now  to  be  modified. 
The  thirteen  colonies  were  all  Protestant ;  even  in  Mary- 
land the  Catholics  formed  scarcely  an  eighth,  perhaps  not  more, 
than  a  twelfth  part  of  the  population  ;  their  presence  in  other 
provinces,  except  Pennsylvania,  Avas  hardly  perceptible.     The 
members  of  congress  had  not  wholly  purged  themselves  of 
Protestant  bigotry.     In  their  address  to  the  people  of  Great 
Britain,  it  was  even  said  that  the  Roman  Catholic  religion  had 
dispersed  impiety,  bigotry,  persecution,  murder,  and  rebellion 
through  every  part  of  the  world."    But  the  desire  of  including 
Canada    m  the  confederacy    compelled   the    Protestants    of 
America  to  extend  the  principle  of  religious  equahty  and  free- 
dom to  Catholics.     In  the  masterly  address  to  the  inhabitants 
ot  the  province  of  Quebec,  drawn  by  Dickinson  all  old  reli- 
gious jealousies  were  condemned  as  low-minded  infirmities ; 
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and  the  Swiss  cantons  were  cited  as  examples  of  a  union  com- 
posed of  Catholic  and  Protestant  states. 

After  a  clear  analysis  of  the  Quebec  act,  and  the  contrast 
of  its  provisions  with  English  liberties,  the  shade  of  Montes- 
quieu was  evoked  Jis  saying  to  the  Canadians :  "  The  hap])iness 
of  a  people  inevitably  depends  on  their  liberty,  and  their  spirit 
to  assert  it.     The  value  and  extent  of  the  advantages  tendered 
to  you  arc  immense.    This  work  is  not  of  man  ;  you  have  been 
conquered  into  liberty,  if  you  act  as  you  ought.     Seize  the  op- 
portunity presented  to  you  by  Providence  itself.     You  are  a 
small  people,  compared  to  those  who  with  open  arms  invito 
you  into  a  fellowship.    The  injuries  of  Boston  have  roused  and 
associated  every  colony  from  Nova  Scotia  to  Georgia.     Your 
province  is  the  only  link  wanting  to  complete  the  bright  and 
strong  cliuin  of  union.     Nature  has  joined  your  country  to 
theirs;  do  you  join  your  political  interests;  for  their  own 
■sakes,  they  never  \vill  desert  or  betray  you." 

Whether  the*  unanimous  invitation  of  congress  to  the  Canor 
^ians  to  "  accede  to  their  confederation  "  should  be  accepted  or 
repelled,  the  old  feud  between  members  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
•church  and  the  free  governments  which  had  sprung  from  Pro- 
testantism was  coming  to  an  end. 

The  attempt  to  extend  the  jurisdiction  of  Quebec  to  the 
'Ohio  river  was  resisted  by  the  older  colonies,  especially  by 
Virginia ;  and  the  interest  of  the  crown  officers  in  the  adjacent 
provinces  was  at  variance  with  the  policy  of  parliament. 

Lord  Dunmore  had  reluctantly  left  New  York,  where,  dur- 
ing his  short  career,  he  had  acquired  fifty  thousand  acres  of 
land,  and,  as  chancellor,  was  preparing  to  decide  in  his  own 
•court,  in  his  own  favor,  a  large  and  unfounded  claim  which  he 
had  preferred  against  the  lieutenant-governor.  Upon  entering 
•on  the  government  of  Virginia,  his  passion  for  land  and  fees 
outweighing  the  proclamation  of  the  king  and  reiterated  and 
most  positive  instructions  from  the  secretary  of  state,  he  sup- 
ported the  claims  of  the  colony  to  the  West,  and  was  a  partner 
in  two  immense  purchases  of  land  from  the  Indians  in  south- 
em  Illinois.  In  1773,  his  agents,  the  Bullets,  made  surveys  at 
the  falls  of  the  Ohio;  and  parts  of  Louisville  and  of  the  towns 
opposite  Cincinnati  are  now  held  under  his  warrant. 
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rittsburg  formed  the  rallying  point  for  western  emigration 
and  Indian  trade.     It  was  a  p.u-t  of  the  county  of  Westniore- 
and,  m  I  ennsylvania.     Suddenly,  and  without  jn-oper  notice 
to  the  councd  of  that  province,  Dunmore  extended  his  iuris- 
diet-on  over  the  well-peopled  region.     He  found  a  wiUiufr  in- 
s  rument  m  one  John  Connolly,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  a 
piiysician,  and-jobbor,  and  subservient  political  intriguer,  who 
had  travelled  niuch  in  the  Ohio  valley  both  by  vvater  and 
and      Connmssioned  by  Dunmore  as  captain-commandant  of 
i  ittsburg  and  its  dependencies,  that  is  to  say,  of  all  the  west- 
em  country,  Connolly  opened  the  year  1774  with  a  proclama- 
tion of  his  authority,  and  directed  a  muster  of  the  militia 
ihe  western  people,  especially  the  emigrants  from  Maryland 
and  Virgmia,  spurning  the  meek  tenets  of  the  Quakers,  in- 
clined to  he  usurpation.     The  measures  of  the  governor  and 
council  of  Tennsylvania  in  support  of  their  right,  Dunmore 
passionately  resented  as  a  personal  insult,  and  would  neither 
listen   0  irrefragable  arguments,  nor  to  candid  offers  of  settle- 
ment  by  joint  commissioners,  nor  to  the  personal  application 
of  two  of  the  council  of  Pennsylvania. 

Virginia  avoided  strife  with  her  great  neighbor,  Pennsyl- 
vania; but  she  applauded  Dunmore  when  he  set  at  naught  the 
Quebec  Act,  and  kept  possession  of  the  government  and  riffht 
to  grant  lands  on  the  Scioto,  the  Wabash,  and  the  Illinois. 
South  of  the  Ohio  river,  Franklin's  inchoate  province  of  Van- 
daha  stretched  from  the  Alleghanies  to  Kentucky  river ;  the 

Zu  1  Tt  ?T"'^  '""^'^^  ^"-^-""'^  ^^  the  TenneLee ; 
the  t  eaty  at  Lochaber  carried  its  limit  only  to  the  mouth  of  the 

Great  Kanawha;  but  the  king's  instructions  confined  settle- 
ments tothe  east  of  the  mountains.  There  was  no  one,  there- 
fore, having  authority  to  give  a  title  to  any  land  west  of  the 
Alleghanies,  or  power  to  restrain  the  restlessness  of  the  Ameri- 
can emigrants.     With  the  love  of  wandering  that  formed  a 

iClM  .      'i  'f'^'f'.  *^f  ^'"^^  backwoodsman,  clad  in  a  hunt- 
ng-sliirt  and  deerskin  leggins,  armed  with  a  rifle,  a  powder- 
horn,  and  a  pouch  for  shot  and  bullets,  a  hatchet  and  a  hunter's 
knrfe  descended  the  mountains  in  quest  of  more  distant  lands, 

tW    f?/rr  '"''^^°'^   '^   ^'  "^^^^^  ^^d  l^^elier  than 
those  which  he  knew.     Wherever  he  fixed  his  halt,  the  hatchet 
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liowotl  logs  for  his  cal)in,  niul  l)la5cc(l  trees  of  tlio  forest  kept 
the  record  of  ]m  title-deeds ;  nor  did  ho  conceive  that  a  British 
government  liad  any  right  to  forbid  the  occni)ation  of  lands 
which  were  cither  unlnliabited  or  only  broken  by  a  few  scat- 
tered clana  of  savages. 

The  adventurer  in  search  of  a  new  lionio  on  the  banks  of 
the  l\risslsslppl  risked  his  life  at  every  step  ;  so  that  a  system  of 
indojiendent  defence  and  private  war  became  tlie  custom  of  the 
backwoods.     The  settler  had  every  motive  to  preserve  peace, 
yet  ho  could  not  bo  turned  from  his  purpose  by  fear,  and 
trusted  for  security  to  his  peri)ctual  readiness  for  self-defence. 
Not  a  twelvemonth  passed  away  without  a  massacre  of  pio- 
neers.    Near  the  end  of  1773,  Daniel  Boone  would  have  taken 
his  wife  and  children  to  Kentucky.     At  Powell's  valley  he 
was  joined  by  live  families  and  forty  men.     In  October,  as 
they  approached  Cum])orland  gap,  tlio  young  men,  who  had 
charge  of  the  pack-horsos  and  cattle  in  the  rear,  were  suddenly 
attacked  by  Indians ;   one  only  escaped ;  the  remaining  six, 
among  whom  was  Boone's  eldest  son,  were  killed  on  the  spot, 
80  that  the  survivors  of  the  party  were  forced  to  turn  back  to 
the  settlements  on  Clinch  river.     When  the  Cherokees  were 
summoned  by  Virginia  to  give  up  the  offenders,  they  evaded 
the  accusation  by  shifting  it  from  one  tribe  to  another;  but 
one  of  the  emigrant  party  who  had  escaped  avenged  his  com- 
panions by  killing  an  Indian  at  a  horse-race  on  the  frontier. 
This  was  the  first  Indian  blood  shed  by  a  white  man  from  the 
time  of  the  treaty  of  Bouquet 

In  the  beginning  of  February  1774,  the  Indians  killed  six 
white  men  and  two  negroes,  and  near  the  end  of  the  same 
month  they  seized  a  trading  canoe  on  the  Ohio,  killed  the  men 
on  board,  and  earned  their  goods  to  the  Shawnee  towns.  In 
March,  Michael  Cresap,  after  a  skirmish  and  the  loss  of  one 
man  on  each  side,  took  from  a  party  of  Indians  five  loaded 
canoes.  It  became  known  that  messages  were  passing  between 
the  tribes  of  the  Ohio,  the  western  Indians,  and  the  Cherokees ; 
and  Connolly,  from  Pittsburg,  on  the  twenty-first  of  April, 
wrote  to  the  inhabitants  of  Wheeling  to  be  on  the  alert. 

Incensed  by  the  succession  of  murders,  the  backwoodsmen 
began  to  form  war-parties  along  the  frontier  from  the  Chero- 
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koo  cmmtry  lo  Pennsylvania.     Wl.en  tho  letter  of  Connolly 
fe    „,to  Cres,,,, »  han,l,,  I,„  „„d  l,i„  party  eBteomed  thc„«lvi 

!f  AM  „     TT  '"  '"■'"""  """'  "'"''  <"'  "'"  twentysixth 

ot  April,  tliey  iireU  uiMii  two  Indiana  wl.o  wcro  witb  a  white 

man  m  a  canoe  on  tl.e  0:>io,  and  killed  tl.e.n  both.     On  tho 

thirtieth  of  April,  five  Uelawares  and  Shawneea,  with  their 

women  a.nong  wlio.n  was  one  at  tet  of  tho  same  blood  with 

U'gw,  happening  to  enea.np  near  Yellow  creek,  on  tho  8ito 

of  tho  present  town  of  Well»ville,  were  enticed  across  the 

•ve.  by  a  trader;  and  about  noon,  when  they  had  become  in- 

o«ci,ied  were  murdered  in  cold  blood.     Two  others,  crossing 

the  Ohio  to  look  after  their  friends,  were  shot  down  as  soon  Z 

tn ined  their  eoui^e  ;  but,  being  immediately  fired  at,  two  weS 
kd^ed  and  two  wonnded.     The  next  day  a  Shawnee  'was  killed 
and  anothei-  man  wonnded.     Thirteen  Indians  were  killed  he^ 
tween  the  twentyflrst  of  April  and  the  end  of  tho  month 

At  the  tidings  of  this  bloodshed,  fleet  messengers  of  the 
red  men  ran  with  the  wail  of  war  to  tho  Musldn^im  and  to 
he  Shawnee  villages  in  Ohio;  and  frecjiient  expresses  from 
«e  white  men  reached  AVllliam«bnrg,  entreating  assistanc" 
The  gove^or  following  an  intimation  from  tho  assembly  in 
May  ordered  the  mihtia  of  the  frontier  counties  tobeimbodied 
fo.  defence.    Meantime,  Logan's  sonl  eaUed  within  him  for 

1  e  v,l„   f  ™"f '"'  ^"l"'^''  «™-I'='ng8  tho  Sesquehamud,  and 

Ltf;^^  , "■'  '"  "'"Mo™™"";  and  there,  three 
jears  1.  tor,  Bramerd  wore  away  life  as  a  missionary  amoig  the 
Mty  cabins  of  the  village.    Logan  had  grown  „p  i  the  friend 

b  0  d     -V^l^tr  '.  '"'  ""  ^^'"'^  "'  '-  kindred'clamored  f:' 
dX  ;nd?M  1  <^<""P'">i™s.  I'o  «-ent  ont  upon  the  war- 

"W-  sa  d  M     T   ?  tr'P'  ""  "^"'^  '■"■nbor  was  thirteen. 

tilT'   ,      ,,      "''"''    -^  ""^  ^'''*fi"«l  *»■•  tl>o  loss  of  my  rela- 
tions, and  mil  sit  still."  ■' 

from  tL"'!n'T"''''."'°  """'  "^■•'''^''  »f  *'"=  tribes,  prowled 

lenuessee.    One  of  them  returned  with  the  scalps  of  fortv 
men,  women,  and  children.    On  the  other  hand  a  ^Ly  1^ 
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white  men,  with  Dnnniorc's  permission,  destroyed  an  Indian 
village  on  tho  Muskingum. 

To  restrain  tho  backwoodsmen  and  end  the  miseries  which 
distracted  tho  frontier,  and  to  look  after  his  own  interests  and 
his  agents,  Dimmoro  called  out  the  militia  of  the  South-west, 
and  himself  repaired  to  Pittsburg.  In  September  he  renewed 
peace  with  tho  Delawares  and  tlie  Six  Nations.  Then,  with 
about  twelve  hundred  men,  among  whom  Avas  Daniel  Morgan, 
with  a  comi>any  from  the  valley  of  Virginia,  he  descended  tho 
Ohio,  and  proceeded  to  the  Shawnee  towns,  which  ho  found 
deserted. 

^  The  summons  from  Dunmorc,  borne  beyond   the  Blue 
Ridge,  roused  the  settlers  on  tho  Greenbrier,  the  New  river, 
and  the  ITolston.    The  Watauga  re])ublieans,  wlio  never  owned 
English  rule  and  never  required  English  protection,  heard  the 
cry  of  their  brethren  in  distress ;  and  a  company  of  nearly 
tifty  of  them,  under  the  command  of  Evan  Shelby,  with  James 
Robertson  and  Valentine  Sevier  as  sergeants,  marched  as  vol- 
unteers.    The  name  of  every  one  of  them  is  preserved  and 
cherished.     Leaving  home  in  August,  they  crossed  tho  New 
river,  and  joined  the  army  of  western  Virginia  at  Camp  Union, 
on  the  great  levels  of  Greenbrier.     From  that  place,  now  called 
Lewisburg,  to  the  mouth  of  the  Great  Kanawha,  the  distance 
is  about  one  hundred  and  sixty  miles.     At  that  time  there  was 
not  even  a  trace  over  the  rugged  mountains ;  but  the  young 
woodsmen  who  formed  tho  advance  party  moved  ex-peditiously 
with  their  pack-horses  and  droves  of  cattle  through  the  home 
of  the  wolf,  the  deer,  and  the  panther.     After  a  fortnight's 
struggle,  they  left  behind  ^hem  the  last  rocky  masses  of  the 
hill-tops;  and,  passing  between  the  gigantic  growth  of  primeval 
forests,  in  which  at  that  season  the  golden  hue  of  the  linden, 
the  sugar-tree,  and  the  hickory  contrasted  with  the  glistening 
green  of  the  laurel,  the  crimson  of  the  sumach,  and  the  shadows 
of  the  sombre  hemlock,  they  descended  to  the  widening  valley 
of  EUc  river.     Halting  only  to  build  canoes  and  receive  a  sec- 
ond party,  which  raised  their  force  to  nearly  eleven  hundred 
men,  they  descended  the  Kanawha,  and  on  the  sixth  of  Octo- 
ber encamped  on  Point  Pleasant,  near  its  Junction  with  the 
Ohio.     But  no  message  reached  them  from  Dunmore. 
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Of  all  the  western  Indians,  the  Shawnees  were  the  fiercest. 
They  made  a  boast  cf  having  killed  ten  times  as  many  of  Ihe 
Enghsh  as  any  other  tribe.     They  stole  through  the  forest 
with  Mingoes  and  Delawarcs,  to  attaek  tho  army  of  south- 
western Virginia.     At  daybreak,  on  the  tenth,  two  young  men, 
rambling  up  the  Ohio  in  search  of  deer,  fell  on  the  Indians, 
who  had  crossed  the  river  the  evening  before  and  were  pre- 
paring  for  battle.     One  of  the  two  was  instantly  shot  down ; 
the  other  bore  the  news  to  the  camp.    In  two  or  three  minutes 
after,  Robertson  and  Sevier,  of  Shelby's  company,  came  in  and 
confirmed  the  account.    Colonel  Andrew  Lewis,  who  had  the 
command,  instantly  ordered  out  two  divisions,  each  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  men;  the  Augusta  troops  under  his  brother 
Charles  Lewis,  the  Botetourt  troops  under  Fleming.     Just  uS 
the  sun  was  rising,  the  Indians  opened  a  heavy  fire  on  both  par- 
ties, wounding  Charles  Lewis  mortally.    Fleming  was  wounded 
thrice ;  and  the  Virginians  must  have  given  way  but  for  suc- 
cessive re-enforcements  from  the  camp,  where  Andrew  Lewis 
himself  lingered  to  the  end  of  the  action.     «  Be  strong,"  cried 
Cornstalk,  the  chief  of  the  red  men ;  and  he  animated  them 
by  his  example.     Till  the  hour  of  noon  the  combatants  fought 
from  behind  trees,  never  above  twenty  yards  apart,  often  within 
six,  and  soi  .etimes  near  enough  to  strike  with  the  tomahawk. 
At  length  the  Indians,  under  the  protection  of  the  close  under- 
wood and  fallen  trees,  retreated,  till  they  gained  an  advan- 
tageous line  extending  from  the  Ohio  to  the  Kanawha.     A 
desultory  fire  was  kept  up  on  both  sides  till  after  sunset,  when, 
under  the  favor  of  night,  the  savages  fled  across  the  river. 
Ihe  victory  cost  forty-nine  lives,  and  i.bout  eighty  men  were 
wounded. 

This  battle  was  the  most  bloody  and  best  contested  in  the 
annals  of  forest  warfare.  The  heroes  of  the  day  proved  them- 
selves worthy  to  found  states.  Among  them  were  Isaac  Shel- 
by, the  first  governor  of  Kentucky;  William  Campbell;  the 
brave  George  Matthews;  Fleming;  Andrew  Moore,  afterward 
a  senator  of  the  United  States ;  Evan  Shelby ;  Tames  Robert- 
son ;  Valentine  Sevier ;  and  Daniel  Morgan.  Their  praise  re- 
sounded not  in  the  backwoods  only,  but  through  all  Virginia. 

Soon  after  the  battle  a  re-enforcement  of  three  hundred 
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troops  arrived  from  Fincastle.  Following  orders  tardily  re- 
ceived from  Dunmore,  the  army,  leaving  a  gr.irison  at  Point 
Pleasant,  dashed  across  the  Ohio  to  defy  new  battles.  After 
a  march  of  eighty  miles  through  an  untrodden  wilderness,  on 
the  twenty-fourth  of  October  they  encamped  on  the  banks  of 
Congo  creek  in  Pickaway,  near  old  ChiUicothe.  The  dis- 
heartened Indians  threw  themselves  on  the  mercy  of  the  Eng- 
lish ;  and  at  Camp  Charlotte,  which  stood  on  the  left  bank  of 
Sippo  creek,  about  seven  miles  south-east  of  Circleville,  Dun- 
more  admitted  them  to  a  conference. 

Before  the  council  was  brought  to  a  close  the  Shawnees 
agieed  to  deliver  up  their  prisoners  without  reserve ;  to  restore 
all  horses  and  other  property  which  they  had  carried  off-  to 
hunt  no  more  o^-  rae  Kentucky  side  of  the  Ohio ;  to  molest  no 
boats  on  the  r     .r;  to  regulate  their  trade  by  the  king's  in- 
Etructions,  and  to  deliver  up  hostages.     Virginia  has  left  on 
record  her  judgment,  that  Dunmore's  conduct  in  tliis  campaign 
was  "truly  noble,  wise,  and  spirited."     The  results  inured 
exclusively  to  the  benefit  of  America.     The  Indians  desired 
peace;  the  rancor  of  the  white  people  changed  to  confidence. 
The  royal  governor  of  Virginia  and  the  Virginian  anny  in  the 
valley  of  the  Scioto  nullified  the  act  of  parliament  which  ex- 
tended the  province  of  Quebec  to  the  Ohio,  and  in  the  name 
of  the  king  of  Great  Britain  triumphantly  maii.uiined  for 
Virginia  the  western  and  northwestern  jurisdiction  which  she 
claimed  as  her  chartered  riglit. 

The  western  Virginians,  halting  at  Fort  Gower,  on  the  north 
of  the  Ohio,  on  the  fifth  of  November,  took  their  part  in  con- 
sidering the  grievances  of  their  country.  Thev  were  "  blessed 
with  the  talents"  to  bear  all  hardships  of  the" woods;  to  pass 
weeks  comfortably  without  bread  or  salt;  to  sleep  under  the 
open  sky ;  to  march  farther  in  a  day  than  any  men  in  the 
world;  and  to  use  the  rifle  with  a  precision  that  to  all  but 
themselves  was  a  miracle.  Professing  zeal  for  the  honor  of 
America,  and  especially  of  Virginia,  they  held  themselves 
bound  to  publish  their  sentiments;  they  j^roraised  continued 
aUegiance  to  the  king,  if  he  would  but  reign  over  them  as 
"a  brave  and  free  people."  "But,"  said  they,  "as  attach- 
ment to  the  real  interests  and  just  rights  of  America  outweigh 
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every  otlier  consideration,  we  resolve  tliat  we  will  exert  everv 
power  within  us  for  the  defence  of  American  liberty,  when 
regularly  called  forth  by  the  unanimous  voice  of  our  countrv- 
men."  '^ 

On  the  ninth,  the  general  committee  of  South  Carolina  sum- 
moned a  convention  of  the  inhabitants  of  their  colony  by  repre- 
sentation.    I.  the  apportionment  of  representatives,  Charles- 
ton, on  the  proposal  of  Charles   Pinckney,  obtained  thirty 
keeping  up  the  inequality  which  began  in  the  committee:  at 
the  desire  of  "the  country  gentleuien,"  six  were  allowed  to 
each  of  mneteen  parishes,  which  lay  along  the  sea  and  in  the 
lowlands ;  while  all  the  upland  territory  was  divided  into  four 
very  large  distncts,  to  each  of  which  ten  only  were  conceded. 
Ihis  IS  the  origm  of  the  unequal  distribution  of  political  power 
which  long  prevailed  in  South  CaroKna;  of  one  hundred  and 
mghty-four  representatives,  the  low  country  elected  all  but 

On  the  twenty-first,  the  Maryland  convention  was  reassem- 
bled,  and  unanimously  approved  the  proceedings  of  congress 
It  most  earnestly  recommended  that  all  former  dilferences 
about  religion  or  politics,  the  feuds  of  so  many  generations 
between  Catholics  and  Protestants,  between  the  friends  and 
the  foes  of  the  proprietary  government,  be  forever  buried  in 
obhvion;  It  conjured  every  man,  by  his  duty  to  God,  his  coun- 
try  and  lu^  posterity,  to  unite  in  defence  of  their  common 
rights  and  liberties ;  and  it  promised,  to  the  utmost  of  its  power 
to  support  Massachuset^i  against  the  attempt  to  carry  the  late 
act  ol  pariiament  into  execution  by  force. 
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CHAPTER  YI. 

THE  roUETEEXTH   P.UiLIAMENT   OF   GKEAT  BEITArN". 

October  1774-Januaey  20,  1775. 

"  It  is  the  united  voice  of  America  to  presoi"/e  their  free- 
dom, or  lose  their  lives  in  defence  of  it.     Their  resolutions  are 
not  the  effect  of  inconsiderate  rashness,  but  the  sound  result  of 
sober  inquiry  and  deliberation.     The  true  spirit  of  libei-fj  was 
never  so  universally  diffused  through  all  ranks  and  orders  of 
people  in  any  country  on  the  face  of  the  earth  as  it  now  is 
througli  all  North  America.     If  the  late  acts  of  parliament 
are  not  to  bo  repealed,  the  wisest  step  for  both  countries  is  to 
separate,  and  not  to  spend  their  blood  and  treasure  in  destroy- 
ing each  other.     It  is  barely  possible  tliat  Great  Britain  may 
depopulate  North  America ;  she  never  can  conquer  the  inhabi- 
tants."    So  wrote  Joseph  Warren,  and  his  words  were  the 
mirror  of  the  passions  of  his  countrpien.     But  the  king  never 
once  harbored  the  thought  of  concession,  and  "left  the^choice 
of  war  or  peace  "_  to  depend  on  the  obedience  of  Massachusetts. 
At  the  elections  to  parliament  the  question  \vas  repre-l 
sented  as  though  Massachusetts  refused  to  pay  a  very  moderate! 
indemnity  for  property  destroyed  by  a  mob,  and  resisted  an! 
evident  improvement  in  its  administrative  system  from  a  de- 1 
liberate  conspiracy  with  other  colonies  to  dissolve  the  connec-  j 
tion  with  tlie  mother  country.     Many  of  the  members  who 
were  purchasing  seats  expected  to  reimburse  themselves  by 
selling  their  votes  to  the  government.  ' 

Lurd  Varney,  who  had  hitherto  gratuitously  brouo-ht  Ed- 
mund Burke  into  pai-liainent,  had  fallen  into  debt,  and  sold 
.  1.  f^j.  ^j^g  j^^g^  ^^  ^^^jj  ^^^^      Burke 
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with  Wilkes  for  support  at  Westminster;  "  the  great  patriot" 
preferred  Lord  Mahon ;  but  the  borough  elected  tories.    Burke 
fell  into  melancholy,  and  thought  of  renouncing  public  life 
for  which  he  ovv-ned  himself  unfit.     There  seemed  for  him  no 
Avaj  into  the  house  of  commons  except  through  a  rotten  bor- 
ough belonging  to  Rockingham.      This  was  his  best  hope, 
when,  on  the  eleventh  of  October,  he  was  invited  to  become 
a  candidate  at  Bristol  against  Viscount  Clare,  who,  in  the  de- 
bates on  the  stamp  act,  had  stickled  for  "the  pepper-corn" 
from  America.      He  hastened  to  the  contest  with  alacrity, 
avowing  for  his  principle  the  reconciliation  of  British  supe- 
riority with  American  liberty;  and,  after  a  struggle  of  three 
weeks,  he  and  Henry  Cruger  of  Ne^r  York  were  chosen  to 
represent  the  great  trading  city  of  western  England. 

Bristol  was  almost  the  only  place  which  ehano-ed  its  repre- 
sentation to  the  advantage  of  America.  Wilkes  was  success- 
ful m  the  county  of  Middlesex,  and,  after  a  ton  years'  struo-o-le 
with  the  king,  took  his  seat  without  opposition.  °^ 

William  Howe  was  the  candidate  for  Nottingham.     To 
the  questions  of  that  liberal  constituency  he  answered  that  the 
mmistryhad  pushed  matters  too  far;  that  the  whole  British 
anny  would  not  be  sufficient  to  conquer  America;  that  if 
offered  a  command  there,  he  would  refuse  it;   and  that  he 
would  vote  for  the  repeal  of  the  four  penal  acts  of  parliament. 
The    elections  were   over,   when,   on    the  eighteenth  of 
^ovember,  letters  of  the  preceding  September,  received  from 
(xage,  announced  that  the  act  of  parliament  for  reo-ulatin-  the 
government  of  Massachusetts  could  be  carried  into  effect'only 
after  the  conquest  of  all  the  New  England  colonics;  that  the 
provmce  had  warm  friends  throughout  the  continent;    that 
the  people  in  Carolina  were  "as  mad"  as  in  Boston;  that  the 
country  people  in  Massachusetts,   Connecticut,   and   Rhode 
Island  were  exercising  in  arms  and  forming  magazines  of  am- 
munition and  such  artillery,  good  and  bad,  as  they  could  pro- 
cure ;  that  the  civil  officers  of  the  British  government  hacl  no 
asylum  but  Boston.     In  a  private  letter.  Gage  proposed  that 
the  obnoxious  acts  should  be  suspended.     In  an  official  paper 
he  hin  ed  that  it  would  be  well  to  cut  the  colonies  adrift,  and 
leave  them  to  anarchy  and  repentance;  they  had  grown  opu- 
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lent  through  Britain,  and,  wero  they  cast  off  and  dcchared 
ahcns,  they  must  become  a  needy  people.  The  king  lieard 
these  suggestions  with  scorn,  and  said  to  North :  "  The  New 
England  governments  are  now  in  a  state  of  rebellion ;  blows 
must  decide  whether  they  are  to  bo  subject  to  this  country  or 
to  bo  independent."  Franklin  warned  his  nearest  friends  that 
there  was  no  safety  for  America  but  in  total  emancipation. 

The  fourteenth  parliament  was  opened  on  the  last  day  of 
November.     Tlie  speech  from  the  throne  fixed  attention  on 
the  disobedience   in  Massachusetts.     In  the  house  of  lords, 
Hillsborough  moved  an  address,  expressing  abhorrence  of  the 
principles  of  that  province.     After  a  long  and  vehement  de- 
bate, his  motion  prevailed  by  a  vote  of  about  live  to  one     But 
Eockingham,  Shelburne,  Camden,  Stanhope,   and   five  other 
peers,  entered  a  protest  against  "  the  inconsiderate  temerity 
which  might  precipitate  tlie  country  into  a  civil  war  "     "  The 
king's  speech,"  wrote  Gamier  to  Vergennes,  "will  complete 
the  alienation  of  the  colonics.    Every  day  makes  conciliation 
more  difficult  and  more  needed." 

On  the  fifth  of  December  the  new  house  of  commons  de- 
bated the  same  subject.  Fox,  Burke,  and  others  spoke  warmly. 
The  results  of  the  congress  had  not  arrived ;  Lord  North  could 
therefore  say  that  America  had  as  yet  offered  no  terms ;  at  the 
same  time  he  avoided  the  irrevocable  word  rebellion.  Some 
called  the  Americans  cowards ;  some  questioned  their  being  in 
earnest ;  Barr6  declared  the  scheme  of  subduing  them  "  wild 
and  imprac'-  .ble;"  the  minister  was  sustained  by  a  very 
great  majority. 

To  escape  impending  difficulties.  Lord  North  wished  to 
send  out  commissioners  of  inquiry ;  but  the  king  would  not 
listen  to  it. 

Friends  of  Franklin  were  next  employed  to  ascertain  the 
extent  of  his  demands  for  America;  and  he  wrote  "hints  on 
the  terras  that  might  produce  a  durable  union  between  Great 
Britain  and  the  colonies."  Assuming  that  the  tea  duty  act 
would  be  repealed,  ho  offered  payment  for  the  tea  that  had 
been  destroyed,  support  of  the  peace  establishment  and  gov- 
ernment, liberal  aids  in  time  of  war  on  requisition  by  the  king 
and  parliament,  and,  if  Britain  would  give  up  its  monopoly  of 
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American  commerce,  a  continuance  of  the  same  aids  in  time  of 
peace.     On  the  other  hand,  he  asked  the  repeal  of  the  Quebec 
act,  and  msisted  on  the  repeal  of  the  acts  regiilatinc.  the  o-ov- 
ernment  and  changing  the  laws  of  Massachusetts.     "  The^ld 
colonies,'' it  was  objected,  "have  nothing  to  do  with  the  af- 
fairs of  Canada."     "  We  assisted  in  its  conquest,"  said  Frant 
Im;     loving  liberty  ourselves,  we  wish  to  have  no  foundation 
for  future  slavery  laid  in  America."    "  The  Massachusetts  act," 
It  was  urged,  "  is  an  improvement  of  that  government  "    "  The 
pretended  amendments  are  real  mischiefs,"  answered  Franklin  • 
but,  were  it  not  so,  charters  are  compacts  between  two  par- 
ties, the  king  and  the  people,  not  to  be  altered  even  for  the 
better  but  by  the  consent  of  both.    The  parliament's  claim  and 
exercise  of  a  power  to  alter  charters  which  had  been  always 
held  mviolable,  and  to  alter  laws  of  the  colonial  legislatures 
which,  having  received  the  royal  approbation,  had  been  deemed 
fixed  and  unchangeable  but  by  the  powers  that  made  them 
have  rendered  all  our  constitutions  uncertain.     As  by  claiming 
a  nght  to  tax  at  will,  you  deprive  us  of  all  property,  so,  by  this 
claim  of  altermg  our  laws  at  will,  you  deprive  us  of  all  privi- 
lege and  right  but  what  we  hold  at  your  pleasure.     We  must 
risk  life  and  everything  rather  than  submit  to  this  " 

The  words  of  Franklin  were  in  harmony  with  the  true 
voice  of  England      "Were  I  an  American,"  said  Camden  in 

r  T°  ;,    7"^''  "^  ^""^^  ''''''  *^  '^^  l=^«t  drop  of  my 
blood.       Still  the  annual  estimates  indicated  no  fear  of  the 
mterrupt.on  of  ^  peace.     The  land-tax  was  continued  at  but 
three  shillings  in  the  pound;  no  vote  of  credit  was  required; 
the  army  was  neither  increased  nor  reformed;  and  the  naval 
force  was  reduced  by  four  thousand  seamen.     «  How  is  it  pos- 
sible,   asked  the  partisans  of  authority,  "that  a  people  ^v^th- 
out  arms,  ammunition,  money,  or  navy,  should  dare  to  brave 
the  foremost  among  all  the  powers  on  earth  ? "    "I  know  "  said 
Sandwich,  now  at  the  head  of  the  admiralty,  "  the  low  cstlblish- 
men  proposed  will  be  fully  sufficient  for  reducing  the  colon  es 
to  obedience.     Americans  are  neither  disciplined  nor  capable 
thefr Ti  TJ.  their  numbers  will  only  add  to  the  facility  of 
ow  rd  ct^        "'  ''  "''^  *'^  '''''  "^'^  -*^  j-t«  -  their 
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^    TliG  congress  of  MassacLusetta,  though  destitute  of  muni- 
tions of  war,  armed  vessels,  militaiy  stores,  and  money,  had 
conhdeneo  that  a  small  people,  resolute  in  its  convictions,  out- 
weighs au  empu-e.     On  the  return  of  Samuel  Adams,  they 
adopted  all  the  recommendations  of  the  continental  congress. 
They  estabhshed  a  secret  correspondence  with  Canada.     They 
entreated  the  ministers  of  the  gospel  in  their  colony  "to  assist 
in  avoiding  that  dreadful  slavery  with  which  aU  were  now 
threatened."     "  You,"  said  they  to  its  people,  "are  placed  by 
1  rovidcnce  in  the  post  of  honor,  because  it  is  tbe  post  of  dan- 
ger; while  struggling  for  the  noblest  objects,  let  nothing  un- 
becommg  our  character  as  Americans,  as  citizens,  and  Chris- 
tians, be  justly  chargeable  to  us.    Whoever  considers  the  num- 
ber of  brave  men  inhabiting  North  America  will  know  that  a 
general  attention  to  military  disciphne  must  so  establish  their 
rights  and  liberties  as,  under  God,  to  render  it  impossible  to 
destroy  them.     J3iit  we  apprise  you  of  your  danger,  which  ap- 
pears to  us  imminently  great."     With  such  words  they  ad- 
journed, to  keep  the  annual  Thanksgiving  which  they  them- 
selves had  appomted,   finding  occasion  in  their  distress   to 
rejoice  at  "the  smiles  of  Divine  ProvicL  uce  on  the  union  in 
their  own  province  and  throughout  the  continent." 

As  British  ships  of  the  line  successively  arrived,  they 
brought  for  the  land  service  no  more  than  six  hundred  re- 
cruits, which  only  made  good  the  losses  by  sickness  and  deser- 
tion; so  that  Gage  had  scarcely  three  thousand  effective  men. 
Before  the  middle  of  December  it  became  known  that  the 
lang  m  council  had  forbidden  the  export  of  arms  to  America; 
at  once  men  from  Providence  removed  more  than  forty  pieces 
of  cannon  from  the  colony's  works  near  :N-ewport;  and  the 
assembly  and  merchants  of  Ehodc  Island  took  measures  to 
import  military  stores. 

At  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire,  on  the  fourteenth  of 
December,  just  after  letters  were  received  from  Boston,  mem- 
bers of  the  town  committee,  with  other  Sons  of  Liberty,  pre- 
ceded by  a  drum  and  fife,  paraded  the  streets  till  their  number 
grew  to  four  hundred,  when  they  made  their  way  in  scows  and 
gondolas"  to  the  fort  at  the  entrance  of  the  harbor,  over- 
powered the  few  invalids  who  formed  its  garrison,  and  carried 
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Off  upward  of  one  hundred  barrels  of  powder  that  belonged 
to  the  province.  The  next  day  John  Sullivan  led  a  party"  to 
dismantle  the  fort  fro.n  whieh  they  brought  away  all  the  small 
arms,  a  quantity  of  shot,  and  sixteen  light  pieces  of  artillery 

In  Massachusetts  three  hundred  thousand  people  continued 
their  usual  avocations  without  a  legislature  or  executive  officers 
without  sherife,  judges,  or  justices  of  the  peace.     As  the  su! 
pervision  of  government  disappeared,  eacl;  man  seemed  more 
and  more  a  law  to  himself,  and  order  prevailed  in  a  province 
where  there  existed  no  administration  but  by  committees,  no 
nuhtary  officers  but  those  chosen  by  the  militia.     Yet  never 
were  legal  magistrates  obeyed  with  more  alacrity.     The  select 
men  continued  their  usual  functions;  the  zeal  of  the  churches 
increased  m  fervor.     From  the  sermons  of  memorable  divines 
who_  were  gone  to  a  heavenly  country,  leaving  their  names 

01  faithfu    testimonies  to  the  cause  of  God  and  his  New  Eno- 
land  people  was  circulated  by  the  press,  that  the  hearts  of  the 
nsmg  generation  might  know  what  had  been  the  great  end  of 
the  plantations,  and  count  it  their  duty  and  their  glory  to  con- 
tinue in  those  right  ways  of  the  Lord  wherein  Their  fathers 
walked  before  them.     Their  successors  in  the  ministry,  all 
pupi  s  of  Harvard  or  Yale,  true  mmisters  to  the  people,  un- 
equalled m  metaphysical  acuteness  and  famiUarity  with  the 
principles  of  political  freedom,  were  heard  as  of  old  with  rev- 
erence by  their  congregations  in  their  meeting-houses  on  every 
J^ord  s  day,  and  on  special  occasions  of  fasts,  thanksgivinffs 
lectures,  and  mihtary  musters.     Elijah's  mantle  being  caught 
up  was  a  happy  token  that  the  Lord  would  be  with  Siis  gen- 
eration, as  he  had  been  with  their  fathers.     Their  exhaustless 
armoi^y  w^s  the  Bible,  whose  scriptures  furnished  sharp  woil 
to  point  their  appeals,  apt  examples  of  resistance,  prophetic 
denunciations  of  the  enemies  of  God's  people,  and  promises  of 
tJie  divme  blessing  on  the  defenders  of  his  law 

But  what  most  animated  the  country  was  the  magnanimity 
of  Boston;  "suffenng  amazing  loss,  but  determined  to  endure 
poverty  and  death,  rather  than  betray  America  and  posterity." 
Is  peop  e,  under  the  eyes  of  the  general,  disregarding  his  army, 
his  proclamations,  and  the  British  statute  against  town-m cc^ 
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ings,  caiiio  together  according  to  their  ancient  forms,  and, 
witli  bamuel  Adams  as  moderator,  elected  delegates  to  the  next 
provmcial  congress  of  Massachusetts. 

When  the  proceedings  of  congress  reached  England,  their 
hrmness,  moderation,  and  unanimity  took  the  ministry  by  sur- 
prise  Franklin  invited  the  colonial  agents  to  unite  in  present- 
ing  the  petition  of  congress,  but  he  was  joined  only  by  those 
for  Massachusetts.  Dartmouth  received  it  courteously  and 
laid  It  before  the  king,  who  promised  that  it  should  be  'com- 
municated  to  parliament. 

British  industry  in  that  age  made  every  able-bodied  man  of 
so  much  value  that  considerable  enhstments  at  home  were  out 
of  the  question ;  rank  in  the  army  was  bestowed  by  favor  or 
sold,  so  that  even  boys  at  school  held  commissions :  and  not 
one  general  officer  of  that  day  had  gained  a  great  name.    Aris- 
tocratic selhshness  had  unfitted  England  for  war,  unless  under 
a  minister  who  could  inspirit  the  nation.     Barrington,  the  mili- 
tary  scci-ctary,  pressed  upon  the  government  the  result  of  his 
observations:  "The  contest  will  cost  more  than  we  can  gain. 
We  have  not  strength  to  levy  internal  taxes  on  America ;  many 
among  ourselves  doubt  their  equity;  all  the  troops  in  North 
America  are  not  enough  to  subdue  the  Massachusetts ;   the 
most  successful  conquest  must  produce  the  horrors  of  civil  war 
iill  the  factious  chiefs  can  be  secured,  judicial  proceedings 
would  confer  the  palm  of  martyrdom  withoat  the  pain ; »  and 
he  urged  an  immediate  withdrawal  of  the  troops,  the  "aban- 
donment of  all  ideas  of  internal  taxation,"  and  such  "conces- 
sions    as  could  be  made  "  with  dignity." 

Lord  North  was  ready  to  negotiate  with  the  Americans  for 
the  right  to  tax  themselves.  Franklin  appeared  to  be  the  great 
agent  of  the  continent;  and,  as  it  was  still  thought  that  his 
secret  instructions  might  authorize  him  to  mod.fy  the  condi- 
tions of  conciliation.  Lord  Howe  undertook  to  ascertain  the 
extent  of  his  powers. 

The  name  of  Howe  was  dear  to  Americans.  The  elder 
Lord  Howe  had  fallen  near  Lake  George,  as  their  companion 
m  arms  ;  and  Massachusetts  had  raised  to  him  a  monument  in 
Westminster  Abbey.  His  brother,  William  Howe,  who  had 
served  with  Americans  in  America,  was  selected  as  the  new 
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comraandcr-iu.<,hief ;  md  hi,  oldest  sunirin.  brother 
now  Lord  Howe,  w^  to  bo  employod  aa  the  pacificator  ' 

,  "  J.0  man  "  ™d  Lord  Howe  to  Franklin  at  their  fimt  inter 
View  on  Ch„stma..day  evening,  1774,  "can  do  mo™  Lw^ 
reconcdmg  our  differences  than  you  I  haveT^  r  T^ 
rcganl  for  New  England,  which  bJo™  an  endeari.r;^:;^ 

be  a  means  of  bnngmg  on  a  good  nnderstandin-  "  At  thl 
nnexpec  ed  prospect  of  restoring  harmony,  tea,,  rf  joy  wt 
Fran  Ins  chcel«  He  had  remained  in  London  at  thTpTri 
of  us  hbcrty,  perhaps  of  his  life,  to  promote  reconoilMon 
In'  -"Oor  and  fidelity  ho  explained  the  meas„«s  by  wS 
alone  tranqmllity  could  ho  restored ;  and  thev  in^l„L!l  .r 
i^pealof  the™gulatingactf„rMassa;h"^  '''  *"' 

and  Nort  Tut^wf  "',,"'"";'  "'  ''"'  '■'*^™^-  '»  Dartmouth 
of '  oltlonl  S  strrerairt  ^0^  Tl  '"^ 
to  ag.e  with  its  leading  peoplo^^on^lTmrsIf ^or;! 
ng  aU  differences.    Every  prospect  of  preferment  w  as  oZed 
to  Fnmklm  if  he  would  take  part  in  such  a  comm  ss  on     ?; 
reply  he  frankly  pointed  out,  as  the  only  bairforTe^^lM 
nmon,  the  repeal  of  the  acts'complained  ^HL  ^lyaf  rf 
the  fleet  and  the  troops  from  Boston ;  and  a  vd^tar^eai  of ' 
some  oppre^n-e  measures  which  the  colonists  had  Zrf  ove! 
n  silence;  leaving  the  questions  which  related  tH^  Z 
eral  commerce,  and  rcBai-atinn  fn  ti,„  t„j-  '  ^ 

ranged  with  the  next  ^  cong^t     ''"  ~"''"'^''  '"  "^^  ''^• 

DecImlrcSl;!^-'"  ""  "'"'  "'  ^''^''''  ^'  *--  ---n  in 

Americans^  t  h"<,f  ;?e  EnTr  "  *•"  *'"^  °*  ^^ 
hrm^  ^*       •      7     "enents  ot  tlie  Lnghsli  constitution  as  the- 

Sgrerv^dtTl  •'''■"  r"  ^"'^'"'  •^"'tl'-pe'tilt 

eommons:rdt''^i;^':Ser"""""""^*^  *°  '"^  "^"^  °^' 

"  It  IS  plain  enough,"  so  reasoned  Yemennes  « tl,p  U^      r 

To?,v.-,      '"  ""'^"'  "'"■"  '^'^'»"«'.  the  English, 
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support  of  the  Corsicana  was  cited  as  a  precedent  to  the 
French  enibaspy  at  London,  and  brought  before  the  cabinet  at 
Versailles.  To  Louis  XVL,  Yergcnnes  in  the  same  month 
explained  that  the  proceedings  of  tlio  continental  congress  con- 
tained the  germ  of  a  rebellion;  that,  while  the  Americans 
really  desired  a  reconciliation  with  the  mother  country,  the  min- 
istry, from  their  indifference,  would  prevent  its  taking  place ; 
that  Lord  North  was  disconcerted  by  the  unanimity  and  vigor 
of  the  colonies ,  nnd  that  Franco  had  nothing  to  fear  but  the 
return  of  Chatham  to  power. 

The  interests  of  Britain  required  Chatham's  return ;  for  ho 
thoroughly  understood  alike  the  policy  of  the  French,  and  the 
disposition  of  the  colonies.  In  liis  interview  with  Americans, 
he  said,  without  reserve  :  "  America,  under  all  her  oppressions 
and  provocations,  holds  out  to  us  the  most  fair  and  just  open- 
ing for  restoring  harmony  and  affectionate  intercourse."  No 
public  body  ever  gained  so  full  and  unanimous  a  recognition 
-of  its  integrity  and  its  wisdom  as  the  general  congress  of  1774. 
Its  policy  spnmg  so  necessarily  out  of  the  relations  of  free 
countries  to  their  colonies,  that  within  a  few  years  it  was 
adopted  by  all  British  statesmen,  and  for  three  quarters  of  a 
century  regulateo  the  colonial  administration  of  every  succes- 
sive ministry,  till  i;  finally  gave  way  to  a  system  of  navigation 
even  far  more  libe:  al  than  the  American  congress  had  ven- 
tured to  propopj. 

The  day  after  Franklin's  first  conversation  with  Lord  Howe, 
•Chatham  received  him  at  Hayes.  "The  congress,"  said  he, 
"  is  the  most  honorable  assembly  of  statesmen  since  those  of  the 
ancient  Greeks  and  Eomans  in  tlie  most  virtuous  times."  He 
thought  the  petition  to  the  king  "  decent,  manly,  and  properly 
expressed."  He  questioned  the  assertion  that  the  keei)ing  up 
an  army  in  the  colonies  in  time  of  peace  required  their  con- 
sent ;  with  that  exception,  he  admired  and  honored  the  whole 
of  the  proceedings.  "  The  army  at  Boston,"  said  Franklin, 
"  cannot  answer  any  good  purpose,  and  may  be  infinitely  mis- 
cliievous.  No  accommodation  can  be  properly  entered  into  by 
the  Americans  while  the  bayonet  is  at  their  breasts.  To  have 
an  agreement  binding,  all  force  should  be  withdrawn."  The 
words  sank  deeply  into  the  mind  of  Chatham,  and  he  prom- 
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isod  hi,  utmost  efforts  to  the  Amori.an  oau.o,  03  the  laat  l.opo 
of  hberty  for  L„g|a„d.     "  I  shall  bo  well  p^parej,"  sdd  ho 
to  moot    ho  muHstry  „„  the  subject,  for  I  thiuk  oi  noUui^ 
else  both  night  and  day."  i^utamg 

polJv  rllnM  "™7  ^T''  "^  "'°  "l'''"^'''™  '"  °-'  lino  of 
«m  wlugs      Ibat  party  had  ouly  two  frienda  who  spoko  in 
the  house  of  lords,  and  in  the  house  of  comu.ons  was  n^ouTder 
mgaway.    And  yet  Eoekiughani  was  hupraeticablo.    "lool 
baek,"  he  sauI,  "with  very  real  satisfaction  and  content  on  the 
hno  wh,ch  I   n,deed,  e.nphaticaJIy  I,  took  in  the  year  17«0  • 
the  stamp  act  wis  repealed,  and  the  doubt  of  the  right  of  this 
country  was  fairly  faced  and  resisted."     Burke  beUeved  tha 
to  Ameneans  would  not  preserve  their  unanimity,  aTid   ha 
tl.e  controversy  would  derive  its  chief  important:^  f  1    fa 
aspect  on  parties  in  England.    Ho  was  still  Ldly "uppo    in„ 
«eomn,poteneeof  parhameat  over  the  colonies.'andTrS 
Chatham  as  the  best  bower  anchor  of  the  ministr^ 

nnlv  b    T'"  V  """f  """  ^'"^  ^'■^  '""'''  '">'>  <=™U  ^  averted 
only  by  lumtmg  the  assertion  by  parliament  of  its  absotoo 

power  m  all  eases  whatever.  To  further  th.at  end  the  a^ed 
statesman  paid  a  visit  .0  Rockingham.  At  its  op™  t  S 
ham's  couutcnance  beamed  with  cordiality;  but  Eockfagham 
perversely  msisted  on  maintaining  the  decllratory  act.  "  Z 
Ameneans  have  not  called  for  its  repeal,"  was  his  replv  to  all 
objections;  and  ho  never  could  be  rnado  to  com^rSeK 
congress  had  restrained  itself  only  from  a  reluctance  to  em 
barrass  liim  and  his  frlon.la      ti  •  •     "'^,'^"^^  ^^  ^m- 

became  helpir  °  "''P"'"'""'  ""'=  •^^'^^^' 

Norfl!''!  ""^'"f  ^  °*  "'"  ™''""*'  "'«"^'"'  of  respecting  Lord 

0  mterdic   all  commerce  wath  the  Americans,  to  protect  the 
loyal,  and  to  declare  all  others  traitors  and  rebds 

At  the  meeting  of  parliament  after  the  holid^v^    T„  j 

North  Dreaentod  mtier- ril,*;-,    *     ,        •  ™''  """lays.  Lord 

,  a  P-Toraieiatmg  to  America.    They  reminded 
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Chatliom  of  tho  •et.itcsinan  who  said  to  his  son:  "Sec  with 
how  littlo  wisdoiTi  this  world  of  oura  is  governed;"  and  ho 
pictured  to  liiinself  Ximcnes  and  Cortes  in  the  shades  discuss- 
ing tlio  merits  of  the  ministers  of  England. 

Tho  twentieth  of  January  1Y75  was  the  first  day  of  tho 
session  in  tho  liouso  of  lords.     It  is  not  probable  that  even 
ono  of  tho  peers  had  heard  of  tho  settlements  beyond  tho 
Allcghanies,  where  tho  Watauga  and  the  forks  of  Ilolston  flow 
to  tho  Tennessee.     Yet,  on  tho  same  day,  tho  lords  of  that 
region,  most  of  them  Presbyterians  of  Scottish-Irish  descent, 
met  in  council  near  Abingdon.     Their  united  congregations, 
having  suffered  from  sabbaths  too  much  profaned,  or  wasted 
in  melancholy  silence  at  home,  had  called  Charles  Cummings 
to  tho  pastoral  charge  of  their  precious  and  immortal  souls. 
Tho  men  never  went  to  public  worship  without  being  armed, 
or  without  their  families.     Their  minister,  on  sabbath  morn- 
ing, would  ride  to  the  service  armed  with  shot-pouch  and  rifle. 
Their  meeting-houso  was  a  large  cabin  of  unhe\vn  logs ;  and, 
when  about  twice  in  the  year  tho  bread  and  cup  were  distrib- 
uted, the  table  was  spread  outside  of  the  church  in  tho  neigh- 
boring grove.     The  news  from  congress  reached  them  slowly ; 
but,  on  receiving  an  account  of  what  had  been  done,  they 
assembled  in  convention,  and  the  sinrit  of  freedom  swept 
through  their  minds  as  naturally  as  the  ceaseless  forest  wind 
sways  the  firs  on  the  sides  of  tho  Black  Mountains.     They  ad- 
hered unanimously  to  the  association  of  congress,  and  named 
as  their  committee  Charies  Cummings  their  minister,  Preston, 
Christian,  Arthur  Campbell,  John  Campbell,  Evan  Shelby, 
and  others.     Adopting  the  delegates  of  Virginia  as  their  rep- 
resentatives, they  addressed  them  as  men  whose  conau.'  .VG;,ld 
immortalize  them  in  its  annals.     "We  explored"    u-i  th  y, 
"  our  uncultivated  wilderness,  bordering  on  many  nations  of 
savages,  and  surrounded  by  mountains  almost  inaccessible  to 
any  but  these  savages ;  but  even  to  these  remote  regions  tho 
hand  of  power  hath  pursued  us,  to  strip  us  of  that  liberty  and 
property  with  which  God,  nature,  and  the  rights  of  humanity 
have  vesLiH :  r.s.    We  are  willing  to  contribute  all  in  our  power, 
if  applied  to  constitutionally,  but  cannot  think  of  submitting 
our  liberty  or  property  to  a  venal  British  parliament  or  a  cor- 
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rupt  ministry.     Wo  are  deliberately  and  resolutely  detcnnined 
never  to  surrender  any  of  our  inostimabl..  privileges  to  Iv 
power  upon  earth  but  at  the  expense  of  our  lives.     TJieseTre 
our  real  though  unpolished  sentiments  of  liberty  and  loyaltv 
and  in  them  wo  are  resolved  to  live  and  die." 

While  they  wero  publishing  the  declaration  which  thev 
were  sure  to  make  good,  Chatham  was  attempting  to  rouse  the 
mm-try  ronUts  indifference.  By  a  special  appointn^rt  he 
met  irankhn  m  the  lobby  of  the  house  of  lords/and  saying  t^ 
linn,  Your  presence  at  this  day's  debate  will  be  of  more  ser- 
vice to  America  than  mine,"  he  walked  with  him  arm  in  arm 
and  placed  him  conspicuously  below  the  bar  ' 

Chatham,  after  inve.ghmg  against  the  dilatoriness  of  the  com- 
munication  moved  to  address  the  king  for  "immediate  orders 
to  remove  the  forces  from  the  town  of  Boston  .  soon  as  po" 

"%  lords!"    he  continued,  "the  way  must  be  imme- 

lately  opened  for  reconciliation;  an  hour  now  lost  may  pTo- 

duce  yeai^  of  calamity.     This  measure  of  recalling  the  troops 

from  Boston  18  preparatory  to  the  restoration  of  your  pel 

and  the  establishment  of  your  prosperity.  ^ 

"  Resistance  to  your  acts  was  necessary  as  it  was  just ;  and 
your  yam  declarations  of  the  omnipotence  of  parliament  and 
^our  imperious  doctrines  of  the  necessity  of  submission  will 
be  found  equally  impotent  to  convince  or  enslave  your  fJllow- 
subjects  m  America,  who  feel  that  tyranny,  whether  ambi- 
the  W^r  '  1  !f  f  r'  "^  '^'  l^g^^lature,"  so  he  described 
^^IrZH^^''-'  ''-''  -«^^-  ^^'  ^«  ^^^'^^y  ^ntoler- 

r,r.I-^^'  "?r'  ""^  enforcing  this  thraldom  are  as  weak  in 
practice  as  they  are  unjust  in  principle.  General  Gage  and 
the  troops  under  his  command  are  penned  up,  pining  in  inglo- 
nous  mac^^ivity.  They  ai-e  an  army  of  ini^otencf ;  and,  to 
t^ttn  '\''\'^-''  '-  «-  d-grace,  they  a.e'^an  army  of  irri' 
tation.  But  this  tameness,  however  contemptible,  cannot  be 
censured;  for  the  first  drop  of  blood  shed  in  cfw    and  u„- 

not  heal.     Their  force  would  be  most  disproportionately  ex 
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erted  against  a  brave,  generous,  and  united  people  willi  arms 
in  their  hands  and  courage  in  their  hearts :  three  millions  of 
people,  the  genuine  descendants  of  a  valiant  and  pious  ances- 
try, driven  to  those  deserts  by  the  narrow  maxims  of  a  super- 
stitious tyranny.  And  is  the  spirit  of  persecution  never  to 
be  appeased  ?  Are  the  brave  sons  of  those  brave  forefathers 
to  inherit  their  suilerings,  as  they  have  inherited  their  virtues  ? 
They  have  been  condemned  unheard.  The  indiscriminate 
hand  of  vengeance  has  lumped  together  innocent  and  guilty  ; 
with  all  the  formalities  of  hostility,  has  blocked  up  the  town 
of  Boston,  and  reduced  to  beggary  and  famine  thirty  thousand 
inhabitants. 

"  But  his  majesty  is  advised  that  the  union  in  America  can- 
not last !  I  pronounce  it  a  union,  solid,  permanent,  and  effec- 
tual. Its  real  stamina  are  the  cultivators  of  the  land ;  in  their 
simplicity  of  life  is  found  the  integrity  and  courage  of  free- 
do:  n.  These  tnie  sons  of  the  earth  are  invincible.  What 
though  you  march  from  town  to  town  and  from  province  to 
province !  How  shall  you  be  able  to  secure  the  obedience  of 
the  country  you  leave  behind  you  in  your  progress  to  grasp 
the  dominion  of  eighteen  hundred  miles  of  continent  ? 

"  The  spirit  which  noAV  resists  your  taxation  in  America  is 
the  same  wliich  formerly  opposed  loans,  benevolences,  and 
ship-money  in  England  ;  the  same  which,  by  the  l)ill  of  rights, 
vindicated  the  English  constitution;  the  same  which  estab- 
lished the  essential  maxim  of  your  liberties,  that  no  subject  of 
England  shall  be  taxed  but  by  his  own  consent.  This  glorious 
spirit  of  whiggism  animates  three  millions  in  America,  aided 
by  every  whig  in  England,  to  the  amount,  I  hope,  of  double 
the  American  numbers.     Ireland  they  have  to  a  man. 

"  Let  this  distinction  then  remain  forever  ascertained :  tax- 
ation is  theirs,  commercial  regulation  is  ours.  They  say  you 
have  no  right  to  tax  them  without  their  consent;  they  say 
tmly,  I  recognise  to  the  Americans  their  supreme,  unalien- 
able right  in  their  property,  a  right  which  they  are  justified  in 
the  defence  of  to  the  last  extremity.  To  maintain  this  princi- 
ple is  the  great  common  cause  of  the  whigs  on  the  other  side 
of  the  Atlantic,  and  on  this.  '  'Tis  liberty  to  liberty  engaged ; ' 
the  alliance  of  God  and  nature,  immutable  and  eternal. 
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"To  such  united  force,  what  force  shall  be  opposed?  A 
few  regiments  in  America,  and  seventeen  or  eighteen  thousand 
men  at  home !  The  idea  is  too  ridiculous  to  take  up  a  moment 
of  your  lordship"'  time.  Unless  the  fatal  acts  are  done  away 
the  hour  of  danger  must  arrive  in  all  its  horrors,  and  then 
these  boastful  ministers,  spite  of  all  their  confidence,  shall  be 
forced  to  abandon  principles  which  they  avow,  but  cannot  de- 
fend ;  measures  which  they  presume  to  attempt,  but  cannot 
hope  to  effectuate. 

"  It  is  not  repealing  a  piece  of  parchment  that  can  restore 
America  to  our  bosom  :  you  must  repeal  her  fears  and  her  re- 
sentments, and  you  may  then  hope  for  her  love  and  gratitude 
United  as  tliey  are,  you  cannot  force  them  to  your  unworthy 
terms  of  submission. 

"When  yorrloidships  look  at  the  papers  transmitted  us 
from  America,  when  you  consider  their  decency,  firmness,  and 
wisdom,  you  cannot  but  respect  their  cause,  and  wish  to  make 
It  your  own.     For  myself,  T  must  avow  that  in  all  my  readin- 
-and  I  have  read  Thucydides  and  have  studied  and  admired 
the  master-states  of  the  world— for  solidity  of  reason,  force  of 
sagacity,  and  wisdom  of  conclusion  under  a  complication  of 
difficult  circumstances,  no  body  of  men  can  stand  in  prefer- 
ence to  the  general  congress  at  Philadelphia.     The  histories  of 
Greece  and  Eome  give  us  nothing  equal  to  it,  and  all  attempts 
to  impose  servitude  upon  such  a  mighty  continental  nation 
must  be  vain.     We  shall  be  forced  ultimately  to  retract ;  let  us 
retract  while  we  can,  not  when  we  must.     These  violent  acts 
must  be  repealed ;  you  will  repeal  them ;  I  stake  my  reputa- 
tion on  It,  that  you  will  in  the  end  repeal  them.     Avoid,  then, 
this  humiliating  necessity.     With  a  dignity  becoming  your 
exalted  situation,  make  the  first  advances  to  concord,  peace 
and  happiness,  for  that  is  your  true  dignity.    Concession  comes 
with  better  grace  from  superior  power,  and  establishes  soHd 
confidence  on  the  foundations  of  affection  and  gratitude.     Be 
the  first  to  spare ;  throw  down  the  weapons  in  your  hand 

'Every  motive  of  justice  and  poHcy,  of  dignity  and  of 
prudence,  urges  you  to  allay  the  ferment  in  America  by  a 
removal  of  your  troops  from  Boston,  by  a  repeal  of  your  acts 
of   parliament,  and  by  demonstrating  amicable  dispositions 
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toward  your  colonies.  On  the  otlier  hand,  to  deter  you  from 
perseverance  in  your  present  ruinous  measures,  every  danger 
and  every  hazard  impend,  foreign  war  hanging  over  you  by  a 
tiiread,  France  and  Spain  watching  your  conduct,  and  waiting 
tor  tJie  maturity  of  your  en-ors. 

"  If  the  ministers  persevere  in  thus  misadvising  and  mis- 
leading the  king,  I  will  not  say  that  the  king  is  betrayed,  but 
1  will  pronounce  that  the  kingdom  is  undone ;  I  will  not  say 
that  they  can  alienate  the  affections  of  his  subjects  from  hi8 
crown,  but  I  will  affirm  that,  the  American  jewel  out  of  it 
they  will  make  the  crown  not  worth  his  wearing."  ' 

^  The  words  of  Chatham,  when  reported  to  the'  king,  recalled 
his  last  mterview  with  George  Grenville,  and  stung  him  to  the 
heart.  He  raved  at  the  wise  counsels  of  the  greatest  states- 
man  of  his  dominions,  as  the  words  of  an  abandoned  politician, 
void  of  gratitude";  and  months  afterward  was  looking  for 
the  time  "  when  decrepitude  or  age  should  put  an  end  toliim 
as  the  trumpet  of  sedition." 

^  With  a  whining  delivery,  of  which  the  bad  effect  was 
heightened  by  violence,  Suffolk,  who  boasted  of  having  been 
one  of  the  first  to  advise  coercive  measures,  assured  the  house 
that,  in  spite  of  Lord  Chatham's  prophecy,  the  government 
was  resolved  to  repeal  not  one  of  the  acts,  but  to  use  aU  po"ssi- 
ble  means  to  bring  the  Americans  to  obedience. 

Shelburne  gave  his  adhesion  to  the  sentiments  of  Chatham 
not  from  personal  engagements,  but  solely  from  his  conviction 
of  their  wisdom,  justice,  and  propriety.     Camden,  who  in  the 
discussion  surpassed  every  one  but  Chatham,  returned  to  his 
old  ground.     "This,"  he  declared,  "I  will  say,  not  only  as  a 
statesman,  politician,  and  philosopher,  but  as  a  common  lawyer : 
my  lords,  you  have  no  right  to  tax  America ;  the  natural  rights 
of  man  and  the  immutable  laws  of  nature  are  all  with  that 
people.     King,  lords,  and  commons  are  fine-sounding  names; 
but  king,  lords,  and  commons  may  become  tyrants  as  well  as 
others ;  it  is  as  lawful  to  resist  the  tyranny  of  many  as  of  one 
Somebody  once  a'Aed  the  great  Selden  in  what  book  you 
might  find  the  law  for  resisting  tyranny.     '  It  has  always  been 
the  custom  of  England,'  answered  Selden,  '  and  the  custom  of 
England  is  the  law  of  the  land.' " 
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"My  lords"  said  Lord  Gower,  with  contemptnous  sneers 
"let  the  American,  talk  about  their  natural  and  divine  3 

?!,  1  r.    !,  '  ^■'*°™»S  ««'«<'  measures."    Eochford  held 

Lord  Chatha,„  jointly  with  the  Americans,  responsible  in  Us 
own  person  or  disagreeable  consequenc^.  Lyttelto"  Z 
proaohed  Chatham  with  spreading  the  firo  of  seditL    nd  the 

Amoncanswuh  designing  to  emancipate  the„,selves  fi^m  he 
act  of  navigation.  ™ 

rre^p''?*"  f "'"'  ','"  ''*'"=  ''^  '"«'^""S  0"   'I'O  right  of 

G.eat  Br,  a,n  o  regulate  the  commerce  of  the  whole  empire  • 
but  as  to  the  right  of  the  Americans  to  e.xen.ption  from  to^a! 
t.on  e.copt  by  their  implied  or  express  assent  they  derived  it 
from  God,  nature,  and  the  British  constitution.  Franklin  with 
^pt  adm,mtion  listened  to  the  man  who  on  that  day  M  unM 
the  highest  wisdom  and  eloquence.  "His  speech  "Idti 
young  William  Pitt,  "was  th'e  most  foreS  It  e  ^  bTw 
med;  m  matter  and  manner  far  beyond  what  I  Z^'. 

— dt-;him:t:r^^'^~----«-^ 

but  the  duke  of  Cumberiand,  one  of  the  king's  o«-n  b?othere 
was  found  n>  the  minority.  The  king,  triulphing  in  "  iTe 
very  handsome  majority,"  was  sure  "nothing  could  be  ml 

debat  A/".";™"  *'"  ^""™^"^  '"  submission,"  but  tl 
debate  of  that  day,  notwithstanding  Eoekingham  had  express  d 
us  adherence  to  his  declaratory  act,  went  forth  to  the  eotonics 
as  an  assurance  that  the  inevitable  war  would  be  a  war  wiOa 
mm:s  ry,  not  with  the  British  people.     It  took  from  hT  o„ 

t™  oS  s    e'j  Am'eXr'l^lnr™,^™'  "^  ^'°'"' 
1    ,  America,     its  independence  was  foresliad 
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CHAPTEE  YII. 

PARLIAMENT  DECLARES   MASSACHUSETTS   IN  REBELLION. 

January-February  1775. 

Neither  the  king  nor  his  ministei-s  believed  the  hearty 
union  of  so  vast  a  region  as  America  possible.     But,  at  the 
one  extreme,  New  Hampshire  in  convention  unanimously  ad- 
hered to  the  recent  congress,  and  elected  delegates  to  the  next. 
At^  the  other,  South  Carolina,  on  the  eleventh  of  January 
1775,  held  a  general  meeting,  which  was  soon  resolved  into 
a  provincial  congress,  with  Charles  Pinekney  for  president. 
The  deputies  to  the  general  congress  were  then  called  upon 
to  exiDlain  why  they  had  not  included  in  the  list  of  grievances 
the  entire  series  of  monopolies  and  restrictions;    and   they 
murmured  at  the  moderation  of  Virginia,  which  had  refused 
to  look  further  back  than  17G3.     But  South  Carolina  wisely 
adopted  tlie  continental  measures  without  change,  completed 
her  own  internal  organization,  elected  delegates  to  the  general 
congress,  encouraged  her  inhabitants  to  learn  the  use  of  arms, 
and  asked  their  prayers  that  God  v/ould  defend  their  just  title 
to  freedom,  and  "avert  the  impending  calamities  of  civil  war." 
If  blood  should  be  spilled  in  Massachusetts,  her  sons  were  to 
rise  in  arms. 

On  the  twelfth,  the  representatives  of  the  extensive  district 
of  Darien,  in  Georgia,  assembling  in  a  local  congress,  held  up 
the  conduct  of  Massachusetts  to  the  imitation  of  mankind, 
joined  in  the  resolutions  of  the  grand  American  congress,  and 
instructed  their  delegates  to  tlie  provincial  congress  accord- 
ingly. They  demanded  liberal  land  laws  to  attract  the  dis- 
tressed in  Britain  and  « the  poor  of  every  nation."     "  To  show 
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S'—teroT-T'tr'^"''"^''  ^™  -^  -'  ""--ed 
uy  contiacted  or  interested  motives,  but  a  general  ,,l,ii„„ 

thropy  for  all  ,„a„ki„d,  of  whatever  cl'imate,  laf Z^  o^ct^ 

plexion,  we  hereby  deelare  our  disapprobation  a^  SC-en"" 

mi?  !  ^  ""■■  "™"*'7  «■•  other  speeious  arffumenta 
may  plead  for  it) ;  a  practice  founded  in  injistice  and  a"el tr 
and  highly  dangerous  to  our  liberties  as  we  1  as  lives  detel; 
par  of  our  felow-ereatnres  below  men,  eornipting  he  ,3 
of  the  rest,  and  laying  the  basis  of  that  liberty  we  eontend  for 
npon  a  very  wrong  foundation.    We  therefore  reso  1™  at  "l 

vTs  f„  tl"  ""?*■""*  ^"'^^"™'«  *"  «'"  manumission  of  o» 
slaves  m  tins  colony,  upon  the  most  safe  and  equitable  footW 
for  the  masters  and  themselves."  ^ 

The  provincial  congress,  which  was  called  to  meet  on  the 
egteenth  at  Savannah,  failed  of  its  end,  since  five  only  ou 
of  twelve  panshes  m  the  province  were  represented,  and  son^e 
o   these  were  bound  to  half-way  measures  by  their  ins  nfetio™ 

proroS Ttl,:  f'  T""-— '^  -em'bled,was  ^^ 
prorogued  by  the  royal  governor.  But  in  the  parish  of  St 
John  winch  contained  one  third  of  the  wealth  of  Georgia  the 
inhabitants,  chiefly  descendants  of  New  En<.hnd  neoT' 
onned  to  the  resolutions  of  the  contineltcCsrw  htTd 
Lyman  Ilal  to  represent  them  in  Philadelphia,  and  set  'rt 
two  hundred  barrels  of  rice  for  their  brethr^i  in'  Bost  n    ' 

In  Deeeniber  1774,  the  Maryland  convention  had  recom 
mended  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  province  to  form  hem 
selves  mto  companies  of  sixty-eight  men  under  offlcerof  U^: 

tiie  sum  of  ten  thousand  pounds  in  currency,  to  be  raised  l,v 
^bscnption  or  voluntary  offerings  for  the  p  irchase  o    armf 

diai™an:*Va^^^':^""'^  ^f'^"  county  Lmmitte^Xse 
!dirr*        ^'-gton,  on  the  seventeenth  of  January  1775 
adopt  d  the  substance,  and  Washington  published  it  V^ed 

relmen-inTr  •  t/T'^?^'  ^°»'»-^  «'  "«-  --of 

Crcountv  ii^vr'?  ■^"'■'i'""''/''^''^'' '"-"  *^'''  commander. 
Jivery  county  ,n  Virginia  glowed  with  zeal  to  imbody  its  mi 

p...n.cc  hunung-slurt  and  moocasons.     Tliey  pledged  them- 
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selves  to  eacli  other  to  keep  a  good  firelock,  ammunition,  bul- 
let-moulds, povvder-liorn,  and  bag  for  balls.  The  committee  of 
Northampton  county  offered  a  premium  for  the  manufacture 
of  gunpowder.  As  Dunmore  persisted  in  proroguing  the  Vir- 
ginia assembly,  Peyton  Randolph  as  the  organ  of  the  people 
against  the  representative  of  the  crown,  directed  the  choice  of 
deputies  to  a  colony  convention  in  March. 

The  inhabitants  of  Maryland  would  hear  of  no  opposition 
to  the  recommendations  of  congress.     An  armed  organization 
sprung  up  in  Delaware.    Crown  officers  and  royalists  practised 
every  art  to  separate  Ncav  York  from  the  general  union.    The 
president  of  its  chartered  college  taught  that  "  Christians  are 
required  to  be  subject  to  the  higher  powers ;  that  an  apostle 
enjoined  submission  to  Nero ; "  that  the  friends  of  the  Amer- 
ican congress  were  as  certainly  guilty  of  "an  unpardonable 
crime  as  that  St.  Paul  and   St.  Peter  were  inspired  men." 
There  the  Episcopal  clergy  fomented  a  distrust  of  the  New 
England  people  as  "  rebellious  republicans,  intolerant  toward 
the  church  of  England  and  Quakers  and  Baptists,  doubly 
intolerant  toward  the  Germans  and  Dutcli."      There  a  cor- 
rupting influence  grew  out  of  contracts  for  the  British  ser- 
vice.    The  timid  were  alai-med  by  stories  that  "  the  undisci- 
plined men  of  America  could  not  withstand  disciplined  ml- 
diers;"  that  "Canadians  and  unnumbered  tribes  of  savages 
might  be  let  loose  upon  them ; "  and  that,  in  case  of  war,  "  the 
Americans  nmst  be  treated  as  vanquished  rebels."    New  York, 
too,  was  the  seat  of  a  royal  government  which  dispensed  com- 
missions, offices,  and  grants  of  land,  gathered  round  its  Httle 
court  a  social  circle  to  which  loyalty  gave  the  tone,  and  had 
for  more  than  eight  years  craftily  conducted  the  administration 
with  the  design  to  lull  discontent.     It  permitted  the  assembly 
to  employ  Edmund  Burke  as  its  agent.    In  the  name  of  the 
ministry,  it  lavished  promises  of  favor  and  indulgence;  ex- 
tended the  boundaries  of  the  province  at  the  north  to  the  Con- 
necticut river;  and,  contrary  to  the  sense  of  right  of  Lord 
Dartmouth,  supported  the  claims  of  New  York  to  Yermont 
lands  against  the  populous  villages  which  had  grown  up  under 
grants  from  the  Idng's  governor  of  New  Hampshire.     Both 
Tryon  and  Colden  professed  a  sincere  desire  to  take  part  with 
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the  colony  in  obtaining  a  redress  of  all  grievances  and  an  im- 
provement of  its  constitution ;  and  Dartmouth  was  made  to 
utter  the  hope  "  of  a  happy  accommodation  upon  some  general 
constitutional  plan."  Such  a  union  with  the  parent  state  the 
New  York  committee  declared  to  be  the  object  of  their  earnest 
solicitude;  and  Jay  "held  nothing  in  greater  abliorrence  than 
the  malignant  charge  of  aspiring  after  independence."  "  If  you 
find  the  complaints  of  your  constituents  to  be  well  grounded," 
said  Golden  to  the  New  York  assembly  in  January,  "  suppli- 
cate the  throne,  and  our  most  gracious  sovereign  will  hear  and 
relieve  you  with  paternal  tenderness." 

In  this  manner  one  colony  was  to  be  won  for  a  separate 
negotiation.  The  royahsts  were  persuaded  of  the  success 
of  their  scheme;  and  Gage,  who  had  a  httle  before  written  for 
at  least  twenty  thousand  men,  sent  word  to  the  secretary,  in 
January,  that,  "  if  a  respectable  force  is  seen  in  the  field,  the 
most  obnoxious  of  the  leaders  seized,  and  a  pardon  proclaimed 
for  all  others,  government  will  come  off  victorious,  and  with 
less  opposition  than  was  expected  a  few  months  ago." 

On  the  twenty-sixth  of  January,  Abraham  Ten  Broeck,  of 
the  Ne^y  York  assembly,  moved  to  take  into  consideration  the 
proceedings  of  the  continental  congress ;  but,  though  he  was 
ably  seconded  by  Nathaniel  Woodhull,  by  Philip  Schuyler,  by 
George  Clinton,  and  by  the  larger  number  of  the  members  who 
were  of  Dutch  descent,  the  vote  was  lost  by  a  majority  of  one. 
"  That  one  vote  was  worth  a  million  sterling,"  said  Gamier 
to  Eochford,  with  an  air  of  patronage,  on  hearing  the  news  ; 
while  he  explained  to  Yergennes  that  the  vote  was  to  the  min- 
istry worth  nothing  at  all,  that  New  York  was  sure  to  act  with 
the  rest  of  the  continent.  The  assembly,  now  in  its  seventh 
year,  had  long  since  ceased  to  represent  the  people. 

^  In  January  the  Quakers  of  Pennsvlvania  published  an 
epistle,  declaring  that  they  would  religiously  observe  the  rule 
not  to  fight ;  and  the  meeting  of  the  Friends  of  Pennsylvania 
and  New  Jersey  gave  their  "  testimony  against  every  usurpa- 
tion of  power  and  authority  in  opposition  to  the  laws  of  gov- 
eniment."  In  the  same  month  the  popular  convention  of  Penn- 
sylvania was  disinclined  to  arm  the  people ;  but  the  members 
pledged  their  constituents  at  every  hazard  to  defend  the  rights 
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and  liberties  of  America,  and,  if  necessary-,  to  resist  force  by 
force.  They  recommended  domestic  manufactures,  and  led  tlie 
way  to  a  law  "prohibiting  the  importation  of  slaves"  The 
legislature  of  Pennsylvania  had,  in  December,  unreservedly 
approved  the  proceedings  of  the  continental  congress,  and  to 
the  next  congress  in  May  had  elected  seven  delegates 

"Do  not  give  up,"  wrote  the  town  of  Monmouth,  in  Kew 
Jersey,  to  the  Bostonians;  "and if  you  should  want  any  fur- 
ther supply  of  bread,  let  us  know."  On  the  twenty-fou/th  of 
January  the  assembly  of  that  colony,  without  a  dissenting 
voice,  adopted  the  measures  of  the  last  general  congress  and 
elected  delegates  to  the  next.  Three  weeks  later  it  trans- 
mitted to  the  king  a  separate  petition  ;  but  it  enumerated  the 
American  grievances  without  abatement. 

In  February  the  assembly  of  New  York,  against  the  mo^t 
strenuous  exertions  of  Schuyler  and  Clinton,  refused  to  send 
delegates  to  the  next  general  congress  by  a  vote  of  seventeen 
to  nine. 

The  people  of  New  York  were  thrown  back  upon  them- 
selves under  circumstances  of  difficulty  that  had  no  parallel  in 
other  colonies.  They  had  no  legally  constituted  body  to  form 
their  rallying  point;  and,  at  a  time  when  the  continental  con- 
gress refused  to  sanction  any  revolutionary  institution  of  gov- 
ernment even  in  Massachusetts,  they  were  compelled  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  methods  of  revolution.  The  colony  was  sure  to 
emerge  from  all  obstacles  ;  its  first  organ  was  the  press 

General  Charles  Lee  denied  the  military  capacity  of  Eno-. 
land,  as  she  could  with  difficulty  enhst  recruits  enough  to  keep 
her  regiments  full ;  and  he  insisted  that  in  a  few  inontlis  efil- 
cient  infantry  might  be  formed  of  Americans. 

_  Two  anonymous  pamphlets,  which  dealt  more  thoroughly 
with  the  great  questions  at  issue,  are  attributed  to  Alexander 
Hamilton,  a  gifted  young  man,  who  now  shone  like  a  star 
first  seen  above  a  haze,  of  whose  rising  no  one  had  taken 
note.  He  was  a  West  Indian,  of  whose  existence  the  first 
written  trace  that  has  been  preserved  is  of  17GG,  when  his 
name  occurs  as  a  witness  to  a  legal  paper  executed  m  the 
Danish  island  of  Santa  Cniz.  Three  years  later,  still  a  resi- 
dent of  the  same  island,  he  had  learned  to  "contemn  the 


I 


1775. 


MASSACnrSETTS  DECLARED  IN  REBELLION. 


Ill 

grovelling  condition  of  a  clerk,"  fretted  at  the  narrow  bounds 
ot   his  island  cage,  and  to  a  friend  of  his  own  yeai-s  con- 
fcssed  his  ambition.    "I  would  willingly  risk  my  life,"  wrote 
iie,     though  not  my  character,  to  exalt  my  station.     I  mean 
to  prepare  the  way  for  futurity ;  we  have  seen  such  schemes 
successful  when  the  projector  is  constant."    That  way  he  pre- 
pared by  integrity  of  conduct,  diligence,  and  study.    After 
an  education  as  a  merchant,  during  which  he  once  at  least 
conducted  a  voyage,  and  once  had  the  charge  of  his  employ- 
er's business,  he  found  himself  enabled  to  repair  to  New  York 
ot  which  he  entered  the  college  before  the  end  of  nts' 
Trained  from  childhood  to  take  care  of  himself,  he  possessed  a 
manly  self-reliance.     His  first  sympathies  in  the  contest  had 
been  on  the  British  side  against  the  Americans,  but  he  had 
changed  his  opinions ;  and,  in  February  1775,  when  the  neces- 
sity of  the  appeal  to  the  people  was  become  more  and  more 
urgent,  the  genial  pilgrim  from  the  South  put  forth  all  his 
ability,  with  a  determined  interest  in  the  coming  struggle,  as  if 
he  had  sprung  from  the  soil  whose  rights  he  defended     Severe 
m  youthful  earnestness,  he  addressed  the  judgment,  not  the 
passions,  aiming  not  at  brilliancy  of  expression,  but  justness 
of  thought.     "I  lament,"  wrote  Hamilton,  "the  unnatural 
quarrel  between  the  parent  state  and  the  colonies ;  and  most 
ardently  wish  for  a  speedy  reconciliation,  a  perpetual  and  mu- 
tually beneficial  union.    I  am  a  warm  advocate  for  limited  mon- 
archy, and  an  unfeigned  well-wisher  to  the  present  royal  fam- 
ily; but,  on  the  other  hand,  I  am  inviolably  attached  to  the 
essential  rights  of  mankind,  to  civil  liberty  as  the  greatest  of 
terrestrial  blessiiiffs."  ^  &  ux 

^  "  You  are  quarrelling  for  threepence  a  pound  on  tea,  an 
a.om  on  he  shoulders  of  a  giant,"  said  the  tones;  and  he  an- 
swered :  The  parliament  claims  a  right  to  tax  us  in  all  cases 
whatever;  its  late  acts  are  in  virtue  of  that  claim;  it  is  the 
principle  against  which  we  contend." 
.v"^?"'!T^'^  ^lavehad  recourse  to  remonstrance  and  pe- 

mZl ''''  •  ^r.r^^^^'^-  "  ^^  t^^  infancy  of  the  present 
(hspute,  rejoined  Hamilton,  «we  addressed  the  throne;  our 
address  was  treated  with  contempt  and  neglect.  The  first 
American  congress  in  17G5  did  the  same,  and  met  with  smiilar 
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treatment.  The  exigency  of  the  times  requires  vigorous  reme- 
dies ;  we  have  no  resource  but  in  a  restriction  of  our  trade,  or 
in  a  resistance  hy  arms." 

"But  Great  Britain,"  it  was  said,  "will  enforce  her  claims 
hy  fire  and  sword.     The  Americans  are  without  fortresses, 
without  discipline,  without  military  stores,  without  money,  and 
cannot  keep  an  army  in  the  field  ;  nor  can  troops  be  disciplined 
without  regular  pay  and  government  by  an  unquestioned  legal 
authority.     A  large  number  of  armed  men   might   be  got 
together  near  Boston,  but  in  a  week  they  would  be  obliged  to 
disperse  to  avoid  starving."     "  The  courage  of  Americans," 
replied  Hamilton,  "  has  been  proved.     The  troops  Great  Brit- 
ain could  send  against  us  would  be  but  few;  our  superiority  in 
number  w^ould  balance  our  inferiority  in  discipline.     It  would 
be  hard,  if  not  impracticable,  to  subjugate  us  by  force.    An 
armament  sufficient  to  enslave  America  will  put  her  to  an  in- 
supportable expense.     She  would  be  laid  open  to  foreign  ene- 
mies.    Rain  like  a  deluge  would  pour  in  from  every  quarter." 
^  "  Great  Britain,"  it  was  said,  "  will  seek  to  bring  us  to  a  com- 
pliance by  putting  a  stop  to  our  whole  trade."     «  We  can  live 
without  trade,"  answered  Hamilton;  "food  and  clothing  we 
have  within  ourselves.     AVith  due  cultivation,  the  scuthem 
colonies,  in  a  couple  of  years,  would  afford  cotton  enough  to 
clothe  the  whole  continent.     Our  chmate  produces  wool,  flax, 
and  hemp.     The  silk-wonn  answers  as  well  here  as  in  any  part 
of  the  world.    If  manufactures  should  once  be  established, 
they  will  pave  the  way  still  more  to  the  future  grandeur  and 
glory  of  America,  and  will  render  it  still  securer  against  en- 
croachments of  tyranny." 

"  You  will  raise  the  resentment  of  the  united  inhabitants  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,"  objected  his  adversaries.  "  They 
are  our  friends,"  he  retorted  ;  "  they  know  how  dangerous  to 
their  liberties  the  loss  of  ours  must  be.  The  Irisli  wiU  sympa- 
thize with  us  and  commend  our  conduct." 

The  tories  built  confidently  upon  disunion.  "A  little 
time,"  replied  Hamilton,  "  will  awaken  the  colonies  from  their 
slumbers.  I  please  myseH  with  the  flattering  prospect  that 
they  will,  ere  long,  unite  in  one  indissoluble  chain." 

It  was  a  common  argument  among  the  royalists  of  those 
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days,  that  government  was  the  creature  of  civil  society,  and 

therefore  that  an  established  government  was  not  to  be  resisted. 

i  o  this  tlie  young  philosopher  answered,  rightly:  «  The  Supreme 

Intelligence  who  rules  the  world  has  constituted  an  eternal 

law,  which  is  obligatory  upon  all  mankind,  prior  to  any  human 

institution  whatever.    He  gave  existence  to  man,  together  with 

the  means  of  preserving  and  beautifying  that  existence ;  and 

invested  hira  with  an  inviolable  right  to  pursue  liberty  and 

personal  safety.    Natural  liberty  is  a  gift  of  the  Creator  to  the 

whole  human  race.     Civil  liberty  is  only  natural  liberty,  modi- 

hed  and  secured  by  the  sanctions  of  civil  society.     It  is  uot 

dependent  on  human  caprice;  but  it  is  conformable  to  the 

constitution  of  man,  as  well  as  necessaiy  to  the  well-beinff  of 

society."  ° 

J'  The  colony  of  New  York,"  continued  his  antagonists,  « is 
subject  to  the  supreme  legislative  authority  of  Great  Britain." 

I  deny  that  we  are  dependent  on  the  legislature  of  Great 
Britain,"  he  answered ;  and  he  fortified  his  denial  by  an  elabo- 
rate discussion  of  colonial  history  and  charters. 

It  was  retorted  that  New  York  had  no  charter.     "  The- 
sacred  rights  of  mankind,"  he  rejoined,  "are  not  to  be  rum- 
maged for  among  old  parchments  or  musty  records.     They  are- 
written,  as  with  a  sunbeam,  in  the  whole  volume  of  humaa^ 
nature,  by  the  hand  of  the  divinity  itself;  and  can  never  be- 
erased  or  obscured  by  mortal  power.    Civil  liberty  cannot  be 
wrested  from  any  people  without  the  most  manifold  violation 
of  justice  and  the  most  aggravated  guilt.     The  nations  Turkey, 
Russia,  France,  Spain,  and  all  other  despotic  kingdoms  in  the 
world  have  an  inherent  right,  whenever  they  please,  to  shake 
off  the  yoke  of  servitude,  though  sanctioned  by  immemorial 
usage,  and  to  model  their  government  upon  the  principles  of 
civil  liberty." 

So  reasoned  the  thoughtful  West  Indian,  as  one  who  had 
power  to  see  the  divine  archetype  of  freedom.  The  waves  of 
turbulent  opinion  dashed  around  him ;  cosmopolitan  New  York 
adopted  the  volunteer  from  the  tropics  as  her  son.  New  York 
still  desired  a  constitutional  union  of  Great  Britain  and  Amer- 
ica,  but  was  resolved,  at  aU  events,  to  make  common  cause  with 
the  continent. 

VOL.  IV. — 8 
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The  confidence  of  the  ministry  reposed  more  and  more  on 
the  central  provinces,  and  Dartmouth  Btill  took  for  granted  the 
peaceful  settlement  of  every  question;  yet  six  sloops-of-war 
and  two  frigates  were  under  orders  for  America,  and  it  was 
ostentatiously  heralded  that  seven  hundred  marines  from  Eng- 
land, and  four  regiments  from  Ireland,  were  to  bo  prepared 
for  embarkation ;  "  less  to  act  hostilely  against  the  Americans 
than  to  encourage  the  friends  of  government." 

In  the  house  of  commons  the  petitions  in  behalf  of  Amer- 
ica, including  those  from  London  and  Bristol,  were  consigned 
to  a  committee  of  oblivion,  and  ridiculed  as  already  "  dead  in 
law."     Ilayley,  of  London,  rebuked  the  levity  of  the  house. 
"  The  rejection  of  the  petitions  of  the  trading  interests,"  said 
he,  on  the  twenty-sixth  of  January,  "  must  drive  on  a  civil 
war  with  America."     "  The  Americans,"  argued  Jenkinson, 
"ought  to  submit  to  every  act  of  the  English  legislature." 
"England,"  said  Burke,  "is  like  the  archer  that  saw  his  own 
■child  in  the  hands  of  the  adversary,  against  whom  he  was  going 
to  draw  his  bow."     Fox  charged  upon  North  that  the  country 
waa^  on  the  point  of  being  involved  in  a  civil  war  by  his  inca- 
pacity.    North  complained:  "The  gentleman  blames  all  my 
■administration,  yet  he  defended  and  supported  much  of  it ; 
nor  do  I  know  how  I  have  deserved  his  reproaches."    "  I  can 
tell  the  noble  lord  how,"  cried  Fox :  "  by  every  species  of  false- 
hood and  treachery."     Sir  George  Saville  asked  that  Franklin 
might  be  heard  at  the  bar  in  support  of  the  address  of  the 
American  continental  congress  to  the  king ;  and,  after  a  vio- 
lent debate,  the  house,  by  the  usual  majority,  refused  even  to 
receive  its  petition. 

The  demand  of  Gage  for  twenty  thousand  men  was  put  aside 
with  scorn.  "The  violences  committed  by  those  who  have 
taken  up  arms  in  Massachusetts  Bay,"  wrote  Dartmouth,  in  the 
Iring's  name,  "have  appeared  to  me  as  the  acts  of  a  i-ude  rab- 
ble, without  plan,  without  concert,  and  without  conduct ;  and 
therefore  I  think  that  a  smaller  force  now,  if  put  to  the  test, 
would  be  able  to  encounter  them.  The  first  and  essential  step  to 
be  taken  toward  re-establishing  government  would  be  to  arrest 
^and  imprison  the  principal  actors  and  abettors  in  the  provincial 
congress,  whose  proceedings  appear  in  every  light  to  be  treason 
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and  rebellion.    If  means  be  devised  to  keep  the  measure  secret 
until  the  moment  of  execution,  it  can  hardly  fail  of  success 
Lven  ]f  It  cannot  be  accomplished  without  bloodshed  and 
shou  d  be  a  signal  for  hostilities,  I  nmst  again  repeat  that  any 
ettorts  of  the  people,  unprepared  to  encounter  with  a  result 
force,  cannot  be  very  formidable.     The  imprisonment  of  those 
who  shall  bo  made  prisoners  will  prevent  their  doing  anv 
further  mischief.     The  charter  for  the  province  of  Massachu- 
setts Lay  empowers  the  governor  to  use  and  exercise  the  law 
martial  in  time  of  rebellion.     The  attorney-  and  solicitor-gen- 
eral report  that  the  facts  stated  in  tiie  papers  you  have  tnm^ 
mitted  are  the  history  of  an  actual  and  open  rebellion  in  that 
province,  and  therefore  the  exercise  of  that  power  upon  your 
own  discretion  is  strictly  justifiable." 

"The  minister  must  recede,"  wrote  Gamier  to  Verffennes 

or  lose  Ainerica  forever."     «  Your  chief  dependence""  such 

were  Irankhn's  words  to  Massachusetts,  "must  be  on  your 

own  virtue  and  unanimity,  which,  under  God,  will  bring  you 

through  all  difficulties."  &  J^^ 

There  was  no  hope  in  England  but  from  Chatham,  who 
lost  not  a  moment  in  his  endeavor  to  prevent  a  civil  war  before 
It  should  be  inevitably  fixed ;  saying,  "  God's  will  be  done,  and 
Jet  the  old  and  new  world  be  my  judge."     On  the  first  day  of 
rebruary  he  presented  his  plan  for  "  tnie  reconcilement  and 
national  accord."     It  was  founded  substantially  on  the  proposal 
ot  the  American  congress ;  parliament  was  to  repeal  the  statutes 
complained  of,  and  to  renounce  the  power  of  taxation ;  America 
in   urn  was  to  recognise  its  right  of  regulating  the  commerce 
of  the  who  e  empire,  and,  by  the  free  grants  of  her  own  assem- 
Wies  was  to  defray  the  expenses  of  her  governments.     This 
was  the  true  meaning  of  his  motion,  though  clauses  were  added 
to  make  It  less  unpalatable  to  the  pride  of  the  British  legisla- 
ture     Franklin  was  persuaded  that  he  sincerely  wished  to 
satisfy  the  Americans;  Jefferson,  on  reading  the  bill,  hoped 
that  It  might  bring  on  a  reconciliation ;  but  Samuel  Adams 
saw  danger  lurking  under  even  a  conditional  recognition  of 

Irrr  J  "^  ^^^'^'^r^^^^^  ^-^  «aid  :  -  Let  us  take  care,  lest, 

instead  of  a  thorn  in  the  foot,  we  have  a  dagger  in  the  heLrt." 

^0  sooner  had  Chatham  concisely  invited  the  as.sistance  of 
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the  house  in  adapting  his  crude  materials  to  the  great  end  of 
an  honorable  and  permanent  adjustment,  than  Dartmouth  spoke 
of  the  magnitude  of  the  subject,  and  asked  his  consent  that  the 
bill  should  lie  on  the  table  for  consideration.     « I  expect  noth- 
ing more,"  was  the  readj  answer.    But  Sandwich,  speaking 
for  the  majority  in  the  cabinet,  interpoi^cd.     "The  proposed 
measure,"  he  said,  "deserves  only  contempt,  and  ought  to  be 
immediately  rejected.     I  can  never  believe  it  to  be  the  produc- 
tion of  any  British  peer.     It  appears  to  me  rather  the  work  of 
some  American;"  and  looking  at  Franklin,  who  stood  leanino- 
on  the  bar,  "I  fancy,"  he  continued,  "I  have  in  my  eye  the 
person  who  drew  it  up,  one  of  the  bitterest  and  most  mis- 
chievous enemies  this  country  has  ever  known." 

The  peers  turned  toward  the  American,  when  Chatham 
retorted:  "The  plan  is  entirely  my  own;  but,  if  I  were  the 
hrst  nnnister  and  had  the  care  of  settling  this  momentous 
bus-ness,  I  should  not  be  ashamed  of  publicly  calHng  to  my 
assistance  a  person  so  perfectly  acquainted  with  the  whole  of 
American  ailairs ;  one  whom  all  Europe  ranks  with  our  Boyles 
and  Newtons,  as  an  honor  not  to  the  English  nation  only,  but 
to  human  nature." 

Overawed  by  the  temper  of  the  house,  Dartmouth,  with  his 
wonted  weakness  which  made  him  adopt  the  worst  measures 
even  when  he  inclined  to  the  best,  wheeled  round  against  his 
own  candor,  and  declared  for  rejecting  the  plan  immediately. 
This  Gower  demanded ;  this  even  Grafton  advised. 

Perceiving  the  unalterable  purjwse  of  the  ministry,  Chat- 
ham poured  upon  them  a  torrent  of  invective.  "  Tliis  bill," 
said  he,  "though  rejected  here,  will  make  its  way  to  the  pub- 
lic, to  the  nation,  to  the  remotest  wilds  of  America ;  and 
however  faulty  or  defective,  it  will  at  least  manifest  how 
zealous  I  have  been  to  avert  those  storms  which  seem  ready 
to  burst  on  my  country.  Yet  I  am  not  surprised  that  men 
who  hate  liberty  should  detest  those  tliat  prize  it;  or  that 
those  who  want  virtue  themselves  should  persecute  those  who 
possess  it.  The  whole  of  your  political  conduct  has  been  one 
continued  series  of  weakness  and  temerity,  despotism  and  the 
most  notorious  servility,  incapacity  and  corruption.  I  must 
aUow  you  one  merit,  a  strict  attention  to  your  own  interests: 
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in  that  view,  who  can  wonder  that  you  should  put  a  neo-ative 
on  any  measure  which  must  deprive  you  of  your  places,  and 
reduce  you  to  that  insignificance  for  which  God  and  nature 
designed  you  ? " 

Lord  Chatham's  bill,  though  on  so  important  a  subject 
offered  by  so  great  a  statesman,  and  supported  by  most  able 
and  learned  speakers,  was  resisted  by  ignorance,  prejudice 
and  passion,  by  misconceptions  and  wilful  perversion  of  plaiiJ 
truth,  and  was  rejected  on  the  first  reading  by  a  vote  of  sixty- 
one  to  thirty-two.  "^ 
"Hereditary   legislators!"    thought    Franklin.      "There 
would  be  more  propriety  in  having  hereditary  professors  of 
mathematics !     But  tlie  elected  liouse  of  commons  is  no  better 
nor  ever  will  be  while  the  electors  receive  money  for  their 
votes,  and  pay  money  wherewith  ministers  may  bribe  their 
representatives  when  chosen."     Yet  the  wilfulness  of  the  lords 
was  happy  for  America;  for  Chatham's  proposition  contained 
clauses  to  which  it  never  could  safely  have  assented,  and  yet 
breathed  a  spirit  which  must  have  distracted  its  councils. 
_     The  ministers  rushed  on  with  headlong  indiscretion,  think- 
ing to  subdue  the  Americans  by  intimidation.     Accordingly 
Lord  North,  on  the  day  after  Chatham's  defeat,  proposed  to  the 
commons  a  jomt  address  to  the  king  to  declare  that  a  rebellion 
existed  in  Massachusetts,  and  to  pledge  their  lives  and  proper- 
ties to  its  suppression. 

''The  colonies,"  said  Dunning,  "are  not  in  a  state  of  re- 
bellion, but  resisting  the  attempt  to  establish  despotism  in 
America,  as  a  prelude  to  the  same  system  in  the  mother  coun- 
try- Opposition  to  arbitrary  measures  is  warranted  by  the 
constitution,  and  established  by  precedent."  "mthing  but 
the  display  of  vigor,"  paid  Thurlow,  "will  prevent  the  Ameri- 
can  colonies  becoming  independent  states." 

Graiit,  the  same  oflficer  who  had  been  scandalously  beaten 
at  Pittsburg  and  had  offended  South  Carolina,  asserted,  amid 
tJie  loudest  cheering,  that  he  knew  the  Americans  very  well 
and  was  sure  they  would  not  fight;  "that  they  were  not  sol' 
diers,  and  never  could  be  made  so,  being  naturally  pusillani- 
mous and  incapable  of  discipline ;  that  a  very  slight  force 
would  be  more  than  sufficient  fur  their  complete  reduction-" 
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and  he  mimicked  their  peculiar  expressions,  and  ridiculed  their 
religious  enthusiasm,  manners,  and  wajs  of  living,  o-reatly  to 
the  entertainment  of  the  house. 

At  this  stage,  Fox,  displaying  for  the  first  time  the  full 
extent  of  his  abilities,  entered  into  the  history  of  the  dispute 
and  stated  truly  that  "the  reason  why  the  colonies  objected  to 
taxes  for  revenue  was,  that  such  revenue  in  the  hands  of  gov- 
ernment took  out  of  the  hands  of  the  people  to  be  governed 
the  control,  which  every  Englishman  thinks  he  ought  to  have 
over  the  government  to  which  his  rights  and  interests  are  in- 
trusted."    The  defence  of  the  ministry  rested  chiefly  on  Wed- 
derburn.     Gibbon  was  prepared  to  speak,  but  neither  he  nor 
(rermain  could  find  room  for  a  single  word. 
_    Again  Lord  North  hesitated ;  and  Franklin,  whose  media- 
tion was  once  more  solicited,  received  a  paper  containing  the 
results  of  ministerial  conferences  on  "the  hints"  Av.iich  he  had 
written.     «We  desire  nothing  but  what  is  necessary  to  our 
security  and  well-being,"  said  Franklin  to  the  agents  who  came 
to  him.     Ihey  declared,  by  authority,  that  the  repeal  of  the 
tea  act  and  tlie  Boston  port  act  would  be  conceded ;  the  Quebec 
act  might  be  amended  by  reducing  the  province  to  its  ancient 
hmits;  but  the  Massachusetts  acts  must  be  continued,  both 
as  real  amendments"  of  the  constitution  of  that  province 
and  "as  a  standing  example  of  the  power  of  parhament."' 
Franklins  reply  was  brief:    "While  pariiament  claims  the 
right  o±  altenng  American  constitutions  at  pleasure,  there  can 
benoagreemer.t,  for  we  are  rendered  unsafe  in  every  privi- 
lege.      "  An  agreement  is  necessary  for  America,"  it  was  an- 
swered ;  "it  is  so  easy  for  Britain  to  bum  all  your  seaport 
to™."     "My  little  property,"  rejoined  Franklin,  "consists 
ot  houses  m  those  towns ;  make  bonfires  of  them  whenever 
you  please ;  the  fear  of  losing  them  will  never  alter  my  reso- 
lution to  resist  to  the  last  the  claim  of  parliament." 

When  on  the  sixth  of  February  the  address  was  reported 
to  the  house.  Lord  John  Cavendish  earnestly  "deprecated 
civil  war,  necessarily  involving  a  foreign  one."  "A  fit  and 
proper  resistance,"  said  Wilkes,  "is  a  revolution,  not  a  rebel- 
lon.  Who  can  tell  whether,  in  consequence  of  this  day's  vio- 
lent and  mad  address,  the  scabbard  may  not  be  thrown  away 
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by  the  Americans  as  well  as  by  us  ;  and,  sliould  success  attend 
them,  whether,  in  a  few  years,  the  Americans  may  not  cele- 
brate the  glorious  era  of  the  revolution  of  1775  as  we  do  that 
of  1688?  Success  crowned  the  generous  effort  of  our  fore- 
fathers for  freedom;  else  they  had  died  on  the  scaffold  as 
traitors  and  rebels,  and  the  period  of  our  history  which  does 
us  the  most  honor  would  have  been  deemed  a  rebellion  against 
lawful  authority,  not  the  expulsion  of  a  tyrant." 

During  the  debate,  which  lasted  till  half  past  two  in  the 
mommg.  Lord  JS'orth  threw  off  the  responsibiHty  of  the  tax 
on  tea,  and  prepared  the  way  for  its  repeal  as  the  basis  for  con- 
ciUation.  It  was  too  late ;  for  a  new  question  of  the  power 
of  parliament  over  charters  and  laws  had  arisen.  The  dis- 
avowal offended  his  colleagues,  and  in  itseK  was  not  honest; 
his  vote  in  the  cabinet  had  decided  the  measure,  and  it  was 
unworthy  of  a  minister  of  the  crown  to  intimate  that  he  had 
obsequiously  followed  a  chief  like  Grafton,  or  yielded  his 
judgment  to  the  king. 

Lord  George  Germain  was  fitly  selected  to  deliver  the  mes- 
sage of  the  commons  at  the  bar  of  the  lords.  "  There  is  in 
the  address  one  paragraph  which  I  totally  disclaim,"  said  Kock- 
ingham ;  « I  will  risk  neither  life  nor  fortune  in  support  of  the 
measures  recommended.  Four  fifths  of  the  nation  are  op- 
posed to  this  address ;  for  myself,  I  shall  not  tread  in  the  steps 
of  my  noble  but  ill-fated  ancestor.  Lord  Strafford,  who  first 
courted  popular  favor,  and  then  deserted  the  cause  he  had  em- 
barked in ;  as  I  have  set  out  by  supporting  the  cause  of  the 
people,  so  I  shall  never,  for  any  temptation  whatsoever,  desert 
or  betray  them." 

Mansfield,  as  if  in  concert  with  North,  took  the  occasion 
to  deny  having  advised  the  tea-tax;  ..nd  he  condemned  the 
act  as  the  most  absurd  that  could  be  imagined.  Camden,  too 
disclaimed  having  had  the  least  hand  in  the  measure.  "It  is 
mean,'|  said  Grafton,  "  for  him  at  this  time  to  screen  himself, 
and  shift  the  blame  off  his  own  shoulders,  to  lay  it  on  those  of 
others.  The  measure  was  consented  to  in  the  cabinet.  lie 
acquiesced  in  it;  he  presided  in  the  house  of  lords  when  it 
passed  througli  its  several  stages  ;  and  he  should  equally  share 
its  censure  or  its  merit." 
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A  passionate  debate  ensued,  dn  ring  which  Mansfield  praised 
the  Boston  port  act  and  its  attendant  mea-sures,  ineludincr  the 
regulating  act  for  Massachusetts,  as  worthy  to  be  gloried  in  for 
their  wisdom,  policy,  and  equity ;  but  he  denied  that  they 
were  m  any  degree  the  fruit  of  his  influence.  Now  as  they 
were  founded  on  his  legal  opinions,  Shelbume  insinuated  that 
Mansfield  s  disclaimer  was  in  substance  not  correct  Mans- 
field retorted  by  charging  Shelburne  with  uttering  gross  fals-- 
hoodsj  and  Shelburne  in  a  rejoinder  gave  the  iUustrious  jurist 

On  the  ninth  of  February  the  lord  chancellor,  the  speaker 
and  a  majority  of  the  lords  and  commons  went  in  state  to  the 
palace,  and,  in  the  presence  of  the  representatives  of  the  great 
powers  of  Europe,  presented  to  George  III.  their  joint  ad- 
dress      The  king,  in  his  reply,  pledged  himself  speedily  and 
effectually  to  enforce  "obedience  to  the  laws  and  the  author- 
ity of   the  supreme  legislature."      His  heart  was   hardened 
Having  just  heard  of  the  seizure  of  ammunition  in  New  Hamp- 
Blnre,  he  intended  that  his  language  should  "open  the  eyes 
of  the  deluded  Americans."     "If  it  does  not,"  said  he  to 
his  faltering  minister,  "  it  must  set  every  delicate  man  at  lib- 
erty to  avow  the  propriety  of  the  most  coercive  measures  » 
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CHAPTER  YIII. 

THE   SPIRIT  OP  NEW  ENGLAND. 

Feekuaky-Makcii  1775. 

On  the  day  on  which  the  king  received  the  address  of  par- 
Iiamen    the  members  of  the  second  provincial   congress  of 
Massachusetts,  about  two  hundred  and  fourteen  in  number 
appointed  eleven  men  as  their  committee  of  safety,  and  charged 
them  to  resist_  every  attempt  at  executing  the  acts  of  parlia- 
ment.    For  this  purpose  they  were  empowered  to  take  posses- 
sion of  the  warlike  stores  of  the  provhice,  to  make  retifms  of 
the  mihtia  and  minute-men,  and  to  muster  so  many  of  the 
mihtia  as  they  should  judge  necessary.     General  officers  were 
appointed  to  command  the  force  that  should  be  so  assembled, 
lurst  of  those  who  accepted  the  trust  was  Artemas  Ward,  a 
soldier  of  some  experience  in  the  French  war.    Next  him  as 
brigadier  stood  Seth  Pomeroy,  the  still  older  veteran,  who  had 
served  in  1745  at  the  siege  of  Louisburg. 
_      "Resistance  to  tyranny,"  thus  the  congress  addressed  the 
mhabitants  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  "becomes  the  Christian 
and  social  duty  of  each  individual.     Fleets,  troops,  and  everv 
implement  of  war  are  sent  into  the  province,  to  wrest  from 
you  that  freedom  which  it  is  your  duty,  even  at  the  risk  of 
your  lives,  to  hand  inviolate  to  posterity.     Continue  steadfast, 
and,  with  a  proper  sense  of  your  dependence  on  Cxod,  nobly 
defend  those  rights  which  heaven  gave,  and  no  man  ought  to 
take  from  us."  ° 

These  true  representatives  of  the  inhabitants  of  Massachu- 
setts  were  resolved  never  to  swerve  from  duty.  They  were 
frugal  even  to  parsimony,  makmg  the  scantiest  appropriations 
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ever  thought  of  by  a  nation  threatened  with  war;  yet  they 
held  their  property  and  their  blood  of  less  account  than  lib- 
erty.    They  were  startled  at  the  lightest  rusthng  of  impending 
danger;  but  they  could  not  be  moved  from  their  purpose  and 
no  more  trembled  than  the  granite  rock  which  seems  to  quiver 
with  the  flickering  shadow  of  the  drifting  cloud.     "Life  and 
liberty  shall  go  together,"  was  their  language.     "  Our  existence 
as  a  free  people  absolutely  depends  on  o^r  acting  with  spirit 
and  vigor,"  said  Joseph  Warren;  and  H  ;  ished  England  to 
know  that  the  Americans  had  courage  encugli  to  fight  for  their 
freedom.     «  The  people,"  said  Samuel  Adams,  "  wiU  defend 
their  liberties  with  dignity.     One  regular  attempt  to  subdue 
this  or  any  other  colony,  whatever  may  be  the  first  issue  of  the 
attempt,  will  open  a  quarrel  which  will  never  be  closed  till 
what  some  of  them  affect  to  apprehend,  and  we  truly  depre- 
cate, shall  take  effect." 

_  The  second  provincial  congress  before  its  adjournment  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  draw  up  in  the  recess  rules  and  regular 
tions  for  the  constitutional  army.     They  declined  to  levy  taxes 
m  form ;  but  they  recommended  the  inhabitants  to  pay  all 
their  province  tax  to  a  treasurer  of  their  appointment.     They 
re-elected  their  old  delegates  to  congress.     They  forbade  work 
or  supplies  for  the  English  troops,  saying,  «  we  may  be  driven 
to  the  hard  necessity  of  taking  up  arms  in  our  own  defence." 
They  urged  one  of  their  committees  to  prepare  militaiy  stores, 
and  directed  reviews  of  every  company  of  minute-men.   Aware 
of  the  design  of  the  ministry  to  secure  the  Canadians  and 
Indians,  they  authorized  communications  with  the  province 
of  Quebec  through  the  committee  of  correspondence  of  Bos- 
ton.    A  delegation  from  Connecticut  was  received,  and  meas- 
ures were  concerted  for  corresponding  with  that  and  aU  the 
other  colonies.     After  appointing  a  day  of  fasting,  enjoining 
the  colony  to  beware  of  a  surprise,  and  recommending  military 
discipline,  they  closed  a  session  of  sixteen  days. 

The  spies  of  Gage  found  the  people  eveiywhere  intent  on 
military  exercises,  or  listening  to  confident  speeches  from  their 
officers,  or  learaing  from  the  clergy  to  esteem  themselves  as  of 
the  tribe  of  Judah.  "  Behold,"  said  one  of  the  ministers  who 
preached  at  a  very  full  review  of  the  militia,  "  God  himself  is 
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us  tor  our  captain,  and  liis  priests  with  sounding  trumpets 
to  cry  a  arm."  The  EngUsh  he  thus  rebuked:  "O  children 
ot  Israel,  figlit  ye  not  against  the  Lord  God  of  your  fathers- 
lor  ye  shall  not  prosper."  ' 

On  these  bustling  preparations  of  men  who  Iiad  no  artil- 
leiy,  few  muskets  with  bayonets,  and  no  treasury,  the  loyalists 
looked  with  derision,  never  doubting  the  power  of  Great  Brit- 
am  to  crush  every  movement  of  insurrection.     Daniel  Leonard, 
ot  Taunton,  speaking  for  them  all,  held  up  the  spectres  of 
high  treason,"  "actual  rebelhon,"  and  "anarchy."     He  ran 
through  the  history  of  the  strife ;  argued  that  it  was  reasonable 
tor  America  to  share  in  the  national  burden  as  in  the  national 
beneht ;  that  there  was  no  oppressive  exercise  of  the  power  of 
parliament ;  that  the  tax  of  threepence  on  tea  was  no  tyranny, 
since  a  duty  of  a  shiUing,  imposed  as  a  regulation  of  trade 
had  just  been  taken  off ;  that  the  bounties  paid  in  England  on 
American  produce  exceeded  the  American  revenue  more  than 
tourlold;  that  no  grievance  was  felt  or  seen;  that,  in  the  uni- 
versal prosperity,  the  merchants  in  the  colonies  were  rich  the 
yeomanry  affluent,  the  humblest  able  to  gain  an  estate ;  'that 
the  population  doubled  in  twenty-five  years,  building  cities  in 
the  wilderness,  and  interspersing  schools  and  colleges  through 
the  continent ;  that  the  country  abounded  with  infallible  marks 
ot  opulence  and  freedom ;  that  even  James  Otis  had  admitted 
the  authority  of  parliament  over  the  colonies,  and  had  proved 
the  necessity  and  duty  of  obedience  to  its  acts ;  that  resistance 
to  parliament  by  force  would  be  treason ;  that  rebels  would 
deservedly  be  cut  do^v^^  like  grass  before  the  scythe  of  the 
mower,  while  the  gibbet  and  the  scaffold  would  make  away 
with  those  whom  the  sword  should  spare ;  that  Great  Britain 
was  resolved  to  maintain  the  power  of  parliament,  and  was 
able  to  do  so ;  that  the  colonies  south  of  Pennsylvania  had 
barely  men  enough  to  govern  their  numerous  slaves,  and  defend 
themselves  against  the  Indians ;  that  the  northern  colonies  had 
no  military  stores,  nor  money  to  procure  them,  nor  discipline, 
nor  subordination,  nor  generals  capable  of  opposing  officers 
bred  to  arms  ;  that  five  thousand  British  troops  would  prevail 
against  fifty  thousand  Americans ;  that  the  British  navy  on  the 
iirst  aay  of  war  would  be  master  of  their  trade,  fisheries,  navi- 
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gution,  and  maritime  tovvns;  that  the  Canadians  and  sava^^ea 
would  prey  upon  the  back  settlements,  so  that  a  regular  army 
could  devastate  the  land  like  a  whirlwind ;  that  the  colonies 
never  would  unite,  and  New  England,  perhaps  Massachu- 
setts, would  be  left  to  fall  alone;  that  even  in  Massachusetts 
thousands  among  the  men  of  property,  and  others,  would  flock 
to  the  royal  standard,  while  the  province  would  be  drenched  in 
tne  blood  of  rebels. 

Kindling  with  indignation  at  these  dastardly  menaces,  John 
Adams  employed  the  fruits  of  his  long  study  of  the  British 
aw,  the  constitution,  and  of  natural  right,  to  vindicate  the 
true  sentiments  of  New  England  in  this  wise  • 

for  KW^'^'Tf '  ^""'T  '''*"''  ''''^^  ''  ^^™«^^  ^^  advocate 
tor  liberty.    The  people  can  understand  and  feel  the  difference 

between  true  and  false,  right  and  wrong,  virtue  and  vice.     To 

the  sense  of  his  difference  the  friends  of  mankind  appeal. 

rl.l.  ;  1  \r^  ^'^  T*""'"  "'"  "^^''^^J  that  kings  have  but  a 
delegated  authority,  which  the  people  may  resume,  are  the 
revolution  principles  of  1G88;  are  the  principles  of  Aristotle 
and  riato,  of  Livy  and  Cicero,  of  Sidney,  Harrington,  and 
Locke,  of  nature  and  eternal  reason. 

"If  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain  had  all  the  natural 
foundations  of  authority,  wisdom,  goodness,  justice,  power, 
would  not  an  unlimited  subjection  of  three  millions  of  people 
to  that  pariiament,  at  three  thousand  miles  distance,  be  real 
slavery  ?  But,  when  both  electors  and  elected  are  become  cor- 
nipt  you  would  be  the  most  abject  of  slaves  to  the  worst  of 
masters. 

"All  America  is  united  in  sentiment.    TOen  a  masterly 
statesman,  to  whom  she  has  erected  a  statue  in  lier  heart  for 
his  integrity,  fortitude,  and  perseverance  in  her  cause,  invented 
a  committee  of  correspondence  in  Boston,  did  not  every  colony 
nay  every  county,  city,  hundred,  and  town,  upon  the  whole 
continent  adopt  the  measure  as  if  it  had  been  a  revelation  from 
above?    Look  over  the  resolves  of  the  colonies  for  the  past 
year  ;  you  will  see  that  o.ne  understanding  governs,  one  heart 
animates  the  whole.     The  mighty  questions  of  the  revolution 
of  1G88  weredetermined  in  the  convention  of  parliament  by 
small  majorities  of  two  or  three,  and  four  or  five  only  •  the 
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almost  unanimity  in  the  colonial  as3embli3s,  and  especially  in 
the  contmental  congress,  are  the  clearest  demonstration  of  the 
cordial  and  indissoluble  union  of  the  colonies. 

"If  Great  Britain  were  united,  she  could  not  subdue  a 
country  a  thousand  leagues  off.  But  Great  Britain  is  not 
united  against  us.  Millions  in  England  and  Scotland  think  it 
unrighteous,  impolitic,  and  ruinous  to  make  Av%ar  upon  us  •  and 
a  minister,  though  he  may  have  a  marble  heart,  will  proceed 
with  a  desponding  spirit. 

"I  would  ask  by  what  law  the  parliament  has  authority 
over  America?  By  the  law  in  the  Old  and  New  Testament 
It  has  none ;  by  the  law  of  nature  and  nations  it  has  none  • 
by  the  common  law  of  England  it  has  none;  by  statute  law 
1.  has  none;  the  declaratory  act  of  ITGG  v.as  made  without  our 
consent  by  a  parliament  which  had  no  authority  beyond  the 

"If  Great  Britain  has  protected  the  colonies,  all  the  profits 
of  our  trade  centred  in  her  lap.  If  she  has  been  a  nLng 
mother  to  us,  we  have,  as  nursed  children  commonly  do,  been 
very  fond  of  her,  and  rewarded  her  aU  along  tenfold  for  her 

"  We  mw  England  men  do  not  derive  our  laws  from  par- 
hament,  nor  from  common  law,  but  from  the  law  of  nature 
and  the  compact  made  with  the  king  in  our  charters.  It  may 
as  well  be  pretended  that  the  people  of  Great  Britain  can  for- 
feit their  privileges,  as  the  people  of  this  province.  If  the 
contract  of  state  is  broken,  the  people  and  king  of  England 
must  recur  to  nature.     It  is  the  same  in  this  province. 

Ihe  two  characteristics  of  this  people,  religion  and  hu- 
manity, are  strongly  marked  in  all  their  proceedino-g.  We  are 
not  exciting  a  rebellion.  Eesistance  by  arms  against  usurpa- 
tion  and  lawless  violence  is  not  rebellion  by  the  law  of  God  or 
the  land.     Eesistance  to  lawful  authority  makes  rebellion. 

Ieh7s  ^'''"'  ^''^'''•^'  ™*'  ^''"'''''  ^^"°^'°°'  ^^"^  ^° 

"  This  people,  under  great  trials  and  dangers,  have  discov- 
ered great  abilities  and  virtues,  and  that  nothing  is  so  terrible 
to  them  as  the  loss  of  their  liberties.  They  act  for  America 
and  posterity.     If  there  is  no  possible  medium  between  abso- 


] 


f 


m 


128         AMERICA  AKMS  FOR  SELF-DEFENCE,      ep.  in. ;  en.  vm. 

lute  independence  and  subjection  to  the  authority  of  parlia- 
ment  all  North  America  are  convinced  of  their  independence, 
and  determnied  to  defend  it  at  all  hazards." 

On  the  tenth  of  February,  after  the  speaker  had  reported 
to  the  house  of  commons  the  answer  to  their  address,  Lord 
North  presented  a  message  from  the  king,  asking  tlie  auff- 
mentation  of  his  forces.  The  minister,  who  still  clung  to  the 
hope  of  reducing  Massachusetts  by  the  terrors  of  legislation 
next  proposed  to  restrain  the  commerce  of  New  England  and 
exclude  Its  fishermen  from  the  banks  of  Newfoundland  The 
best  ship-bmldcrs  in  the  world  were  at  Boston,  and  their  yards 
had  been  closed;  the  New  England  fishermen  were  now  to  be 
restramed  from  a  toil  in  which  they  excelled  all  nations 

"God  and  nature,"  said  Johnston,  " have  given  that  fishery 

w'T  fi°^  r^^  """^  ""^^  *^  ^^^•"    ^'^^^"^g  defended  the 
nght  of  the  Americans  to  fish  on  the  banks.     « If  rebellion  is 
resistance  to  government,"  said  Sir  George  Saville,  "it  must 
sometimes  be  justifiable.    May  not  a  people,  taxed  without 
their  consent  and  their  petitions  against  such  taxation  rejected 
their  charters  takca  away  without  a  hearing,  and  an  army  let 
loose  upon  them  Avithout  a  possibility  of  obtaining  justice,  be 
said  to  be  m  justifiable  rebelhon  ? "    But  the  ministerial  meas- 
ure, though  by  keeping  the  New  England  fishermen  at  home 
1     provided    recruits   for  an    insurgent    army,   was    carried 
through    all   Its  stages  by  great    majorities.      Bishop  New- 
ton, m  the    lords,  reasoned   "that  rebellion  is   the  sin  of 
witchcraft,  and  that  one  so  unnatural  as  that  of  New  Eng- 
land could  be  ascribed  to  nothing  less  than  diabolical  infat- 
nation." 

The  minister  of  France  requested  the  most  precise  orders 
to  all  British  naval  officers  not  to  annoy  the  commerce  of  the 
French  colonies.  "Such  orders,"  answered  Eochford,  "have 
been  given ;  and  we  have  the  greatest  desire  to  live  with  you 
in  the  most  perfect  friendship."  A  letter  from  Lord  Stor- 
mont,  the  British  ambassador  at  Paris,  was  cited  in  the  house 
of  lords  to  prove  that  France  equally  wished  a  continuance  of 
peace.  1  on  can  put  no  trust  in  Gallic  faith,"  replied  Rich- 
mond "  except  so  long  as  it  shall  be  their  interest  to  keep  their 
word."     To  this  Kochford,   the  secretary  of  state,  assented. 
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proving,  however,  from  Raynal's  History  of  the  Two  Indies 
that  It  was  not  for  the  interest  of  Franco  that  the  English  colo! 
mos  ehonM  throw  off  the  yoke.    The  ne.xt  courier  tL  to  the 

Briit      '■'•T      '  '^P'""'  """'  ""'""'■•  *■">  »PPO«tion  nor  the 
i^ritish  minister  put  faith  in  his  sincerity. 

ments  by  concession.    "  I  am  a  friend  to  holding  out  tlie  olive- 

thTir''  ""'•''"="  '°  ''''  P"^"*  minister,°"yet  I  belioTe 
tuat.  When  onee  vigorous  measures  appear  to  be  tlie  onlv 
means,  tlie  colonies  will  submit.  I  shlll  never  look  I7e 
nghtor  to  the  left,  but  steadily  pursue  that  track  which  my 
^nscience  dictates  to  be  the  right  one."    The  preparations  for 

Z  I'  'II""''  '"  ^"'"""^'  '»'*  1"^  ""-^^nted  that  the 
commandos  of  the  naval  and  mihtar^  forces  might  be  invested 

measure  to  be  proposed  by  Lord  North.    From  Fra^cUn 
whose  aid  in  the  scheme  was  earnestly  desired,  the  S; 

e~brar^^d"°  '^"-^ '"" '°-'  "■"°-^'  "*  — -  *"- 

Franklin  expressed  his  approbation  of  the  proposed  com- 

sZth'tr    °^^°^"I»-  -  o-  of  its  membei;  and  To 
smooth  the  way  to  eonciliation,  he  offered  the  payment  of  an 

1  T  f, ,"  """  ^f "  ^™P^"y'  P™"<1«'J  the  Massachusetts 
aete  should  be  repealed.     "  Without  the  entity  repeal,"  said  he 

thin    rr '^'  t  rf  P?''"'"'  '''  "^  ""  y°"  f^«^'^  fi-^t.  and 
then  If  you  don't  hke  them,  we  will  consider."    On  the  eigh- 

teenth  of  February,  Lord  Howe  entreated  Franklin  "to  ac- 
company him,  and  eo-operate  mth  Mm  in  the  great  work  of 
reeoncihation ; "  and  he  coupled  his  request  with  a  promise  of 
ample  appointments  and  subsequent  rewards.    "Accepting 
favors,"  replied  the  American,  "would  destroy  the  iiifluencf 
you  propose  to  use ;  but  let  me  see  your  propositions,  and,  if 
I  approve  of  them,  I  will  hold  myself  ready  to  accomp;ny  ™u 
at  an  hour's  warning."    His  own  opimons,  which  he  Upu" 
posely  reduced  to  writing  and  signed  with  his  own  hand,  were 
commumeated  through  Lord  Howe  to  Lord  North,  with^S! 
ast  word :    "  They  that  can  gi.e  up  e^ntial  libert;  tTobS^ 
a  htt.e  temporary  safety  deserve  neither  liberty  nor  s.afety. 
The  lfa.,s.,ehusetts  must  suffer  all  Uie  hazards  and  misehiefe 
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of  war,  ratlier  tlian  admit  the  alteration  of  their  charter  and 
laws  by  parliament." 

The  minister  dreading  the  conflict  with  America,  jet  dread- 
ing still  more  a  conflict  with  his  colleagues,  Franklin  was  in- 
formed on  the  twentieth  that  his  principles  and  those  of  parlia- 
ment were  as  vet  too  wide  from  each  other  for  discussion ;  and 
on  the  same  day  Lord  North,  armed  with  the  king's  consent 
in  writing,  astounded  the  house  of  commons  by  proposing  a 
plan  of  conciliation  formed  on  the  principle  that  parliament, 
if  the  colonies  would  tax  themselves  to  its  satisfaction,  would 
impose  on  them  no  duties  except  for  the  regulation  of  com- 
merce.   A  storm  of  opposition  ensued,   which  Lord  North 
could  not  quell ;  and  for  two  hours  ho  seemed  in  a  minority. 
"The  plan  should  have  been  signed  by  John  Hancock  and 
Otis,"  said  Eigby.     Welbore  Ellis,   and  others,   particularly 
yoimg  Acland,    declared  against  him  loudly  and    roughly. 
"Whether  any  colony  will  come  in  on  these  terms  I  know 
not,"  said  Lord  North;  "but  it  is  just  and  humane  to  give 
them  the  option.     If  one  consents,  a  link  of  the  great  chain  is 
broken.     If  not,  it  will  convince  men  of  justice  and  humanity 
at  home  that  in  America  they  mean  to  throw  off  all  depend- 
ence."   Jenkinson  reminded  the  house  that  Lord  North  stood 
on  ground  chosen  by  Grenville;  but  the  Bedford  party  none 
the  less  threatened  to  vote  against  the  minister,  till  Sir  Gilbert 
Elliot,  the  well-known  friend  of  the  king,  came  to  his  rescue, 
and  secured  for  the  motion  a  large  majority.     To  recover  his 
lost  ground  with  the  extreme  supporters  of  authority,  North 
joined  with  Suffolk  and  Rochford  in  publishing  "a  paper  de- 
claring his  intention  to  make  no  concessions." 

^  "If  fifty  thousand  men  and  twenty  millions  of  money," 
said  David  Hume,  "  were  intrusted  to  such  a  lukewarm  cow- 
ard as  Gage,  they  never  could  produce  any  effect."  The  army 
in  Boston  was  to  be  raised  to  ten  thousand  men,  and  the  gen- 
eral to  be  superseded  on  account  of  his  incapacity  to  direct  such 
a  force.  Amherst  declined  the  service,  unless  the  army  should 
be  raised  to  twenty  thousand  men ;  the  appointment  of  Will- 
iam Howe  was  therefore  made  public.  He  possessed  no  one 
quality  of  a  great  general,  and  was  selected  for  his  name 
and  his  relationship  to  the  king.     On  receiving  the  offer  of 
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the  command,  ho  asked:  "Is  it  a  proposition  or  an  order 
from  the  king?"  and  wlien  told  an  order,  he  replied  it  was 
his  duty  to  obey  it.  "  You  should  have  refused  to  go  against 
this  people,"  cried  the  voters  of  Nottingham,  with  whom  he 
broke  faith.  « Your  brother  died  there  in  the  cause  of  free- 
dom ;  they  have  shown  their  gratitude  to  your  name  and  fam- 
ily by  erecting  a  monument  to  him."  "  We  cannot  wish  suc- 
cess to  the  undertaking,"  said  many  more.  Lord  Howe,  the 
admiral,  was  announced  as  commander  of  the  naval  forces  and 
pacificator ;  for  it  was  pretended  that  the  olive-branch  and  the 
sword  were  to  be  sent  together. 

Of  the  two  major-generals  who  attended  Howe,  the  first 
in  rank  was  Henry  Clinton,  son  of  a  former  governor  in  New 
York,  related  to  the  families  of  Newcastle  and  Bedford,  and 
connected  by  party  with  the  ministry.  The  other  was  John 
Burgoyne,  who  in  the  last  war  served  in  Portugal  with  spirit, 
and  was  brave  even  to  rashness.  He  had  a  talent  for  vivid 
narrative,  and  wrote  comedies  that  pleased  in  their  day.  In 
parliament  he  was  taken  for  an  opponent  of  the  ministry ;  but, 
he  had  spoken  and  voted  against  the  repeal  of  the  tax  on  tea,, 
and  had  pronounced  the  Americans  "children  spoiled  by  too, 
much  indulgence;"  so  that,  without  flagrant  inconsistency,  he: 
could  promise  Lord  North  "to  be  his  steady,  zealous,  and' 
active  supporter."  "  I  am  confident,"  said  he,  in  the  house  of 
commons,  "  there  is  not  an  ofiicer  or  soldier  in  the  king's  ser- 
vice who  does  not  think  the  parliamentary  right  of  Great  Brit- 
ain a  cause  to  fight  for,  to  bleed  and  die  for." 

_  In  reply  to  Burgoyne,  Henry  Temple  Luttrell,  whom  curi- 
osity once  led  to  travel  many  hundreds  of  miles  along  the 
flourishing  and  hospitable  provinces  of  the  continent,  bore  tes- 
timony to  their  temperance,  urbanity,  and  spirit,  and  predicted 
that,  if  set  to  the  proof,  they  would  evince  the  magnanimity 
of  republican  Rome. 

While  providing  for  a  re-enforcement  to  its  army,  England' 
enjoined  the  strictest  watchfulness  on  its  consuls  and  agents  in 
every  part  of  Europe  to  intercept  all  munitions  of  war  des- 
tined for  the  colonies.  The  British  envoy  in  Holland,  with 
dictatorial  menaces,  required  the  states  general  of  Holland  to. 
forbid  their  subjects  from  so  much  as  transporting  military 
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stores  to  the  West  Indies  beyond  the  absolute  wants  of  their 
own  colonies.  Of  the  French  government,  preventive  meas- 
ures were  requested  in  the  most  courteous  words. 

An  English  vessel  bore  to  the  colonies  news  of  Lord 
North's  proposal,  iu  the  confident  belief  that  they  would  be 
divided  by  the  mere  hint  of  giving  up  the  point  of  taxation. 
"The  plan,"  said  Chatham,  "will  be  spurned,  and  every- 
thing but  justice  and  reason  prove  vain  to  men  like  the  Ameri- 
cans."    "It  is  impossible,"  said  Fox,  "to  use  the  same  resolu- 
tion to  make  the  Americans  believe  the  right  of  taxing  will  be 
given  up,  and  the  mother  country  that  it  will  be  maintained." 
Franklin  sent  advice  to  Massachusetts  by  no  means  to  begin 
war  without  the  approval  of  the  continental  congress,  unless 
on  a  sudden  emergency;  "but  New  England  alone,"  said  he, 
"can  hold  out  for  ages  against  this  country,  and,  if  they  are 
firm  and  united,  in  seven  years  will  win  the  day."     "  By  wis- 
dom and  courage  the  colonies  will  find  friends  everywhere;"- 
thus  he  wrote  to  James  Bowdoin  of  Boston,  as  if  predicting  a 
French  alHance.     "  The  eyes  of  all  Christendom  are  now  upon 
us,  and  our  honor  as  a  people  is  become  a  matter  of  the  utmost 
•consequence.     If  we  tamely  give  up  our  rights  in  this  contest, 
a  century  to  come  will  not  restore  us  in  the  opinion  of  the 
world;  we  shall  be  stamped  with  the  character  of  dastards,  pol- 
troons, and  fools ;  and  be  despised  and  trampled  upon,  not  by 
this  haughty,  insolent  nation  only,  but  by  all  mankind.     Pres- 
ent inconveniences  are  tnerefore  to  be  borne  Avith  fortitude, 
and  better  times  expected." 

The  friends  of  the  British  government  in  New  York  were 
found  only  on  the  surface.     The  Dutch  Americans  formed  the 
basis  of  the  population,  and  were  animated  by  the  example  of 
their  fathers,  who  had  proved  to  the  world  that  a  small  people 
under  great  discouragements  can  found  a  repubhc.    By  tem- 
perament moderate  but  inflexible,  little  noticed  by  the  govern- 
ment, they  kept  themselves  noiselessly  in  reserve.     The  set- 
tlers in  New  York  from  New  England  and  the  mechanics  of 
the  city  were  almost  to  a  man  enthusiasts  for  resistance.    The 
landed  aristocracy  was  divided ;  but  the  Dutch  and  the  Scotch 
Presbyterians,  especially  Schuyler  of  Albany  and  the  aged 
Livingston  of  Khmebeck,  never  hesitated  to  tisk  the.    estates 
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in  tl»  ca«^  of  iulierited  fi-eodom.    In  no  colony  did  English 
Yo™         ''''  "^  ""  'y'^P'^'^y^  *^  people  than  in  New 

defianJ'Tw'  *'"  ^'"'  ^'^^'  '"''™"''=''  ^"*'*  '"™»'^'=«  "'«> 
defiance.  ^     We  cannot  part  with  Uberty  but  with  our  lives  " 

said  the  inhabitants  of  Botetourt.    "  Our  duty  to  God  ow 
country  ourselves,  and  our  posterity,  all  forbid  it.     We  stand 
prep^-ed  for  every  contingency."    The  dwellers  on  the  waters 
ot  the  Shenandoah,  meeting  at  Staunton,  commended  the  Vir- 
gima  ddegates  to  the  applause  of  succeeding  ages,  their  exam- 
ple to  the  hearts  of  every  Virginian  and  every  American, 
lor  my  part,"  said  Adam  Stephen,  "before  I  would  submit 
my    ife,  liberty,  and  property  to  the  arbitrary  disposal  of  a 
venal  anstocraey,  I  would  sit  myself  down  with  a  few  friends 
upon  some  rich  and  healthy  spot,  six  hundred  miles  toT 
westwai-d,  and  there  form  a  settlement  which  inTshorf tine 
would  command  respect."  ™ 

fr.^V'VfT  "^  ^^™"^  '""S''^'*  "^  *%  ^"'^'i  tto  distant 
t  ead  of  elustenng  troops  of  adventurers,  who,  under  a  g  an 

from  the  CJierokees,  prepared  to  take  possession  of  the  mead 

ows  .and  undulating  table-land  th::t  nature  had  clothed  with  its 

nchest  grasses     Their  views  extended  to  planting  compa^  e 

of  farmers,  and  erecting  iron-works,  a  salt  manuffctoi/gAt 

m  lis,  and  saw-mills ;  the  culture  of  the  fertile  region  wa^  fo  be 

fostered  by  premiu„«  for  the  heaviest  crop  of  com,  and  fo 

he  emigrant  who  should  drive  out  the  greatest  number  of 

erriLv  "  viir"         a""  "°"  '"  """"Py  "  "'"*  »«»'  desirable 
territory    will  carry  Amencau  independence  to  the  Wabash 
the  Detroit,  and  the  Mississippi.  ' 

At  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  the  association  was  puncta- 
ally  enforced.    A  ship-load  of  near  three  hundred  slaves  was 
sent  on  of  the  colony  by  the  consignee ;  even  househo  d  fu  ™ 
tare  and  horses,  though  they  had  been  in  use  in  England  conU 

.  T/'°  ^te"-  at  Boston  was  the  miidest  ever  known ;  and  in 
tins  the  gracious  interposition  of  heaven  was  i..ogn°.d  " 
All  the  towns  in  Massachusetts,  nearly  all  in  JS^ew  EnAnd. 
and  .ome  m  every  colony,  ministered  to  the  wants  of  B°oston' 
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Kelief  came  even  from  England.  "Call  me  an  enthusiast," 
said  Samuel  Adams;  "this  union  among  the  colonies  and 
warmth  of  affection  can  be  attributed  to  nothing  less  than  the 
agency  of  the  Supreme  Being.  If  we  believe  that  he  super- 
intends and  directs  the  affairs  of  empires,  we  have  reason  to 
expect  the  restoration  and  establishment  of  the  public  liber- 
ties." 

On  Sunday,  the  twenty-sixth  of  Februaiy,  two  or  three 
hundred  soldiers,  under  the  command  of  Leslie,  sailed  from 
Castle  Wilham,  landed  clandestinely  at  Marblehead,  and  bur- 
ned to  Salem  m  quest  of  military  stores.     Not  finding  them 
there,  the  officer  marched  toward  Danvers ;  but  at  the  river  he 
found  the  bridge  drawn  up,  and  was  kept  waiting  for  an  hour 
and  a  half,  while  tlie  stores,  insignificant  in  amount,  were  re- 
moved to  a  place  of  safety.     Then,  having  pledged  his  honor 
not  to  advance  more  than  thirty  yards  on  the  other  side,  he 
was  allowed  to  march  his  troops  across  the  bridge.     The  alarm 
spread  through  the  neighborhood,  while  Leslie  hastily  retraced 
nis  steps. 

At  this  time  the  British  ministry  received  news  of  the 
vote  in  the  New  York  assembly,  refusing  to  consider  the  reso- 
lutions of  congress.     The  confidence  of  the  king  reached  its 
chmax;  and  he  spared  no  pains  to  Avin  the  colony.     In  a  let- 
ter from  the  secretary  of  state,  New  York  was  praised  for  its 
attempts  toward  a  reconciliation  with  the  mother  country  •  in 
a  pnvate  letter,  Dartmouth  enjoined  upon  Golden  to  exert'his 
address  to  facilitate  the  acceptance  of  Lord  North's  conciliatorv 
resolutions.     Like  dii-ections  were  sent  to  the  governors  of 
every  colony  except  Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island. 

How  complete  was  the  general  confidence  that  the  great 
majonties  m  parliament  would  overawe  the  colonies  appeared 
on  the  sixth  of  March,  when  the  bill  depriving  New  E---. 
land  of  her  fisheries  was  to  be  engrossed.  Even  Lord  IIovvo 
spoke  for  it  as  the  means  of  bringing  the  disobedient  prov- 
inces to  a  sense  of  their  duty,  without  involving  a  civil  war 
Fox  replied:  "As  by  this  act  all  means  of  acquiring  a  live^ 
hhood  or  of  receiving  provisions,  is  cut  off,  no  alternative 
13  left  but  starving  or  rebellion.  If  the  act  should  not  produce 
universal  acquiescence,  I  defy  anybody  to  defend  the  policy 
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_  America  will  not  submit.     New  York  only  differs 

m  the  modes ';  ;'The  aet,"  said  Dundas,  the  solieitor'generS 
of  Scotland,  is  just,  because  provoked  by  the  most  criminal 
disobedience ;  ,s  merciful,  because  that  disobedience  would 
have  justified  the  severest  military  execution.  When  it  is  said 
no  alternative  is  left  to  them  but  to  starve  or  rebel,  this  is  not 
tlie  tact ;  for  there  is  another  way,  to  submit."  Tiie  kinff  on 
receiving  an  account  of  "the  languor  of  opposition"  during 
the  debate,  wrote  to  Lord  JS^orth:  "I  am  convinced  the  lin^ 
adoptea  in  American  affairs  will  be  crowned  with  success  " 

These  words  fell  from  George  III.  on  the  day  on  which 
Boston  commemorated  the  "massacre"  of  its  citizens,  with 
Joseph  Warren  for  its  orator.     His  subject  was  the  baleful 
effects  of  standing  armies  in  time  of  peace;  and  it  was  to  be 
de  ivered  to  the  town  in  a  town-meeting,  contrary  to  an  act  of 
pariiament  which  Gage  was  sent  to  Boston  to  enforce.     In  the 
crowd  which  thronged  to  the  Old  South  meeting-house  ap! 
peared  about  forty  British  officers  of  the  army  and  navy ;  these 
feamuel  Adams,  the  moderator,  received  with  studied  coirtesv 
placing  them  all  near  the  orator,  some  of  them  on  the  platform 
above  the  pulpit  stairs.     Conspicuously  seated,  they  listened 
to  a  vivid  picture  of  the  night  of  the  massacre,  after  which 
\v  arren  proceeded : 

^      "  Our  streets  are  again  filled  Anth  anned  men,  our  harbor 
IS  crowded  with  ships-of-war ;  but  these  cannot  intimidate  us; 
our    iberty  must  be  preserved;   it  is  far  dearer  than  life 
Should  America  be  brought  into  vassalage,  Britain  must  lose 
her  freedom;  her  liberty,  as  well  as  ours,  will  eventually  be 
preserved  by  the  virtue  of  America.     The  attempt  of  parlia- 
ment to  raise  a  revenue  from  America  and  our  denial  of  their 
right_  to  do  It  have  excited  an  almost  universal  inquiry  into 
he  rights  of  British  subjects  and  of  mankind.     The  mutila. 
tion  of  our  charter  has  made  every  other  colony  jealous  for 
I  s  ovvn.     Even  the  sending  troops  to  put  these  Li  in  execu- 
tion is  not  without  advantages  to  us;  the  exactness  and  beauty 

of  X^;t!!Z^'  ^"^ '-'''' '-'''  -'- '-  ''^  p-^^' 

S2Z  ''T7,''  ^"  ^^g^r;  ««r  enemies  are  numerous 
and  powerful;  but  we  have  many  friends;  and,  determining 
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to  decide  the  im]wrtant  question,  on  which  rests  tho  liap.u 
and  liberty  of  millions  yet  unborn.  Act  worthy  of  yoursclvcH 
"My  fellow-citizens,  I  know  you  want  not  zeal  or  forti- 
tude. You  will  maintain  your  rights  or  perish  in  the  lyener- 
ous  struggle.  You  will  never  decline  tho  combat  when  free- 
dom IS  tho  pri;ce.  An  independence  of  Great  Britain  is  not 
our  aim,  but  if  pacific  measures  are  ineffectual,  and  it  appeara 
that  tho  only  way  to  safety  is  through  fields  of  blood,  I  know 
you  will  undauntedly  press  forward,  until  tyranny  is  trodden 
under  foot." 

At  tho  motion  for  "  appointing  an  orator  for  tho  ensuiuff 
year  to  commemorate  the  horrid  massacre,"  tho  officers  of  tho 
army  and  navy  who  heard  tho  oration  began  to  hiss.  The  in- 
sult exasperated  tlie  assembly  ;  but  Adams,  with  imperturbable 
calmness,  restored  order,  and  the  vote  was  taken 

Officei-s  and  soldiers  of  tho  maddened  army  lono-ed  for 
revenge     An  honest  countryman  from  Billerica,  'inquiring  for 
a  firelock,  was  offered  an  okl  one  by  a  private ;  but,  as  soon  as 
he  had  bought  it,  he  was  seized  for  having  violated  an  act  of 
pa;i'liament  against  trading  with  soldiei-s,  and  confined  during 
the  night  in  the  guard-room.     The  next  day  he  w.is  taiTcd  and 
feathered,  labelled  on  the  back  "American  liberty,  or  a  speci- 
men of  democracy,"  and  carted  through  the  principal  streets 
ot  the  town,  accompanied  by  a  guard  of  twenty  men  with 
fixed  l>ayonets;  by  a  mol)  of  officers,  among  whom  was  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel  Nesbit;  and  by  all  the  drums  and  fifes  of  tho 
torty-seventh,  playing  Yankee  Doodle. 

^  "  See  what  indignities  we  suffer  rather  than  precipitate  a 
cnsis,  wrote  Samuel  Adams  to  Virginia.  The  soldiers  seemed 
encouraged  to  provoke  the  people,  that  they  might  give  some 
color  for  beginning  hostilities. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

THE  KINO   AWAITS   NEWS  OF   SUCCESS. 

Makcii-May  1775. 

DuRiNo  tills  angry  strife  between  the  citizens  and  soldlera 
at  Boston,  Lord  Howe  at  London  broke  off  negotiations  with 
l<rankhn  and  the  ministry  used  the  pen  of  Samuel  Johnson  to 
inflame  tlie  public  mind.     Johnson  was  a  poor  man's  son,  and 
had  tasted  the  bitter  cup  of  extreme  indigence.     From  his 
father  he  inherited  "the  vile  mel•^ncholy  that  made  him  mad 
all  his  hfe,  at  least  not  sober."     For  years  he  had  gained  a  pre- 
carious support  as  an  author.     lie  had  escaped  a'  prison  for  a 
trifle  ho  owed  by  begging  an  alms  of  Richardson,  and  had 
known  what  it  is  from  sheer  want  to  go  without  a  dinner 
«irough  all  his  sufferings  preserving  a  rugged  independence.' 
Ihe  name  of  the  retired  and  uncourtly  scholar  was  venerable 
wherever  the  English  was  spoken,  by  his  full  display  of  that 
language  in  a  dictionary,  written  amid  inconvenience  and  dis- 
traction, in  sickness,  sorrow,  and  gloomy  solitude,  with  little 
assistance  of  the  learned  and  no  patronage  of  the  great    When 
better  days  came,  he  loved  and  cared  for  the  poor  as  few  else 
love  them.    It  were  to  have  been  wished  that  a  man  who  com- 
plained of  his  life  as  "radically  wretched,"  and  who  was  so 
tenderly  sensitive  to  the  wretchedness  of  others,  should  have 
been  able  to  feel  for  the  wrongs  of  an  injured  people ;  but  he 
consented  to  be  employed  by  the  ministry  to  defend  the  taxa- 
tion of  America  by  pariiament ;  and  the  task  was  congenial  to 
Ins  hate  of  the  Puritans  and  his  life-long  political  creed 

^^  The  Bostonians  had  declared  to  the  general  congress  their 
^vi.ungnes3  to  resign  their  opulent  town,  and  wander  into  the 
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Bro7^-ir"f-  ,  "A'^'"-'-'ed  Johnson,  "the  heroes  of 
Uoaton  will  only  leave  good  liouses  to  wiser  men."    To  the 
complamts  of  their  liability  to  be  earried  ont  of  their  coun  ^ 
lor  tr,a    ho   answered:    "Wo  advise  them   not  to  offend/^^ 
When  ,t  ,v;as  urged  that  they  were  eondemnod  nnheard  he 
«erted:  "There  is  no  need  of  a  trial;  no  man  desires  to  hea 
olrfv    "i"^  already  seen."    Franklin  had  remained  b 
Gmt  Bntan.  for  no  reason  bnt  to  promote  eoneiliation ;  with 
a  ponderous  effort  at  mirth,  Johnson  pointed  at  him  L  the 
« master  omiseluef."     Bid  the  Americans  elain.  a  rZtoi 

mahgnity  1  The  nidignat.on  of  the  English  is  like  that  of  the 
Seythians  who,  retnnnng  from  war,  found  tl.omselves  excluded 
from  their  own  ho,Kes  by  tlieir  slaves."  Virginia  and  the 
Carohnas  had  shown  impatience  of  oppression.  ^'How  is  it  " 
asked  Johnson,  "that  we  hear  the  loudest  yelps  for  liberty 
among  the  dnvers  of  negroes  ?    The  slaves  should  be  set  W 

Lo  d  North  mchned  to  mercy :  "  Nothing,"  said  the  nioralist, 
C.U1  be  more  noxious  to  society  than  clemency  which  exacts 

tuin  out  the  Bntish  soldier  on  free  quarters  among  the  Ameri 
cans  remodel  all  their  charters,  and  take  away  their  politick 
prmleges.  Dickinson,  of  Pennsylvania,  had  insisted  tLt  the 
Americans  complained  only  of  innovations.  "  We  do  not  nut 
a  calf  mto  the  plough,"  wrote  Johnson ;  "  wo  wait  m  he  ist 
ritl  1  ^''J^'' ''r''^™'-'  t''"  Minify  bade  him  erase,  not  for  its 
nbaldry,  but  from  unwillingness  to  concede  that  the  calf  had 
been  spared ;  and  Johnson  obeyed,  eomp.aring  himself  to  I 

at  the  n,le  of  progression,  which  showed  that  America  m.,st 
one  day  c.xceed  Europe  in  population.  "Then,-  said  he  in 
dension,  "m  a  century  and  a  quarter  let  the  princes  of  the 
earth  tremble  m  their  palaces." 

The  pnre-minded  man,  who  in  a  sensual  ago  was  the  nuick- 
aner  of  rchgious  fervor,  the  preacher  to  the  po°or,  John  We  1  y 
came  forward  to  defend  the  systeni  of  the  court  with  the  ,,snil 

aTsHefa   M    '""'r?  "  ^'^^""^  '"-^^  «'«  world  be""] 
the  slues  that  he  could  not  brook  the  interruption  of  devout 
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gratitude  by  bloody  contests  in  this  stage  of  beino-.     The  rm> 
tare  between  the  English  and  the  Americans  was  growW 
wider  every  day,  and  to  him  the  total  defection  of  Americf 
was  I.e  evident  prelude  of  a  conspiracy  against  monarchy  of 
which  the  bare  thought  made  him  shudder.     "Ko  .1^0^ 
ments  under  heaven,"  said  he,  ''are  so  despotic  as  the  Lubt 
can ;  no  subjects  are  governed  in  so  arbitrary  a  manner  as  those 
of  a  commonwealth.     The  people  never  but  once,  in  all  history 
gave  the  sovereign  power,  and  that  was  to  Masaniello  of  Na- 
ples.    Our  sms  will  never  be  removed  till  we  fear  God  and 
iionor  the  king."     Wesley's  mental  constitution  was  not  robust 
enough  to  gaze  on  the  future  with  unblenched  calm.    He  could 
not  foresee  that  the  constellation  of  republics,  so  soon  to  rise  in 
tiie  wilds  of  America,  would  welcome  the  members  of  the 
society  which  he  was  to  found  as  the  pioneers  of  reliction  •  that 
the  breath  of  hberty  would  waft  their  messages  to  the  masses 
ot  the  peop  e;  would  encourage  them  to  collect  the  white  and 
the  negro,  slave  and  master,  in  the  greenwood,  for  counsel  on 
dmne  love  and  the  full  assurance  of  grace  ;  ai'id  would  carry 
the  r  consolation  and  songs  and  prayers  to  the  farthest  cabins 
in  the  wilderness.     To  the  gladdest  of  glad  tidings  for  the 
pohtical  regeneration  of  the  Avorld  Wesley  listened  with  trem- 
bling, as  to  the  fearful  bursting  of  the  floodgates  of  revolution 
111  the  house  of  lords,  Camden,  on  the  sixteenth  of  March' 
took  the  occasion  of  the  motion  to  commit  the  bill  depriving 
New  England  of  the  fisheries  to  reply  not  to  minister^  only! 
but  to  heir  pensioned  apologist,  in  a  speech  which  ^vas  admired 
m  England  and  gained  applause  of  Vergennes.    He  iustified 
the  union  of  the  Americans,  and  refuted  the  sugo-estion  that 
Kew  York  could  be  detached  from  it.     By  the  exttnt  of  Imt! 
ica,  the  numbei^  of  its  people,  their  solid,  firm,  and  indissoluble 
^ree„,ent  on  the  great  basis  of  liberty  and  justice,  and  the 
want  of  men  and  money  on  the  part  of  England,  he  proved 
that  England  must  fail  in  her  attempt  at  coercion,  that  the  ulti- 
mate  independence  of  America  was  inevitable.    "  Suppose  the 
colonies  do  abound  in  m.  n,"  replied  Sandwich ;  "  they  are  raw 
undisciplined,  and  cowardly.     I  wish,  instead  of  forty  or  fift; 
tasand  of  these  brave  fellows,  they  would  produce  in  the 
L„..  ai..,.^,fcu  tituuaaud;  the  more  the  better;  the 
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cMier  would  be  tl>e  conquest.  At  the  siege  of  Louisburg,  Sir 
Peter  Warren  found  what  egregious  cowards  they  were  bI 
We  me  ,ny  ords,  tlie  vcrj-  sound  of  a  cannon  would  send  them 

Imlv  ■■"*  /'" .'"'""  '"^'^  "'^■"•"  "« 'hen  ab.«d  the 
Amencans  for  not  paying  their  debts,  and  ascribed  their  asso- 
ciat,o„s  to  a  desire  to  defraud  their  creditors.    The  restrZt 

tTe  mMdr'/";'  '^''"'"  r  ^^*'"'^''  •'^  "  Bep,ar:to  bm  o 
the  middle  states  except  New  York,  and  to  So,,th  Carolina 

w.h  constant  assurances  that  the  Americans  would  not  fight' 

When  on    he  twenty-first  the  debate  was  renewed  and  the  bill 

passed  both  Rockingham  and  Shelbume,  the  old  whiganl  the 

ne,^  .nserted  in  their  protest  against  the  act  that  "tlfe  peel 

of  New  England  are  especially  entitled  to  the  fisheries." 

Frankhn,  as  he  heard  the  inveetite  of  Sandwich,  turned  on 

1.1S  heel ;  no  part  was  left  him  but  to  go  home.    The  French 

mmister  who  revered  his  supreme  ability,  sought  with  hTm 

z:^  "f;"" "  vp*^  '° ''-'"  ™t^  g™-  to  y  ^ 

iWabi  hn'T-  J''"\""  P^Mcnt  Jeannin  had  taken 
of  2  r  ,,Sp  '.°^^P^"^™™  ""d  fo™ing  the  government 
of  tl>e  [Jn.ted  Provinces ; "  and  the  reminiscence  cheered  him 
as  a  pred,ct,on.  "  But  then,"  subjoined  Gamier,  "  they  hav" 
neither  a  marme,  nor  allies,  nor  a  prince  of  Orange." 

For  some  hours  of  the  nineteenth,  his  last  day  in  London, 
Frankhn  was  engaged  with  Priestley  in  looking  over  American 
newq,„pers,  and  directing  him  what  to  extract'from  tC  for 
the  English  ones;  m  reading  them  he  was  frequently  not  able 

J^sS:  '"itrparrfthH "?«'« ^- 

Edmund  Burke.  H^  c^lp'tx;^;, :  ji:;:!; 

under  the  protection  of  England,  s.ayingf  "'The  BriM    m- 
d  sTan  ^     r  '  r'T'  "^  "  S''^"'  ''■°1"«  »  «-Wcl.  the  most 

ta  ten  t hf  r  ™  '""' "'  ™"  S"™™^*"  '^  '^'  "^'^^I'oli^ ; 
cure  to  f  .r™""  "^  S°"S  to  lose  the  means  which  se- 
cured to  them  this  rare  and  precious  advantage.  The  question 
with  then,  IS,  not  whether  they  are  to  remain  as  they  were  be" 
fore  the    roubles,  for  better  they  could  not  hope  to  be    but 
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So  parted  the  pat  champion  of  the  British  aristocracy  and 
the  man  of  the  American  people.  Burke  revered  Franklin 
to  t^^e  last  foretold  the  steady  brightening  of  his  fame,  and 
drew  from  his  mtegrity  the  hope  of  peace. 

The  next  morning  Franklin  posted  to  Portsmouth;  and 
before  Ins  departure  from  London  was  kno^Ti,  he  had  em- 
barked  for  Ph  ladelphia.      ^aiad  I  been  the  master,"  Td 
Hu^dnnson,  "his  embarkation  would  have  been  prevented." 
With  hs  superiority,"  said  Garnicr,  "  and  with  the  confidence 
of  the  Americans,  he  will  cut  out  work  enough  for  the  minis- 
ters who  have  persecuted  him."    Yergennes  felt  assured  he 
would  spread  a  general  conviction  that  the  British  ministry 
had  irrevocably  chosen  its  part,  and  had  left  America  no  choice 
out  independence. 

rers,  wi  b  the  liberal  statesmen  of  England,  witb  supporters  of 
ti>o  mnnstry  Franklin  bad  labored  on  all  'occasionsT^eZ 
djsmtcrostedly    and  long,  to  efEeet  reconciliation.     Its  te 
gleam  vamsbed  on  bis  disappearance.    Tbe  administration  at- 

S??I  !,""  "°  '"v^""  ""-^  '*"'=  '"'»'""y  t»  England. 
Bntnotbmg  deceives  like  jealousy;  be  perseveringly  endeav- 
o«do  open  the  eyes  of  tbe  king  and  bis  servant^  At  tl 
bar  of  tbe  bouse  of  commons  be  foretold  that  pereistenec  in 
taxation  would  compel  independence ;  it  was  for  tbe  use  of  tbe 
goTcniment  that  once  through  Straban  and  then  through  Lord 
Howe  be  exp  amed  the  American  question  witb  frankness  and 

n  T'-      "  ™*^  overreached  themselves  by 

not  behevmg  bm.    «  Speaking  tbe  truth  to  them  in  sincerity," 
6.-ud  Franklm,  "  was  my  onlv  finesse." 

nlntS  !f  '"""•"""f  ^'i*  *<=  British  government  he  contem- 
plated  the  eoui^e  of  events  as  calmly  as  he  would  have  watched 
a  piocess  of  nature.  H,s  judgment  was  quick  and  infallible  • 
his  eommumcations  prompt  and  precise  ;  his  frankness  perfect.' 
He  never  shunned  responsibility,  and  never  assumed  too  much 
Of  It.  His  single  breast  contained  tbe  spirit  of  bis  nation ;  and 
n  every  instance  his  answers  to  the  ministry  and  their  emis- 

tTeL™M  'T  ""'*,  *'"  ™'^^  "f  America  would  have  2- 
tated  could  be  have  taken  her  counsel  In  him  is  discerned 
no  deficiency  and  no  excess.    FuU  of  feeling,  even  to  passion, 


I",  *'( 

'  '  i! 

I  !    i' 

t'r  ■' 


'  1  *. 


I 


if 

i ! 


f! 


140         AMERICA  ARMS  FOR  SELF-DEFENCE,      ep.  in. ;  ch.  ix 

he  observed  and  reasoned  and  spoico  serenely.  Of  all  men 
lie  was  the  friend  to  peace ;  but  the  terrors  of  a  sanguinary 
civil  war  did  not  confuse  his  perceptions  or  impair  his  firm- 
ness. He  went  home  to  assist  in  the  estabUshment  of  indepen- 
dence, and,  through  independence,  of  peace. 

He  was  saihng  out  of  the  British  channel  with  a  fair  wind 
when,  on  the  twenty-second  of  March,  Edmund  Burke  speak- 
ing for  the  party  of  the  old  whigs,  who  had  mistakenly  ex- 
tended  the  revolution  principle  of  the  absolute  power  of  parlia- 
ment m  Britain  to  the  external  unrepresented  parts  of  the 
Enghsh  empire,  brought  forward  in  the  house  of  commons 
resolutions  for  conciliation  with  America.     He  began  by  pro- 
nouncmg  a  splendid  eulogy  on  the  colonies,  whose  rapid  growth 
from  families  to  communities,  from  villages  to  nations,  attended 
by  a  commerce,  great  out  of  all  proportion  to  their  numbers, 
had  added  to  England  in  a  single  hfe  ob  much  as  England  had 
been  growing  to  in  a  series  of  seventeen  hundred  years. 

The  subject  before  the  house  was  the  bill  prohibiting  Kew 
England  from  the  fisheries,  and  he  most  skilfully  made  his  way 
through  It  to  his  great  design,  saying:  "As  to  the  wealth 
winch  the  colonies  have  dra^vn  from  the  sea  by  their  fisheries 
pray  what  in  the  worid  is  equal  to  it  ?    Pass  by  the  other  parts' 
and  look  at  the  manner  in  which  the  people  of  New  England 
have  of  late  earned  on  the  whale  fishery.     While  we  follow 
them  among  the  tumbling  mountains  of  ice,  and  behold  them 
penetratmg  into  the  deepest  frozen  recesses  of  Hudson's  bay 
and  Davis's  straits,  we  hear  that  they  have  pierced  into  the 
opposite  region  of  polar  cold,  that  they  are  at  the  antipodes, 
and  engaged  under  the  frozen  serpent  of  the  South.     Falkland 
island,  which  seemed  too  remote  and  romantic  an  object  for 
the  grasp  of  national  ambition,  is  but  a  resting-place  in  the 
progress  of  their  victorious  industry.     Nor  is  the  equinoctial 
heat  more  discouraging  to  them  than  the  accumulated  winter 
of  both  the  poles.    While  some  of  them  draw  the  line  and 
strike  the  harpoon  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  others  pursue  their 
gigantic  game  along  the  coast  of  Brazil.    No  sea  but  what  is 
vexed  by  their  fisheries ;  no  climate  that  is  not  witness  to  their 
toils.     Neither  the  perseverance  of  Holland,  nor  the  activity 
of  France,  nor  the  dexterous  and  firm  sagacity  of  English  en- 
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torprise,  ever  carried  this  most  perilous  mode  of  hard  industry 
to  the  extent  to  which  it  has  been  pushed  by  this  recent  peo- 
ple—a people  who  are  still,  as  it  were,  but  in  the  gristle,  and 
not  yet  hardened  into  the  bone  of  manhood.  When  I  contem- 
plate these  things ;  when  I  know  that  the  colonies  in  general 
ovve  little  or  nothing  to  any  care  of  ours,  but  that,  through  a 
wise  and  salutary  neglect,  a  generous  nature  has  been  suffered 
to  take  her  own  way  to  perfection ;  when  I  see  how  profitable 
these  effects  have  been  to  us,  I  feel  all  the  pride  of  power 
molt  and  die  away  within  me.  My  rigor  relents.  I  pardon 
something  to  the  spirit  of  hberty. 

^ "From  six  capital  sources  :  descent,  form  of  government, 
religion  in  the  northern  provinces,  manners  in  the  southern, 
education,  the  remoteness  of  situation  from  the  first  mover  of 
government— from  all  these  causes  a  fierce  spirit  of  liberty  has 
grown  up.  It  looks  to  me  narrow  and  pedantic  to  apply  the 
ordinary  ideas  of  criminal  justice  to  this  great  public  contest. 
I  do  not  know  the  method  of  drawing  up  an  indictment  against 
a  whole  people. 

"  My  idea,  therefore,  without  considering  whether  we  yield 
as  matter  of  right,  or  grant  as  matter  of  favor,  is  to  admit  the 
people  of  our  colonies  into  an  interest  in  the  constitution.  A 
revenue  from  America !  You  never  can  receive  it,  no,  not  a 
shilling.  For  all  service,  whether  of  revenue,  trade,  or  empire, 
my  hold  of  the  colonies  is  in  the  close  affection  which  grows 
from  common  names,  from  kindred  blood,  from  similar  privi- 
leges, and  equal  protection.  Let  them  always  keep  the  idea  of 
their  civil  rights  associated  with  your  government,  they  will 
cling  and  grapple  to  you,  and  no  force  under  heaven  will  be 
of  power  to  tear  them  from  their  allegiance  ;  deny  them  this 
participation  of  freedom,  and  you  break  the  unity  of  the  empire. 
It  is  the  spirit  of  the  English  constitution,  which,  infused 
through  the  mighty  mass,  vivifies  every  part  of  the  empire, 
even  down  to  the  minutest  member.  Is  it  not  the  same  virtue 
which  does  everything  for  us  here  in  England  ? 

''  All  this,  I  know  well  enough,  will  sound  wild  and  chi- 
merical to  the  profane  herd  of  those  vulgar  and  mechanical 
politicians  who  think  that  nothing  exists  but  what  is  gross  and 
material :  and  who,  therefore,  *       * 
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directors  of  tlio  great  movement  of  empire,  arc  not  fit  to  turn 
a  wheel  in  the  machine.  But  these  ruling  and  maater  princi- 
ples are  in  truth  everything,  and  all  in  all.  Magnanimity  in 
politics  is  not  seldom  the  truest  wisdom ;  and  a  great  empire 
and  little  minds  go  ill  together.  If  we  are  conscious  of  our 
situation,  and  glow  with  zeal  to  fill  our  places  as  becomes  our  sta- 
tion and  ourselves,  we  ought  to  elevate  our  minds  to  the  great- 
ness of  that  trust  to  which  the  order  of  Providence  has  called 
us.  By  adverting  to  the  dignity  of  this  high  calling,  our 
ancestors  have  turned  a  savage  wilderness  into  a  glorious 
empire,  and  have  made  the  most  extensive  and  the  only  hon- 
orable conquests  by  promoting  the  wealth,  the  number,  the 
happiness  of  the  human  race." 

For  three  hours  Burke  was  heard  with  attention  ;  but,  after 
a  reply  by  Jenkinson,  his  deep  wisdom  was  scoffed  away  by  a 
vote  of  more  than  three  to  one.  Ministers  anticipated  even 
less  opposition  in  the  colonies. 

At  the  North,  the  state  of  Yermont  was  preparing  to  rise 
from  anarchy  into  self -existence,  peace,  and  order.     The  court 
of  common  pleas  was  to  be  opened  by  the  royal  judges  in  what 
was  called  the  Xew  York  county  of  Cumberland,  at  Westmin- 
ster, in  the  New  Hampshire  Grants,  on  the  eastern  side  of  the 
Green  Mountains.     To  prevent  this  assertion  of  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  New  York  and  of  tlie  authority  of  the  king,  a  body  of 
young  men  from  the  neighboring  farms  on  the  thirteenth  of 
March  took  possession  of  the  court-house.     The  royal  sheriff, 
who,  against  the  wish  of  the  judges,  had  raised  sixty  men 
armed  with  guns  and  bludgeons,  demanded  possession  of  the 
building ;  and,  after  reading  the  riot  act  and  refusing  to  con- 
cede terms,  late  in  the  night  ordered  his  party  to  fire.     In  this 
way  he  made  his  entry  by  force,  having  mortally  wounded 
"William  French  of  Brattleborough,  and  Daniel  Houghton  of 
Dummerston.     The  act  closed  the  supremacy  of  the  king  and 
of  New  York  to  the  east  of  Lake  Champlain.     Armed  men 
poured  in  from  towns  in  the  Grants  and  from  the  borders  of 
New  Hampshire  and  Massachusetts.     They  instituted  a  jury 
of  inquest,  and  the  royalists  implicated  in  the  attack  were  sent 
to  jail  ill  Massachusetts  for  trial.     They  were  soon  released ; 
but  the  story  of  the  first  martyrs  in  the  contest  with  the  king 
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was  told  from  villago  to  villago  as  a  talo  of  tyranny  and  mur- 
der.  Just^  before  this  sliedding  of  blood,  Ethan  Allen,  foresee- 
ing war  with  Great  Britain,  sent  assurances  to  Oliver  Wolcott 
of  Connecticut,  that  "  the  regiment  of  Green  Mountain  Boys 
would  assist  their  American  brethren."  On  the  twenty-ninth 
John  Brown  of  Pittsficld,  who  had  passed  through  the  dis- 
trict on  his  way  to  Montreal,  wrote  to  Samuel  Adams  and 
Joseph  Warren  at  Boston,  that,  "  should  hostilities  be  com- 
mitted  by  the  king's  troops,  the  people  on  New  Hampshire 
Grants  would  seize  the  fort  at  Ticonderoga  j  and  that  they  were 
the  proper  persons  for  the  job." 

The  assembly  of  Delaware,  which  met  on  the  day  of  the 
shedding  of  blood  in  Vermont,  approved  the  proceedings  of 
the  congress  at  Philadelphia ;  but,  in  re-electing  their  deputies, 
they  avowed  their  most  ardent  wish  for  an  accommodation  with 
Great  Britain,  for  which  end  they  were  willing  to  yield  claims 
of  right  that  were  either  doubtful  or  "not  essentially  neces- 
sary to  their  well-being."  The  session  was  specially  impor- 
tant,  from  the  instruction  given  to  their  deputies  in  congress 
to  urge  decently  but  firmly  the  right  of  their  province  to  a 
voice  in  congress  equal  with  any  other  province  on  this  con- 
tinent. A  bill  was  passed  prohibiting  the  importation  of 
slaves ;  but  the  proprietary  governor,  obeying  the  decision  of 
the  king  in  council,  interposed  his  veto.  In  the  neighboring 
county  of  Westchester,  in  Pennsylvania,  a  movement  was  made 
"for  the  manumission  of  slaves,  especially  of  all  infants  bom 
of  black  mothers  within  the  colony." 

Early  in  March  the  governor  of  North  Carolina,  having 
returned  by  land  from  New  York  to  his  government,  reported 
to  the  British  secretary  of  state :  "  In  Virginia  the  fennent 
has  in  no  sort  abated,  as  I  thuik  the  advertisement  of  Mr. 
AVashington  and  others,  that  your  lordship  will  find  inclosed, 
plainly  discovers."  The  inclosure  consisted  of  the  Fairfax  re- 
solves, to  which  Washington  had  set  his  name.  In  his  own 
govermnent,  Martin  sought  to  neutralise  the  convention  by 
holding  simultaneously  a  meeting  of  the  legislature ;  but,  on 
the  fifth  of  April,  the  convention  of  North  Carolina,  in  which 
Eichard  CasweU  was  the  most  conspicuous  member,  unani- 
mously adhered  to  the  general  congress,  re^^lected  their  dele- 
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gateo,  and  "invested  tliem  with  such 
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power  as  might  make 
any  act  done  by  tJiem,  or  any  of  them,  or  consent  given  in  be- 
half of  the  i^rovince,  obligatory  in  honor  upon  every  inhabi- 
tant thereof."  Yet  propositions  to  array  an  armed  force  were 
ovcriTiled. 

The  members  of  the  convention  of  Virginia,  in  which  even 
the  part  of  Augusta  county  west  of  the  Alleghany  Mountains 
was  represented,  cherished  the  system  of  limited  monarchy  un- 
der which  they  had  been  born  and  educated.     Though  quick  to 
resent  aggression,  they  abhorred  the  experiment  of  changing 
their  form  of  government  by  revolution  without  some  absolute 
necessity.     Virginia  was,  moreover,  unprepared  for  war.    Its 
late  expedition  against  the  Shawnee  Indians  had  left  a  debt  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  pounds  ;  its  cun-ency  was  of 
paper,  and  it  had  no  efficient  system  of  revenue.     Its  soil, 
especially  in  the  low  country,  was  cultivated  by  negro  slaves' 
80  that  the  laborers  in  the  field  could  not  furnish  recruits  for 
an  army.    Except  a  little  powder  in  a  magazine  near  Williams- 
hmr;,  it  was  destitute  of  warlike  stores.     Of  all  the  colonies, 
the  magnificent  bay  of  the  Chesapeake,  and  the  deep  water  of 
the  James,  the  York,  the  Potomac,  and  other  rivers,  exposed  it 
most  to  invasions  from  the  sea. 

On  t?ie  twentieth  of  March  its  second  convention  assem- 
bled at  Richmond,  in  the  old  church  of  St.  John,  on  the  hill 
which  overlooks  the  town.  The  proceedings  of  the  conti- 
nental congress  and  the  conduct  of  the  delegates  of  the  colony 
were  approved  with  unanimity.  On  the  twenty-third  the 
mediating  interposition  of  the  assembly  of  Jamaica  was  recog- 
nised as  a  proof  of  "  their  patriotic  endeavors  to  fix  the  just 
claims  of  the  colonists  upon  permanent  constitutional  princi- 
ples ; "  and  assurances  were  renewed  "  that  it  was  the  most 
ardent  wish  of  their  colony,  and  of  the  whole  continent  of 
North  America,  to  see  a  speedy  return  of  those  halcyon  days 
when  they  lived  a  free  and  happy  people." 

But,  with  all  their  love  of  peace  under  the  government  of 
the  king,  the  imminence  of  danger  drove  them  irresistibly  to 
the  Fairfar  resolves.  A  motion,  couched  in  the  very  words  to 
which  Washington  in  person  had  set  his  name,  was  brought 
forward  by  Patrick  Henry,  with  its  logical  consequences,  "that 
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tins  colony  be  immediately  p„t  into  a  posture  of  defence  and 
ba.  a  committee  prepare  a  plan  for  tbo  en.bedyin'  a"™;!^ 

risen,  an'd  Pe^^eton't  HfT S^f  "^J?"™';'  ^^- 

w  tT„r  ^'™"-*'  °"'-  °»-y?    ^^e  are  defenc  k^';  ye 
.airJene^q::;^^^^^^^^^ 

cemfdrtr,/tradi:r "  °*'  1""''  "^  --'  -»'^  »a3 

eivebopeof'::feSt;':SL'ifr"^'^  ""^  "'- 
be  free,  they  must  fiirlit  t    '  f.  ^'^^  *^at,  if  Americans  wo.Id 

..0  spoi  e,  „.^  bS:  ULTdSr  "i«'r  '^^ 

that  tbe  aS™  rad"d!:rtfat'^^^^^^^^^ 

^ho  bath  bis  q„a„-el  juft  r "  ^  """    ^^""^ ''  ''<=  '»™«* 

^^ashingtoSAa      olb^^if'a  W?  '"^"^  ''^^'■ 
plan  for  forming  in  erery  countt  ol^  '^,'  '■"'""''''^  " 

panics  and  troops  of  hoL  T  i  °'  "T  ™''°""=''  ««■"- 
readiness.  WbaLer  doTbl  ^.^k'"  w'""  *''™'"8  =""5 
plan  was  unanimon  y  a«  NM,  f "'  Tf  ^^"^'^'  '''^ 
desired  tbe  more  ene'^^g:  cCetnf  "f  11:7"  ^™"  ^"« 
The  convention  voted  to  enconro  t^!  °'«"T"«  ""  '^J- 
Jen   cotton   on,i  1-  «iwouraj;e  tlie  manufacture  of  wool- 

sS,rand'^  oJzid  to^'r^",'-;*  ^^"  ■'-' "-  -^ 

manufactures  in™  Ltnc    to  aU  1     "'?,';  ""  "*"■"' 
their  body,  they  efeeted Teir  Wrtfe^atlt^f'^^^ 

yl^  non^-actendauee  of  Pejton  Bandolph." 
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To  intimidate  the  Virginians,  Dimmore  issued  proclama- 
tions, and  circulated  a  rumor  that  he  would  excite  an  insurrec- 
tion of  their  slaves.  By  his  orders  a  body  ol  marines  in  the 
night  preceding  the  twenty-first  of  April  carried  off  the  gun- 
powder stored  at  Williamsburg  in  the  colony's  magazine ;  but 
as  soon  as  it  was  kno^^^l,  drums  were  sent  through  the  city  to 
alarm  the  inhabitants ;  the  independent  company  ai-rayed  itself 
in  arras ;  the  people  assembled  for  consultation,  and  at  their 
instance  the  mayor  and  corporation  peremptorily  demanded  of 
the  governor  that  the  powder  should  be  restored. 

The  governor  at  first  answered  evasively ;  but,  on  hearing 
that  the  citizens  had  reassembled  under  arms,  he  abandoned 
himself  to  passion.  "  The  whole  country,"  said  he,  "  can  easily 
be  made  a  soHtude ;  and,  by  the  living  God !  if  any  insult  is 
offered  to  me,  or  those  who  have  obeyed  my  orders,  I  will  de- 
clare freedom  to  the  slaves,  and  lay  the  town  in  ashes." 

Tlie  offer  of  freedom  to  the  negroes  came  very  oddly  from 
the  representative  of  the  nation  which  had  sold  them  to  their 
present  masters,  and  of  the  king  who  had  been  displeased  with 
Virginia  for  ics  desire  to  tolerato  that  inhuman  traffic  no  longer ; 
and  it  was  but  a  sad  resource  for  a  commercial  metropolis  to 
keep  a  hold  on  its  colony  by  letting  loose  slaves  against  its  own 
colonists. 

The  seizure  of  the  powder  startled  Virginia.  "  This  first 
public  insult  is  not  to  be  tamely  submitted  to,"  wrote  Hugh 
Mercer  and  others  from  Fredericksburg  to  Washington ;  and 
they  proposed,  as  a  body  of  light-horsemen,  to  march  to  Will- 
iumsburg  for  the  honor  of  Virginia.  Gloucester  county  would 
have  the  powder  restored.  The  Henrico  committee  would  be 
•content  with  nothing  less.  Bedford  offered  a  premium  for 
the  manufacture  of  gunpowder.  The  independent  company 
of  Dumfries  could  be  depended  upon  for  any  service  which 
respected  the  liberties  of  America.  The  Albemarle  volunteers 
^'  were  ready  to  resent  arbitrary  power,  or  die  in  the  attempt." 
•*' I  expect  the  magistrates  of  Williamoburg,  on  their  allegiance," 
such  was  Dunmore's  message,  "  to  stop  the  march  of  the  peo- 
ple now  on  their  way,  before  they  enter  this  city ;  otherwise, 
it  is  my  fixed  purpose  to  arm  all  my  own  negroes,  and  receive 
and  declare  free  all  others  tliat  will  come  to  me.    I  do  enjoin 
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Virginia,  or  any    -:,ter  c2Tr  '^'^^' ''"''  "S'"^  «f 

iring.  ^  """^  ''*"/  ™s  already  on  tho 

nisliea  suppHes  to  tho  Vm/^  i  merchants  who  fur- 
who  moved  that  evoi-v  T..n..  ]  i^  conntrj.  When  Sears, 
to  give  bail,  bo  wa   bborld  on  tf  ™ t  ""^°'"  ''°?  "■^^^^'J 

more  tban  five  to  one  Tho  ™T ''  ?°''  """^  dxty-three, 
fto  city,  and,  on  tbo  won  foth  „/  T^":  'r^'^'f"  "* 
met  in  convention  nbnJ  P  r  t-  •  ^  '  ^'"•'y-o»'=  delegates 
president,  reZ^  Hor^  S  ^rSZ^'T''  ''''' 
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can  rights,  and  for  the  restoration  of  harmony  between  Great 
iJritain  and  the  colonies." 

On  the  first  day  of  April  the  provincial  congress  of  Mas- 
sachusetts voted  that,  if  the  royal  governor  would  issue  writs 
in  the  usual  form  for  the  election  of  a  general  assembly,  the 
towns  ought  to  obey  the  precepts  and  elect  members ;  othermse 
delegates  should  be  chosen  for  a  third  provincial  cono-re^s     On 
the  second,  two  vessels  arrived  at  Marblehead,  with  tlie  tidin-s 
that  both  houses  of  pariiament  had  pledged  to  the  kincr  their 
lives  and  fortunes  for  the  reduction  of  America,  thot  New 
England  was  prohibited  from  the  fisheries,  and  that  the  army 
of  Gage  was  to  be  largely  re-enforced.    On  the  third,  cono-rcss 
required  the  attendance  of  all  absent  members,  and  desired'the 
towns  not  yet  represented  to  send  membera  without  delay. 

The  most  appalling  danger  hung  over  them  from  the  In- 
dians of  the  north-west,  whom  La  Corne,  Hamilton  the  lieu- 
tenant-governor for  Detroit,  and  other  Canadian    emissaries 
were  seeking  to  influence,  while  Guy  Johnson  was   remov- 
ing the  American  missionaries  from  the  Six  Nations.     Dari;- 
mouth  college,  "  a  new  and  defenceless  "  institution  of  charity 
on  the  frontier,  where  children  of  the  Six  Nations  received 
Christian  training,  was  "  threatened  with  an  anny  of  sava-es  " 
To  countervail  their  efforts,  Elcazer  Wheclock,  president  of  the 
college,  sent  the  young  New  England  preacher,  eTames  Dean, 
who  was  a  great  master  of  the  language  of  the  Iroquois,  « to 
Itinerate  among  the  tribes  in  Canada  and  brighten  the  chain  of 
friendship." 

To  the  Mohawks  the  Massachusetts  congress  despatched 
the  wise  and  humane  Samuel  Kirkland,  wlio  liad  lived  amon<r 
them  as  a  missionary,  to  prevail  with  them  «  at  least  to  stand 
neuter,  and  not  assist  their  enemies."  It  voted  a  blanket  and 
a  nbbon  to  each  of  the  converted  Indians  who  were  domiciled 
at  Stockbridge,  saying:  "  We  are  all  brothers,"  and  the  Stock- 
bridge  Indians  on  their  part  promised  to  entreat  the  Six  Na- 
tions not  to  take  part  in  the  war. 

The  congress  of  ]\Iassachusetts  adopted  a  code  for  its  future 
army,  yet  formed  none.  They  enjoined  every  town  to  liave 
Its  committee  of  correspondence  ;  they  ordered'a  day  of  fastin- 
and  prayer  for  the  union  of  the  American  colonies  and  their 
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the  fif  oil  HaJu  7""  T""*'^  *"  ^°'''°'^-    Then,  on 

with  no  financial  preparations  •  LfTI^n      ■  .^"'"■°.  y^' 

ammunition  enou'gu\Ja  :;;,t,Tst^rirti  '"t '^ 
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were  disputing  for  tLe  command  at  tliat  place.  "Burrroyne 
would  best  manage  a  negotiation,"  said  the  king;  but  llowo 
would  not  resign  Lis  right  to  New  York  as  the  post  of  confi- 
dence. All  believed  that  it  had  boon  Avon  over  to  the  royal 
cause,  and  that  the  other  provinces  could  easily  be  detached 
one  by  one  from  the  union,  so  that  it  would  be  a  light  task  to 
subdue  Massachusetts. 

On  the  fifteenth  of  April  orders  from  Lord  Dartmouth  were 
written  to  Gage  to  take  possession  of  every  colonial  fort  •  to 
seize  and  secure  all  military  stores  of  eveiy  kind,  collected 'for 
the  rebels ;  to  arrest  and  imprison  all  such  as  should  be  thought 
to  have  committed  treason;  to  repress  rebellion  by  force-  to 
make   the  public  safety  the  first  object  of  consideration ;'  to 
.  substitute  more  coercive  measures  for  ordinary  forms  of  pro- 
ceeding, without  pausing  "to  require  the  aid  of  a  civil  magis- 
trate.'     Thurlow  and  AVedderburn  had  given  their  opii^on 
that  the  Massachusetts  congress  was  a  treasonable  body  ;  the 
power  of  pardon  which  was  conferred  on  the  general  did  not 
extend  to  the  president  of  "that  seditious  meeting,"  nor  to 
'its^most  forward  members,"  who,  as  unfit  subjects  for  the 
kings  mercy,  wore  to  be  brought  "to  condign  punishment" 
either  in  America  or  in  England. 

Four  of  the  regiments,  at  first  destined  to  Boston,  received 
orders  to  proceed  directly  to  New  York,  where  tlieir  presence 
was  to  aid  the  progress  of  intrigue.  At  the  same  time,  the 
Senegal  carried  out  six  packages,  each  containing  a  very  laro-e 
number  of  copies  of  "  An  Address  of  the  People  of  Great  Brtt- 
am  to  the  Inhabitants  of  America,"  written  by  Sir  John  Dal- 
rymple  at  Lord  North's  request. 

"From  the  late  differences,'^  said  the  pamplilct,  with  the 
assumption  o^  Ml  authority,  "it  is  the  fault  of  us  both  if  we 
do  not  derive  future  agreement  by  some  great  act  of  state.  Let 
the  colonies  make  the  first  advance;  if  not,  parliament  will  do 
BO  by  sending  a  commission  to  America.  The  fii^t  honor  will 
belong  to  the  party  which  shall  first  scorn  punctilio  in  so  noble 
a  cause.  We  give  up  the  disgraceful  and  odious  privileo-o  of 
taxing  you.  The  power  of  taxation  over  you  we  de^iVc  to 
throw  from  us  as  unworthy  of  you  to  be  subject  to,  an^i  of  us 
to  possess.     As  to  the  judges  dependent  on  the  king'p  oloas- 
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ure,  if  you  suspect  us,  appoint  your  own  jud^res,  pay  thom 
your  own  salaries.  If  we  are  wrong  in  thinLg  youfi- .  teS 
formed  by  aceident  not  by  forethouglu,  let  tbenf  stand        W 

sentiments  of  kmdness  m  our  breasts,  we  cannot  hear  without 
the  deepest  concern  a  chargo  that  a  system  has  been  fo  med To 
enslave  you  by  means  of  parhament." 

These  offers,  composed  for  Lord  iNTorth  and  printed  at  the 

»»  he  wo.  weak  and  uncertain.     Ho  rea.ly  wished  to  concede 

alone  h,3  heart  same  within  hi„  from°dread  of  cM  ™'.     '™ 
The  memorial  of  the  ussemb!^-  of  New  Yorlc,  which  Burl-o 
ti.eu.  agent  presented  to  parliament  on  the  flft  oTXof  J  ay 

to  Ameno^.  T lu-ee  days  later,  Lord  Nortli  avowed  tlie  ordera 
for  ra,  mg  Canad.an  regiments  of  French  papists  ;  "  however" 
he  contmued,  « the  dispute  with  America  is  not  so  nhrZJ'a, 
some  people  apprehend.  I  have  not  the  least  donb  Twm 
end  opeeddy,  happily,  and  without  bloodshed  " 

On  the  twenty-third  of  May  secret  advices  from  Phihdol 

ttt  Z  1™:'  ""rr™"'  """  '"^  '™»"  ™  their  eon  dnt 
that  JNoith  8  eoucdiatory  resolution  "  woidd  remove  all  obsta 

cles  to    he  restoration  of  public  trananillity,"  tlZ,.I  ""  bt 

were  to  he  o-r^t-r  a      T  """1'"*^  '»  America,  whose  wishes 
were  to  be  gratified  and  apprehensions  removed  as  far  as  the 

ChampLain  to  «ie  A'Cfh,:^':^  oI'e^::!  rptt'' 
Ams  erdain,  ^  ieuna  hardly  loss  than  Loudon  ^erl"?;.^.^ 
o.p..tatiun  toward  the  little  villages  that  lay  round^Boston. 
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CHAPTER  X. 

TO   LKXIXGTON    AND   CONCOUn,    AND   BACK   TO   BOSTON. 

Ai'iiiL  10,  1775. 

Oaot.,  who  iKul  under  Lis  conuiui.ul  about  ll.rco  tliousund 
fe,vo  njeu,  was  iufonnc.l  by  hi.  Bpios  of  uulitary  s"  es 
Mt.ful  m  then,  a.notu.t,  colloete.l  by  p.-ovineial  couuuLccs  aJ 
Won.e«^eraudCo,^onl;  aud  ho  resolved  ou  strikiu,  a  llw 
.^  the  k.ng  desired.     On  the  afteruoou  of  the  day  ou  wl     h 

e  pronncial  congress  of  Massaelu.sotis  adjourned  ho  too 
tlie  1  o-ht  uifantry  and  grenadiers  oif  duty,  and  .eeretly  pre^ 

The  attempt  had  for  several  weeks  been  expected  ;  and  sl-nuUs 
were  concerted  to  announce  the  tlrst  movement  of  troops  for 
tiio  countr^^  Samuel  Adan,s  and  Kancock,  who  had  not  yet 
left  Iex„,gton  for  Philadelphia,  received  a  timely  messL 
from  \v  arren,  and,  in  consecpicnce,  the  connnittee  of  safety  r'o- 
moved  a  part  of  the  public  stores  and  secreted  the  cannon. 

On  Tuesday,  tho  eighteenth  of  Ap.-il,  ten  or  more  IJritish 
sergear.  s  m  disguise  dispersed  themselves  through  (^ambrid^c 
and_  farther  Mx-st  to  intercept  all  connnunication.  In  the  fot 
owing  mght  the  grenadiers  and  light  infaucry,  not  loss  than 
eight  hundred  in  number,  the  floM'cr  of  the  army  at  PostoT 
commanded  by  Lieutenant-Cohniel  Sniith,  crossed  in  the  boats 

^trJ   "''.  "^  T'^i  ""  '^'^"'  l^'""'^^^"«  5  and  near 
midnight    after  wading  tlirough  wet  marshes  that  are  now 

covered  by  a  stately  city,  tiiey  took  the  road  throuoh  We  I 

Cambridge  to  Concord.  "=  ^^ 

Gage  directed  that  no  one  else  should  leave  the  town ;  but 
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Warren  ]ui(l,  at  ton  o'doclc,  (IcHpatcliod  Willl^Lm  n  *i 

.^^^^^^^^  },  .UKl  laul  r.ovcro  b^  way  of  Charlestovvn,  to  lL 

1-0  turned  suddenly,  „nd  osea  o  ,1  H  '  ^'"I^Z""  "'"""''=<'' 
tlutt  town,  1,0  wako    to  ^^  •      ^    '°  "■"!"' '"  ^'""'"'■''-    "^ 

<-.«i  to\.o„,,ot;L!;ro  .X.S  ;:;;;:'"""-';""' """  <=- 

T1.0  troop,  l.d  not  .^h^.J^^^'^^^^'"^'''""^'"'- 
nngiug  of  boll,  announcod  tlat  tl  " 'tdUiZ  I  1  f"" ^'^ 
aldo    ;  and  Sn.Ul,  aont  back  for  a  re' cX:       '"'  '"™  """ 

m  tlio  earliest  inomonfQ  r.f  r  ^     ■     j        ,    ' 

most  alert  wa,  Wi       ,    ,°  ,  *'"•"  'T"  '''^'»'«'^-     -^'"ong  tho 

tho  defiTnl::  fT.  «;;:.'?■": '":  'f'  '^^^^  *»  ■-'<' 

God;  Insprcscnoowit  Ir        ,    ^'""l  °'  ""''''  '=''™'"'"'  ^"tli 

I'Von.  i«  to  1  ™:  tr"^'"'"'  *"'  -■>-  "f  duty. 

homo  through   ieto„      r    '        """'"°"'  "■'"'  ^'•''™  ''"'"  to 

°    """■     '^■'^J"-'^'*^  messengers  and  the  call  of 
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mhmio-uwn  Bpivnd  MiMdy  (lu,  ulann.  How  cI.IM. 
IKS  (li,.y  wc>ro  scared  out  of  hIocj)  by  tlio  critvs!  1 
wilh  lu>aviiin.  hivasls,  \n'ixyc]y  sccoiidal  thoir'l 


Ki'.  itr. ;  on.  3C, 

I'cii  troinMod 
low  woinon, 

the  oounfnnu.n,_lo,vod  snd.K  ,dy  ,<>  „,,n,  with.,,,!   i^uiden  or 

counsellors,  took  u.staut  ouina!  of  M.c.lr  e,.ura..'o  !     Tlio  nd-ditv 

c'l.oru.  of  voices  roso  from  the  K-aiteivd  fanu-liouses,  and   u«  it 

worcs  froni  tl.o  ashes  of  the  dead.     (\,n.o  forth,  ehun.pio'ns  of 

d,erty  ;  now  free  y.»ur  country  ;  protect  your  sons  and  dau^h- 

ors    yonr  wives  and   h<.,nestea.ls  ;   rescue  the  houses  of  Tho 

(u,(I  ot  your  falhers,  the  fianchi^s  handed  down  from  your 

ancestors.     Now  all  is  at  stake;  the  buttle  is  for  all 

tanfs      her  nunis^ter  was  the  learned  and  fervent  donas  (.'lark, 
the  bold  n.d.ter  of  patriotic  state  papers,  that  .nay  yet  he  reaJ 
on  their  town   records.      In   Decend.er   JTTl^  they  Incl     n 
s^u.ed  nu-irrepresentativo  to  dennuid  ^^  a  radldl  ^  J  ttii; 
r  d.cs  of  (luMr  n,,,vances,  for  not  throned,  their  nei^deet  slioul  1 

ourt  'iri"^':"  ^  ''■''  '"^^••'  ''^'^y  ^1--^^  ^^- "- 

OT  rui.     in  1<  ,4,  at  various  town-nieetino-s,  th(>y  voted  "to  in 
crcj.e  their  stock  of  annnunition,"  "  to  c^cioura^  ::i;!t..;X 
e  p  ine,  and  to  put  themselves  h,  a  posture  of  defence  a4inst 
tZ  "l"^"    ,IM^--^-' ^^'^T  distributed  to  "  tl^C! 

^'^n     tl     T-  7r'  '"^^  «•— i^->n,and  resolved  to 

supph  the  traimn-  soldiers  with  bayonets." 

Hancock  and  Adains,  Lexino,on  common  M-as  alive  with 
the  minute-men;  and  not  with  them  only,  but  wilh  the  old 
mem  who  were  exempts,  except  in  caso  of  immediate  dan<,er 
^  he  town,  ^ihe  roll  was  called,  and,  of  nnlitia  and  alarm 
men,  about  one  hundred  and  thirty  answered  to  their  names. 
T  le  captain  John  Parker,  ordered  every  one  to  load  with  pow- 
der and  ball,  but  to  take  care  not  to  be  the  fn-st  to  fire  Mel 
sengers,  sent  to  look  for  the  liritlsli  regulars,  reported  tint 

fore  set,  and  the  company  dismissed  with  orders  to  come  to- 

foir'to  ti  t ''  '""•  '""^  ^^'^"^  '^  *^-^'  --  ^--t 

some  to  tlie  tavern,  near  the  south-east  comer  of  tlie  com- 
mon. ^  Sanme  Adams  and  Hancock,  whose  seizure  M'as  believed 
to  be  intended,  were  persuaded  to  retire  toward  Woburn 
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most  iMivty,  I(,,l  hy  j.ij(,„| 


ro  ^.vnisln•n;.  f,,,,,.  n.^l.t,  wl,on  th.  fo,, 


ored,  udvaiu 


IM<r    ( 


^  ni,  a  inajor  «,f  mariiios,  was  tliscov- 

'l"'"''^Jy  and   l„  Hilrnoo.     Alarm   p,um  woro 


ha.i  los   fl    .       ?      ,        i"Mna..ifj.     Lohh  than  sovc.ty,  per- 

Hide  by  Hide,  under  tImT  /"^  '"''"  *'"^-^  '"'^^  ^'""'^ 

tlK>y  trod  was  the  altar  of Cd^^^^^^^^^ 

the  victims.  nccdom,  and  tlioy  were  to  furnish 

The  Bntisli  va.,  heann.  tho  drum  and  the  alarm  ^n.s 

>.itcd  to  load;    tho  remaining,  oompanics  camo  un-  and      ; 

iialf  an  hour  H'foro  Riiiif-an  +i.       i  '  '  '"'^^'  '^* 

at  douWo  Z    ■■IT      '  !  '•"""'  '""■*>■  '""•'•'<•"'  f"™""l 

m  .K  ™      f  ,,  ^ '":""!  '•°''"  '"  f ■•»"'.  "'1.  «l.on  ,vitl,i„  fivo 

vn„l.,„,l„  "i«l»iso!  liiy  down  your  arms!  wliv  don't 

JO,.  l,,j  down  yonrarnis  and  disprrsoi"    The  main  mrLf 
countrymen  Btood  moHonlos.,  in  tl.o  r  ,n!  ,   J         '  • 

".po..„„;  too  few  to  rosi^t,*: ;:  ;t'<,r'r:,,ifpif 

«..rn  d,«.,,arged  „  pi.,t„I,  and  witi,  a  lond  voice  cried  «  ire  " 
™t.on,  and  tl.en  hj  a  close  and  deadly  discharge  of  m„a- 
dis,«".e''%?'"'''^'''  """•''"'•■''  P'-"-'^"'-  '"•<1«>-«1  '"•»  men  to 

f  J!  ;!  .P''^'7l^^:^^«d'  '-^"d  a  private  of  the  tenth  lir.T.t  in- 
lant.^  was  louclied  slightly  in  tho  I'oo-  "^      " 
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Jonas  Parker,  tlio  strongest  and  Lest  wrestler  in  Lexington, 
had  promised  never  to  nin  from  British  troops ;  and  ho  Icept 
his  vow.     A  wound  brought  him  on  his  knees.     Having  dis- 
charged his  gun,  ho  was  preparing  to  loud  it  again,  when  he 
was  stabbed  by  a  bayonet,  and  lay  on  the  post  which  he  took 
at  the  morning's  drum-beat.     So  fell  Isaac  Muzzoy,  and  bo 
died  the  aged  Ilobert  Munroe,  who  in  1758  had  been  an  en- 
sign at  Louisburg.     Jonatlian  Harrington,  junior,  was  struck 
in  front  of  his  own  house  on  the  north  of  tlie  common.     His 
wife  M-as  at  the  window  as  ho  fell.     With  blood  gushing  from 
his  breast,  he  rose  in  her  sight,  tottered,  fell  again,  then  crawled 
on  hands  and  knees  toward  his  dwelling  ;  she  ran  to  meet  him, 
but  only  reached  him  as  ho  expired  on  their  threshold.     Caleb 
Harrington,  who  had  gone  into  the  meeting-house  for  powder, 
was  shot  as  he  came  out.     Samuel  Hadley  and  John  Brown 
were  pursued,  and  killed  after  they  had  left  the  green.    Asahel 
Porter,  of  "Woburn,  who  had  been  taken  prisoner  by  the  Brit- 
ish on  the  march,  endeavoring  to  escape,  was  shot  within  a  few 
rods  of  the  common.     Seven  men  of  Lexington  M'crc  killed, 
nine  wounded ;  a  quarter  part  of  all  who  stood  in  arms  on  the 
green. 

Day  came  in  all  the  beauty  of  an  early  spring.  The  trees 
were  budding;  the  grass  growing  rankly  a  full  month  before 
its  time ;  the  blue  bird  and  the  robin  gladdening  the  genial 
season,  and  calling  forth  the  beams  of  the  sim  which  on  that 
morning  sliono  with  the  warmth  of  summer  ;  but  distress  and 
horror  gatliered  over  the  inhabitants  of  the  peaceful  town. 
There  on  the  green  lay  in  death  the  gray-haired  and  the  young; 
the  grassy  field  was  red  "with  tlie  innocent  blood  of  their 
brethren  slain,"  crying  unto  God  for  vengeance  from  the 
ground. 

These  are  the  village  heroes,  who  were  more  than  of  noble 
blood,  proving  by  their  spirit  that  they  were  of  a  race  divine. 
They  gave  their  lives  in  testimony  to  the  rights  of  mankind, 
bequeathing  to  their  country  an  assurance  of  success  in  the 
mighty  struggle  which  they  began.  The  expanding  millions 
of  their  countrymen  renew  and  multiply  their  praise  from  gen- 
eration to  generation.  They  fulfilled  their  duty  not  from  an 
accidental  impulse  of  the  moment ;  theii-  action  was  the  ripened 
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fruit  of  Providcnco  and  of  time.     Tho  light  that  led  them  on 
was  combined  of  rajs  from  the  whole  history  of  the  race; 
from  the  traditions  of  the  Hebrews  in  the  gray  of  the  world's 
morning;  from  the  i.'U'o..s  pnd  sages  of  republican  Greece  and 
Rome;  from  the  cxnmi.iO    f  Ilim  who  died  on  the  cross  for 
the  life  of  huma)   •  /;   ■>.  a  the  religious  creed  whicl:  pro- 
claimed the  divine  ores-    -o  in  man,  and  on  this  truth,  as  in  a 
life-boat,  floated  the  lib-'rHcs  of  nations  over  the  dark  flood  of 
the  middle  ages ;  from  the  customs  of  the  Germans  transmitted 
out  of  their  forests  to  the  councils  of  Saxon  England ;  from 
the  burning  faith  and  courage  of  Martin  Lutlier;  from  trust 
in  the  inevitable  universality  of  God's  sovereignty  as  taught 
by  Paul  of  Tarsus  and  Augustine,  through  Calvin  and  the 
divines  of  New  England  ;  from  the  avenging  fierceness  of  the 
Puritans,  who  dashed  the  mitre  on  the  ruins  of  the  throne ; 
from  the  bold  dissent  and  creative  self-assertion  of  the  earliest 
emigrants  to  Massachusetts;  from  the  statesmen  who  made, 
and  the  philosophers  who  expounded,  the  revolution  of  En"-- 
land;  from  the  liberal  spirit  and  analyzing  inquisitiveneos  of 
the  eighteenth  century ;  from  the  cloud  of  witnesses  of  all  the 
ages  to  the  reality  and  the  rightfulness  of  human  freedom. 
All  the  centuries  bowed  themselves  from  the  recesses  of  the 
past  to  cheer  in  their  sacrifice  the  lowly  men  who  proved  them- 
selves  worthy  of  their  forerunners,  and  whose  children  rise  up 
and  call  them  blessed. 

Heedless  of  his  own  danger,  Samuel  Adams,  with  the  voice 
of  ^  a  ju-ophet,  exclaimed :  "  Oh,  what  a  glorious  morning  is 
this ! ''  for  he  saw  his  country's  independence  hastening  on, 
and,  like  Columbus  in  the  tempest,  knew  that  the  storm  bore 
him  m.ore  swiftly  toward  the  undiscovered  world. 

The  British  troops  drew  up  on  the  village  green,  fired  a 
volley,  huzzaed  thrice  by  way  of  triumph,  and,  after  a  halt  of 
less  than  thirty  minutes,  marched  on  for  Concord.  There,  in 
the  morning  hours,  children  and  women  fled  for  shelter  to  the 
hills  and  the  woods,  and  men  were  hiding  what  was  left  of 
cannon  and  military  stores. 

The  minute-men  and  militia  formed  on  the  usual  parade, 
over  which  the  congregation  of  the  toAvn  for  near  a  centuiy 
and  a  lialf  had  passed  to  public  worship,  the  freemen  to  every 
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toTm-mceting,  and  lately  tiie  patriot  members  of  the  provincial 
congress  twice  a  day  to  their  little  senate  bouse.  Near  that 
spot  Wintbroj),  the  father  of  Massachusetts,  bad  given  coun- 
sel ;  and  Eliot,  the  apostle  of  the  Indians,  had  spoken  words  of 
benignity  and  wisdom.  T^^  people  of  Concord,  of  whom 
about  two  hundred  appeal  ms  on  that  day,  derived  their 

energy  from  their  sense  o.  divine  power.     This  looking  to 

God  as  their  tjvereign  brought  the  fathers  to  their  pleaSmt 
valley;  this  controlled  the  loyalty  of  the  sons;  and  this  has 
made  the  namo  of  Concord  venerable  throughout  the  world. 

The  alarm  company  of  the  place  rallied  near  the  liberty- 
pole  on  the  hill,  to  the  right  of  the  Lexington  road,  in  the  front 
of  the  meeting  house.  They  went  to  the  perilous  duties  of  the 
day  "  with  seri  usness  and  acknowledgirr,nt  of  God,"  as  though 
they  were  to  er  gage  in  acts  of  worship.  The  minute  company 
of  Lincoln,  an  a  few  men  from  Acton,  pressed  in  at  an  early 
hour;  but  the  British,  as  they  approached,  were  seen  to  be 
four  times  aa  numerous  as  the  Americans.  The  latter  there- 
fore retreated,  first  to  an  eminence  eighty  rods  farther  north, 
then  across  Concord  river,  by  the  North  Bridge,  till  just  be- 
yond it,  by  a  ])ack  road,  they  gained  high  ground,  about  a  mile 
from  the  centre  of  the  town.     There  they  waited  for  aid. 

About  sev,;n  o'clock,  under  brilliant  sunshine,  the  British 
marched  with  rapid   step  into  Concord;   the  light  infantry 
along  the  hills,  and  the  grenadiers  in  the  lower  road.     Left  in 
undisputed  possession  of  the  hamlet,  they  made  search  for 
stores.     To  this  end,  one  small  party  was  sent  to  the  South 
Bridge  oyer  Concord  river ;  and,  of  six  companies  under  Cap- 
tam  Laurie,  three,  comprising  a  hundred  soldiers  or  more,  were 
stationed  as  a  guard  at  the  North  Bridge,  while  three  others 
advanced  two  miles  farther,  to  the  residence  of  Barrett,  the 
highest  military  officer  of  the  neighborhood,  where  arms,  it 
was  thought,  had  been  concealed.     But  they  found  there  noth- 
ing to  destroy  except  some  carriages  for  cannon.     His  wife, 
at  their  demand,  gave  them  refreshment,  but  refused  pay,  say' 
mg :  "  We  are  commanded  to  feed  our  enemy,  if  he  hunger." 
At  daybreak  the  minute-men  of  Acton  crowded  at  the 
drum-beat  to  the  house  of  Isaac   Davis,  their  captain,  who 
"made  haste  to  be  ready."    Just  thirty  years  old,  the  fathei 
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of  four  little  ones,  stately  in  his  person,  a  man  of  few  words 
earnest  even  to  solemnity,  he  parted  from  his  wife,  sayin^' 
Take  good  care  of  the  children ; "  and,  while  she  gazed  aft"; 
iiim  with  resignation,  he  led  off  his  company. 
^  ^  Between  nine  and  ten  the  number  of  Americans  on  the 
rising  ground  above  Concord  bridge  had  increased  to  moie 
than  four  hundred.     Of  these,  there  were  twenty-five  minute- 
men  from  Bedford,  with  Jonathan  Wilson  for  their  captain- 
others  were  from  Westford,  among  them  Thaxter,  a  preacher ;' 
others  from  Littleton,  from  Carlisle,  and  from  Chelmsford. 
1  le  Acton  -.ompany  came  last,  and  formed  on  the  right.     The 
whole  was  a  gathering  not  so  much  of  officers  and  soldiers  as 
of  brotnei-s^  and  c^ikIs,  of  whom  every  one  was  a  man  well 
known  m  his  village,  observed  in  the  meeting-house  on  Sun- 
days taniiliar  at  town-meetings,  and  respected  as  a  freeholder 
or  a  freeholder's  son. 

Kear  the  base  of  the  hill  Concord  river  flows  languidly  in 
a  winding  channel,  and  was  approached  by  a  cause v  ay  over  the 
wet  ground  of  its  left  bank.  The  by-road  from  the  hS  on 
which  the  Americans  had  rallied  ran  southerly  till  it  met  the 
causeway  at  right  angles.  The  Americans  saw  before  them, 
witliin  gunshot,  British  troops  holding  possession  of  theii' 
bridge,  and  in  the  distance  a  still  larger  number  occupying 

set'on  fc  '  '''"  "''^'^  ''"'^^''  ^'^"^^^  *«  ^^^^^eeS 

In  Concord  itself,  PItcairn  had  fretted  and  fumed  with 

oa^hs  and  cm-ses  at  the  tavern-keeper  for  shutting  against  him 

he  doors  of  the  mn,  and  exulted  over  the  discovS-y  of  two 

wenty-four  pounders  in  tiie  tavern  yard,  as  though  they  reim- 
bursed the  expedition  These  were  spiked;  si^ty  barLs  of 
flour  were  broken  m  pieces,  but  so  imperfectly  that  afterward 

alf  the  flour  was  saved ;  five  hundred  pounds  of  ball  w.re 
thrown  into  a  mill-pond.  The  liberty-pole  and  several  cairia^es 
for  artillery  were  burned,  and  the  court-house  took  fire,  though 
the  fire  was  put  out.  Private  dwellings  were  rifled,  but  this 
shght  was  e  of  public  stores  was  all  th'e  advantage  or  which 
Gage  precipitated  a  civil  war. 

The  Americans  had  as  yet  received  only  uncertain  rumors 
of  the  morning's  events  at  Lexington.     At  the  siglit  of  fire  in 
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the  village,  the  impulso  seized  tlicm  "  to  march  into  the  town 


for  its  di^fenco."     J 


h 


m>yi     Had  not  the  ti 


odffcd  {uitliorides?     AV 


ut  were  they  not  suhjocts  of  the  British 
•oop3  come  out  in  obedience  to  acknowl- 
rcsistance  practicable  ?     Was  it  juhti- 
fiable  ?     By  whom  could  it  be  authorized  ?    No  union  had 'been 
formed,  no  independence  i)roc'laimed,  no  war  declai-ed.     The 
hnsbandmcn  and  mechanics  wlio  then  stood  on  the  hillock  by 
Concord  river  wcro  called  on  to  act,  and  their  action  would 
bo  war  or  i>oace,  submission  or  mdependenco.     Had  they  doubt- 
ed, they  must  have  despaired.     Pi-udent  statcsmanshio  would 
have  asked  for  time  to  ponder.     Arise  philosopb.y  would  have 
lost  from  hesitatior.  the  gh.ry  of  opening  a  new  era  on  man- 
knid.     a  he  tram-bands  at  C,\.ncord  acted,  and  Gud  Wiis  with 
them. 

''  I  never  hoard  from  any  person  the  least  expression  of  a 
wish  for  a  separation,"  Franklin,  not  long  before,  had  said  to 
Chatham.  In  October  ITVl,  AVashingtou  wrote:  "No  such 
thing  as  independence  is  desired  by  any  thinlcing  man  in  Amer- 
ica." -  Jlefore  the  nineteenth  of  April  1775,'""  relates  Jeflfer- 
son,  "  I  never  heard  a  wh'-sper  of  a  di  -position  to  separate  from 
Grcat  Britain."  Just  thirty -sc^'cn  days  had  passed  since  John 
Adams  publ'shed  in  Boston:  "That  there  are  any  who  pant 
after  independence,  is  the  greatest  slander  on  the  province." 

The  American  revolution  grew  out  of  the  soul  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  was  an  inevitable  reuilt  of  a  living  alfectiori  for  free- 
dom, which  set  in  motion  harmonious  effort  as  certainly  as  the 
beating  of  the  heart  sends  warmth   and   color   throuo-h  the 
system      The  rustic  heroes  of  tliat  hour  ol)eyed  the  simplest, 
the  highest,  and  the  surest  instincts,  of  which  the  seminal  prin- 
ciple existed  in  all  their  countrymen.     From  nocossity  thoy 
were  impelled  toward  independence  and  self-direction;   this 
doy  revealed  the  plastic  will  which  M'as  to  attract  the  elements 
of  a  nation  to  a  centre,  and  by  an  imiatc  force  to  shape  its  con- 
stitution. 

The  officei-3,  meeting  in  front  of  their  men,  spoke  a  few 
words  with  one  another,  and  Avent  back  to  their  places.  Bar- 
rett, the  colonel,  on  horseback  in  the  rear,  then  gave  the  order 
to  advance,  but  not  to  fire  unless  attacked.  The  calm  features 
of  Isaac  Davis,  of  Acton,  became  changed;  the  town  school- 
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rf  11  ^T"'"''  "''"  ™  P™™''  ""W  ™™'-  afterward 
fin,^  words  strong  enough  to  express  how  deeply  his  faeT^ 

dened  at  tl,o  word  of  command.    "I  have  J  a  man  that t 

a^",d  to  go,"  said  Davis,  looking  at  tho  men  of  Icton    and 

drawmg   „s  »word,  ho  eried :  "  Mar^h ! "    llis  compan"?  'heTn  ' 

on  tho  right,  ed  the  way  toward  tho  bridge,  he  l.imself  af 

thejr  head,  and  by  his  side  Major  John  Buttrik,  of  Coneord 

w.th  Jolm  Eobinson,  of  Westford,  lientenant-eobnc,  in  S 

eotts  regiment,  but  on  this  day  a  volunteer  without  eommanT 

Ihese  three  men  wallced  together  in  front,  followed  by  mi": 

«to-mon  and  militia,  in  double  file,  trailing  a,-ms     The/went 

down  the  hillock,  entered  the  by-road,  oaL  to  t,  '5;  tl 

the  mam  road,  and  there  turned  into  the  causeway  fl  at  M 

straight  to  the  bridge.    The  British  began  to  Zo  t  Ih. 

this,  the  Bn  ish  fired  one  or  two  shots  up  tho  river  •  th  -n  „, 
otlior,  by  which  Luther  Blanchard  and  Joni^  Brow,, 
wounded.  A  volley  followed,  and  Isaac  Dav  sTud  Ibn  r  lo: 
wt  if  t  «''""  'T"  ^''f«-.  Davis  had  btd  hi  "^ 
SdT  ?,  ""'"'"'"  '"'  "'^  <="■■"'«'  !«>»«  ""d  laid  in  her 
bedroom.  H,s  countenance  was  pleasant  in  death.  The  Tod  ™ 
o  wo  others  of  his  company,  who  were  slain  that  da^,  tt^ 
rmight  to  her  house,  and  tho  three  were  followed  to  tl  o  vt 

around     Heaven  gave  her  length  of  days  in  the  land  which 
t-s  self-devotion  assisted  to  redeem.    She  lived  T  see  he 
country  reach  tho  Gulf  of  Mexico  and  tho  plcffie    w hen 
waa  gro™  g,.at  in  number,  wealth,  and  powe,  ho  United 
States  m  congress  bethought  themsolves  to  pay  honors  to  her 
husband's  martyrdom,  and  comfort  her  under  the  d  ubk  bt 
den  of  sorrow  and  of  more  than  ninety  yea,^ 

As  the  British  fired,  Emereon,  who  was  lookin-.  on  from  an 

uneasy  lest  the  fire  sliould  not  be  returned.    It  was  only  for  a 
moment;  Buttrick,  leaping  into  the  air,  .and  at  the  sZ   imo 

Iif  tl°    ^-     ?     „        "  ^""*  *«";  «o™''''l  «'«'•«  wounded. 
In  two  minutes  all  was  hushed.    The  British  retreated  in  <fc 

vol,.   IT. — 11  ^"^ 
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order  toward  their  main  body ;  the  couutrymen  were  left  in 
possession  of  the  bridge.  This  is  the  world  renowned  battle 
OF  Concord  ;  more  eventful  than  Agincourt  or  Blenheim. 

The  Americans  stood  astonished  at  what  they  had  done. 
They  made  no  pursuit  and  did  no  further  harm,  except  that 
one  wounded  soldier,  attempting  to  rise  as  if  to  escape,  was 
struck  on  the  head  by  a  young  man  with  a  hatchet.  The  party 
at  Barrett's  might  have  been  cut  off,  but  was  not  molested. 
As  the  Sudbury  company,  commanded  by  the  brave  Nixon, 
passed  near  the  South  Bridge,  Josiah  Haynes,  then  eighty  years 
of  age,  deacon  of  the  Sudbury  church,  urged  an  attack  on  the 
British  party  stationed  there ;  his  advice  was  rejected  by  his 
fellow-soldiers  as  premature,  but  the  company  in  which  he 
served  proved  among  the  most  alert  during  the  rest  of  the  day. 

In  the  town  of  Concord,  Smith,  for  half  an  hour,  showed 
by  marches  and  countermarches  his  uncertainty  of  purpose. 
At  last,  about  noon,  he  left  the  town,  to  retreat  the  way  he 
came,  along  the  hilly  road  that  wound  through  forests  and 
thickets.  The  minute-men  and  militia,  who  had  taken  part  in 
the  fight,  ran  over  the  hills  opposite  the  battle-field  into  the 
■east  quarter  of  the  town,  crossed  the  pasture  known  as  the 
"  Great  Fields,"  and  placed  themselves  in  ambush  a  little  to 
the  eastward  of  the  village,  near  the  junction  of  the  Bedford 
road.  There  they  were  re-enforced  by  men  from  all  around, 
and  at  that  point  the  chase  of  the  English  began. 

Among  the  foremost  were  the  minut j-men  of  Reading,  led 
by  John  Brooks,  and  accomjianied  by  Foster,  the  minister  of 
Littleton,  as  a  volunteer.  The  company  of  Billerica,  whose 
inhabitants,  in  their  just  indignation  at  Nesbit  and  his  soldiers, 
had  openly  resolved  to  "  use  a  different  style  from  that  of  peti- 
tion and  complaint,"  came  down  from  the  north,  while  the 
East  Sudbury  company  appeared  on  the  south.  A  little  below 
the  Bedford  road  at  Merriara's  comer  the  British  faced  about ; 
but,  after  a  sharp  encounter,  in  which  several  of  them  were 
killed,  they  resumed  their  retreat. 

At  the  high  land  in  Lincoln  the  old  road  bent  toward  the 
north,  just  where  great  trees  on  the  west  and  thickets  on  the 
east  offered  cover  to  the  pursuers.  The  men  from  "Woburn  came 
tip  in  great  numbers,  and  well  armed.     Along  these  defiles 


were 
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fell  eight  of  the  British.    Here  Pitcairn  for  safety  was  forced 
to  qmt  his  horse,  which  was  taken  with  his  pistols  in  their  hoi- 
Bters     A  httle  farther  on,  Jonathan  Wilson,  captain  of  the 
Bedford  mmute-men,  too  zealous  to  keep  on  his  guard,  waa 
killed  by  a  flanking  party.     At  another  defile  in  Lineob  Z 
minute-men  of  Lexington,  commanded  by  John  Parker  re- 
newed the  fight.     Every  pioc3  of  wood,  every  rock  by'tht 
wayside,  served  as  a  lurking-place.     Scai-ce  ten  of  the  Ameri- 
cans were  at  any  time  sean  together;  yet  the  hills  seemed  to 
the  British  to  swarm  with  "rebels,"  as  if  they  had  dropped 
from  the  clouds  and  "the  road  was  hned"  by  an  unintermit- 
ted  fire  from  behind  stone  walls  and  trees. 

At  first  the  invaders  moved  in  order;  as  they  drew  near 
Lexington,  their  flanking  parties  became  ineffective  from 
wearmess;  the  wounded  were  scarce  able  to  get  forward.  In 
the  west  of  Lexington,  as  the  British  were  rising  Fiske's  hill 

hill  ZtT'"'  r"'-  ,  Vf  ''  ''''  ^^^^^-  ''''  ^'  t^e  same 
hill  that  James  Hay  ward,  of  Acton,  encountered  a  regular,  and 

both  at  the  same  moment  fired;  the  regular  dropped  dead- 
Hayward  was  mortally  wounded.  A  little  farther  on  feU  the 
octogenarian,  Josiah  Haynes,  who  had  kept  pace  with  the 
swiftest  m  the  pursuit. 

^  The  British  troops,  "greatly  exhausted  and  fatigued,  and 
naving  expended  almost  all  their  ammunition,"  began  to  run 
rather  than  retreat  in  order.     The  ofiicers  vainly  attempted  to 

^f  l'"M  i'"^''^  """  ^''^''^  ^^^-^  '^^  Americans 
hke  sheep."    At  last,  about  two  in  the  afternoon,  after  they 

low  thTf  1 1    ?  t '''  "^''^^  ''  '''''  *^^^-'  ^^-^  ^  -^^^  bl 
Zr         fYf''  ^'™"S'^  ^^^^^^l^^^'  the  ofiicers  made    ' 
their  way  to  the  front,  and  by  menaces  of  death  began  to  form 
them  under  a  very  heavy  fire. 

^  At  that  moment  Lord  Percy  came  in  sight  with  the  first 
brigade,  consisting  of  Welsh  fusileers,  the  fourth,  the  forty- 
seventh  and  the.  thuLv-eighth  regiments,  in  all  about  twelve 
hundred  men,  witu  two  field-pieces.  Insolent  as  usual,  they 
marched  out  of  Boston  to  the  tune  of  Yankee  Doodle;  bu^ 

tZri^^^""^'^  '*  ^""^^^  '^''y  ^^^^^  «^  '^^  road  de- 
serted.  They  met  not  one  person  to  give  them  tidings  of 
the  party  whom  they  were  sent  to  rescue^  and  now  that^h^y 
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had  made  tlio  junction,  they  could  think  only  of  their  own 
safety. 

While  the  cannon  kept  the  Americans  at  bay,  Percy  formed 
his  detachment  into  a  square,  enclosiufi;  the  fugitives,  who  lay 
down  for  rest  on  the  ground,  "  their  tongues  hanging  out  of 
their  mouths  like  those  of  dogs  after  a  chase." 

After  the  junction  of  the  fugitives  with  Percy,  the  troops 
under  his  command  amounted  to  fully  two  thirds  of  the  British 
anny  in  Poaton  ;  and  yet  they  nmst  lly  before  the  Americana 
speedily  and  fleetly,  or  be  overwhelmed.  Two  wagons,  sent  out 
to  them  with  supplies,  were  waylaid  and  captured  by  Payson, 
the  minister  of  Chelsea.  From  far  and  wide  minute-men  were 
gathering.  The  men  of  Dedham,  even  the  old  men,  received 
their  minister's  blessing  and  went  forth,  in  such  numbers  that 
scarce  one  male  between  sixteen  and  seventy  was  left  at  homo. 
That  morning  William  Prescott  mustered  his  regiment ;  and, 
though  Peppcrell  was  so  remote  that  he  could  not  be  in  season 
for  the  pursuit,  he  hastened  down  with  five  com])anics  of  guards. 
Before  noon  a  messenger  rode  at  full  s]>ced  into  Worcester, 
crying,  "  To  arms !  "  A  f I'esh  horse  was  brought,  and  the  tid- 
ings went  on,  while  the  minute-men  of  that  town,  after  joining 
hurriedly  on  the  common  in  a  fervent  prayer  from  their  min- 
ister, kept  on  the  march  till  they  reached  Cambridge. 

Aware  of  his  perilous  position,  Percy,  resting  but  half  an 
hour,  renewed  the  retreat.  The  light  infantry  marched  in 
front,  the  grenadiers  next,  while  the  first  brigade,  which  fur- 
nished the  very  strong  flanking  parties,  brought  up  the  rear. 
They  were  exposed  to  a  fire  on  each  side,  in  front,  and  from 
behind.  The  Americans,  who  were  good  marksmen,  would 
lie  down  concealed  to  load  their  guns  at  one  place,  and  dis- 
clmrge  them  at  another,  running  from  front  to  flank,  and  from 
flank  to  rear.  Kage  and  revenge  and  shame  at  their  flight  led 
the  regulars  to  plunder  houses  by  the  wayside,  to  destroy  in 
wantonness  windows  and  furniture,  to  set  fire  to  barns  and 
houses. 

Beyond  Lexington  the  troops  were  attacked  by  men  chiefly 
from  Essex  and  the  lower  towns.  The  fire  from  the  rebels 
slackened  till  they  approached  West  Cambridge,  where  Josepli 
Warren  and  William  Heath,  both  of  the  committee  of  safety, 
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the  latter  a  provincial  general  officer,  gave  for  a  moment  some 
appcaranco  of  organi^sation  to  the  pursuit,  and  tlio  light  crow 
sharper  and  more  determined.     Here  the  company  from  Dan- 
vors,  winch  made  a  bre^vstworJc  of  a  pile  of  shingles,  lost  eight 
men,  caugl^t  between  the  enemy's  flank  guard  and  main  body 
ilcro,  too,  a  musket-ball  grazed  the  hair  of  Joseph  Warren 
whose  heart  beat  to  arms,  so  that  he  was  ever  in  the  place  of 
greaest^  danger.     Tiie  British  became  more  and  more  "  exas- 
perated    and  indulged  themselves  in  savage  cruelty.     In  one 
house  they  found  two  aged,  helpless,  unarmed  men,  and  butch- 
ered them  both  without  mercy,  stabbing  them,  breaking  their 
skulls,  and  dashing  out  their  brains.     Hannah  Adams,  wife  of 
Deacon  Joseph  Adams,  of  Cambridge,  lay  in  child-bed  with  a 
babe  of  a  week  old,  but  was  forced  to  crawl  with  her  infant  in 
her  anns  and  almost  naked  to  a  corn-shed,  while  the  soldiers 
set  her  house  on  hrc.     At  Cambridge,  an  idiot,  perched  on  a 

killed      Of'Tl  ''a  '  ^"'"^^  r"^'  ^^^  ™^-^^  ''^^'  ^t  --^ 
ciJJed.     Of  the  Americans,  there  were  never  more  than  four 

hundred  together  at  any  one  time ;  but,  as  some  grew  tired  or 
used  up  their  ammunition,  others  took  their  places;  and, 
though  there  was  not  much  concert  or  discipline,  and  no  attax^k 
with  masses,  the  pursuit  never  flagged. 

IBelow  West  Cambridge  the  niilitia  from  Dorchester,  Kox- 
bury,  and  Brookline  came  up.  Of  these,  Isaac  Gardner,  of  the 
aUer  place  one  on  whom  the  colony  rested  many  hopes,  fell 
about  a  rnile  west  of  Harvard  college.  The  field-pieces  began 
to  lose  their  terror,  so  that  the  Americans  pressed  upon  the 
icar  of  the  fugitive.,  whose  retreat  was  as  rapid  as  it  possibly 
could  be.  A  httle  after  sunset  the  survivors  escaped  acros^ 
Chariestown  neck.  ^ 

^^'\  *^-^;P«  of  Torcy  had  marched  thirty  miles  in  ten  hours : 
the  party  of  Smith,  in  six  hours,  had  retreated  twenty  miles' 
the  guns  0  the  ships-of-war  and  the  menace  to  bum  the  town 
of  Chariestown  saved  them  from  annoyance  during  their  rest 
on  Bunker  Hill,  and  while  they  were  ferried  acrol  Cha  e 
nver.  vyucmco 

On  that  day  forty-nine  Americans  were  killed,  thirty-four 
wounded,  and  five  missing.     The  loss  of  the  British  in  killed 
wounded,  and  missing,  was  two  hundred  and  seventy-three.' 
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Among  the  wounded  were  many  officers ;  Smith  was  hurt 
severely.    Many  more  were  disabled  by  fatigue. 

All  the  following  night  the  men  of  Massachusetts  streamed 
in  from  scores  of  miles  around,  old  men  as  well  as  young. 
They  had  scarce  a  semblance  of  artillery  or  warlike  stores,  no 
powder,  nor  organization,  nor  provisions ;  but  there  they  were, 
thousands  with  brave  hearts,  determined  to  rescue  the  liberties 
of  their  country.  "  The  night  preceding  the  outrages  at  Lex- 
ington there  were  not  fifty  people  in  the  whole  colony  that 
ever  expected  any  blood  would  be  shed  in  the  contest ; "  the 
night  after,  the  king's  governor  and  the  king's  array  found 
themselves  closely  beleaguered  in  Boston. 

"  The  next  news  from  England  must  be  conciliatory,  or  the 
connection  between  us  ends,"  said  Warren.  "  This  month," 
so  William  Emerson  of  Concord,  late  chaplain  to  the  provin- 
cial congress,  chronicled  in  a  blank  leaf  of  his  almanac,  "  is 
remarkable  for  the  greatest  events  of  the  present  age."  "  From 
the  nineteenth  of  April  17T5,"  said  Clark,  of  Lexington,  on 
its  first  anniversary,  "  will  be  dated  the  liberty  of  the  Ameri- 
can world." 
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CHAPTER  XL 

EFFECTS   OF   THE  DAY   OF   LEXINGTON  AND   CONCOED. 

tue  general  eising. 

April- June  1775. 

Darkness  closed  upon  the  country  and  upon  the  town 
but  It  was  no  night  for  sleep.     Heralds  by  swift  relays  trans- 
mitted the  war  message  from  hand  to  hand,  till  village  re- 
peated It  to  village ;  the  sea  to  the  backwoods ;  the  plains  to 
the  highlands;  and  it  was  never  suffered  to  droop  till  it  had 
been  borne  north  and  south,  and  east  and  west,  throughout  the 
knd.     It  spread  over  the  bays  that  received  the  Saco  and  the 
Penobscot  and  the  St.  John's.     Its  loud  reveille  broke  the  rest 
of  the  trappers  of  New  Hampshire,  and,  ringing  like  bugle- 
notes  from  peak  to  peak,  overieapt  the  Green  Mountains,  swept 
onward  to  Montreal,  and  descended  the  ocean  river,  till  the 
responses  were  echoed  from  the  cliffs  of  Quebec.     The  hills 
along  the  Hudson  told  one  to  another  the  tale.     As  the  sum- 
mons hurried  to  the  south,  it  was  one  day  at  New  York-  in 
one  more  at  Philadelphia;  the  next  it  lighted  a  watchtire  at 
i>altnnore ;  thence  it  waked  an  answer  at  Annapolis.     Crossing 
tne  Potomac  near  Mount  Vernon,  it  was  sent  forward  without 
a  halt  to  Williamsburg.     It  traversed  the  Dismal  Swamp  to 
Nansemond  along  the  route  of  the  first  emigrants  to  North 
Carolina.     It  moved  onward  and  still  onward  through  bound- 
less forests  of  pines  to  Newbern  and  to  Wilmington.     "For 
God  8  sake,  forward  it  by  night  and  by  day,"  wrote  Cornelius 
Haniett  by  the  express  which  sped  for  Brunswick.     Patriots 
ot  bouth  Carolina  caught  up  its  tones  at  the  border,  and  de- 
spatched it  to  Charleston,  and  through  moss-clad  Hve  oaks 
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and  palmettoes  still  farther  to  tlio  south,  till  it  resounded 
among  the  New  England  settlements  beyond  the  Savannah. 
Hillsborough  and  the  Mecklenburg  district  of  North  Carolina 
rose  in  triumph,  now  that  their  wearisome  uncertainty  had 
its  end.     The  Blue  Ridge  took  up  the  voice,  and  made  it 
heard  from  one  end  to  the  other  of  the  valley  of  Virginia. 
The  Alleghanies  opened  their  barriers,  that  the  "  loud  call " 
might  pass  through  to  the  hardy  riflemen  on  the  Ilolston,  the 
Watauga,  and  the  French  Broad.     Ever  renewing  its  strength, 
powerful  enough  even  to  create  a  commonwealth,  it  breathed 
its  inspiring  word  to  the  first  settlers  of  Kentucky;  so  that 
hunters,  who  made  their  halt  in  the  matchless  valley  of  the 
Elkhorn,  commemorated  the  nineteenth  day  of  April  by  nam- 
ing their  encampment  Lexington. 

^  With  one  impulse,  the  colonies  sprung  to  anns ;  with  one 
spirit,  they  pledged  themselves  to  each  other  "  to  be  ready  for 
the  extreme  event."  With  one  heart,  the  continent  cried: 
"  Liberty  or  Death." 

The  first  measure  of  the  Massachusetts  committee  of  safety, 
after  the  da^vn  of  the  twentieth  of  April,  was  a  ch-cular  to  the 
several  towns  in  Massachusetts.  "We  conjure  you,"  they 
wrote,  "by  all  that  is  dear,  by  all  that  is  sacred;  wc  beg  and 
entreat,  as  you  will  answer  it  to  your  country,  to  your  con- 
sciences, and,  above  all,  to  God  himself,  that  you  will  hasten 
and  encourage  by  all  possible  means  the  enlistment  of  men  to 
form  the  army,  and  send  them  forward  to  head-quarters  at 
Cambridge  with  that  expedition  which  the  vast  importance 
and  instant  urgency  of  the  affair  demands." 

The  country  people  of  Massachusetts  had  not  waited  for 
the  call.  As  soon  as  they  heai-d  the  cry  of  blood  they  snatched 
their  firelocks  from  the  walls,  and  wives  and  mothers  and  sis- 
ters took  part  in  preparing  tlie  men  of  their  households  to  go 
forth  to  the  war.  The  farmers  rushed  to  "  the  camp  of  liberty," 
often  with  nothing  but  the  clothes  on  their  backs,  Avithout'a 
day's  provisions,  and  many  without  a  farthing  in  their  pockets. 
Their  country  was  in  danger;  their  brethren  were  slaughtered ; 
their  arms  alone  employed  their  attention.  On  their  way,  the 
inhabitants  opened  their  hospitable  doors,  and  all  things  were 
in  common.    For  the  first  night  of  the  siege,  Prescott  of  Pep- 
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perell,  with  his  Middlesex  minute-men,  kept  the  watch  over  the 
cntraneo  to  Boston;  and,  while  Gage  was  driven  for  safety  to 
fortify  lie  town  at  all  points,  the  Americans  talked  of  drivW 
him  and  his  regiments  into  tlie  sea.  ® 

At  the  same  time,  tlie  committee  by  letter  gave  the  story 
of  the  prccedmg  day  to  New  Hampshire  and  Connecticut^ 
whose  assistance  they  entreated.     "We  shall  be  glad,"  they 
wrote,  "that  our  brethren  who  come  to  our  aid  may  ie  sup^ 
p  led  with  mihtary  stores  and  provisions,  as  we  have  none 
of  either  more  than  is  absolutely  necessary  for  ourselves." 
And  without   stores  or  cannon,   or  supplies  even  of  pow- 
cler,  or  of  money,  Massachusetts,  by  its  conjrress,  on  the  twen- 
ty-second of  April,  resolved  unanimously  that  a  New  Eng- 
land army  of   thirty   tlousand  men  should  be   raised,   and 
rrS^'t)     ;  ^-%1-P-tion  at  thirteen  thousand  six' hmi 
D^Bcemb^r .'  "'"'''  ™  ^""'^  ^''  '^'  ^^^*  ^ay  of 

Long  before  this  summons,  the  ferries  over  the  Merrimack 
were  crowded  by  men  from  New  Hampshire.     "  We  ^o  '^said 
hey,  "  to  the  assistance  of  our  brethren."    By  one  o^cl'ock  of 
he   wentie  h,  upward  of  sixty  men  of  Nottingham  assembled 
at  tlie  meeting-house  with  arms  and  equipments,  under  Cilley 
arid  Dearborn ;  before  two,  they  were  joined  by  bands  from 
Deerfield  and  Epsom ;  and  they  set  out  together  for  Cambridge! 
At  dusk  they  reached  Haverhill  ferry,  a  distance  of  twenty, 
seven  miles  having  run  rather  than  marched ;  they  halted  in 
Andover  only  for  refreshments,  and,  traversing  fift/five  miles 
m  less  than  twenty  hours,  by  sunrise  of  the  twenty-fost  paraded 
on  Cambridge  common.  ^ 

Tlie  veteran  John  Stark,  skilled  in  the  ways  of  the  Indian 
he  English,  and  his  countrymen,  able  to  take  his  rest  on  ^ 
bear-skm  with  a  bank  of  snow  for  a  pillow,  frank  and  humane 
eccentric  but  true,  famed  for  coolness  and  courage  and  in 
tegrity,  had  no  nval  in  the  confidence  of  his  neighbors,  and 
was  chosen  colonel  of  their  regiment  by  their  unanfmous  vl 

the  Zf  ?    't ''  *''  "^"^  ''  ''^^*^^"'  -  *^^  -y  encourag   g 
the  volun  eers  to  rendezvous  at  Medford.     So  many  followed 

I'  h  t W  h  T1"^  '\  *'^  twenty-second,  he  was  detach  d 
with  three  hundred  to  take  post  at  Chelsea,  where  his  battalion, 
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which  was  one  of  the  fullest  in  the  besieging  army,  became  a 
model  for  its  discipline. 

By  the  twenty-third  there  were  already  about  two  thousand 
men  from  the  interior  parts  of  New  Hampshire,  desu-ous  "not 
to  return  before  the  work  was  done."  Many  who  remained 
near  the  upper  Connecticut  threw  up  the  civil  and  military 
commissions  held  from  the  king ;  for,  said  they,  "  the  long  has 
forfeited  his  crown,  and  all  commissions  from  him  are  there- 
fore vacated." 

In  Connecticut,  Trumbull,  the  governor,  sent  out  writs 
to  convene  the  legislature  of  tlic  colony  at  Hartford  on  the 
Wednesday  following  the  battle.  On  the  morning  of  the 
twentieth,  Israel  Putnam  of  Pomfret,  in  leather  frock  and 
apron,  was  assisting  hired  men  to  build  a  stono  wall  on  hia 
farm,  when  he  heard  tlie  cry  from  Lexington.  He  set  off.  in- 
stantly to  rouse  the  militia  officers  of  the  nearest  towns.  On 
his  return,  he  found  hundreds  who  had  mustered  and  chosen 
him  their  leader.  Issuing  orders  for  them  to  follow,  he  pushed 
forward  without  chaiiging  the  check  shirt  he  had  wora  in  the 
field,  and  readied  Cambridge  at  sunrise  the  next  morning, 
having  ridden  the  same  horse  a  hundred  miles  within  eighteen 
hour?  He  brought  to  the  service  of  his  coimtry  com\ige,  and 
a  heart  than  which  none  throbbed  more  honestly  or  warmly 
for  American  freedom. 

Prom  'Wethersfield  a  hundred  young  volunteers  marched 
for  Boston  on  the  twenty-second,  well  armed  and  in  high 
spirits.  I'rom  the  neighboring  towns  men  of  the  largest 
estates,  and  the  most  esteemed  for  character,  seized  their  lire- 
loclcs  and  followed.  By  the  second  night,  several  thousands 
from  the  colony  were  on  their  way.  Some  had  fixed  on  their 
standards  and  drums  the  colony  arms,  and  round  it,  in  letters 
of  gold,  the  motto,  that  God  who  brought  over  their  fathers 
would  sustain  the  sons. 

In  New  Haven,  Benedict  Arnold,  captain  of  a  volunteer 
company,  agreed  with  his  men  to  march  the  next  morning  for 
Boston.  "  Wait  for  proper  orders,"  was  the  advice  of  Wooster ; 
but  their  self-willed  commander,  brooking  no  delay,  extorted 
supplies  from  the  committee  of  the  town,  and  on  the  tv/enty- 
ninth  reached  the  American  head-quai-ters  with  his  company. 
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There  was  ecarcclj  a  town  in  Connecticut  that  waa  not  repre- 
sented among  the  besiegers. 

The  nearest  towns  of  Rhode  Island  were  in  motion  before 
the  British  had  finished  their  retreat.    At  the  instance  of  Hop- 
lans  and  others,  Wanton,  the  governor,  though  himself  inclined 
to  the  royal  side,  called  an  assembly.     Its  members  were  all 
of  one  mind  •  and  when  Wanton,  ,vith  several  of  the  council 
showed  hesitation,  they  resolved,  if  necessary,  to  proceed  alone' 
Ihe  council  yielded,  and  confirmed  the  unanimous  vote  of  the 
assembly  for  raising  an  army  of  fifteen  hundred  men     «  The 
colony  of  Rhode  Island,"  wrote  Bowler,  the  speaker,  to  the 
Massachusetts  congress,  "  is  firm  and  determined ;  and  a  greater 
unanimity  in  the  lower  house  scarce  ever  prevailed."     Com- 
panies of  the  men  of  Rhode  Island  preceded  this  early  message. 
Massachusetts  gained  confidence  now  that  New  Hampshire 
and  Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island  had  come   to  its  support. 
Ihe  N^ew  England  volunteers  were  men  of  substantial  worth, 
ot  whom  almost  every  one  represented  a  household      The 
members  of  the  several  companies  were  well  known  to  each 
other,  as  to  brothers,  kindred,  and  to^vnsmen ;  known  to  the 
old  men  who  remained  at  home,  and  to  all  the  matrons  and 
maidens.     They  were  sure  to  be  remembered  weeklv  in  the 
exercises  of  the  congregations;  and  morning  and  cvenino-  in 
the  usual  family  devotions,  they  were  commended  with^fer- 
vent  piety  to  the  protection  of  heaven.     Every  young  soldier 
lived  and  acted,  as  it  were,  under  the  keen  observation  of  all 
those  among  whom  he  had  grown  up,  and  was  sure  that  hk 
conduct  would  occupy  the  tongues  of  his  village  companions 
while  ho  was  m  the  field,  and  be  remembered  his  life  long 
Ihe  camp  of  liberty  was  a  gathering  in  arms  of  schoolmates, 
neighbors   and  friends ;  and  Boston  was  beleaguered  round 
from  Roxbury  to  Chelsea  by  an  unorganized,  fluctuating  mass 
01  men,  each  with  his  own  musket  and  his  little  store  of  car- 
tridges, and  such  provisions  as  he  brought  with  him    or  as 
were  sent  after  him,  or  could  be  contributed  by  the 'people 
round  about.  ^     ^ 

The  British  officers,  from  their  own  weakness  and  from  fear 
ot  the  American  marksmen,  dared  not  order  a  sally.  Their  con- 
tmement  was  the  more  irlcGome,  for  it  came  of  a  sudden  before 
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their  magazines  had  been  fiUed,  and  was  followed  by  "an  im- 
mediate stop  to  supplies  of  every  kind."     They  had  scoffed  at 
the  Americans  as  cowards  who  would  ran  at  their  sight ;  and 
they  had  saved  themselves  only  by  the  rapidity  of  their  re- 
treat.   Ee-enforcements  and  three  new  general  officers  were 
abeady  on  the  Atlantic,  and  these  would  have  to  be  received 
into  straitened  quarters  by  a  defeated  army.    England,  and 
even  the  ministers,  would  condemn  the  inglorious  expedition 
which  had  brought  about  so  sudden  and  so  fatal  a  change 
The  officers  shrunk  from  avowing  their  own  acts ;  and,  though 
no  one  would  say  that  he  had  seen  the  Americans  fire  first 
they  tried  to  make  it  pass  current  that  a  handful  of  country' 
men  at  Lexington  had  begun  a  fight  with  a  detachment  that 
outnumbered  them  as  twelve  to  one. 

The  Americans,  slowly  provoked  and  long-suffering,  treated 
the  pnsoners  with  tenderness,  nursed  the  wounded  as  though 
they  had  been  kinsmen,  and  invited  Gage  to  send  out  British 
surgeons  for  then-  relief.  Yet  Percy  could  degrade  himself  so 
far  as  to  calumniate  the  country  people  who  gave  him  chase 
and  officially  lend  himself  to  the  falsehood  that  "the  rebels 
scalped  and  cut  off  the  ears  of  some  of  the  wounded  who  fell 
mto  their  hands."  He  should  have  respected  the  name  which 
he  bore;  and  he  should  have  respected  the  men  before  whom 
he  fled. 

To  the  inhabitants  of  Boston,  Gage  made  the  offer  that  if 
they  would  promise  not  to  join  in  an  attack  on  his  troops,  and 
would  lodge  their  arms  witb  the  selectmen  at  Faneuil  Hall  the 
men,  women,  and  children,  with  all  their  effects,  should  have 
safe  conduct  out  of  the  town.  The  proposal  was  accepted.  For 
several  days  the  road  to  Eoxbury  was  thronged  with  wagons 
aiid  trains  of  exiles;  but  they  were  not  allowed  to  ta^e  with 
them  any  food.  I'he  provincial  congress  devised  measures  for 
distributmg  five  thousand  of  the  poor  among  the  villages  of 
the  interior.  But  the  loyalists  of  Boston,  of  whom  two  hun- 
dred entered  the  king's  service,  soon  prevailed  with  Gage  to 
violate  his  word. 

On  the  twenty-seventh  of  April  the  assembly  of  Connecti- 
cut read  the  vote  of  Massachusetts,  that  :N'ew  England  should 
bring  into  the  field  thirty  thousand  men.     On  the  next  day 
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n^ure  him  of  their  most  Arm  resolution  to  defend  their  ri-^hta 
to  he  las  extremity  and  to  aid  their  b,.thren.  The  mi  stn 
was  friutless ;  but  in  the  mean  time  the  populous  colony  made 
ready  to  treat  with  sword  in  hand.  ^ 

as  IL  T  t  r"™»'i^'J'  ""O  -^oeived  encomiums  Zi 
the  good  order  which  prevailed  in  his  division ;  but  Ward  tie 
general  who  was  at  Cambridge,  had  the  yirtaes  of  a  mS-^te 
ratter  than  of  a  soldier.  He  was  old,  unused  to  a  tf2Z 
mJ.  ary  command,  too  infirm  to  appear  on  hoi^eback^l^d 
wantmgm  'qmck  decision  and  activity."  The  troops  f™m 
other  colomes,  under  leaders  of  their  own,  did  not  ^  yet  foZ 
an  integral  part  of  one  "  grand  American  "  army 
d„7  I      Mff ="='"^^'to  volunteers,  the  namber  varied  from 

fhrc^e'  ff  rt'  t"  "• "™'  ^""^  ="-»'  - »- - 

tney  came,  for  want  of  pro-N'ons  or  clothes  or  from  t1,» 
p^ssure  of  affairs  which  they  had  left  so  sudde  ly  Of  tho'e 
who  enlisted  m  the  Massachusetts  army  a  vei-v  L^.L  u 
absented  themselves  on  furlough.  W  J  f:a:7thafhe  Znld 
be  left  alone  Of  artillery,  there  were  no  more  than  si/th™^ 
pounders  and  one  six-pounde.  in  Cambridge,  beside    six^en 

rr  "  ZT"^^'  "*  '^'^^™*  -^^«.  =o»^  of  them  go  ffor 
nothing.  There  was  no  ammunition  but  for  the  sif  ttel 
pounder.,  and  yeiy  little  even  for  them.  After  seourU  fl™ 
prmcpal  counties,  the  whole  amount  of  powder  that  odd  be 
found  was  less  than  sixty-eight  baiTels  The  other  cS 
were  equally  unprovided.    In  the  colony  of  New  York  thcr^ 

Notwithstanding  these  obstacles,  the  scheming  genius  of 
New  England  wa.  in  the  highest  activity.    While  thTexnedi 
tion  against  Tieonderoga  was  sanctioned  by  a  commWon 
granted  to  Benedict  Arnold,  the  Massachuset  Jcon~S 

er,  of  Wal  ham,  a  proposition  to  march  with  a  body  of  five 
hundred  vo  unteers  to  Quebec,  by  way  of  the  riverienneblc 
and  Chaudieie,  m  order  to  draw  the  governor  of  CanX^M 

western  frontiers  from  inroads.     He  was  sure  it  "could  be 
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The  design  did 


executed  with  all  the  facility  imaginable, 
not  pass  out  of  mind. 

JS^ext  to  the  want  of  military  stores,  the  poverty  of  the 
Massachusetts  treasury,  which  during  the  winter  had  received 
scai'cely  live  thousand  pounds  of  currency  to  meet  all  expenses 
gave  just  cause  for  apprehension.     For  more  than  twenty 
years  she  had  endeavored  by  legislative  penalties  to  exclude 
the  paper  currency  of  other  provinces,  and  had  issued  no  notes 
of  her  own  but  certificates  cf  debt,  in  advance  of  the  revenue 
These  certificates  were  for  sums  of  six  pounds  and  upward 
beanng  interest ;  they  had  no  forced  circulation,  and  were 
kept  at  par  by  the  high  condition  of  her  credit  and  her  general 
prosperity.      The  co-operation  of  neighboring  colonies  com- 
pelled her  congress,  in  May,  to  legahze  the  paper  money  of 
Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island,  and  to  issue  her  own  treasury 
notes.    Of  her  first  emission  of  one  hundred  thousand  pounds 
there  were  no  notes  under  four  pounds,  and  they  all  preserved 
the  accustomed  form  of  certificates  of  public  debt,  of  which 
the  use  was  not  made  compulsory.    But,  in  less  than  three 
weeks,  an  emission  of  twenty-six  thousand  pounds  was  author- 
ized for  the  advance  pay  to  the  soldiers;  and  these  "soldiers' 
notes,"  of  which  the  smallest  was  for  one  dollar,  were  made  a 
legal  tender  "in  all  payments  without  discounter  abatement." 
Khode  Island  put  out  twenty  thousand  pounds  in  bills    of 
which  the  largest  was  for  forty  shillings,  the  smallest  for  'six- 
pence. 

On  the  fifth  of  May  the  provincial  congress  resolved 
that  General  Gage  had  disquaHfied  himself  for  f/  ing  the 
colony  in  any  capacity ;  that  no  obedience  was  in  future  due 
to  him;  that  he  ought  to  be  guarded  against  as  an  unnatural 
and  inveterate  enemy."  To  take  up  the  powers  of  civil  gov- 
ernment was  an  instant  necessity;  but  the  patriots  of  the 
colony  checked  their  eagerness  to  return  to  their  ancient  cus- 
tom of  annually  electing  their  chief  magistrate,  and  resolved 
to  await  " explicit  advice"  from  the  continental  congress. 

New  Hampshh-e  agreed  to  raise  two  thousand  men,  of 
whom  perhaps  twelve  hundred  reached  the  camp.  Folsom 
was  their  brigadier,  but  John  Stark  was  the  most  trusty  officer. 
Connecticut  offered  six  thousand  men;  and  about  twenty-three 
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hundred  remained  at  Cambridge,  with  Spenser  as  their  chief 

and  Putnam  as  second  brigadier.  '^^' 

Rhode  Island  voted  iifteeu  hundred  men;  and  nrobablv 

xtthan'l  r"""'   1  *'^"  '^PP^-^^   --^  Boston^  td^ 
^athaniel  Greene.     He  was  one  of  eight  sons,  bom  iear  til 

'     ^-^7?tt  Win  Warwick.     In  thft  quiet 'sLlsioT^^^^^^^ 
ton  and  his  followers,  untaught  of  universities,  had  reasoned 

Ameiica  Christ  was  coming  to  his  temple;  that  outward  cere- 
monies, baptism  and  the  eucharist,  and  also  kings  and  lorX 
hishops      d  chaplains,  were  but  carnal  ordinances,'su::  to  We 

voice  of  the  Son  of  God,"  the  voice  of  reason  and  love  The 
father  of  Greene,  descended  from  ancestrv  of  this  schod  lo! 

a  preacher.^    The  son  excelled  in  diligence  and  in  manly  sports 
None  of  his  age  could  wrestle  or  skate  or  rmi  betterflZT 
or^stand  before  him  as  a  neat  ploughman  a^ it^iurm:: 

Aided  by  intelligent  men  of  his  own  village  or  of  Kew 

ing  and  navigation ;  he  studied  Watts's  Logic  Locke  on  Z 
Human  L;ndei.tanding,  pored  over  English  version  Tt  the 
laves  of  Plutarch,  the  Commentaries  o?  C.sar,  ^nd  bccam 

S:;erir^il^^^ '-''  ^^^^^^^  ^-^-^  ^«« 

men  the  stamp  act  was  resisted,  he  and  his  brothers  ralHfirl 

ttdTio"'-  /™/^'"  "'  '-'-.  temperate  raSp^' 
to  and  a  lover  of  order,  he  was  indefatigable  at  study  or  at 
won  .    He  marned,  and  his  home  became  the  abode  of  peace 
and  hosp,tahtj     His  neighbo.^  looked  np  to  him  as  an  cxtraor 
inary  man  and  from  1770  he  wo.  their^epresontatTve  il  the 

w^fTr  h  m  r'""/  ^""^  ">"''=^y  I'^ado;  and  the  spectacle 
wasforh^m  a  good  commentary  on  Sharp's  MilitaoGuido. 
In  1774,  in  a  coat  and  hat  of  the  Quaker  fashion,  he  was  seen 
watelung  he  exercise  and  manoenvres  of  the  Bri  id'  tToopTl^ 
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Oil  the  day  of  Lexington,  Greene,  who  was  then  a  captain, 
started  to  share  in  the  conflict;  but,  being  met  hy  tidincrs  of 
the  retreat  of  the  British,  lie  went  back  to  take  his  scat  in  the 
Rhode  Island  legislature.  lie  served  as  a  commissioner  to 
concert  military  plans  witli  Connecticut;  and,  when  in  May 
the  Rhode  Island  brigade  of  fifteen  hundred  men  was  enlisted, 
he  wag  elected  its  general.  None  murmured  at  the  advance^ 
ment,  which  was  due  to  his  ability. 

On  the  twenty-third  of  April,  the  day  after  the  dissolution 
of  the  provincial  congress  of  New  York,  the  news  from  Lex- 
mgton  burst  upon  the  city.     Though  it  was  Sunday,  the  in- 
habitants  speedily  unloaded  two  sloops  which  lay  at  the  wharfs 
laden  with  flour  and  supplies  for  the  British  at  Boston,  of  the 
value  of  eighty  thousand  pounds.     The  next  day  Dartmouth's 
despatches  arrived  with  Lord  North's  conciliatory  resolve,  and 
with  lavish  promises  of  favor.     But  the  royal  government  lay 
hopelessly  prostrate.     Isaac  Scars  concerted  with  John  Lamb 
to  stop  all  vessels  going  to  Quebec,  Newfoundland,  Georgia, 
or  Boston,  where  British  authority  was  still  supreme.     The 
people  shut  up  the  custom-house,  and  the  merchants  whose 
vessels  were  cleared  out  dared  not  let  them  sail 

In  the  following  days  the  military  stores  of  the  city  of 
New  York  were  secured,  and  volunteer  companies  paraded  m 
the  streets.    Small  cannon  were  hauled  from  the  city  to  King's 
Bridge;  churchmen  as  well  as  Presbyterians  took   up  arms 
As  the  old  committee  of  fifty-one  lagged  behind  the  zeal  of 
the  multitude,  on  the  first  of  May  the  people,  at  the  usual 
places  of  election,  chose  for  the  city  and  county  a  new  general 
committee  of  one  hundred,  who  "resolved  in  the  most  explicit 
manner  to  stand  or  fall  with  the  liberty  of  the  continent."    All 
parts  of  the  colony  were  summoned  to  send  delegates  to  a  pro- 
vincial convention,  to  which  the  city  and  county  of  New  York 
deputed  oue-and-twenty  as  their  representatives. 

Eighty-three  members  of  the  new  general  committee  met 
as  soon  as  they  were  chosen ;  and,  on  the  motion  of  John  Morin 
bcott,  seconded  by  Alexander  Macdougall,  an  association  was 
set  on  foot,  engaging,  by  all  the  ties  of  religion,  honor,  and  love 
of  country,  to  submit  to  committees  and  to  congress,  to  with- 
hold  supplies  from  British  troops,  and  at  the  risk  of  lives  and 
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^;.,  and  espei',;^  /rtrfo^s,  rti^x^t^ 

Tte  royal  council  despatched  two  agouts  to  represcnulT^ 
spontaneity  is  their  hidefeasiWo   birthS %!•'  / 

pSrVii"^'^""  r""  *^'^  "oodrid-trit '  7C 

dissolution  of  the  cLni^  '  T^        *"'  f  ™''"^'  '^™'"''to  '"  » 

b.  .easur.  eltiS^  i.  I  ^^tf  ti  ^ ^^^ 
mit  to  a  regulation  of  commerce  l)v  fl./l     .''f  f ^"^^^^  sub- 

nathet;^  offo  f  •  .  ■'^ '  ^'  ''>  ""=  ™ost  powerful  svm- 
tinent  TP  -f '  '.°^'»'^''™"^Iy  &'*  tl'rongh  the  whole  In- 
sneT'th„       ,"  ^  'f  ""  °"°  "™  '"  «'"  ""'^^  of  liberty     We 

Not  t,?trerrww  r^r  ^»'°"'^'  ^^- 

of  civil  wir  Jni       ^^  "  •^'^"''^  "'"*  al'  t'le  horrors 

b;:i*;:^rrhrers^'Th"fr  ™''"'"» *=>-«» 

chairman  and  eiXithrothl   f  If       ™  "S"^''  1^^  t''^ 
the  fi^t  w^  Johnly^      "'"''  "^  "'^  <=°"»"«^-'  "f  whom 

Ma.°:it:rrcot£/r;:r^^^^^ 
boZ  and  overrd:"r:Ss;n:s  '  '"^  '"^"^  "^ 

VOL.  IV._12  ''^* 
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On  Monday  the  delegation  from  Massachusetts,  with  a  part 
of  tliat  of  New  York,  were  escorted  across  the  Hudson  river 
by  two  hundred  of  the  militia  under  arms,  and  three  hundred 
citizens.  Triumphal  honors  awaited  tliem  at  Newark  and 
Ellzabethto^vn.     The  governor  of  New  Jersey  could  not  con- 

risked  commencing  hos- 


chagrin 


that  Gage  "  had 


ceal  his 

tilities."  On  the  second  oi  May  tlie  New  Jerse^commirtee 
ot  correspondence  called  a  provincial  congress  for  tlie  twenty- 
third  at  Trenton.  To  anticipate  its  influence,  the  governor 
convened  the  regular  assembly  eight  days  eariier  at  Burlington, 
and  laid  before  them  the  project  of  Lord  North.  The  assem- 
bly could  see  in  the  proposition  no  avenue  to  reconciliation, 
aud  declared  their  intention  to  «  abide  by  the  imited  voice  of 
the  continental  congress." 

Such,  too,  was  the  spirit  of  Pennsylvania.     "Let  us  not 
have  it  said  of  Philadelphh  that  she  passed  noble  resolutions 
and  neglected  them,"  weio  the  words  of  Mifflin,  youngest  of 
the  orators  who  on  the  twenty-fifth  of  April  addressed  the 
town-meeting  called  in  that  city  on  receiving  the  news  from 
Lejangton.    Thousands  were  present,  and  agreed  « to  associate 
for  the  purpose  of  defending  with  arms  their  lives,  their  prop- 
erty, and  liberty."     Thomas  Paine  from  that  day  "rejected 
the  sullen  Pharaoh  of  the  British  throne  forever."    Each 
township  in  Berks  county  resolved  to  raise  and  discipline  its 
company.    The  inhabitants  of  Westmoreland  organized  them- 
selves into  regiments.     Reading  formed  a  company  of  men 
who  wore  crape  for  a  cockade,  in  token  of  sorrow  for  the 
slaughter  of  their  brethren.     In  Philadelphia,  thirty  compa- 
nies, with  fifty  to  one  hundred  in  each,  daily  practiced  the 
manual  exercise  of  the  musket.     One  of  them  was  raised  from 
the  Quakers ;  another,  known  as  "  the  Old  Men's,"  consisted 
of  about  fourscore  German  emigrants  who  had  served  in 
Jiiurope. 

The  Pennsylvania  assembly,  which  met  on  the  first  day  of 
May,  rejecting  the  overtures  of  the  governor,  "  could  form  no 
prospect  of  lasting  advantages  for  Pennsylvania  but  from  a 
communication  of  rights  and  property  with  the  other  colonies." 
At  a  banquet  the  toast  was  given :  «  A  speedy  and  happy 
issue  to  the  present  disturbances ; "  to  which  Charles  Lee  over- 


1775. 


THE  GENERAL  RISING  OF  AUEKIOA. 


179 

acting  his  part,  responded :  "  A  speedy  and  scnml  ins„rrn„ 
t:on  m  Great  Britain  and  Ireland."   ^J„  thfflftr  FraX 
arrived  after  a  voyage  over  tl.o  s„,ootI,est  eea,,  and    1.01x1 
monnng  was  nnanimonsly  eloeted  a  depnty  to  thee",  bu 
the  delegation,  to  whieh  Thon.as  Willing  and  JamerWilson 
were  added,  wen)  etill  instrueted  to  eolbino,  if  possible   a 
redress  of  griovanee,  with  "union  and  hannon/b  twe^rSrkt 
Br  tain  and  the  eolonies."    Wilson  was  one  of  (he  &,-^Un,Z 
and  was  eleeted  eaptain  of  a  eompany  of  volnntee«.  ' 

In  Maryland,  at  the  request  of  the  eolonels  of  mihtia  Eden 

6ion,  the  provmeial  eonvention  distmguished  itself  by  ite  IT 
rrn^So^!  '*=""^  -congresfdetennined  tl^X 

inJl  Tjf^'"'?  ™  i''°  '"""'■"'  "*  ^'"y'  "'  'I'O  cry  from  Lbx- 

connllrnl  i^'' ''^  "  insnrn^etions,"  Dunmore  eonvened  the 
couneil,  and  m  a  proelamation  of  the  third  pretended  tbnt  i,! 

mnS  wT  °*  "'""•^l    I'^'ly  Dnnmore  retired  to  the  FowSy 

gunpowderTZf  ^^/f' '  ™d'  =«  »  compensation  for  the 
Sid  thfrt  "'"/;>'^  "^g-^ine,  paid  him  three  hnn- 
eontntnte",^*'  1^'^'=''  ''%--  *»  — '  to  the 
the  value  of  M»^      ^  .'"'"  ""^  ^°'"^^  *°  ^e  more  than 

di™Lt;r- x:t:  "^'^  ^'^^^  — ' 

-uedTpXltnt  -T"."'  *°  ™'"°'^^"^  °— 
W3  "deluT  ™, Ws^r*;^^"^^^^^  Henry"  and 

mimstry  as  "  a  m«^f  ^  .    ^"^  denonneed  him  to  the 

yovy  Jw,  i„\"2„t  f  ^P^'^-^'^^'^ee^,  who  had  been 

mmy  ye™  pa^t "    B„t  ?'"        ''™"  '""""S  tl.o  people  for 
y  years  past.      But  Louisa  eounty,  on  the  eighth,  sent  the 
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insurgents  its  thanks ;  on  the  nintli,  Spottsylvania  approved 
their  prudent,  firm,  and  spirited  conduct ;  and  Orange  countv, 
in  a  letter  signed  among  others  by  the  young  and  studious 
James  Madison,  a  recent  graduate  of  Princeton  college,  de- 
clared :  -  The  blow  struck  in  Massachusetts  is  a  hostile ''attack 
on  this  and  every  other  colony,  and  a  sufficient  warrant  to  use 
reprisal." 

On  the  eleventh,  Patrick  Henry  set  off  for  the  continental 
congress.  Amid  salutes  and  huzzas,  a  volunteer  guard  ac- 
companied him  to  the  Maryland  side  of  the  Potomac,  where, 
as  they  said  farewell,  they  invoked  God's  blessing  on  the 
champion  of  their  "  detirest  rights  and  liberties." 

In  twelve  or  thirteen  days  the  message  from  Lexington 
was  borne  to  Newbern,  in  North  Carolina,  where  it  "  wrought 
a  gi-eat  change."  The  governor,  in  his  panic,  ordered  the  can- 
non in  the  town  to  be  dismounted ;  and,  after  a  remonstrance 
made  in  the  name  of  the  inhabitants  by  Abner  Nash,  "  the 
■oracle  of  their  committee  and  a  principal  promoter  of  sedi- 
tion," he  shipped  his  wife  to  New  York,  and  fled  to  Fort 
Johnston,  where  a  sloop-of-war  had  its  station. 

In  South  Carolina,  Charles  Plnckney,  on  learning  the  in- 
flexibility of  parliament  using  power  intrusted  to  him  by  the 
provincial  congress,  appointed  a  committee  of  five  to  place  the 
•colony  in  a  state  of  defence  ;  on  the  twenty-first  of  April,  the 
very  night  after  their  organization,  men  of  Charleston,  without 
disguise,  under  their  direction,  seized  all  the  powder  in  the 
public  magazines,  and  removed  eight  hundred  stand  of  anns 
and  other  military  stores  from  the  royal  arsenal.     The  tidings 
from  Lexington  induced  the  general  committee  to  hasten  the 
meeting  of  the  provincial  congress,  whose  members,  on  the 
second  of  June,  Henry  Laurens  being  their  president,  associ- 
-ated  themselves  for  defence  against  every  foe  ;  "  ready  to  sac- 
rifice their  lives  and  fortunes   to  secure   her  freedom   and 
safety."     They  resolved  to  raise  two  regiments  of  infantry 
and  a  regiment  of  rangers.     To  this  end,  one  hundred  and 
forty  thousand  pounds  sterling  were  issued  in  bills  of  credit, 
which  for  a  year  and  a  half  did  not  fall  in  value.     "We  are 
ready  to  give  freely  half  or  the  whole  of  our  estates  for  the 
security  of  our  liberties,"  was  the  universal  lan^uao-e. 
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The  militia  officers  throw  up  their  commissions  from  the 
royal  govenior,  and  submitted  to  the  orders  of  conrjress  A 
councd  of  safety  wa.  charged  with  executive  powcra  U  the 
midst  of  these  proceedings  Lord  William  Campbell,  their  new 

hr-i;^TT'^'/°V^''  P'""^"'^'^^  congress  thus  addressed 
hmi .     No  lust  of  mdependence  has  had  the  least  influence 
upon  our  counsels;  no  subjects  more  sincerely  desire  to  testify 
their  loyalty  and  affection.     AVe  deplore  the  measures,  which 
If  persisted  in  nnist  rend  the  British  empire.     Trasdng  the 

e  of  Chai-leston  are  a.  mad  as  they  are  here  in  Boston,"  ™ 
tiie  testimony  of  Gage. 

rt,«I',',V'tM'''  "'  ^'''"*^"'"  '"=''™''  ■'"'">•"  i»  Savannah  on 
the  tenth  of  my,  and  addeu  Georgia  to  tho  union.    At  tha" 

fiTr  ;>  ",'7*  »'=™''te'^"  U'o-sand  white  inhabitants  and 

thousand.    Ilor  frontier,  which  extended  from  AuRiBfa  to  St 
Mao^'s  was  threatened  by  the  Creeto,  with  four  tho^and  wa^! 
nors;  t^ie  Ch.ekosas,  with  foar  hundred  and  fifty;  the  Chero- 
kee,,  w,th  three  thousand ;  the  Choetos,  with  twenty-five  hZ 
drcd.    But  danger  eould  not  make  her  people  hesitate.     On 
the  n,ght  of^the  eleventh,  Noble  Wimberley  Jones,  Joseph 
Habersham,  Edward  Telfair,  and  othe,.,  broke  open  the  k  J's 
m-^zme  „,  the  eastern  part  of  the  eity,  and  took  from  it  ofer 
five  hundred  pounds  of  powder.    To  the  Boston  wanderers 
th^  sent  s,.ty.three  barrels  of  rice  and  one  hundred  Ind 
twenty-two  pounds  m  specie;  and  they  kept  the  king's  birth- 
day by ra,smg  a  libeny-pole.    "A  general  rebellion Ihreugh. 
out  America  ,s  commg  on  suddenly  and  swiftly,"  reported  Sir 

the  North,  was  planned  in  Connecticat,  and  e.eeuted  at  her 

T^^,  ,7™''  ,"""  °*"^'  ""  '"^  ™y  to  Hartford,  crossing 
Arnold  who  was  bound  for  Massachusetts,  obtained  of  him  an 
aeeonnt  of  the  state  of  Tieenderoga,  and  the  gr^at  numter™ 
«s  brass  e.annon.  At  Hartford,  en  the  twenty-sfventh  of  Apl 
Papons,  takmg  as  h.s  advisers  Samuel  Wyllysand  Silas  DeC 
with  the  assistance  of  three  others  projected  the  capture  of  the 
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fort;  and,  without  formally  consulting  the  assembly  or  the 
governor  and  council,  they,  on  their  own  receipts,  obtained 
money  from  the  public  treasury,  and  on  the  twenty-eighth  sent 
forward  Noah  Phelps  and  Bernard  Eomans.     The  next  day 
Captain  Edward  Mott,  of  Preston,  chai:  nan  of  the  Connecti- 
cut  committee,  followed  with  five  associates.    Ethan  AUen  was 
encouraged  by  an  express  messenger  to  raise  men  chiefly  in  the 
JSTew  Hampshire  Grants.     On  the  morning  of  the  first  of  May 
the  party,  which  had  grown  to  the  number  of  sixteen,  left  Salis- 
bury.    At  Pittsfield,  in  Massachusetts,  the  Connecticut  party 
were  joined  by  John  Brown,  the  young  lawyer  of  that  viUage, 
by  Colonel  James  Easton,  and  by  volunteers  from  Berkshii-e 
At  Bennington  they  found  Ethan  Allen,  who  sent  the  alann 
through  the  '  ^'ils  and  valleys  of  Vermont ;  and  on  Sunday,  the 
seventh  o.       ly,  about  one  hundred  Green  Mountain  Boys  and 
i-ear  fifty  8.>idiers  from  Massachusetts,  under  the  command  of 
Easton,  rallied  at  Castleton.     Just  then  arrived  Arnold,  with 
only  one  attendant.     He  brought  a  commission  from  the  Mas- 
sachusetts  committee  of  safety,  which  was  disregarded:  and 
the  men  unanhnously  elected  Ethan  Allen  their  chief. 

On  the  ninth  the  party  arrived  at  Orwell.     With  the  ut- 
most difficulty,  a  few  boats  were  brought  together ;  and  eighty- 
three  men,  crossing  the  lake  with  Allen,  landed  near  Ticon- 
deroga.     The  boats  were  sent  back  for  Seth  ^¥amer  and  the 
rear-guard ;  but,  if  they  were  to  be  waited  for,  there  could  be 
no  surprise.     The  men  were  therefore  at  once  draxvn  up  in 
three  ranks;  and,  as  the  fir«t  beams  of  morning  broke  upon 
the  mountain  peaks,  Allen  addressed  them:  "Friends  and  fel- 
low-soldiers, we  must  this  morning  quit  our  pretensions  to 
valor  or  possess  ourselves  of  this  fortress ;  and,  inasmuch  as  it 
m  a  desperate  attempt,  I  do  not  urge  it  on,  contrary  to  will. 
You  thaUvill  rndertake  voluntarily,  poise  your  firelock." 

•  ifn,  .  T""^'  ^""^""^  ^''''^^'^^'  ^'"^  P'^^^e^^-  "  Face  to  the 
nght !  cried  Allen ;  and,  placing  himself  at  the  head  of  the 
cen  re  file,  Arnold  keeping  emulously  at  his  side,  he  marched 
to  the  gate.  It  was  shut,  but  the  wicket  was  open.  The  sentry 
snapped  a  fusil  at  him.  The  Americans  rushed  into  the  fort, 
darted  upon  the  guards,  and,  raising  the  Indian  war-whoop, 
6uch  as  had  not  been  heard  there  since  the  days  of  Montealm. 
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fonned  on  the  parade  in  hoUow  square,  to  face  each  of  the  bar- 
racks.     One  of  the  sentries,  after  wounding  an  officer,  and 
being  shghtly  wounded  himself,  cried  out  for  quarter    and 
showed  the  way  to  the  apartment  of  the  commander.     "  Come 
fortn  instantly,  or  I  wiU  sacrifice  the  whole  garrison,"  cried 
Ethan  Allen  as  he  reached  the  door.     At  this,  Delaplace,  the 
commander,  came  out  undressed,  with  his  breeches  in  his  hand 
Deliver  tc  me  the  fort  instantly,"  said  Allen.     -By  what 
authonty  ? "  asked  Delaplace.     "  In  the  name  of  the  greal  Je- 
hovah, and  the  continental  confrrcss ! "  answered  AUeu     Dela- 
place began  to  speak  again,  hat  was  peremptorily  intemipted- 
and,  at  sight  of  Allen's  dravm  sword  neai-  his  head,  he  gave  iip' 
tlie  garrison   ordering  his  men  to  be  paraded  without  arms^ 
Thus  Ticonderoga,  which  cost  the  British  nation  eight  miUions 
sterling,  a  succession  of  campaigns,  and  many  livesfwas  won  in 

z:^^ixi!'^  '-'''^-'  -'-'--'  ^^^^-  *^^ 

The  Americans  took  with  the  fortress  neark  fifty  prisoners 
who  as  of  rjght,  we.-o  sent  to  Conneotieut;  ;nd  they^lej 
one  th.rteen-mch  mortar,  more  than  a  hnndred  pieces  of  can- 
non swivels,  stores,  and  small  arms.  To  a  detachment  under 
Seth  Warner,  Crown  Point,  with  its  garrison  of  twelve  men 
surrendered  upon  the  first  summons.  Another  party  succerfed 
m  making  a  prisoner  of  Skene,  a  dangerous  British  agent ;  and 
■ngettmg  possession  of  Skenesborough,  now  known  as  White- 

John  Brown,  of  Pittsfleld,  was  charged  to  carry  to  the  con- 
tmcntal  congress  tne  account  of  the  great  acquisition  which 
inaugurated  the  day  of  i,«  assembhng'    Mean'time,  "ntU  £ 
advice  could  be  k-nown,  the  legislature  of  Massachusetts,  con 
s  dering  that  tlie  expedition  began  in  Connecticut,  requerd 

:o;:sra:^d  T..  -"-^  *-  '^'^^ '"« ™"^-  -^---^ 

The  movement  extended  itself  eastward  to  the  borders  of 
New  England.  The  Canceaux,  a  kingV,  ship,  lay  at  a^cW 
in  Portland  harbor;  on  the  eleventh  of  May  a  paky  of  six^v 
TwT  Georgetown,  too  feeble  to  take Vves^M 3 
Mowat,  Its  captam,  and  two  of  his  oflice..,  who  chanced  to  be 
with  him  on  shore.    The  oflieer  left  in  command  of  the  ship 
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threatened  and  even  began  a  bombardment  of  the  town.  At  a 
late  honr  Mowat  was  released  for  the  night.  The  desire  for 
revenge  rankled  in  his  veins,  and  infeeted  the  adm  w7f  Z 

To  the  harbor  of  MaehioB  a  king's  eutter,  the  Mai-^aretta 
convoked  two  sloops  to  be  f„.igbted  with  Inmberfortl™ 
at  Loston.    On  Sunday,  the  eleventh  of  June,  the  patriots  of 
the  town   aided  by  volunteers  from  Mispeelca  and  Pleasant 
R.ver  se«ed  the  captain  of  the  sloops  "in  the  meet,ng-hour" 
and  afterward  got  possession  of  bis  vessels.    The  MimarJl 
d.d  not  fire  on  the  town,  but  in  the  dusk  of  the  eveZg  flu 
down  the  harbor,  and  the  ne.xt  morning  proeoeded  on  her  vov- 
age.  ^  She  was  pursued  by  Captain  Jeremiali  O'Brien  .and  fortv 
men  in  one  of  the  eaptured  sloop,  and  by  twenty  othen,  from 
IT  '"  "Z"''"™'"-!  ^-xJ-  being  a  dull  saiHshe  was  soon 
overtaken.    An  obstinate  sea-fight  took  plaee;  'the  ea,"ain  of 
the  eutter  was  mo.tally  wounded  and  six  of  his  men  were  hurt 
when,  af  er  an  hour's  i-esist.aneo,  the  British  flag  was  struck,  fo^ 
the  first  tune  on  the  ocean,  to  Americans. 

of  W  T'^t"  "^  "i"?™""'  *°  *'">  ""^  """J'  o"  *°  »»™ntb 
of  June  been  discussed  m  the  congress  of  Massachusetts;  but 
It  was  diftcult  for  the  colony  to  conceive  itself  in  a  state  of 
war  ,v,th  Great  Britain.    "A  war  h.as  begun,"  wrote  Joseph 
.barren,  from  the  Massachusetts  congress;  "but  I  hope  Brit- 
a.n_,  after  a  ful  conviction  both  of  our  .ability  and  resolution  to 
ma  ntam  our  ngbt,  will  act  with  wisdom;  this  X  most  heartily 
MT'h,  as  I  feel  a  warm  aifection  still  for  the  parent  state." 
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CHAPTER  XII. 

THE  AMERICAS  EEVOLmOH  IMANATES  mOM  THE  PEOPIB 

May-July  1775. 
The  MassiM-Uusetts  congre™,  by  a  swift  ship,  sent  to  EnRland 

.  of  Apnl,  forffled  by  depositions,  with  a  charge  to  Arthur  Lee 
thejr  agent,  to  give  it  the  widest  circulation.  The  o  tro 
thmr  words  to  the  inhabitants  of  Britain.  " Brethren,  wo  Z 
fess  to  be  loyal  and  dutiful  subjects,  and,  so  hai'dly  dclwtth 
as  we  h.™  been,  are  stiU  ready,  with  onr'lives  and  fortuuerto 
defend  the  pe.«n,  family,  crown,  and  dignity  of  our  royd 
sovercgn.  mrertheless,  to  the  persecutio°n  L  tyln^rf 
his  erne  ministry  we  will  not  submit ;  appealing  to  heuvaf  for 
the  justice  of  our  cause,  we  dotennine  to  die  or  be  free™ 

Ihe  news  from  Lexington  and  Concord  surin-ised  London 
m  the  las  days  of  May.  The  people  of  England  were  sad 
dened  at  the  eonffict,  which  they  had  been  tokl  never  would 
come ;  and  were  irresolute  between  national  pride  and  slplv 
with  he  s  ruggle  for  English  liberties.  "  The  etfecteSS 
Gage's  attempt  at  Concord  are  fatal,"  said  Dartmoutl^  "To 
happy  moment  of  advantage  is  lost."  The  eondemntLn  o 
Gage  was  universal.  Hutchinson,  the  chief  misleader  of  the 
goverament,  vainly  strove  to  hide  his  dejection.  II  coas^ 
to  be  consulted  and  sunk  into  insignificanei 

edge  of  tl.o  king's  answer  to  the  address  of  the  two  houses 

oir:r^F»m~™ !"''  """-^^ '- «-  -<>-«- 

-  —I.        i  u.  ximcxicaas,    ^vTote  Uiiruier  to  Yergennes, 
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"disi>l-.y  in  their  conduct,  mid  oven  in  tlu-ir  errors,  more 
thought  tlian  enthu8i,us,n ;  thoy  have  shown  in  snccoasion  that 
tliey  know  liow  to  argue,  to  negotiate,  ami  to  IJ.rht  " 

Many  people  in  England  were  from  tliat  moment  convinced 
tluit  the  Americans  could  not  bo  n-duced,  and  that  En-dand 
must  concede  their  indepondence.  Tho  Critic!,  force,  if  ch-avvn 
together,  co.dd  hold  hnt  a  few  insulated  points  ;  if  distributed, 
would  be  contnnially  harassed  and  destroyed  in  detail 
^  An  inhabitant  of  London,  after  reading  morning  prayers 
ni  h,s  fanuly  as  usual,  closed  the  book  with  a  face  of  grief,  mid 
to  Ins  children,  of  whom  Smnuel  Ifogers  tho  poet  w,i.  one,  told 
the  sad  talo  N)f  the  murder  of  their  Americmi  brethren  " 

1  he  recorder  of  London  put  on  a  full  suit  of  mourning, 
and,  being  asked  if  lie  had  lost  a  relativo,  answered :  "  Yes 
iiimiy  brothers  at  Lexington  and  Concord."  ' 

( Jranville  Shaq.,  who  held  a  lucrative  place  in  the  ordnance 
department,  declined  to  take  part  in  sending  stores  to  America, 
and  after  some  delay  threw  up  his  ollico. 

Carlctou  at  Quebec  was  attended  as  an  aide-de-camp  by 
Cha  ham  s  eldest  son.  But  it  was  impossible  for  the  oifspring 
of  the  elder  Pitt  to  draw  his  sword  against  the  Americansl 
and  his  resignation  w;is  ofTered  as  soon  as  it  could  be  done 
without  a  wound  to  his  character  as  a  soldier.  IVremitime 
Carleton  had  sent  him  home  as  a  bearer  of  despatches 

Admiral  Keppel,  one  of  the  most  popular  ollicers  in  tho 

Imtish  navy,  was  ready  to  serve  against  tho  ancient  enemies 

of  Lnglmid,  but  asked  not  to  bo  employed  in  America.     Of 

tho  sam,       and  was  John  Cartwright,  afterward  so  widely 

known  a«  a  pure  and  consistent  political  reformer. 

Ten  days  before  the  news  arrived,  Lord  Eflingham,  finding 
that  his  regiment  was  intended  for  America,  renounced  the 
profession  winch  he  loved,  a.s  the  only  niemis  of  escaping  tho 
obligation  of  fighting  agmnst  tho  cause  of  freedom.  For 
this  resignation  the  Common  Hall  of  London  thanked  him 
publicly  as  -a  tnio  Englishman;"  mid  the  guild  of  mer- 
chants in  Dublin  addressed  him  in  the  strongest  Avords  of  ap- 
probation.  ^ 

The  society  for  constitutional  infonnation,  after  a  special 
meeting  on  the  seventh  of  June,  raised  a  hundred  pounds,  "  to 
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1.0  ur.i.lie,V'  Baid  tl.oy,  "to  fl.o  rolicf  of  tl.o  widows,  on^hans 
and  u^.H    parents  of   our  beloved  American   felloe-sublet 
wlH>,  f.uthful  to  t  .e  character  of  En^lislnnen,  preferring  £  .' 
to  slavery,  were,  for  that  reason  or.ly,  inlnnnanly  nnirdered  by 
tiio  Icn.^.  8  troops  at  Lexington  and  Concord."     Other  sums 
wore  adde<l ;  and  an  account  of  what  had  been  done  was  laid 
before  the  world  by  Jlorne  To<,ke  in  the  "Public  Advertiser'' 
i  or  tins  publication,  three  printers  were  fined  one  hnndred 
pounds  each;  and  Home  was  pursned  unrelentingly  l,y  Thur- 
low  t,  I  ,u  a  later  year  ho  was  convicted  before  Lord  Mansfield 
of  a  hbel,  hned  two  luindred  pounds,  and  imprisoned  for 

^    John  Wesley  thought  that  silence  on  Ins  part  would  bo  a 
Bin  ngamst  God,  his  country,  and  his  own  soul ;  and,  vai   ng 

^orth'-r"'  ^'^™^^— "^  to  Dartmouth'and't^^rrd 
North:  "I  am  a  high  churchman,  the  son  of  a  liigh  churcl^ 
man    bred  up  from  my  childhood  in  the  highest  notions  of 
passive  obedience  and  non-resistance;  and  yet,  in  s^  of  ^H 
2  long  rooted  prejudices,  I  cannot  avoid  U.i'nking  I^e     n 
oppressed  people    .sked  for  nothing  more  than  their  Wal 
r  gilts  and  that  m  the  n.ost  modest  and  inoffensive  manrfr 
hat  the  nature  of  the  thing  would  allow.    But  waiving X 
1  ask  :  Is  It  common  sense  to  use  force  toward  the  Americans 
Whatever  has  been  affirmed,  these  men  will  not  be  frightened 
and  they  wdl  not  be  conquered  e..ily.     8omo  of  our  vS 

rtr  T  ^^^r'"'""^  "^""^"  clear  America  of  theso 
rthols.     No :  nor  twenty  thousand,  be  they  rebels  or  not  nor 

perhaps  treble  that  number.     They  are  stLg;  they  Tro  val- 
iant ;  they  are  one  and  all  enthusiasts  ;  enthushists  for  liberty  • 
calm  dehberate  enthusiaBts.     In  a  short  time  they  will  under: 
stand  discipline  as  well  as  their  assailants. 
\.lS^''^r''  '''''  informed,  'they  are  divided  among  them- 
selves.    So  wa^  poor  Kehoboam  informed  concerning  the  ten 
^ibes;  so  was  Philip  informed  concerning  the  peoi^oof  the 
Netherlands     No:  they  are  terribly  united ;  they  think  they 
are  contending  for  their  wives,  children,  and  libLy.     ThZ 
MipP  les  .ire  at  liand ;  ours  are  three  thousand  miles  off.     Are 
^0  able  to  conquer  the  Americans,  suppose  they  arc  left  to 
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thonisclvos?    Wo  aiv  not  suro  of  tin's ;  nor  aro  avo  Biiro  tluit  all 
our  iicigliboi-s  will  hUuhI  Btock-still." 

On  tho  twontj-fourMi  the  citizonH  of  London  desired  tlio 
king  to  consider  the  situation  of  tlio  English  peoph",  "  who  had 
nothing  to  oxjiect  from  America  hut  gazettes  of  blood,  atul 
mutual  lists -)f  their  slaughtered  fellow-subjects;"  and  again 
thej  prayed  for  tho  dissolution  of  parlianu>u"t,  and  a  disnu'ssion 
forever  of  tho  ])reaent  ministers.     As  ho  rofusod  to  receive 
this  address  on  the  throne,  it  was  never  i)reaented  ;  but  it  w.'us 
entered  in  the  books  of  the  citj  an<l  i)ublished  under  its  au- 
thority.    The  recpiest  was  fiiuely;  there  was  no  chance  for 
peace  except  tho  nn'nisters  slu)uld  n^tire,  and  leavci  (^latham  to 
bo  installed  as  conciliator;  but  tho  stubborn  king,  whatever 
niight  happen,  was  resolved  not   to  change  his  government. 
There  existed  no  settle<l  plan,  no  rea.sonable  projc>ct;  tho  con- 
duct of  the  adnunistration  hardly  looked  beyond'tho  day;  and 
every  (piestion  of  foreign  policy  was,  for  tho  moment,  niado 
subordinate    to   that  of   the  reduction   of   the   rebels.      Tho 
enforcement  of  the  treaty  of  Paris  resiH'cting   I)md<irk  was 
treated  as  a  small  matter.     The  com|)laints  of'  l^'ranc(>  for  tho 
wrongs  her  lishermen  had  sulfered,  and  the  curtailment  of  her 
boundary  in  tho  lisheries  of  Newfoundland,  were  uttered  with 
vehemence,  received  with  suavity,  and  recognised  jis  valid. 

On  the  evening  of  tho  fourteenth  tho  cabinet  ministera 
assembled  in  very  bad  humor.  Some  of  Lord  North's  col- 
leagues threw  all  the  blame  on  his  too  great  lenity  ;  one  and 
another  said  :  -  There  is  no  receding."  Tho  most'  active  per- 
son at  the  meeting  was  Sandwich,  who  had  been  specially  sum- 
moned ;  a  man  of  talents,  gi-cedy  alike  of  glory  and  of  money, 
unfit  to  lead,  madly  bent  on  coercion. 

At  the  North,  tho  king  ''  relied  ujion  the  attachment  of  his 
faithful  allies,  tho  Six  Nations  of  Indians."  The  order  to  en- 
gage them  was  sent  in  his  name  directly  to  tho  Indian  agent,. 
Guy  Johnson,  whose  functions  were  made  independent  of  the 
too  scrupulous  Carleton.  "  Lose  no  time,"  it  was  said ;  "  induce 
them  to  take  up  the  hatchet  against  his  nuijesty's  rebellious 
subjects  in  America.  It  is  a  service  of  very  great  importance  ; 
fail  not  to  exert  every  effort  that  may  tend  to  accomplish  it ;  use 
the  utmost  dihgencc  and  activity."     It  was  the  opinion  at  court 
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t.on   for  ( k.ncraJ  ( Ja^^o  would  wihI,  to  nutko  nnro  of  his  rvl^J^^^ 
11.0  Hyn.patl.y  for  An.orica  reached  the  Jdnf,/H  ow  Xo  L 

«^-ongcHt  place  on  the  ea«t  of  Vnu..,  waH       ^^iieu  ^ll^? 

t no  gucHt  of  the  k.n^r.  Arnon;:^  tlie  vinitors  on  tho  ocLion 
^  '  •>'^'""^'  ;"-;  ""t  yet  eighteen,  whon.  De  J3rod:o Tved 
w  h  parenta  tendcrneHs,  (iUU^rt  Metier  de  la  !•  ay^to  11^ 
father  had  fallen  in  his  twenty-fifth  year  in  th    1  ■  'II      i  J 

.^.■a .  ...eon  „i  wiira;:^;!;::--^^ 

A  pust  ,v     1,„  l,,in,,uot  ni  l.onor  „f  the  <l„ke  of  Gloucester  I,b 

wore   ,1  'o  ;T   '  "^'"'"^t'"™'  ■■'■"'  ™n--''™«o  politieians 

rescue  tloo  111.  ff^  """"■"'  "K'""'  ""<!  ""Jeavoring  to 
re„r '?•''"  ^"""  ™'"'"  ""'™»;  "d  that,  having  no 
Sr  ™  '"J-''™-"'  tl«^y  eonW  owe  no'  obedience 

-^P^f^sh.^^^^^^^  -  -  -  -^- 

at  jTr    .?  ^'"'"^  correspondence  with  the  French  embassv 

.     -  i-rsuaamg  thcnisdves  that  tho  Americans  would 
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eoori  tire ;  or  that  their  superiority  on  tlic  ocean  was  Hufficicnt  to 
reduce  colonics,  which  could  so  well  provido  witliin  themselves 
for  thoir  wants.     Franklin,  who  took  with  him  a  thorough 
loiowledgo  of  the  resources  of  Great  IJritain  and  was  known  to 
be  more  zealous  than  ever,  enjoyed  at  Versailles  the  reputation 
of  being  endowed  with  the  qualities  that  fitted  him  to  create  a 
free  nation,  and  become  the  most  celebrated  among  men.    Yet 
Vergennes  wrote  with  forecast :  "  Tlic  spirit  of  revolt,  M'hcrover 
it  breaks  out,  is  always  a  troublesome  exami)le.     IVIoral  mala- 
dies, as  well  as  those  of  the  physical  system,  can  become  con- 
tagious.    Wo  must  bo  on  our  guard,  that  the  independence 
which  produces  so  terrible  an  explosion  in  North  America  may 
not  connuunicate  itself  to  points  thi.t  interest  us.     We  long 
ago  made  up  our  own  mind  to  the  results  which  are  now  ob- 
served; we  saw  with  regret  that  the  crisis  was  drawing  near; 
we  have  a  presentiment  that  it  may  be  followed  by  more  ex- 
tensive^ consequences.     AYc  do  not  disguise  from  ourselves  the 
aberrations  which  enthusia-sm  can  encourage,  and  which  fanati- 
cism can  etrectuate." 

Louis  XVI.  was  persuaded  to  send  an  emissary  to  America 
to  watch  the  progress  of  the  revolution.  This  could  best  bo 
done  from  England ;  and  the  embassy  at  London,  as  early  as 
the  tenth  of  July,  began  its  preliminary  inquiries.  "Eng- 
land," such  was  the  substance  of  its  numerous  reports  to  Ver- 
gennes, "  is  in  a  position  from  which  z\ie  never  can  extricate 
herself.  Either  all  rules  are  false  or  tlie  Americans  will  never 
again  consent  to  become  her  subjects." 

On  the  tenth  of  May  1775,  a  few  hours  after  the  surren- 
der of  Ticonderoga,  the  second  continental  congress  met  at 
Philadelphia.  Among  the  delegates  appeared  Franklin  and 
Sanmel  Adams ;  John  Adams  and  Washington  and  Richard 
Henry  Lee ;  soon  joined  by  Patrick  Henry,  and  by  George 
Clinton,  Jay,  and  the  younger  Robert  R.  Liviigston  of  New 
York. 

They  formed  no  confederacy ;  tliey  were  not  an  executive 
government ;  they  were  not  even  a  legislative  body ;  but  only 
committees  from  twelve  colonies,  deputed  to  consult  on  meas- 
ures of  conciliation,  with  no  means  of  resistance  to  oppression 
beyond  a  voluntary  agreement  to  suspend  importations  from 
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er  to  appomt  ono  civil  ofBcer  to  exccuto  the    deoistr  T 
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Tlie  cxigonoy  dcmaidcd  the  instant  foimnt;„„    (r 
commonwealth,  and  the  declaration  o7i„?T      """  ^'"" 
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The  parent  land  wLich  they  loved  was  an  ideal  England, 
preserving  as  its  essential  character,  through  all  accidents  of 
time  and  cvcrj  despotic  tendency  of  a  transient  ministry,  the 
unchanging  attachment  to  liberty.     Of  such  an  England  the 
congress  cherished  the  language,  the  laws,  and  the  people ;  and 
they  would  not  be  easily  persuaded  that  independence  of  her 
was  the  only  mode  of  preserving  their  inherited  rights     They 
came  together  thus  undecided,  and  they  long  remained  un- 
decided    They  struggled  against  every  forwai-d  movement, 
and  made  none  but  by  compulsion.     Not  by  any  preconceived 
purpose,  but  by  the  natural  succession  of  events  which  they 
could  not  have  avoided,  it  became  their  office  to  inaugurate  a 
union  and  constitute  a  nation. 

On  the  eleventh  of  May  they  listened  to  the  narrative  of 
the  deeds  of  the  nineteenth  of  April  and  their  consequences, 
and  the  approval  of  the  conduct  of  Massachusetts  was  unani- 
mous. But,  as  that  province  entreated  direction  not  less  than 
assistance,  the  subject  was  approached  with  reserve. 

On  the  thirteenth,  Lyman  IlaU  presented  himself  as  a  dele- 
gate^ for  the  parish  of  St.  John^s  in  Georgia,  and  was  gladly 
admitted  with  the  right  to  vote,  except  when  the  question 
should  be  taken  by  colonics. 

The  first  important  decision  of  congress  related  to  New 
lork.     The  city  and  county  on  the  fifteenth  asked  how  to 
conduct  themselves  with  regard  to  the  regiments  which  were 
Icnown  to  be  under  orders  to  that  place ;  and,  with  the  sanction 
of  Jay  and  his  colleagues,  they  were  instructed  not  to  oppose 
their  landing,  but  not  to  suffer  them  to  erect  fortifications  •  to 
act  on  tJie  defensive,  but,  for  the  protection  of  the  inhabitants 
and  their  property,  to  repel  force  by  force.     Indeed,  no  means 
were  at  hand  to  prevent  the  disembarkation  of  the  British  regi- 
ments.      All  parties  tacitly  agreed  to  avoid  every  decision 
which  should  invite  attack  or  make  reconciliation  impossible 
In  conformity  with  this  policy,  Jay  made  the  motion  for  a 
second  petition  to  the  king. 

On  the  eighteenth,  congress  received  the  news  of  the 
capture  of  Ticonderoga;  but  as  yet  they  did  not  harbor  the 
thought  of  invading  Canada.  For  many  days  the  state  of  the 
umon  engaged  congress  in  a  committee  of  the  whole.    The 
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-nth,  Siltnm  iVXfi'  "■''  '""  "^  ^'^^- 

sua-side.    -VVarron    J,!.  T'  ,  P'"*"®'  ™'»nned  to  tho 

among  them     Tho  Z       °     ?™'  """"e  ""=  ''■•='™.  ^"^ 
fire  to  the  %.      °  '^""'"'^'  ''™™  »«  *=  Engliah,  and  eet 
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a  narrow  pen.nsKne^le,    '  '"""''  *''"™^'™"  "»*  "P  '- 
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pounders.     With  Piifr.o«.  •  '  ^  ^"^^^^  four- 
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Encouraged  by  these  successes,  the  New  Earianden.  .t,-      ^ 
e^.e.and  between  Che.ea  a.>d  PointTSr^ad' 
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luul  Crown  I'oiiit  Htimuliitixl  tlio  ontorptnso  of  tlio  sotflcra  of 
Vormoiit.  A  Hcliooncr,  nillcd  for  tho  occjiflion  Liberty,  wna 
ni!iimc<l  and  arnuvl ;  mid  Arnold,  who  liad  l)oon  at  sea,  took  tho 
coniniaiid.  With  a  fivwh  Houlh(>rly  wind,  ho  puHHod  np  hdvo 
('haniplain  ;  oarly  on  tlio  nionnn<;  of  tho  oi^hteontli,  at  tho 
hoad  of  a  [>arty  in  boats,  ho  HurpriHcd  a  Horpjoant  and  twolvo 
men,  and  caiitnred  them,  their  arniw,  two  Horvieoablo  bniHW  tieUl- 
pioces,  and  a  HritiHh  nloop  which  lay  in  the  liarborof  St.  John's. 
Jn  abont  an  hour  tho  wind  nuddtnly  Hhifted  ;  and,  with  a  strong 
bree/.e  from  the  north,  Arnold  returned  with  hin  prizes. 

On  the  rumor  that  eoiifj^ross  thought  of  the  abandonment  of 
Tieondero^a  tho  foresters  west  of  the  Clreeu  Mountains  unani- 
mously raised  a  loud  protest.  *'  Five  hundred  families,"  wrote 
Ariu)ld,  "  wouhl  bo  left  at  the  mercy  of  tho  kind's  troops  and 
tho  Indians."  The  Massachusetts  congress  reHionstrated,  whilo 
Conneeticut,  with  the  consent  of  New  York,  ordered  one  thou- 
Band  of  hor  sons  to  march  a.s  spoodily  as  possible  to  tho  do- 
fence  of  the  two  fortresses.  Tho  command  of  Lake  ('ham- 
plain  was  tho  best  security  against  an  attack  from  red  men  and 
Canadians.  Carleton,  tho  governor  of  Canada,  was  usinjjj  his 
utmost  eiTorts  to  form  a  body  capable  of  protecting  tho  prov- 
ince. Officers  from  the  French  Canadian  nobility  were  taken 
into  pay ;  the  tribes  nearest  tho  English  settlements  wore 
tampered  with ;  in  north-western  Now  York,  (luy  Johnson 
M'as  insulating  tho  settlers  in  Cherry  Valley,  winning  the  favor 
of  the  Six  Nations,  and  duping  tho  magistrates  of  Schenectady 
and  Albany ;  while  La  Corno  Saint-Luc,  tho  old  French  su- 
perintendent of  tho  Indians  of  Canada,  a  man  who  joined  re- 
flective malice  to  remoi-seless  cruelty,  sent  belts  to  tho  northern 
tribes  as  far  as  tho  falls  of  St.  Mary  and  Michiliio.ackmac. 

Beyond  tho  Alleglianies  a  connnonwealth  wm  rih*;ng  on 
the  banks  of  tho  Kentucky  river;  and  the  priuciplea  on  which 
it  was  formed  \vcro  those  of  self-dependence. 

Henderson  and  his  associates  had,  during  the  winter,  ne- 
gotiated a  treaty  with  tho  Cherokees  for  the  land  between 
the  Ohio,  tho  Cumberland  Mountains,  the  Cumberland  river, 
and  tho  Kentucky  river ;  on  the  seventeenth  of  March  they 
receiv!'<l  their  deed.  To  this  territory  Daniel  Boone,  with  a 
body  of  enterprising  companions,  proceeded  at  once  to  mark 
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fn-n,  8„utl,-wo«tcr„  Vi  k|'    ^f,  I     "■?"'''  *''"  """«■"•""<' 
culture;  of  iniiato  m^luT  v       "'''", *""^'-'  ™licctoU  for  his 
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have  fought  Indians,"  he  would  say,  "  but  I  do  not  know  that 
I  ever  killed  one ;  if  I  did,  it  was  in  battle,  and  I  never  knew 
it."  He  was  no  hater  of  them,  and  never  desired  their  exter- 
mination. In  woodcraft  he  was  acknowledged  to  be  the  first 
among  men.  It  was  in  liis  nature  to  love  to  hover  on  the 
frontier,  with  no  abiding  place,  accompanied  by  the  wife  of 
his  youth,  who  -svas  the  companion  of  his  long  life  and  travel. 
"When  at  last  death  put  them  both  to  rest,  Kentucky  reclaimed 
their  bones  from  their  graves  far  up  the  Missouri,  and  now  they 
lie  buried  above  the  cliffs  of  the  Kentucky  river,  overlooking 
the  lovely  valley  of  the  capital  of  that  commonwealth.  Around 
them  are  emblems  of  wilderness  life ;  the  turf  of  the  blue  grass 
Kes  lightly  above  them ;  and  they  are  laid  with  their  faces  turned 
upward  and  westward,  and  their  feet  toward  the  setting  sun. 

A  like  spirit  of  independence  prevailed  in  the  highlands 
which  hold  the  head-springs  of  the  Yadkin  and  the  Catawba. 
The  region  was  peopled  chiefly  by  Presbyterians  of  Scotch- 
Irish  descent,  who  brought  to  the  New  "World  the  creed,  the 
spirit  of  resistance,  and  the  courage  of  the  covenantei-s. 

The  people  of  the  county  of  Mecklenburg  had  carefully 
observed  the  progress  of  the  controvei-sy  with  Britain ;  and, 
during  the  winter,  political  meetings  had  repeatedly  been  held 
in  Charlotte.  That  town  had  been  chosen  for  the  scat  of  the 
Presbyterian  college,  which  the  legislature  of  North  Carolina 
had  chartered,  but  which  the  king  had  disallowed ;  and  it  was 
the  centre  of  the  culture  of  that  part  of  the  province.  The 
number  of  houses  in  the  village  was  not  more  than  twenty ; 
but  the  district  was  already  well  settled  by  herdsmen  who  lived 
apart  on  their  farms.  In  May  1775,  they  received  the  ad- 
dress to  the  king  of  the  preceding  February,  in  which  both 
houses  of  parliament  declared  the  American  colonies  to  be  in  a 
state  of  rebellion.  This  was  to  them  evidence  that  the  crisis  in 
American  affairs  was  come,  and  they  proposed  among  them- 
selves to  abrogate  all  dependence  on  the  royal  authority.  But 
tlie  militia  companies  were  sworn  to  allegiance ;  and  "  how,"  it 
was  objected,  "  can  we  be  absolved  from  our  oath  ? "  "  The 
oath,"  it  was  answered,  "  binds  only  while  the  king  protects." 
At  the  instance  of  Thomas  Polk,  the  commander  of  the  militia 
of  the  county,  two  delegates  from  each  company  were  called 
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together  in  Cliarlotte,  as  a  representative  committee     T^pfn 

f  '^^"^^^^^samonumentof  their  wiVlnm  or,.! 

of  the  king  orpariiamem;"rL?  ; tic     f  'f  ""'^ 
of  ttoso  dating statesn,en"„.M:S'::*^^^^^^ 

powc-s  within  tlao  respective  rrovincefand  no  „t      T    T 

P^:ftr:irVs:nr-?"'"'^^^^^^^^ 

treont^r-"""''^'  "■'«'  '"^  ^""U  ^  provided  fof  „7"y 

ofHeers  ^s  "tie  ,  In-foft  "f  ""'"'^"y  "'»  "'^l 

pnbHc  and  conntv  Zl  °  n      -f  ''™™'  ''^^'itaonts."    All 

with  as  enemies  of  the.  nonnt...^  '   ^"^^  ^®  ^^^^^ 


eou; 


ntry, 


II 
f 


i    "I 


,f     . 


d 


Mtk 

f  f 

I    l\ 


198  AMERICA  ARMS  FOR  SELF-DEFENCE. 


ii<'''  ^f 


EP.  III. ;  on.  xn. 


.ll-\: 


The  resolves  were  to  be  enforced  till  the  provincial  con- 
gress should  otherwise  ordain,  or  the  British  parliament  resign 
its  arbitrary  pretensions  with  respect  to  America.  At  the 
same  time,  the  militia  companies  were  directed  to  provide 
themselves  with  arms ;  and  Thomas  Polk  and  Joseph  Kenedy 
were  appointed  to  purchase  flints,  lead,  and  powder. 

On  the  thirty-iirst  of  May  the  resolutions  were  signed  by 
Brevard  as  clerk  of  the  committee,  and  were  adopted  by  the 
people  with  the  enthusiasm  which  springs  from  the  combined 
influence  of  religion  and  the  love  of  civil  liberty.  The  resolves 
were  transmitted  with  all  speed  to  be  printed  in  Charleston ; 
they  startled  the  governors  of  Georgia  and  North  Carolina, 
who  forwarded  them  to  the  British  government.  An  authen- 
tic copy  of  the  resolves  was  despatched  by  order  of  the  con- 
vention to  the  continental  congress,  that  the  world  might  know 
their  authors  had  renounced  their  allegiance  to  the  king  of 
Great  Britain,  and  constituted  a  government  for  themselves. 

The  messenger  stopped  on  his  way  at  Salisbury ;  and  there, 
to  a  crowd  round  the  court-house,  the  resolves  were  read  and 
approved.  The  western  counties  were  the  most  populous  part 
of  North  Carolina ;  and  the  royal  governor  had  written :  "  I 
have  no  doubt  that  I  might  command  their  best  services  at  a 
word  on  any  emergency.  I  consider  I  have  the  means  in  my 
own  hands  to  maintain  the  sovereignty  of  this  country  to  my 
royal  master  in  all  events."  And  yet  he  was  obliged  to  trans- 
mit the  resolutions  of  Mecklenburg,  which  he  described  as 
"most  traitorously  declaring  the  entire  dissolution  of  the  laws 
and  constitution,  and  setting  up  a  system  of  rule  and  regula- 
tion subversive  of  his  majesty's  government." 
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CHAPTER  XIII. 

MASSACHUSETTS  ASKS   FOB  GEOEGE  WASUIKGTOI.  AS   COmiAKDEB- 

IN-CHIEF, 

MAT-JuifE  17,  1775. 

'■  UmiAPPY  it  is,"  Baid  Waslungton, "  to  reflect  that  a  broth- 

'  :'1T  •"  "T"  '■'?""'''  '-^  ="  •'"""=^'»  breast,  and  thatTe 
once  happy  and  peaeeful  plains  of  America  are  either  to  be 
drenched  ,v.th  blood  or  inhabited  by  slaves.  Sad  altemadve 
But  can  a  virtuous  man  hesitate  in  his  choice  ? "  He  foresaw 
the  long  contest  which  was  to  precede  the  successful  yiniZ 
t.on  of  the  liberties  of  America ;  and  from  the  fli^t  he  avoTv^d 
to  his  nends  "his  fuU  intention  to  devote  his  life  and T^ 
tune"  to  the  cause.  To  mark  the  necessity  of  immediate 
P^paration  for  war,  he  wore  in  congress  his^nifomi  a.  t 

Franldin  who  knew  with  certainty  that  evciy  method  of 

Ldd  bv™  :mV"^  '"■?  "^r"'"'''  "P^"™^  Resoluteness 
and  delay.  "  Make  yourselves  sheep,"  he  would  sav  "and  the 
wolves  will  eat  you;"  and  again,  "^od  helps  tle,n  wlhS^ 
themselves;"  adding,  hopefully:  "United,  we  are  well  abk 
to  repel  force  by  force."  Thus  "he  encouraged  the  revote 
f  a  untd  1  for  independence  as  the  spo^ntaneous  ^«on 
of  a  united  people.    The  people  of  the  continent,  now  that 

In  this  state  of  things  Dickinson  seconded  the  motion  of 

to  sushin  m"""!  P'""""  *°  ""'  "^'"S ;  but  his  detemination 

J     cutx   irom  pariiamciiLai^   taxation;    he  insisted  on 
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security  against  tlio  cncroacliraenta  of  parliament  on  charters 
and  laws  so  distinctly  and  firmly  that  Samuel  Adams  pro- 
nounced the  Farmer  a  thorough  Bostonian. 

On  the  hventy-fourth,  the  chair  of  the  president  becoming 
vacant  by  the  departure  of  Peyton  Eandolph,  John  Hancock 
of  Massachusetts  was  elected  unanimously  in  his  stead ;  and 
Harrison  of  Virginia  conducted  him  to  tlie  chair,  saying: 
"Wo  will  show  Britain  how  much  we  value  her  proscrip- 
tions ; "  for  the  proscription  of  Samuel  Adams  and  Hancock 
had  long  been  known,  though  it  had  not  yet  been  proclaimed. 
On  the  twenty-fifth  directions  were  given  to  the  provincial 
congress  in  New  York  to  fortify  posts  at  the  upper  end  of  the 
island  near  King's  Bridge,  and  on  each  side  of  Hudson  river 
in  the  Highlands.    A  post  was  to  be  taken  near  Lake  George. 
On  that  same  day  Duane  moved  in  the  committee  of  the 
whole,  that  "the  opening  of  a  negotiation  to  accommodate 
the  unhappy  disputes  subsisting  between  Great  Britain  and 
the  colonies  be  made  a  part  of  the  petition  to  the  king." 
After  a  warm  debate  of  two  days,  it  was  unanimously  re- 
solved "that,  for  safety  against  every  attempt  to  carry  the 
unconstitutional  acts  into  execution  by  force  of  arms,  the  colo- 
m'es  be  immediately  put  into  a  state  of  defence;  but  that, 
with  a  sincere  desire  of  contributing  by  all  the  means,  not  in- 
compatible with  a  just  regard  for  their  undoubted  rights  and 
true  interests,  to  the  promotion  of  this  most  desirable  reconcili- 
ation, an  humble  and  dutiful  petition  be  presented  to  his  ma- 
jesty."    To  this  the  motion  of  Duane  was  added  in  spite  of 
an  unyielding  opposition. 

All  this  while  congress  counselled  New  York  to  arm  and 
train  its  militia,  and  to  embody  men  for  the  protection  of  its 
chief  city  against  invasion.  On  the  twenty-ninth,  by  the  hand 
of  Jay,  they  again  addressed  the  Canadians,  but  without  set- 
ting before  them  adequate  motives  for  rising. 

This  is  the  moment  when  the  proposal  of  Lord  North  to 
settle  the  strife  between  Great  Britain  and  the  thirteen  colo- 
nies was  pressed  upon  the  attention  of  the  American  people. 
On  the  thirtieth  Willing  of  Philadelphia  brought  before  con- 
gress a  paper  without  signature  yet  unquestionably  authentic, 
which,  after  an  appeal  to  the  affections  of  the  colonists  for  the 
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king  and  eomitry,  declared  that  tlio  overture  containnrt  i.  .i 
rc^taon  of  the  honse  of  commons  on  the  bl^J^  "ef  '^ 
the  colonics  from  taxation  by  parliament  was  hono.^  e  fo, 
Great  Bntam  and  safe  for  the  colonies ;  that  neither  W  no 
mmistry,  nor  parUament,  nor  the  nation  would  Xu  of  f Tiv 
relaxafon ;  but  that,  if  it  should  not  be  Jw'a tSv 
un^cdnnmstry  would  employ  the  whole  force  of  the  S 

nic"  "    tr:  "'V«''^"'°- -d  -fractory  provinces  and  cdt 
nics.      An  acceptance  of  the  offer  by  congress  would  have 

^Hf  M=:r '" '""  "^"^--^ "'-'«» "^ '' '  ^ 

^se  Lord  Dunmo,«  by  their  injunctions,  summoned  tielu"c 
of  burge^es  of  Virginia  to  meet  on  the  first  day  of  June  Zt 

congress  at  Ph  ladelph.a,  entered  Williamsburg  with  an  escort 

of  mdepondcnt  companies  of  horse  and  foot,  which  eclipsed 

he  pomp  of  the  governor,  and  in  the  eye    of  tl  n  onle 

tIc  s    sio"'"'"'™™  "'.  "'°  ""^'^  created  continental  pote 
The  scsion  was  opened  by  a  speech  recommending  acclm 
modatmn  on  the  basis  of  Lord  North's  resolve.    B  f  the  mo" 

m   ;  cfTa  :  "r  '?'^™"'"1--  "">«>.>rtunc;  D_^ 
menace  of  a  servile  insurrection  liad  filled  the  South  with 

belf  ■th':    t  n    ''•'^  T''  *'■"="  ^o™"-^  I'ad  railed  «e 
some  of  t,    <    ^»'™'^'"' ^-'■•'=08  ™uld  prove  invincible;  and 

Cr!v    T,!lr:,'™=  \'""'*"V-Iurt  of  coarse  homespun 
unen  mor  their  clothes,  and  a  woodman's  axe  at  their  sides 

Jcilerson  came  down  from  Albemarle  with  clear  nerecn 
.ons  of  public  duty.  When  parhament  oppix=ssed  to  e„S 
by  mposing  taxes,  he  would  have  been  content  with  ther  re 
he  t'nn  o"  'l';"'"'''"';^  the  charter  and  laws  of  Mas  a  h»et  ' 
m^t  after  Lexington  green  had  been  stained  with  blood,  he  like 
Diclaiison,  would  no  longer  accept  acts  of  repeal  unlci  aecom 
pana-d  by  security  against  further  aggression 

of  tie  1     '^"''"'"''P''"™''  "'°  "°'"''"=*  «f  *o  Indian  war 
of  the  previous  year,  and  provided  for  its  cost;  but  the  gZ 
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emor  would  not  pass  tlicir  bill,  because  it  imposed  a  specific 
duty  of  five  pounds  on  the  head,  about  ten  per  cent  on  the 
value,  of  every  slave  imported  from  the  West  Indies.  The 
last  exercise  of  the  veto  power  by  tlie  king's  representative  in 
Virginia  was  for  the  protection  of  the  slave-trade. 

The  assembly,  having  on  the  fifth  thanked  the  delegates  of 
the  colony  to  the  first  congress,  prepared  to  consider  the  pro- 
posal of  Lord  North.  The  anxious  governor  sent  them  an 
apology  for  his  removal  of  the  powder  belonging  to  the  prov- 
ince, and  reminded  them  that  he  had  ventured  his  life  in  the 
service  of  Virginia  ;  but  the  burgesses,  after  taking  testimony 
which  proved  his  avowed  intention  to  raise,  free,  and  ami 
slaves,  selected  Jefferson  to  draught  their  reply. 

While  the  house  was  thus  employed,  Dunmore,  learning 
from  Gage  that  Samuel  Adams  and  Hancock  were  soon  to  be 
proscribed,  and  fearing  he  might  be  detained  as  a  hostage,  sud- 
denly, m  the  night  following  the  seventh  of  June,  went  on 
board  the  Fowey  at  York,  giving,  as  a  reason  for  his  flight,  his 
apprehension  of  "  falling  a  sacrifice  to  the  daring  atrociousness 
and  unmeasurable  fury  of  great  numbers  of  the  people." 

The  burgesses  paid  no  heed  to  his  angry  words.    On  the 
twelfth,  in  the  words  of  Jefl:'erson,  they  addressed  to  him  as 
their  final  answer  that,  "next  to  the  possession  of  liberty 
they  should  consider  a  reconcihation  as  the  greatest  of  all  hu- 
man blessings,  but  that  the  resolution  of  the  house  of  com- 
mons only  changed  the  form  of  oppression,  without  lightening 
Its  burdens  ;  that  government  in  the  colonies  was  instituted  for 
the  colomes  themselves;  that  the  British  pariiament  had  no 
right  to  meddle  with  their  constitution,  or  prescribe  either  the 
number  or  the  pecuniary  appointments  of  their  officers;  that 
they  had  a  right  to  give  their  money  without  coercion,  and 
from  time  to  time ;  that  they  alone  were  the  judges,  alike  of 
the  pubhc  exigencies  and  the  ability  of  the  people  ;  that  they 
contended  not  merely  for  the  mode  of  raising  their  money,  but 
for  the  freedom  of  granting  it ;  that  the  resolve  to  forbear 
levying  pecuniary  taxes  still  left  unrepealed  the  acts  restrainino- 
trade  altering  the  form  of  government  of  Massachusetts,  chang- 
mg  the  government  of  Quebec,  enlarging  the  jurisdiction  of 
courts  of  admiralty,  taking  away  the  trial  by  jury,  and  keeping 
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np  standing  armies;  that  tI,o  invasion  of  the  colonies  win 
largo  armaments  hy  sea  and  land  wa,  a  style  of  asMn'  I 
notrcconcilablo  to  freedom;  that  the  Joh  tion  did  nft  ^ 

^  on  the  orr^M  toTSat^fo^r  t^  T 
tiie  question  to  the  general  congress,  they  will  wcarv  the  tZ 

pe'  t "° "  whrtT"f>'  ?"  ^f'^"  -«-  withr,:'  0  "p" 

Canswe^'^Vfe^'mmr      '•  ""'•"""  '"  ''^  ""^ » "  -^ 
cvelhanded  Be^g^Xtth::  Xg  "  *"  *"^  ^"^^  "^  '^« 

witri^sL'siriCwirtr'^^n™™^'"- j'^^^^ 

c  j'.ij»Li  tnan  with  the  assembly  of  VirmTiJ^'^  ^• 

cnssion  of  Lord  Wnrtl.'=  r,^ -i-  ,  •'         'rginia  s  dis- 

ir  -n  ,t:^™  •"°™"'  proposition.  It  is  masterlv "  it 
Versailles,  Vergennes  was  eqnally  attracted  hvT!!- J'  ? 
dignity ,  ho  particularly  noticed  the  Nation  17  "'' 

mise  might  he  effected  on  the  has  s  T  t '  "  1"  °°"P"'°- 
the  navigation  acts  •  mA  ..  i  modification  of 

lUm^sclTafat  the^^itil,™  'r  ""'""  '^  "'"■"'  P™«'''>= 
neglect  them  ila  F™  f  wTlCsir /ff  ■"'"'""'"'^.  "«  *» 
Philadelphia;  but,  before  hrntd^tr"  •''''  '" 

nieations  had  been  received  from  MlSretts"'^"™  "■™- 

consent  o/ the  eontin  "^1^,  t   C"  '  Ji"*  ™°"  *'" 
exercising  the  powers  of  c!  J  „         "^  "P  ""<■ 

of  Massachns^trSor  i,  yi ted  tr""'™V      ^''^  ""'S''^^^ 

The  beaL  of  Z'^^f  Z^tT\  ",  '1  ^--l^-™"." 

of  explaining  more  fX  tb„  t  f'^    ,'t°*  '"'  ''^'"i^rfon 
o    nore  lullj  iho  wuhes  of  Massachusetts,  when 
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an  express  arrived  with  the  news  tliat  IIowo  and  Clinton  and 
J>urgoyno  Jiad  landed  in  Boston;  that  Britisli  re-cnforccnients 
were  arriving;  that  other  parts  of  tlie  continent  were  threat- 
ened  with  war.  A  letter  received  from  the  congress  of  New 
Hampshire  intimated  that  "tlio  voice  of  God  and  nature" 
was  summoning  the  colonies  to  independence. 

On  the  earliest  occasion  John  Adams  explained  the  com- 
position and  character  of  the  New  England  army,  its  merits 
and  Its  wants,  the  necessity  of  its  being  adopted  by  the  con- 
tinent, and  the  consecpicnt  i)ropriety  that  congress  should  name 
Its  general.     Then,  speaking  for  his  constituents,  he  pointed 
out  George  AVashington  as  the  man  above  all  others  litted  for 
tliat  station,  and  best  able  to  promote  union.     Samuel  Adams 
seconded  his  colleague.     The  delegates  from  the  Ancient  Do- 
minion, especially  Pendleton,  Washington's  personal  friend, 
disclaimed  any  wish  that  the  IMassachusetts  commander  should 
be  superseded  by  a  Virginian,  and  from  delicacy  declined  the 
nomination  of  their  own  colleague.     Washington  himself  had 
never  aspired  to  the  honor,  though  for  some  time  he  had  been 
iipprehensive  that  he  could  not  avoid  the  appointment  " 
The  balloting  for  officers  was  delayed,  that  the  mcmbei-s 
from  New  lork  might  consult  their  congress  on  the  nomina- 
tions from  that  colony. 

With  an  empire  to  found  and  to  defend,  congress  had  not  as 
yet  had  the  disposal  of  one  penny  of  money.  lu  the  ur-ency 
of  extreme  distress,  they  undertook  to  borrow  six  thousand 
pounds,  to  be  applied  to  the  purchase  of  gunpowder  for  what 
was  now  for  the  tirst  time  called  the  continental  aumv. 

In  the  arrangement  of  its  committees  and  the  distribution 
ot  business,  its  policy  was  an  armed  defence,  while  waitin-  for 
a  further  answer  from  the  king.  On  the  seventh  of  June  one 
of  Its  resolutions  spoke  of  "  the  Twelve  United  Colonies  " 
Georgia  being  not  yet  included  ;  and  the  name  implied  an  in- 
dependent nation ;  but  on  the  eighth  it  recommended  to  Mas- 
sachusetts not  to  elect  a  governor  of  their  own,  but  to  intnist 
the  executive  power  to  the  elective  council  "until  a  governor 
of  the  king's  appointment  would  consent  to  govern  the  colonv 
according  to  its  charter." 

The  twelfth  of  June  is  a  memorable  day,  for  it  brought 
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into  tho  clearest  light  tho  difference  between  the  dinpomtions 
of  Amenca  and  of  the  BHtlHh  government.     On  that  day 
Cxnge  established  martial  law  throughout  Massachusetts  and  by 
public  proclamation  proscribed  Samuel  Adams  and  John  Ilan- 
coc  <,  reserving  them  for  condign  punishment  as  rebels  and 
traitors,  ,n  terms  which  included  as  their  abettors  not  only  all 
who  should  remain  in  arms  about  Boston,  but  every  member  of 
the  Massachusetts  government  and  of  the  continental  congress 
On  the  twelfth  of  June  the  general  congress  made  its  first 
.qipoal  to  the  people  of  the  twelve  united  colonies  by  enjoining 
tiiem  to  keep  a  fast  on  one  and  the  same  day,  on  which  thev 
wore  to  recogiiise  "  King  George  III.  as  their  rightful  sov 
ereign,  and  to  look  uj)  to  the  great  Governor  of  the  world  for 

cmatiotwtr/  '^'"  "'"'^'^  ''^^'''  "^  ^"^^^'^^  ^^d  a  recon- 
ciliation  with  tho  jiarcnt  state." 

Iteasurca  wero  nort  taken  for  organizing  and  paying  an 

witliout  effort  Imve  been  enlisted  for  the  war ;  concroiffl  with 
wan  of  forosigl,t,  ordered  them  to  be  enhsted  iniriTSeTnd 
of  the  year,  before  whieh  time  a  favorable  answer  from  the 
king  was  hoped  for.  Washington,  Selmyler,  and  othere,  were 
deputed  to  prepare  the  necessary  rules  and  regulations.  It 
w.as  further  resolved  to  enlist  si.,  eompanies  of  expert  riflemen 

on  tho  hftoenth  of  Jnne,  it  was  voted  to  appoint  a  general 
Thomas  Johnson  of  Maryland  nominated  George  Washing: 
ton ;  and  he  was  elected  by  ballot  nnanimously.  ^ 

he  a  ht  le  exceeded  six  feet;  his  limbs  were  sinewy  and  well- 
proportioned  ;  his  chest  broad;  hi,  fign^  ^tately^  bllrng 
dgnity  0    presence  with  ease.    His  robust  consftution  hj 

the  In      of        '"T'^'"''  'f  '"■'  "^''y  ^'''  '"  '"^^  ^"deniess, 

he  habit  of  0  ciipation  out  of  dc^rs,  and  rigid  temperance ;  so 

hat  few  equalled  Inm  in  strength  of  arm,  or  power  of  endnr- 

anee,  or  noble  horsemanship.    Ilis  complexion  was  florid;  his 

lairdark  brown;  his  head  in  its  shape  perfectly  round     Hs 

broad  nostrils  seemed  formed  to  givoUpe  to  scomfd'ang^ 

The  lines  of  his  eyebrows  were  long  and  finely  arched.    Hi, 

dark  blue  eyes,  which  were  deeply  set,  had  a/expreion  of 
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resigriatiou,  and  an  earnestness  that  was  almost  pensiveness 
Ills  forehead  was  sometimes  marked  with  thought,  but  never 
with  inquietude ;  his  countcnanco  was  pleasing  and  f iiU  of 
benignity. 

At  eleven  years  old  left  to  the  care  of  an  excellent  but 
unlettered  mother,  he  grow  up  without  learning.     Of  arith- 
metic and  geometry  he  acquired  just  knowledge  enou-h  to 
be  able  to  practice  measm-ing  land  ;  but  all  his  instruction  at 
school  taught  him  not  so  much  as  the  orthography  or  niles 
of  gnunmar  of  his  own  tongue.    His  culture  was  altogether  his 
own  work ;  yet  from  his  early  life  he  never  seemed  uneducated. 
At  sixteen  he  went  into  the  wilderness  as  a  surveyor,  and  for 
three  years  continued  the  pursuit,  where  the  forests  trained 
him,  in  meditative  solitude,  to  freedom  and  largeness  of  mind  • 
and  nature  revealed  to  him  her  obedience  to  serene  and  silent 
laws     In  his  intervals  from  toil  he  seemed  always  to  be  at- 
tracted to  the  society  of  the  best  men,  and  to  be  cherished  by 
them.     Fairfax,  his  employer,  an  Oxford  scholar,  already  aged, 
became  his  fast  friend.     He  read  little,  but  with  close  atten- 
tion.   Whatever  he  took  in  hand  he  applied  himself  to  with 
care ;  and  his  papers,  which  have  been  preserved,  show  how 
he  almost  imperceptibly  gained  the  power  of  ^vriting  correctly 
always  exiDressing  himself  with  clearness  and  directness,  often 
with  a  happy  choice  of  language  and  with  grace. 

^  When  the  frontiei-s  on  the  West  became  disturbed,  he  at 
nineteen  was  commissioned  an  adjutant-general  with  the  rank 
of  major.  At  twenty-one  he  went  as  the  envoy  of  Virginia 
to  the  council  of  Indian  chiefs  on  the  Ohio,  and  to  the  French 
officers  near  Lake  Erie.  Fame  waited  upon  him  from  his 
youth  ;  and  no  one  of  his  colony  was  so  much  spoken  of.  He 
conducted  the  first  military  expedition  from  Virginia  that 
crossed  the  Alleghanies.    Braddock  selected  him  as  an  aid,  and 

'''!f  ir  """^-^  '"''''  "^^"^  ^^'"^  ^"*  «f  *^^e  disastrous  defeat 
near  the  Monongahela  with  increased  reputation,  which  ex- 
tended to  England.  The  next  year,  when  he  was  but  f  our-and- 
twenty,  the  great  esteem  "  in  which  he  was  held  in  Virginia, 
and  his  real  merit,"  led  the  Heutenant-governor  of  Maryland 
to  request  that  he  might  be  "commissioned  and  appointed 
second  m  command"  of  the  army  designed  to  march  to  the 
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Ohio;  and  SlMoy,  tho  commander-in-chiof  lioar,!   tl, 

provincial  offlcor  „,,„„  tl.e  conuZZZZ  ho  wo"uM  T 
n-.ad,ly  s,vo  tl,at  ranlc  a«  to  W.u,l,i„i^on.»  fo "758  Zl  , 
nndor  IWbes  as  a  brigadier,  and  but  fur  hi  „  fiL  1 

wo,dd  never  have  crossed  the  mountall  '^"'  ^™""' 

Courage  was  so  natural  to  him  that  it  was  hardiv  snoken 

li    ™d  "tf    7" '  """  '"  ■""' "  ''"^"'-<'  "f  daring 

„„f "  '^""' ,"""  '"=  ^^  •"»'  "iniahlo.  His  address  was 
most  easy  and  agreeable,  his  step  firm  and  araeofnl  ll  ™ 
neither  grave  nor  fa.nllinr     tt  ,    gracotul,  his  air 

consmutfr'ftT"^  '"  ™"  '^=^^™^'*  "<•  "»'»W»^'J  ttat  his 
constitution,  free  from  excess,  was  tempered  evenlv  with  .11 

the  elements  of  activity,  and  his  mind  resembled  a  wdid 
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commonwealtli ;  his  passions,  wliich  liad  tlio  iiitcnsest  vigor, 
owned  allegianco  to  reason ;  and,  with  all  the  liory  quickness 
of  his  spirit,  his  impetuous  and  massive  will  was  held  in  check 
by  consummate  judgment.  lie  had  in  his  composition  a  calm, 
which  gave  liim  in  moments  of  highest  excitement  the  power 
of  self-control,  and  enabled  him  to  excel  in  patience,  even  when 
he  had  most  cause  for  disgust.  "Washington  was  offered  a  com- 
mand when  there  was  little  to  bring  out  the  unorganized  re- 
sources of  the  continent  but  his  own  influence,  and  authority 
was  connected  with  the  people  by  the  most  frail,  most  attenu- 
ated, scarcely  discernible  threads;  yet,  vehement  as  was  his 
nature,  impassioned  as  was  his  courage,  he  bo  restrained  his 
ardor  that  he  never  failed  continuously  to  exert  that  influence, 
and  never  exerted  it  so  sharply  as  to  break  its  force. 

His  faculty  of  secrecy,  in  which  he  was  unsurpassed,  had 
the  character  of  prudent  reserve,  not  of  concealment.  His 
great  natural  power  of  vigilance  had  been  developed  by  his 
life  in  the  wilderness. 

His  understanding  was  lucid  and  his  judgment  accurate, 
so  that  his  conduct  never  betrayed  hurry  or  confusion.  No 
detail  was  too  minute  for  his  personal  inquiry  and  continued 
supervision;  and  at  the  same  time  he  comprehended  events 
in  their  widest  aspects  and  relations.  He  never  seemed  above 
the  object  that  engaged  his  attention,  and  he  was  always  equal, 
■without  an  effort,  to  the  solution  of  the  highest  questions  af- 
fecting the  destiny  of  mankind,  even  when  there  existed  no 
precedents  to  guide  his  decision.  In  the  perfection  of  the  re- 
flective powers  he  had  no  peer. 

In  this  way  he  never  drew  to  himself  admiration  for  the 
possession  of  any  one  quality  in  excess,  never  made  in  council 
any  one  suggestion  that  was  sublime  but  impracticable,  never 
in  action  took  to  himself  the  praise  or  the  blame  of  undertak- 
ings astonishing  in  conception,  but  beyond  his  means  of  execu- 
tion. It  was  the  most  wonderful  accomplishment  of  this  man 
that,  placed  upon  the  largest  theatre  of  events,  at  the  head  of 
the  greatest  revolution  in  human  affairs,  he  never  failed  to 
observe  all  that  was  possible,  and  at  the  same  time  to  bound 
his  endeavors  by  that  which  was  possible. 

A  slight  tinge  in  his  character,  perceptible  only  to  the  closo 
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Observer,  revealed  the  region  from  which  ho  sprung,  and  he 
might  be  described  as  the  best  specimen  of  manhood  as  de- 
veloped in  the  South ;  but  his  qualities  were  so  faultlessly  pro- 
portioned that  the  whole  people  rather  claimed  him  as  its 
choicest  representative,  the  most  complete  expression  of  all  its 
attainments  and  aspirations.    He  studied  his  country  and  con- 
tonned  to  it,  not  from  calculation,  but  from  a  sincere,  ever- 
active  benevolence  and  sympathy.    His  countiTinen  felt  that 
iie  wao  tlie  best  type  of  America,  and  rejoiced  in  it,  and  were 
proud  of  it     They  lived  in  his  life,  and  made  his  success  and 
ins  praise  their  own. 

Profoundly  impressed  with  confidence  in  God's  providence 
iind  exemplary  in  his  respect  for  the  forms  of  pubhc  worship' 
no  philosopher  of  the  eighteenth  century  was  more  finn  in  the 
support  of  freedom  of  religious  opinion,  none  more  remote 
from  bigotry ;  but  belief  in  God  and  trust  in  his  overruling 
power  formed  the  essence  of  his  character.    Divine  wisdom 
not  only  illummes  the  spirit,  it  inspires  the  will.     Washington 
™  a  man  of  action ;  his  creed  appears  in  his  life ;  professions 
burst  from  him  very  rarely,  and  only  at  those  great  moments 
of  cnsis  in  the  fortunes  of  his  country  when  eaiih  and  heaven 
seemed  actually  to  meet,  and  his  emotions  became  too  intense 
for  sirppression ;  but  his  whole  being  wa.  one  continued  act  of 
faith  in  the  eternal,  intelligent,  moral  order  of  the  universe 
Integnty  wa.  so  completely  the  law  of  his  nature  that  a  planet 
would  sooner  have  shot  from  its  sphere  than  he  have  departed 
trom  his  upnghtness,  which  was  so  constant  that  it  often  seemed' 
to  be  almost  impersonal.     "His  integrity  wa.  the  most  pure, 
his  justice  the  most  inflexible  I  have  ever  known,"  writes  Jef! 

rZlJl  ""'^'Tf  '^  '?*''''*  "'  consanguinity,  of  friendship, 
or  hatred,  being  able  to  bias  his  decision." 

They  say  of  Giotto  that  he  introduced  goodness  into  the  art; 
of  painting ;  Washington  carried  it  with  him  to  the  camp  and 
the  cabinet,  and  established  a  new  criterion  of  human  ^eat- 
ne.s.    The  punty  of  his  will  confirmed  his  fortitude  ;  Id,  a., 

which  he  knew  to  be  ji^t ;  free  from  illusions ;  never  dejected 
by  the  apprehension  of  the  difiiculties  and  perils  that  went, 
before  him,  and  drawing  the  promise  of  success  from  the  lus- 
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tice  of  his  cause.  Hence  he  was  i)ersevering,  leaving  notliino- 
unfinished ;  devoid  of  all  taint  of  obstinacy  in  his  firmness ; 
seeking  and  gladly  receiving  advice,  but  immovable  in  his  de- 
votedness  to  right. 

Of  a  "  retiring  modesty  and  habitual  reserve,"  his  ambition 
was  no  more  than  the  consciousness  o  '  power,  and  was  subor- 
dinate to  his  sense  of  duty ;  he  took  the  foremost  place,  for  he 
knew  from  inborn  magnanimity  that  it  belonged  to  him,  and 
he  dared  ^lot  withhold  the  service  required  of  him ;  so  that, 
with  all  his  humility,  he  was  by  necessity  the  first,  though  never 
for  himself  or  for  private  ends.  He  loved  fame,  the  approval 
of  coming  generations,  the  good  opinion  of  his  fellow-men  of 
his  own  time,  and  he  desired  to  make  his  conduct  coincide  with 
their  wishes ;  but  not  fear  of  censure,  not  the  prospect  of  ap- 
plause, could  tempt  him  to  swerve  from  rectitude,  and  the 
praise  which  he  coveted  was  the  sympathy  of  that  moral  senti- 
.ment  which  delights  in  uprightness. 

There  have  been  soldiers  who  have  achieved  mightier  vic- 
tories in  the  field,  and  made  conquests  more  nearly  correspond- 
ing to  the  boundlessness  of  selfish  ambition ;  statesmen  who 
have  been  connected  with  more  startling  upheavals  of  society  ; 
hut  it  is  the  greatness  of  Washington  tuat  in  pubHc  trusts  he 
used  power  solely  for  the  public  good  ;  that  he  was  the  life  and 
moderator  and  stay  of  the  most  momentous  revolution  in  hu- 
man affairs,  its  nioving  impulse  and  its  restraining  power. 
Combining  the  centrip?tal  and  the  centrifugal  forces  in  their 
utmost  strength  and  in  perfect  relations,  with  creative  gran- 
deur of  instinct  he  held  ruin  in  check,  and  renewed  and  per- 
fected the  institutions  of  his  country.  Finding  the  colonies 
disconnected  and  dependent,  he  left  them  such  a  united  and 
well-ordered  commonwealth  as  no  visionary  had  beheved  to  be 
possible.  So  that  it  has  been  truly  said :  "  He  was  as  fortunate 
as  great  and  good." 

This  also  is  the  praise  of  "Washington :  that  never  in  the 
tide  of  time  has  any  man  lived  who  had  in  so  great  a  degree 
the  almost  divine  faculty  to  command  the  trust  of  his  fellow- 
men  and  rule  the  willing.  Wherever  he  became  known,  in  his 
family,  his  neighborhood,  his  county,  his  native  state,  the  con- 
tinent, the  camp,  civil  life,  among  the  common  people,  in  for- 
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eign  courts  throughout  the  ciyilizcd  world,  and  even  among  tl,e 
savages,  he  beyond  all  other  men  had  the  confidence  of  his  Mnd 
Washington  saw  at  a  glance  the  difficulties  of  the  position 
to  which  he  had  been  chosen.     He  was  appointed  by  a  gT 
onnnent  wluch,  in  its  form,  was  one  of  the  worst  of  afl  pSI 
blegovenjmentam  time  of  peace,  and  was  sure  to  roved  "s 
de  ects  6t,ll  more  plainly  in  time  of  war.    It  was  mchoate  a^d 
without  an  executive  head ;  the  several  branches  of  administa 
tion.  If  to  be  conducted  at  all,  were  to  be  conducted  by  sZ^Ite 
cvcr-changing,  and  irresponsible  committees ;  and  all  c,  unions 
o  legislation  and  of  action  ultimately  decided  by  the  one  ST 
ganized  body  of  men,  to  whom  there  had  hardly  been  granted 
power  even  to  orig mate  advice.    They  were  not  L  represTnta 
tives  of  a  umon ;  they  alone  constitnted  the  union  of  whi  h  1 

olenTthT-  T  M  "  ''""'■     «™  "''"'^  department  of  i„:! 
eramont,  the  judicial,  was  entirely  wanthig.    So  was  in  trath 

he  executive.    The  congress  had  no  ability  whaterCrfote 

a  decree  of  their  own ;  they  had  no  revenue,  and  no  authoS^Tto 

cdlcet  arevenue;  they  had  none  of  the  materials  of  war     Lv 

did  not  own  a  cannon,  nor  a  pound  of  powder,  nor  a  Int^nZ 

jealousy  of  fonnmg  an  army,  and  depended  on  tie  zeal  of 
volunteers,  or  of  men  to  be  enlisted  for  less  than  seven  monlto 
There  were  no  e.xperienced  officers,  .and  no  methods  prokct7d 
fovnitrTf""";   ^^-'""g^onsawitall.    He  was  in  the  en 
jojment  of  fame;  he  wished  not  to  forfeit  the  esteem  of  his 

"TMs  dav    ilfblT  '  ™  '^'^''"'  "'  ""'^  appointment: 

reS."  »--"-ment  of  tl,e  declme  of  my 

si— 'irCfr  Ze^e"d1nT'^  ^  ™™--    «"  '"^ 

af.r  refusing  all  p;\?orh^rexi:tl^^^^^ 
feigned  modesty :  "  As  the  congress  desire  it,  I  ^ill  enfe  „nTn 

crvirrdrt^'"''"'^^^  ^'-^^  powe/lpossesstS 
service,  and  for  the  support  of  the  glorious  cause.    But  I  hes 

t  may  be  remembered  by  eveiy  gentleman  m  the  room  tht? 

my  0  f 'oLttT'  "",r"*  ^""'=*y'  I  Oo  ""'  "-"^ 

myseii  equal  to  the  comiiiuud  I  am  honored  with." 
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The  next  day  the  delegates  of  all  the  colonies  resolved 
unanimously  in  eon<?res3  "  to  maintain  and  assist  him,  and  ad- 
here to,  him,  the  said  George  Washington,  Esquire,  with  their 
lives  and  fortunes  in  the  same  cause." 

By  his  commission  he  was  invested  with  the  command 
over  all  forces  raised  or  to  be  raised  by  the  United  Colonies, 
and  with  lull  power  and  authority  to  order  the  army  as  he 
should  think  for  the  good  and  welfare  of  the  service,  "  in  un- 
foreseen emergencies  using  his  best  circumspection,  and  advis- 
ing with  his  council  of  war ; "  and  he  was  instructed  to  take 
"  special  care  that  the  liberties  of  America  receive  no  detri- 
ment." 

Washington  knew  that  he  must  depend  for  success  on  a 
steady  continuance  of  purpose  in  an  imperfectly  united  conti- 
nent, and  on  his  personal  influence  over  separate  and  half- 
formed  governments,  with  most  of  which  he  was  wholly  unac- 
quainted. He  foresaw  a  long  and  arduous  b  ruggle;  but  a 
secret  consciousness  of  his  power  bade  him  not  to  fear ;  and 
he  never  admitted  the  thought  of  sheathing  his  sword  or  re- 
signing his  command  till  the  work  of  vindicating  American 
liberty  should  be  done.  To  his  wife  he  unbosomed  his  inmost 
mind :  "  I  hope  my  undertaking  this  service  is  designed  to 
answer  some  good  purpose,  I  rely  confidently  on  that  Provi- 
dence which  has  heretofore  preserved  and  been  bountiful  to 


» 


me. 

His  acceptance  changed  the  aspect  of  affairs.  John  Adams, 
looking  with  complacency  upon  "the  modest  and  virtuous,  the 
amiable,  generous,  and  brave  general,"  as  the  choice  of  Massa- 
chusetts, said :  "  This  appointment  will  have  a  great  effect  in 
cementing  the  union  of  these  colonies.  The  general  is  one  of 
the  most  important  characters  of  the  world ;  upon  him  depend 
the  liberties  of  America."  All  hearts  turned  with  affection 
toward  Washington.  This  is  he  who  was  raised  up  to  be,  not 
the  head  of  a  party,  but  the  father  of  his  country. 
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June  16-17,  1775. 

The  army  round  Boston  was  "a  mixed  multitude"  as  vet 
under  very  little  discipline,  order,  or  government''     Wa 

the  private  men,  great  numbers  were  able-bodied  aeZ;  .  , 
unquestionablv  brave  infl  fhn.^  ^  ^  uoaiea,  active,  and 
such  men      Z,        '  •  ^^""^  "^^^"^^  ^^^^iJ  of  lending 

tente,  troops  ,vere  quartered  in  the  colleges  and  private  hoLf 
There  was  a  want  of  money,  of  clothtog,  of  en^neers  I  ' 
above  all  of  ammunition.  "Confusion  £d  disorder  «Wd 
in  every  department."  reigned 

Eaeh  colony  had  its  own  militia  laws,  so  that  there  was  no 
Bmformjty  m  discipline.  Of  the  soldier^  from  the  olhel  col^ 
nies,  only  the  New  Hampshire  regiments  had^  '  t  beet 
phced  mider  the  command  of  wJi.    Of  the  ml  rf  Co„ 

and  was  seen  constantly  on  horeeback  or  on  foot  wSlL  JS 
bis  men  or  encouraging  them.  He  repeatedly  butTllS 
leave  to  advance  the  lines  to  Prospect  Hill     vTT 

war  were  bu-cuaung  attractive.  "^ 
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The  British  forces  gave  signs  of  shame  at  their  confine- 
ment. The  secretary  of  state  frequently  assured  the  Frencli 
minister  at  London  tliat  they  would  take  the  field,  and  that 
the  Americans  would  soon  tire  of  the  strife.  The  kinc  of 
England,  who  had  counted  the  days  necessary  for  the  voyage 
of  the  transports,  was  "  tnisting  soon  to  hear  that  (lage  had 
dispersed  the  rebels,  destroyed  their  works,  opened  a  commu- 
nication with  the  country,"  and  imprisoned  the  leading  patri- 
ots of  the  colony. 

The  peninsula  of  Boston,  at  that  time  connected  with  the 
mainland  only  by  a  very  low  and  narrow  isthmus,  had  at  its 
south  a  promontory  then  known  as  Dorchester  neck,  with  three 
hills  connnanding  the  town.  At  the  north  lay  the  peninsula  of 
Charlestown,  in  length  not  much  exceeding  a  mile,  in  width  a 
little  more  than  half  a  mile,  but  gradually  diminishing  toward 
the  causeway,  which  kept  asunder  the  Mystic  and  the  Charles. 
Near  its  north-eastern  termination  rose  the  round,  smooth  accliv- 
ity of  Bunker  Ilill,  one  hundred  and  ten  feet  high,  command- 
ing both  peninsulas.  The  high  land  then  fell  away  by  a  grad- 
ual slope  for  about  seven  hundred  yards,  and  just  north  by  east 
of  the  town  of  Charlestown  it  reappeared  with  an  elevation  of 
about  seventy-five  feet,  which  bore  the  name  of  Breed's  Hill. 
These  heights  of  Dorchester  and  Charlestown  commanded 
Boston. 

About  the  middle  of  May  a  joint  committee  from  the  com- 
mittee of  safety  and  the  council  of  war,  after  a  careful  exami- 
nation, recommended  that  several  eminences  within  the  limits 
of  the  town  of  Charlestown  should  be  occupied,  and  that  a 
strong  redoubt  should  be  raised  on  Bunker  Hill.  A  breast- 
work was  thrown  up  across  the  road  near  Prospect  IBll,  and 
Bunker  Hill  was  to  have  been  fortified  as  soon  as  artillery  and 
powder  should  be  supplied;  but  delay  would  have  rendered 
even  the  attempt  impossible.  Gage,  with  the  three  major- 
generals,  was  determined  to  extend  his  lines  north  and  south, 
over  Dorchester  and  Charlestown.  The  execution  of  the  plan 
was  fixed  for  the  eighteenth  of  June. 

This  design  became  known  in  the  American  camp,  and 
raised  a  desire  to  anticipate  the  movement.  Accordingly,  on 
the  fifteenth  of  June,  the  Massachusetts  committee  of  safety 
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informed  the  council  of  war  that,  in  tlieir  opinion,  Dorchester 
Heights  Bliould  be  fortified;  and  they  recommended  unani- 
mously to  establish  a  post  on  Bunker  Hill. 

In  searching  for  an  officer  suited  to  the  enterprise,  the 
choice  fell  on  William  Prescott  of  Pepperell,  colonel  of  a 
regiment  from  the  north-west  of  Middlesex,  who  himself  was 
solicitous  to  be  employed  in  the  perilous  duty,  and  on  the 
cvemng  after  the  vote  of  the  committee  of  safety,  a  night  and 
day  only  m  advance  of  the  purpose  of  Gage,  a  brigade  of  one 
thousand  men  was  placed  under  his  command. 

Soon  after  sunset,  the  party,  composed  of  three  hundred  of 
Prescott  s  own  regiment,  detachments  from  those  of  Frye  and 
of  Bridge,  and  two  hundred  men  of  Connecticut,  under  the 
gallant  Thomas  Knowlton  of  Ashford,  were  ordered  to  parade 
on  Cambridge  common.     They  were  a  body  of  husbandmen, 
not  m  uniform,  bearing  for  the  most  part  fowling-pieces  which 
had  no  bayonets,  and  carrying  in  horns  and  pouches  their 
stinted  supply  of  powder  and  bullets.     Langdon,  the  president 
of  Harvard  college,  who  was  one  of  the  chaplains  to  the  armv 
prayed  with  them  fervently;  then,  a.  the  late  darlcness  of  the 
midsummer  evening  closed  in,  they  marched  for  Chai-lestown 
m  the  face  of  the  proclamation,  issued  only  four  days  before, 
by  winch  all  persons  taken  in  arms  against  their  sovereigi^ 
were  threatened  under  martial  law  with  death  by  the  cord  aa 
rebels  and  traitors     Prescott  and  his  party  were  the  first  to 
defy  the  menace ;  he  was  resolved  "  never  to  be  taken  alive  " 

When,  with  hushed  voices  and  silent  tread,  they  and  the 
wagons  laden  with  intrenching  tools  had  passed  the  narrow 
isthmus,  Prescott  called  around  him  Richard  Gridley,  an  expe- 
nenced  engineer,  and  the  field  officers,  to  select  the  spot  for 

Bim  ''fTT:  J^'  '''^'^^''''  '^  '^^^'y  ^^^^  proposed 

and  x^-fhT'       f       ^^'^  *^''  ^'^'"'^  ^'  ^'^  understood  them ; 
and  vvith  the  ready  assent  of  his  companions,  who  were  bent  on 

near  St  Boston  and  best  suited  to  annoy  the  to^vn  and  shipping 

b   ll  tr:      ;'  r'"^'^  ''  ""'''''  '''^'''  -^^  squarc^The 
bells  of  Boston  had  stmek  twe:      "    " 
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thrown  up.     Tlion  ovoiy  inim  of  tlio  thousand  plied  in  his 
turn  tho  piokaxo  and  HpiuK*,  and  with  such  oxptnlition  tliat  tho 
panipet  noon  immnvd  form  and  lioi^dit,  and  capacity  for  do- 
fonco.     "  Wo  hIiuH  koop  our  p:roun(l,"  thus  l^roscott  related 
that  ho  Hilently  revolved  his  jmHition,  "  if  sonic  screen,  how- 
over  8lio;ht,  can  ho  completed  hefore  discovery."     Tho  Lively 
lay  in  the  ferry  hetweon   Hoston  and  (^harlestown,  and  a  little 
to  the  eai^tward  were  moored  tho  I<^dcon,  sloop-of-wiv,.,  and  the 
Somei-set,  a  whip  of  the  line;  tho  v^n-an  not  oidy  set  a  watch 
to  patrol  the  shore,  hut,  hendin^r  M;,  ^  ar  to  every  sound,  twice 
n>paired  to  the  mar^ri,,  of  the  water,  wnere  ho  heard  tho  drowsy 
sentinels  from  the  decks  of  tho  mciK)f- war  still  cry:  "All  is 
well." 

Tho  finv  houi-s  that  remained  of  darkness  hurried  away, 
but  not  till ''the  lino  of  circumvallation  wjia  already  dosed'."' 
As  day  dawned,  the  seami'ii  wt-ro  roused  to  action  ;  'and  every 
one  in  Boston  wjus  startled  from  slumherhy  tho  cannon  of  th'o 
Lively  i)liiyin^r  „,,on  tho  redoubt.     (^iti/(>ns  of  tho  town,  and 
Ih'itish  ollicei-s,  and  tory  refugees,  tho  kindred  of  tho  insur- 
gtuits,  crowded  to  gaze  with  wonder  and  surprise  at  tho  small 
fortress  of  earth  freshly  thrown  up,  and  ''the  rebels,"  who  woro 
still  plainly  seen  at  their  toil.     A  battery  of  heavy  guns  was 
forthwith  niounted  on  Copps  Hill,  which  avius  directly  oppo- 
site at  a  distance  of  but  twelve  hundred  yards,  and  an  incessant 
shower  of  shot  and  bombs  wjw  rained  uikhi  tho  works ;  but 
Prescott,  whom  Gridley  had  forsaken,  calmly  considered' how 
ho  could  best  continue  his  lino  of  dofenco. 

At  the  foot  of  the  hill  on  tho  north  was  a  slough,  beyond 
which  an  elevated  tonguo  of  land,  having  few  trees,  covered 
chiefly  with  gniss,  and  intersected  by  fences,  stretched  away  to 
the  Mystic.  Without  the  aid  of  an  engineer,  Prescott  himself 
extended  his  line  from  tho  east  side  of  the  redoubt  northerly 
for  about  twenty  rods  toward  the  bottom  of  tho  Jiill ;  but  the 
men  were  prevented  from  completing  it  "by  tho  intolerable 
fire  of  the  enemy."  Still,  the  cannonade  from  tho  battery  and 
shipping  could  not  dislodge  them,  though  it  was  a  severe  trial 
to  raw  soldiei-s,  unaccustomed  to  tho  noise  of  artillery.  Early 
in  the  day  a  private  was  killed  and  buried.  To  inspire  confi- 
dence,  Prescott  mounted   the  parapet  and  walked  leisui-ely 
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Imckward  ,,,,,1  f,„„,j,  „,„„,i„i       „,„  ^„^, 

tlio  conirnamlor  of  tl,„  ,,„rt„     ..Will  l,o  (1„I,H"  ll     .  .1 
go„„™,  of  Willanl,  ProJot  Jbrothci  ,.t  £  .  I  It: 
counc,  lor,  who  w™  at  Iuh  «,1„.    ..'Po  „„    l„„t  ,,    p  In,  " 
bloo<l  •  a„„w„r„d  Willanl.     A»  tl,„  JirUi^,.  «„„„J„  ^  „  ^.^^ 
o«,'7 '•<"-  «avo  froHh  „t,.o„KtI,  to  tl,„  intrf„cl„„„  .to'If  to 
A,,,.,  ,can«,  l,y  ,„n„„-eloclc  tl.oy  doomed  it  „ocoH»ary  t,raltor 
U.0  plan  prov,ou„l,  ,,,.ood  „,„„,,  „,„,  t„  make  tl.o  aCk  i  . 
modmtoly  o„  tl,„  „„lo  tl,at  oould  bo  «K,nc»t  reacl.od. 

J  ho  da,y  wa»  o.io  of  the  hottoHt  of  tl.o  «oa«.m.    After  tli,.ir 
fat,K„e«  1  ,ro„«l,  the  niKht,  the  A.neriean  parti  a„«M,d 
have  p  eaded  thoir  „„,it„e»  foraetion  ;  ho,,,!  loft  the  2     . 
1.0  held  ohce™,  liri,lKea„d  |iri„k„tt,  l,ei„g  indinpo^d  co 
render  the.r  no„„nan,ler  hut  little  service      Vet  ic't, 
<l.»n,ayed  neither  by  weari„e»,  nor  de»ertio„      "  J,?"    ,  "'" 
consent  to  bein"  rolievo.l  "  .:.,!.l  1     .     ,'•  ""  """"'^ 

».    11     1       '■'"':  '""-"^u,    >■"«'  "0  to  hr«  own  reirirncnt  iiii.l 
to  al  who  renuuned  ;  "  the™  are  the  works  of  onr  ha  1  tot 
be  the  hon.,r  of  defending;  them."     ,|„  despatch      r'tj 
mcssense,«for  re-enforcon,ent«and  provisions;  bnt  at«,el"  nr 
of  noon  no  .„„,„t,„,ce  had  appeared.     ]Ii„  ,„en  ha.I  toiled  a 
the  n,ght  long,  had  broken  their  f,u,t  „nlv  with  „  Vr    , 
brought  in  their  knaps,„,k„  the  eveni  T^llt       d        . 
burning  sky,  without  shade,  an.id  a  ^vmo^l^ttTt^" 
cont,n„e,l  their  labor  all  the  n.oming,  and  w  I  tt le,   ri  "j 
or  a  desperate  eneountor  with  a  vastly  superior  ZI    ZZ 
refreshments  were  sent  then,„and  during  the  wl    ifdlv  t  ,ov 

Ihe  Bocond  messenger  from  Prescott,  on  liis  way  to  the 
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during  the  whole  day,  and  asked  of  Prescott  "  that  the  in- 
trenching tools  might  be  sent  off."  It  was  done ;  but,  of  the 
large  party  that  took  them  away,  few  returned ;  and  Putnam 
found  no  leisure  to  fortify  the  crown  of  the  higher  hill. 

To  abundant  equipments  of  every  kind  the  British  troops 
in  Boston,  though  in  number  hardly  more  than  five  thousand 
effective  men,  added  experience  and  exact  discipline.  Taking 
advantage  of  liigli  water,  the  Glasgow  sloop-of-war  and  two 
floating  batteries  had  been  moored  where  their  guns  raked  the 
isthmus  of  Charlestown.  Between  the  hours  of  twelve  and 
one,  by  order  of  General  Gage,  boats  and  barges,  manned  by 
oars,  all  plainly  visible  to  Prescott  and  his  men,  bore  over  the 
unruffled  sheet  of  water  from  Long  Wharf  to  Moulton's  Point 
in  Charlestown  the  fifth,  the  thirty-eighth,  the  forty-third,  and 
the  fifty-second  regiments  of  infantry,  with  ten  companies  of 
grenadiers,  ten  of  light  infantry,  and  a  proportion  of  field  artil- 
lery— in  all  about  two  thousand  men.  They  were  commanded 
by  Major-General  Howe,  who  was  assisted  by  Brigadier-General 
Pigot.  It  was  noticed  that  Percy,  pleading  illness,  let  his 
regiment  go  without  him.  The  British  landed  under  cover  of 
the  shipping,  on  the  outward  side  of  the  peninsula,  near  the 
Mystic,  with  a  view  to  outflank  the  American  party,  surround 
them,  and  make  prisoners  of  the  M-hole  detachment. 

The  way  along  the  banks  of  the  river  to  Prescott's  rear  lay 
open ;  he  had  remaining  with  him  but  about  seven  or  eight 
hundred  men,  worn  with  toil  and  watching  and  hunger ;  he 
knew  not  how  many  were  coming  against  him  ;  his  flank  was 
unprotected  ;  he  saw  no  signs  of  re-enforcements  ;  the  enemy 
had  the  opportunity  to  surround  and  crush  his  little  band. 
"  Never  were  men  placed  in  a  more  dangerous  position."  But 
Howe,  who  was  of  a  sluggish  temperament,  halted  on  the  first 
rising  ground  and  sent  back  for  more  troops. 

When  Prescott  perceived  the  British  begin  to  land  on  the 
point  east  by  north  from  the  fort,  he  made  the  best  disposition 
of  his  scanty  force,  ordering  the  train  of  artillery  with  two 
field-pieces,  and  the  Connecticut  forces  under  Knowlton,  "to 
go  and  oppose  them." 

About  two  hundred  yards  in  the  rear  of  the  unfinished 
breastwork  a  fence  M-ith  two  rails,  of  which  the  posts  were  set 
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;n  a  low  stone  wall,  extended  for  three  Imndi-ed  yards  or  more 
toward  the  Mystic.    The  mowers  had  but  the  day  before  passed 
over  the  meadows,  and  the  grass  lay  on  the  ground  in  cocks 
and  Avindrows.     There  the  men  of  Connecticut,  in  pursuance 
of  Prescotts  order,  took  their  station.     Nature  had  provided 
"something  of  a  breastwork,"  or  a  ditch  had  been  dug  many 
years  before.     They  grounded  arms  and  made  a  slight  fortifi- 
cation against  musket-balls  by  interweaving  the  newly  mown 
grass  between  the  rails,  and  by  carrying  forward  a  post  and 
rail-fence  alongside  of  the  first,  and  piling  the  fresh  hay  be- 
tween the  two.     But  the  line  of  defence  was  still  very  far 
from  complete.    Nearer  the  water  the  bank  was  smooth  and 
without  obstruction,  dechning  gently  for  sixty  or  eighty  yards 
where  it  fell  off  abruptly.     Between  the  rail-fence  ^d  the  un^ 
finished  breastwork  the  space  was  open,  and  remained  so:  the 
6lough  at  the  foot  of  the  hill  guarded  a  part  of  the  distance  • 
nearly  a  hundred  yards  were  left  almost  wholly  unprotected    ' 
Brooks,  afterward  governor  of  Massachusetts,  one  of  Pres 
cott's  messengers,  had  no  mode  of  reaching  head-quarters  but 
on  foot.     He  found  the  general  anxious  and  perplexed    Ward 
saw  the  imprudence  of  risking  a  battle  for  which  the  army 
was  totally  unprepared.    To  the  committee  of  safety,  which 
was  in  session,  the  committee  of  supplies  expressed  its  concern 
at  the  "expenditure  of  powder;"  "any  great  consumption  by 
cannon  might  be  ruinous ; "  and  it  is  a  fact  that  the  Americans 
with  incomplete  companies  composed  of  "raw,  irregular  and 
undisciplined  troops,"  enlisted  chiefly  within  six  Aveeks  com- 
manded, many  of  them,  by  untried  officers,  gathered  from  four 
separate  colonies,  with  no  reciprocal  subordination  but  from 
courtesy  and  opinion,  after  collecting  all  the  ammunition  that 
could  be  obtained  north  of  the  Delaware,  had  in  the  magazine 
for  an  army,  engaged  in  a  siege  and  preparing  for  a  fight  no 
more  than  twenty-seven  half-barrels  of  powder,  with  a  gift 
from  Connecticut  of  thirty-six  half  barrels  more. 

Ward  determined,  if  possible,  to  avoid  a  general  action. 
Apprehending  that,  if  re-enforcements  should  leave  his  camp 
the  main  attack  of  the  British  would  be  made  upon  Cambridge' 
he  refused  to  impair  his  strength  at  head-quarters;  but  he  or- 
dered the  New  Hampshire  regiments  of  Stark,  stationed  at 


..  :'f 


V' :! 


i     1 


.■i  m 


I 


rm 


h  ^ 


i  II 


nl  • 


/  i      ' 


w 


1 

1 

i 

i 

I't 

L^ 

220         AMERICA  ARMS  FOR  SELF-DEFENCE. 


EP.  in. ;  on.  xiv. 


Medford,  and  of  Rccd,  near  Charlcstown  neck,  to  march  to 
Prcscott's  support. 

When  word  was  brought  that  tho  British  were  actually 
landing  in  Charlestown,  tho  general  regarded  it  as  a  feint,  and 
still  refused  to  change  his  plan.  But  the  zeal  of  individuals 
admitted  of  no  control.  The  welcome  intelligence  that  the 
British  had  actually  sallied  out  of  Boston  thrilled  through  men 
who  were  "  waiting  impatiently  to  avenge  the  blood  of  their 
murdered  countrymen."  Owing  to  tho  want  of  activity  in 
Wai'd,  who  did  not  leave  his  house  during  tho  whole  day,  all 
method  was  wanting ;  but,  while  the  bells  were  ringing  and 
the  drums  beating  to  anns,  officeis  who  had  longed  for  the 
opportunity  of  meeting  tho  British  in  battle,  soldiers  who 
clung  to  the  officers  of  their  choice  with  constancy,  sot  off  for 
the  scene  of  battle,  hardly  knowing  themselves  whether  they 
were  countenanced  by  the  general,  or  the  committee  of  safety, 
or  the  council  of  war ;  or  moved  by  the  same  impetuous  en- 
thusiasm which  had  brought  them  forth  on  the  nineteenth  of 
April,  and  which  held  "  an  honorable  death  in  the  lield  for  tho 
liberties  of  all  America  preferable  to  an  ignominious  slavery." 
The  septuagenarian  Seth  Pomeroy  of  Northampton  was 
roused  by  the  continuance  of  the  cannonade,  and  rode  to 
Chai-lestown  neck;  there,  thoughtful  for  his  horse,  which 
waa  a  borrowed  one,  he  shouldered  his  fowling-piece,  marched 
over  on  foot,  and,  amid  loud  cheers  of  welcome,  took  a  place 
at  the  rail-fence. 

Joseph  Warren,  after  discharging  his  duty  in  the  commit- 
tee of  safety,  resolved  to  take  part  in  the  battle.  He  was  en- 
treated by  Elbridge  Gerry  not  thus  to  expose  his  Hfe.  "It  is 
sweet  and  becoming  to  die  for  one's  country,"  was  his  answer. 
Three  days  before,  he  had  been  elected  a  provincial  major-gen- 
eral, He  knew  the  defects  of  the  American  camp,  the  danger 
of  the  intrenched  party,  and  how  the  character  of  his  country- 
men and  the  interests  of  mankind  hung  in  suspense  on  tho 
conduct  of  that  day.  About  two  o'clock  he  crossed  Bunker 
Hill  unattended,  and  with  a  musket  in  his  hand.  He  stood 
for  a  short  time  near  a  cannon  at  the  rail-fence  in  conversation 
with  Putnam,  who  was  ready  to  receive  his  orders ;  but  War- 
ren declined  to  assume  authority,  and  passed  on  to  the  redoubt. 
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where  tho  cliief  attack  was  expected.  Tl.ero  PreBcott  pro- 
I>..Hed  tlmt  Jie  should  take  the  command  ;  but  lie  answered  as 
he  had  done  to  Putnam  :  "  I  come  as  a  volunteer,  to  learn  from 
a  soldier  of  experience ;»  and  in  choosing  his  station  he  looked 
only  for  the  place  of  danger  and  imi)ortance. 

Of  the  men  of  Essex  who  formed  Little's  regiment,  full 
a  hundred  and  twenty-five  hastened  to  the  aid  of  Prescott  • 
Worcester  and  Middlesex  furnished  more  than  seventy  from' 
Brewer's  regiment,  and  with  them  the  prudent  and  fearless 
Wilham  Buckminster  of  Barr6,  their  lieutenant-colonel.    From 
the  same  counties  came  above  fifty  more,  under  John  Nixon 
of  Sudbury.     Willard  Moore  of  Paxton,  a  man  of  superior 
cndo^vments,  led  about  forty  of  Worcester  county ;  from  the 
regiment  of  Whitcomb  of  Lancaster,  there  appeared  at  least 
fifty  privates,  but  with  no  higher  officers  than  captains.    Not 
more  than  six  light  field-pieces  were  brought  upon  the  ground  • 
and  these,  from  want  of  ammunition,  were  scarcely  used 

At  the  rail-fence  there  were,  ob  yet,  but  the  Comiecticut 
men  whom  Prescott  had  detached.     The  two  field-pieces  had 
been  deserted  by  tlie  artillerymen.      After  the  British  had 
landed,  and  just  before  they  advanced,  a  party  of  New  Hamp- 
shire le™  arrived,  conducted  by  Colonel  John  Stark  who 
next  to  Prescott,  brought  the  largest  number  of  men  into  the 
field.    WTien  they  came  to  the  isthmus,  which  was  raked  by 
cannon  Dearborn,  one  of  his  captains  who  walked  by  his  8idc^ 
ady,sed  a  quick  step.     "  One  fresh  man  in  action  is  worth  ten 
fatigued  ones,"  replied  Stark ;  and  he  marched  leisurely  across 
Charlestown  neck  through  the  galling  fire.     The  rugged  trap- 
per was  as  calm  as  though  he  had  been  hunting  in  his  native 
woods.    At  a  glance  upon  the  beach  along  Mystic  river  « I 
saw  there  "  he  related,  « the  way  so  plain  that  the  enemy  ciuld 
not  miss  It."    While  some  of  his  men  continued  the  Le^ 
defence  by  still  weaving  grass  between  the  rails,  others,  at  his 
bidding,  leaped  down  the  bank,  and,  with  stones  from  adjacent 
walls,  threw  up  a  breastwork  to  the  water's  edge.    Behind  this, 
and  wholly  exposed  on  the  side  of  the  water,  he  posted  triple 
ranks  of  his  men ;  the  rest  knelt  or  lay  down.     The  time  al- 
lowed him  no  opportunity  of  consulting  with  Prescott;  they 
lought  mdependentlv -•  Prponott  t'^  Hp^^— i  ^v-  v^     i  •  -^       - 
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ton  and  Stark,  with  Hood's  regiment,  to  protect  its  Hank. 
These  are  ail  wlio  arrived  before  tlie  beginning  of  tlie  attack ; 
and  not  more  than  a  liundred  and  fifty  others  of  various  regi- 
ments, led  by  dillerent  officers  or  driven  l)y  tlieir  own  zeal, 
readied  tlie  battle-ground  before  the  retreat.  From  lirst  to 
last  Putnam  took  an  active  intercbt  in  the  exi)edition  ;  and  the 
appointment  of  Prescott  to  its  command  was  made  with  his 
concurrence.  Without  interfering  with  that  command,  ho 
wius  now  i)lanning  additional  works  on  Bunker  Hill,  now 
mingling  with  the  Connecticut  troops  at  the  rail-fence,  now 
threatening  officers  or  men  who  seemed  to  him  dilatory  or 
timid,  now  at  Cambridge  in  person,  or  again  by  message,  de- 
manding re-enforcements,  ever  engaged  in  aiding  and  encour- 
aging here  and  there,  as  tlie  case  required.  After  the  first 
landing  of  the  British,  ho  sent  orders  by  his  son  to  the  Con- 
necticut forces  at  Cambridge,  "that  tliey  must  all  meet  and 
march  inmiediately  to  Bunker  Hill  to  oppose  the  enemy." 
Chester  and  his  company  ran  for  their  anns  and  ammunition, 
and  marched  with  such  alaerity  that  they  reached  the  battle- 
ground before  the  day  was  decided. 

While  the  camp  at  Cambridge  Avas  the  scene  of  confusion, 
Howe  caused  refreshments  to  be  distributed  abundantly  among 
his  troops.  The  re-enforcements  which  he  had  demanded  ar- 
rived, consisting  of  several  more  companies  of  light  infantry 
and  grenadiers,  the  forty-seventh  regiment,  and  a  battalion  of 
marines.  "  The  whole,"  wrote  Gage,  "  made  a  body  of  some- 
thing above  two  thousand  men ; "  "  about  two  thousand  men 
and  two  battalions  to  re-enforce  him,"  wrote  Burgoyne ;  "  near 
upon  three  thousand,"  thought  very  accurate  observers,  and  a 
corps  of  five  regiments,  one  battalion,  and  twenty  flank  com- 
panies, more  than  seventy  companies,  must,  after  all  allow- 
ances, be  reckoned  at  two  thousand  five  hundred  men  or  more. 
It  comprised  the  chief  strength  of  the  army. 

Not  till  the  news  reached  Cambridge  of  this  second  land- 
ing at  CharlestoA\Ti  was  Ward  relieved  from  the  apprehension 
that  the  main  body  of  the  British  would  interpose  themselves 
between  Charlestown  and  Cambridge.  Persuaded  of  the  se- 
curity of  the  camp,  and  roused  by  the  earnest  entreaties  of 
Devens  of  Charlestown,  himself  a  member  of  the  committee 
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of  safety,  Ward  consented  to  order  re-enforco.nents,  ainon.. 
he.n  Ins  own  rognnent ;  but  it  was  too  late.  The  whole  nunT- 
ber  of  Aniericans  in  the  battle,  including  all  such  aa  crossed 
the  causeway  seasonably  to  take  part  in  the  fight,  according  to 
tlie  most  solemn  assurances  of  the  officers  who  wore  in  the 
action,  to  the  testimony  of  eye-witnesses,  to  contemporary  in- 
quirers and  to  the  carefully  considered  judgment  of  Washing.- 
.on,  aid  not  exceed  one  thousand  five  hundred  men  " 

Nor  should  history  forget  to  record  that,  as  in  the  army  at 
Cambridge,  so  also  in  this  gallant  band,  the  free  negroes  of  the 
colony  had  their  representatives ;  for  the  right  of  free  negroes 
to  bear  arms  in  the  public  defence  was  at  that  day  not  dis- 
puted  in  New  England.  They  took  their  place  in  the  ranks 
w  h  white  men  ;  and  their  names  may  be  read  on  the  pension 

siieir '^' '''' '' ''''  ^''  *^-  ^'  -^-  -^^^- 

Two  days  after  the  expedition  to  Concord,  Gage  had  threat- 
ened that  I  the  Americans  should  occupy  Charleftown  height 
^le  town  should  be  burnt.  Its  inhabitants,  however,  had  a^^ 
ways  been  willing  that  the  threat  should  be  disregarded.  The 
time  for  the  holocaust  was  come.  Pretending  that  his  flank- 
ing parties  were  annoyed  from  houses  in  the  village,  Howe 

burn  .  Ihe  order  was  immediately  obeyed  by  a  discharge 
of  shells  from  Copp's  Hill.  The  inflammable  huLnTcauIt 
n  an  mstant,  and  a  party  of  men  landed  and  spreadTe  fife 

Br  Ji  r  "  "'?'"  ^'^'^^"^  ^'  ^^^  "^°^'  *^«  ~-ts  of  the 
Bnti^^i  were  not  covered  by  the  smoke  of  the  conflagration. 

At  half  past  two  o'clock,  or  a  very  httle  later,  General 
Howe    not  confining  his  attack  to  the  left  wing  done   al 
vanced  to  a  simultaneous  assault  on  the  whole  front  from  the 
redoubt  to  Mystic  river.     In  Burgoyne's  opinionT "  Ifi    Sspo 
sition  wa.  soldier-like  and  perfect/'     Qf^he    wo  cduls 
which  were  put  in  motion,  the  one  was  led  by  Pigot  aJZ 
^le  redoubt,  the  other  by  Howe  himself  agLtVlTk 
which  seemed  protected  by  nothing  but  a  fence  of  rails  Tnd 
W  ea.y  to  be  scrambled  over,  so  that  Prescott,  when  his  left 
hould  be  turned,  would  find  the  enemy  in  hs  rear,  and  be 
forced  to  surrender.  '  "® 
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As  they  began  to  march,  the  battery  on  Copp's  Hill,  from 
which  Clinton  and  Burgoyne  were  watching  every  movement, 
kept  up  an  incessant  fire,  which  was  seconded  by  the  Falcon 
and  the  Lively,  the  Somerset  and  the  two  floating  batteries ; 
the  town  of  Charlestown,  consisting  of  five  hundred  edifices  of 
wood,  burst  into  a  blaze ;  and  the  steeple  of  its  only  church 
became  a  pyramid  of  fire.  All  the  while  the  masts  of  the 
shipping  and  the  heights  of  the  British  camp,  the  church- 
towers,  the  house-tops  of  a  populous  town,  and  the  acclivities 
of  the  surrounding  country,  were  crowded  with  spectators  to 
watch  the  battle  which  was  to  take  place  in  full  sight  on  a 
conspicuous  eminence. 

As  soon  as  Prescott  perceived  that  the  enemy  were  in  mo- 
tion, he  commanded  Eobinson,  his  lieutenant-colonel,  the  same 
who  conducted  himself  so  bravely  in  the  fight  at  Concord,  and 
Henry  Woods,  his  major,  famed  in  the  villages  of  Middlesex 
for  ability  and  patriotism,  with  separate  detachments  to  flank 
the  enemy ;  and  they  executed  his  orders  with  prudence  and 
daring.  He  then  went  through  the  works  to  encourage  and 
animate  his  inexperienced  soldiers.  "  The  redcoats  will  never 
reach  the  redoubt,"  such  were  his  words,  as  he  himself  used  to 
narrate  them,  "  if  you  will  but  withhold  your  fire  till  I  give 
the  order,  and  be  careful  not  to  shoot  over  their  heads."  After 
this  round  he  took  his  post  in  the  redoubt,  well  satisfied  that 
the  men  would  do  their  duty. 

The  British  advanced  in  line  in  good  order,  steadily  and 
slowly,  pausing  on  the  march  for  their  artillery  to  prepare  the 
way,  and  firing  with  muskets  as  they  advanced.  But  they  fired 
too  soon  and  too  high,  doing  but  little  injury. 

Encumbered  with  their  knapsacks,  they  ascended  the  steep 
hill  with  difficulty,  covered  as  it  was  with  grass  reaching  to 
their  knees,  and  intersected  with  walls  and  fences.  Prescott 
waited  till  the  enemy  had  approached  within  eight  rods  as  he 
afterward  thought,  within  ten  or  twelve  rods  as  the  committee 
of  safety  of  Massachusetts  wrote,  when  he  gave  the  word: 
"  Fire  t  "  At  once,  from  the  redoubt  and  breastwork,  every 
gun  was  discharged.  Nearly  the  whole  front  rank  of  the 
enemy  fell,  and  the  rest,  to  whom  this  determined  resistance 
was  unexpected,  were  brought  to  a  stand.    Foi     few  minutes, 
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fifteen  or  ten-who  can  count  euch  minutes  i-each  one  of  th„ 
Amencans  completely  covered  while  he  loadThfamlt 

steps  of  earth  in  the  redoubt  to  take  «im,  fought  according  Z 
lu8  own  judgment  and  wiU ;  and  a  close  and  SttW  &! 
J^  eontmued  and  returned,  till  the  British  staggZT^e^ 

oot  f2wfr"f  masses,  retreated  pref^itatelJTolS 
loot  ot  the  hill,  and  some  even  to  their  boats. 

undl  thetaTofIr  ™'"'^'  7"^''  '"^'^^  ■'^"  the  Mystic 

-nd  wbl  r-i  7''  ""•™''  «^""°*'.>'  '^^i^^t  tl'o  --ail-fence, 
«nd,  when  rnthm  eighty  or  one  hundred  yards,  displayed  into 
Ime  with  the  precision  of  troops  on  pa4de.  Here  Vo  he 
Amencans,  commanded  by  Stark  and  Knowlton  cWd  on 
by  Putnam,  who  hke  Prescott  bade  them  reserve  their  flre 
restraaned  themselves  as  if  by  univei^al  consertU  at  tS 
proper  moment,  resting  their  guns  on  the  rails  of  the  fLt 

crJ^re^hT     ^.™"^^™»  '•'^  volley,and,afterashfrt' 

feute'k  «1  t1  "  '""'*'''™'  '°'""^<"^  «  ™'^<=at.  and 

teU  back  til  they  were  covered  by  the  ground. 

nnd  1,  r  il,  """™°''  "'  J"^  in  that  unfinished  redoubt 

and  bohind  the  graasy  rampart,  where  New  England  hLZd 

Ws  boldlf  T,  ''""■'""  ^''"■*  '^'"''^  'heiarms.    S 
hearts  bounded  as  they  congratulated  each  other.    The  ni^hl> 

r^  f«'  7r  "^^-^-Z^*-  of  captivity  or  dlt 
wore  lorgotten.    They  promised  themselves  victory. 

As  the  British  soldiera  retreated,  the  offieera  were  seen  bv 
the  spectators  on  the  opposite  shorj,  niuning  do™  to  them 

wWch  Prfi  ::  ""  '"."*""'  "f  "'"'"'  «'»»  minutes,  during 
w    ch  Prescott  moved  round  among  his  men,  cheerin»  thmf 

vttfr'u'r^f '  "*'™  ""'-  P'Sot^^iiS  anf^ 

hire    firinf  „,,? '  '■''"'"'*  f'"*""^'  ^"  "'^  ^™<'  "--d^'  as 
timrtheA  *  ^^  approached  within  musket-shot.    This 

hme  the  Amencans  withheld  their  flre  till  the  enemy  were 
^;.thm  SIX  or  five  i^ds  of  the  re^.ubt,  when,  as  the  oricr^™ 
g^ven,,tseemed  more  fatal  than  befor:.     Tli  enemv  cont  nu<S 
odischarge  their  guns,  and  pressed  forward  with  spirit    <Tut 
~~  ..noi.  Amencua  Ime  tiiere  was,"  said  Prescott,  "a 
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continuous  stream  of  fire ; "  and  though  the  British  officers 
exposed  themselves  fearlessly,  remonstrating,  threatening,  and 
even  striking  the  soldiers  to  urge  them  on,  they  could  not  reach 
the  redoubt,  but  in  a  few  moments  gave  way  in  greater  disor- 
der than  before.  The  wounded  and  the  dead  covered  the 
ground  in  front  of  the  works,  some  lying  within  a  few  yards 
of  them. 

On  the  flank  the  British  light  infantry  again  marched  up 
its  companies  against  the  grass-fence,  but  could  not  penetrate 
it.  "  Indeed,"  wrote  some  of  the  survivors,  "  how  could  we 
penetrate  it  ?  Most  of  our  grenadiers  and  light  infantry,  the 
moment  of  presenting  themselves,  lost  three  fourths,  and 
many  nine  tenths  of  their  men.  Some  had  only  eight  or  nine 
men  in  a  company  left,  some  only  three,  four,  or  five."  On 
the  ground  where  but  the  day  before  the  mowers  had  swung 
the  scythe  in  peace,  "the  dead,"  relates  Stark,  "lay  as  thick  as 
sheep  in  a  fold."  Howe  for  a  few  seconds  was  left  nearly 
alone,  so  many  of  the  officers  about  him  having  been  killed  or 
wounded ;  and  it  required  the  utmost  exertion  of  all,  from  the 
generals  down  to  the  subalterns,  to  repair  the  rout. 

At  intervals,  the  artillery  from  the  ships  and  batteries  was 
playing,  while  the  flames  were  rising  over  the  town  of  Charles- 
town  and  laying  waste  the  places  of  the  graves  of  its  fathers, 
and  streets  were  falling  together,  and  ships  at  the  yards  were 
crashing  on  the  stocks,  and  the  kindred  of  the  Americans,  from 
the  fields  and  hills  and  house-tops  around,  watched  every  gal- 
lant act  of  their  defenders.  "  The  whole,"  wrote  Burgoyne, 
"was  a  complication  of  horror  and  importance  beyond  any- 
thing it  ever  came  to  my  lot  to  be  witness  to.  It  was  a  sight 
for  a  young  soldier  that  the  longest  service  may  not  furnish 
again." 

"  If  we  drive  them  back  once  more,"  cried  Prescott,  "  they 
cannot  rally  again."  To  the  husbandmen  about  him  the  ter- 
rible and  appalling  scene  was  altogether  new,  and  not  one  of 
them  shrunk  from  duty.  "We  are  ready  for  the  redcoats 
again,"  they  shouted,  cheering  their  commander. 

In  the  longer  interval  that  preceded  the  third  attack,  a 
council  of  officers  disclosed  the  fact  that  the  ammunition  was 
ahnost  exhausted.     Though  Prescott  had  sent  in  the  moniing 
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for  a  supply,  he  had  received  none,  and  there  were  not  fif, 
bayonet,  in  his  party.    A  few  artfflery  ear  id"  3  wel^^f 
covered,  and,  as  the  last  resource,  the  powder  m  thL T     r 
.     tr^^b^ed,  with  the  direction  tl.at'  not  I  ^'ZrJ'^ZZfZ 

wJnflhX^CISXt—^th^^^^^^^^^^ 
hundreds  of  their  n.en  who  lay  l^^'XoIi^^ntetZl 
prepared  to  renew  the  engagement     VfInU  tLv  ,7.Sf  "H 

marme,  and  the  forty-seventh,  which  seemed  to  SS  t 
the  beach  as  if  uncertain  what  to  do.    These  fL,7d  !f 
treme  left  of  the  British,  and  advanced    rem  th™  0  J     T 

c^tr  rraom^KnnT-^"  "P  - 
The  Americans  within  the  redoubt  attiol-Prl  of 

:^:t!:drLr;^^r-'T?— 

none  more  than^;  r^uirf'Z:!  ^^ ''"Brp::' 
TtT^'.^Ztr'^'  ^""^  '»"^--    I^e'dir^^tld'^h- , 

o^an  instant,  and  then  sp^.^^^  w^tf  r  it^t 

110  nrst  scaled  the  parapet  were  shot  down  as  they  mounted 

1  itcairn  fell  mortally  wounded    in=f  o.  i  ^^  mounted. 

rpdnpKt      \    -•-  1        .™^^^^>  .l"st  as  he  was  euterinff  tlm 

-  ^-i.-3t.    A  ..n^h  amiler^  cartridge  furnished  powde^r  for 
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tlie  last  muskets  which  the  Americans  fired.  The  breastwork 
being  abandoned,  the  ammunition  expended,  the  redoubt  half 
filled  with  regulars,  at  a  little  before  four  Prescott,  on  the 
point  of  being  surrounded,  gave  the  word  to  retreat.  He  him- 
self was  among  the  last  to  leave  the  fort,  escaping  uidiurt, 
thougli  with  coat  and  waistcoat  rent  and  pierced  by  bayonets, 
which  ho  parried  with  his  sword.  The  men,  retiring  through 
the  sally-port  or  leaping  over  tlie  walls,  made  their  way  through 
their  enemies,  each  for  himself,  without  much  order,  and  the 
dust  which  rose  from  the  dry  earth  now  powdered  in  the  sun, 
and  the  smoke  of  the  engagement,  gave  them  some  covering. 
The  British,  who  had  turned  the  north-eastern  end  of  the 
breastwork,  and  had  come  round  the  angle  of  the  redoubt, 
were  too  much  exhausted  to  use  the  bayonet  against  them 
with  vigor,  and  at  first  the  parties  were  so  closely  intermingled 
as  to  intcrnipt  the  firing;  a  supply  of  ball  for  the  artillery, 
sent  from  Boston  during  the  battle,  was  too  large  for  the  field- 
pieces  which  accompanied  the  detachment. 

The  brave  men  of  the  redoubt  would  have  been  effectually 
cut  off  but  for  the  provincials  at  the  rail-fence  and  the  bank  of 
the  Mystic,  who  had  repulsed  the  enemy  twice,  and  now  held 
them  in  check  till  the  main  body  had  left  the  hill.  Not  till 
then  did  the  Connecticut  companies  under  Knowlton,  and  the 
New  Hampshire  soldiers  under  Stai'k,  quit  the  station,  which 
they  had  "  nobly  defended."  The  retreat  was  made  with  more 
regularity  than  could  have  been  expected  of  troops  who  had 
been  for  so  short  a  time  under  discipline,  and  of  whom  many 
had  never  before  seen  an  engagement.  Trevett  and  his  men 
drew  off  the  only  field-piece  that  was  saved.  The  musket  of 
Pomeroy  was  struck  and  marked  by  a  ball.  The  redoubt,  the 
brow  of  Bunker  Hill,  and  the  passage  across  the  Charlestown 
causeway,  were  the  principal  places  of  slaughter. 

Putnam,  at  the  third  onset,  was  absent,  "  employed  in  col- 
lecting men  "  for  re-enforcements,  and  was  encountered  by  the 
retreating  party  on  the  northern  declivity  of  Bunker  Hill. 
Acting  on  his  own  responsibility,  he  now  for  the  first  time 
during  the  day  assumed  the  supreme  direction.  Without  or- 
ders from  any  person,  he  rallied  such  of  the  fugitives  as  would 
obey  him,  joined  them  to  a  detachment  which  had  not  arrived 
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l^twn  '",''""',"'  *"  "'"*'''  ""-J  '""'^  PO^'-on  of  Pros- 
poet  11,11,  where  he  encamped  that  very  night 

Itopamng  to  head-quartere,  Preseott  offered  with  three  fresJ, 
regiment,  to  recoverhispoat ;  bnt  for  Inmsclf  hesongl  UeiZr 
promotion  nor  praise,  and,  having  performed  the    ?  t  serlte 
never  thought  that  he  had  done  more  than  his  dmr  ItThe 
^.tonporary  reeord  that  during  the  battle  "  no  one  app  a  ed 
0  have  any  command  hut  Colonel  Preseott,"  and  that  °' hh 
bravery  conid  never  be  enough  acknowledged  and  applauded  " 
The  camp  long  repeated  the  story  of  his  tlf^oUeS  vS  • 
and  a  h.stonan  o    the  war,  who  best  knew  the  jud^menrof 
tl>o  anny,  has  rightly  awarded  the  "highest  prize  of  Tr    * 
Preseott  and  his  companions "  '  ^"'^  *" 

courage  of  the.r  adversaries.    The  battle  put  an  endfo  »ll 
offensive  operations  on  the  pa.t  of  Ga-^e 

The  number  of  the  killed  and  wounded  in  his  armv  w-- 
by  h«  own  account,  at  least  one  thousand  and  flf  vfoT  S^t' 
en  y  commissioned  officers  were  wounded,  andlirt  n  we;' 
slam.    Of  these  there  were  one  lieutenant-colonel,  two  maTZ 

Bunker  Ildl,  wh.eh  gamed  nothing  but  a  place  of  encamp- 
That  Howe  did  not  fall  was  a  marvel.    The  praises  be 

fo..Jfl''°''.°f  *''^'°^ri™"»  '""ounted  to  one  lumdrH  -nd 
fa.tj.fivu  bUed  and  missing,  and  three  hundred  and  four 
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wounded.     The  brave  Moses   Parker,   of   Chelmsford,  was 
wounded  and  taken  prisoner ;  he  died  in  Boston  jail.     Major 
Willard  Moore  received  one  severe  wound  at  the  second  attack, 
and  soon  after  another,  which  he  felt  to  be  mortal ;  so  bidding 
farewell  to  those  who  would  have  borne  him  off,  he  insisted 
on  their  saving  themselves,  and  remained  to  die  for  the  good 
cause,  which  he  had  served  in  council  and  in  arms.    Buckmin- 
ster  was  dangerously  wounded,  but  recovered.    The  injury  to 
Nixon  was  so  great  that  he  suffered  for  many  months,  and 
narrowly  escaped  with  his  life.     Thomas  Gardner,  a  member 
of  congress  from  Cambridge,  was  hastening  with  some  part  of 
his  regiment  to  the  redoubt ;  but,  as  he  was  descending  Bunker 
Hill,  he  was  mortally  wounded  by  a  random  shot.    His  towns- 
men mourned  for  the  rural  statesman,  in  whom  they  had  long 
and  unanimously  reposed  their  confidence;  and  "Washington 
gave  him  the  funeral  honors  due  to  a  gallant  officer.     Andrew 
McClary,  on  that  day  unsurpassed  in  bravery,  returning  to 
reconnoitre,  perished  by  a  chance  cannon-ball  on  the  isthmus. 
Just  at  the  moment  of  the  retreat  fell  Joseph  Warren,  the 
last  in  the  trenches.     In  him  were  combined  swiftness  of 
thought  and  resolve,  courage,  endurance,  and  manners  which 
won  universal  love.     He  opposed  the  British  government,  not 
from  interested  motives  nor  from  resentment.     Guileless  and 
intrepid,  he  was  in  tnith  a  patriot.     As  the  mc  ment  for  the 
appeal  to  arms  apjiroached,  he  watched  with  joy  the  revival 
of  the  generous  spirit  of  New  England's  ancestors ;  and  wher- 
ever the  peril  was  greatest  he  was  present,  animating  not  by 
words  alone,  but  ever  by  his  example.    His  integrity,  the 
aoundness  of  his  judgment,  his  ability  to  write  readily  and 
well,  his  fervid  eloquence,  his  exact  acquaintance  with  Ameri- 
can rights  and  the  infringements  of  them,  gave  authority  to 
his  advice  in  private  and  in  the  provincial  congress.     Had  he 
lived,  the  future  seemed  burdened  with  his  honors ;  he  cheer- 
fully sacrificed  all  for  the  freedom  of  his  country  and  the 
rights  of  man. 

By  his  countrymen  he  was  "  most  sincerely  and  universally 
lamented;"  his  mother  would  not  be  consoled.  His  death, 
preceded  by  that  of  his  wife,  left  his  children  altogether  or- 
phans, till  the  continent,   at  the  motion  of  Samuel  Adams. 
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adopted  them  in  part  at  least  as  its  own.  The  eonBra™  nf  1  • 
natxve  state,  who  knew  ]um  well,  had  ohotrE  lido 
aieir  debates,  and  bad  reeently  raised  bim  to  high  clS 
m  their  army,  prochUmed  their  "veneration  for  JosepS 
ren,  as  for  one  whose  memory  is  endeared  to  his  conn?™! 
and  to  the  worthy  in  eve.7  part  and  age  of  the  worRsTTon^ 
as  virtue  and  valor  shall  be  esteemed  mong  men  "  ^ 

The  reports  of  the  generals  show  the  opinions  in  the  twr. 
camps  after  tlie  battle.    "  The  success,"  wfote  oj^  to  0^ 
moutb,  "which  was  very  necessary  in  our  presmfeondi^^ 
cost  us  dear.    The  number  of  kilkd  and  wouS  tt^^ 
aian  our  forces  can  aiford.    TTe  have  lost  some  extSZiv 
good  office,.     The  trials  we  have  bad  show  the"  bels  aTnt 
the  d^picaWe  rabble  too  many  have  supposed  them  tHe 
and  I  find  at  owing  to  a  military  spirit  encZged  long  them 
for  a  few  years  pa*l^  joined  with  uncommon  zeal  and  emhnsT 
T,  ■    TWmrench,  and  raise  batteries;  they  have  enleeT 
They  have  f  orWfaed  all  the  heights  and  pa^es  iound  SZ 
wkeh  It  IS  not  impossible  for  them  to  annoy.    The  conS 
of  tlus  countiyisnot  easy;  you  have  to  cope  with  vitS 
bem.    In  all  their  wars  against  the  French,  they  never  sh^d 
0  much  conduct  attention,  and  pei^veranee  L  they  do  nlw 

of  !lL  ""'  '  *°  '"'  """^  '"*'""  ''""^^  ''"'  '™^  -tnatl"' 
On  the  other  hand.  Ward,  in  a  general  order,  gave  thanks 
to  'the  officers  and  soldiei.  who  behaved  so  gaU^tZat  tW 
action  „  Charlestown;"  and,  in  words  whieb^e„d  tt 
convicion  of  bis  camp,  he  added:  "We  shall  fiS  come 

Amer  ca.      The  events  of  the  day  confirmed  Washineton  in 
his^iabit^  belief  that  the  liberties^  America  wruldtp;: 

«U  fight ;  England  has  lost  her  colonies  forever."       ™"™" 
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CHAPTER  XY. 

the  abmy  kound  boston. 

June  IT-August  1775. 

DtJEiNO  the  evening  and  night  after  the  engagement  the  air 
trembled  with  the  groans  of  the  wounded,  as  tliey  were  borne 
over  the  Charles  and  through  the  streets  of  Boston  to  ill- 
provided  hospitals.  To  the  end  of  the  war,  the  courage  of 
the  insurgents  in  this  battle  of  the  people,  and  their  skill  as 
marksmen,  never  went  out  of  mind.  The  loss  of  officers  was 
disproportionately  great;  and  the  gloom  of  the  British  was 
deepened  by  the  reflection  that  they  had  fought  against  their 
o^vn  kindred.  The  mortally  wounded,  Hke  Abercrombie,  had 
not  the  consolation  that  their  memory  would  be  held  in  honor. 

America  was,  beyond  any  country  in  the  world,  the  land 
of  the  most  varied  legislative  experience ;  but  in  its  remote- 
ness from  danger  and  its  abhorrence  of  a  standing  army  there 
was  not  any  organized  force  except  of  the  people  as  a  militia ; 
so  that  it  had  no  choice  of  officers  but  from  those  of  the 
militia  who  had  chanced  to  see  some  short  service  in  the 
French  wars,  retired  English  officers  who  had  made  their 
homes  in  America,  or  civilians. 

On  the  day  of  the  Bunker  Hill  battle  the  continental  con- 
gress elected  four  major-generals.  From  deference  to  Massa- 
chusetts, the  first  of  these  was  Artemas  Ward,  though  he  had 
not  yet  received  a  commission  from  that  colony,  and  from  his 
broken  health  was  unfit  for  the  station. 

The  Americans,  with  ingenuous  confidence,  assumed  that 
Charles  Lee,  the  son  of  an  English  officer  and  trained  up  from 
boyhood  for  the  anny,  was,  as  he  represented  himself,  a  sol- 
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dier  of  ability  and  large  experience,  and  their  friend  from  con- 
viction of  the  equity  of  their  cause.     "  From  what  I  know  of 
urn,    wrote  Sir  Joseph  Yorke,  then  British  minister  at  the 
Hague,     he  is  the  worst  present  which  could  be  made  to 
any  army."     Reduced  to  half  pay,  he  had  "no  chance  of 
being  provided  for  at  home,"  and,  as  an  adventurer,  sought 
employment  m  any  part  of  the  worid."   Clinging  to  England 
all  the  while  and  holding  it  "  wretchedness  itself  not  fo  be 
able  to  herd  with  the  class  to  which  he  had  been  accustomed 
from  his  infancy,"  he  looked  upon  the  Americans  as  "bad 
company,"  and  unworthy  of  independence.     No  position  was 
too  high  for  his  conceit ;  yet  he  was  too  petulant  to  persevere 
even  in  intrigues  to  supplant  his  superiors.     He  wrote  with  vi- 
vacity and  sometimes  with  terseness,  but  never  with  feeling  • 
for  he  had  no  sincerity  and  loved  neither  man  nor  woman.    He 
was  subject  to  "spleen  and  gloomy  moods;"  excitable  almost 
to  madness ;  alike  violent  and  versatile.     He  passed  for  a  brave 
man,  but  m  sudden  danger  he  quailed.     His  mobility,  though 
sometimes  mistaken  for  activity,  only  disguised  his  inefficiency 

iL'^^r"'  ""^  '"""f  ^ '  P'"^'^^^  ^^  ^^^^^^^^  5  downcast  in  dis^ 
aster ,  after  success,  claiming  honor  not  his  own ;  ever  ready  to 

cavil  and  perplex.     He  professed  to  be  a  free-thinker ;  but'he 

had  only  learned  of  scoffers  to  deny  "the  God  of  the  Jews  » 

curse  the  clergy,  and  hate  orthodox  dissenters.    Ill-mamiered  a 

great  sloven,  wretchedly  profane,  always  with  dogs  abTut  ht 

Having  no  fellow-feehng  with  the  common  people,  he  would 

73  r    '  '""*^^  ''  ''''''  "^^-  ^  lenient' master  o 
strong  ^r^""^^^*-     IIi«  sordid  soul  had  no  passion  so 

strong  as  covetousness,  and  he  was  always  seekin<.  to  escape 

the  W.t?  of  Poland  he  claimed  to  "have  passed  through 
See  of  F  ""'^'''^yj'^^^  ^^  «-"-  of  the  most  respectable  sfr- 
inT"  and  rr  'f.  ''  ''  '  -ajor-general  of  five  gears'  stand- 
ing and  had  waited  upon  congress  with  the  thought  of  being 
chosen  commander-in-chief.  At  the  moment  of  acceptinf 
employment  from  a  nation  which  was  looking  to  France  for 
BJ^ipathy,  he  assured  his  own  lung  of  his  refdiness    o  ser." 
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tlio  natuml  Iioroditary  cncTnics  of  England  with  tlio 


n^iiist 

utmost  alacrity  and  z(>al.     llo  often  roffrotted  1 


his  "ull"  in  the  Anierie 


tho 


laving  liazardcd 
an  cauHC.     Yet  coiiii^reHH  elected  him 


ir  second  ma jor-^'eneral,  so  that,  on  the  retirement  of  Ward. 


ho  would  stand  next  to  Wawhin^ton. 

Now  York  had  been  iwked  to  propose  tho  third  major- 
goneral ;  she  had  more  than  ono  citizen  of  superior  military 
talent ;  hut  her  provincial  congress,  limitinjjf  the  choice  to  those 
who  possessed  "  tho  gifts  of  fortune,"  selected  Pliilii)  Schuyler. 
Montgomery  hesitated,  saying :  "  Jlis  consecpu'iice  in  the  prov- 
ince makes  him  a  lit  subject  for  un  im])ortant  tnist ;  but  has 
he  strong  nerves  'i  I  could  wish  that  ])oint  well  ascertained 
with  respect  to  any  man  so  em])loyed."  Tho  voto  for  him 
in  congress  was  not  without  dissent. 

For  the  fourth  major-general,  tho  choice  fell  upon  Israel 
rutnam,  of  Comiecticut.  Wooster,  ius  well  as  Spencer,  of  tho 
same  colony,  stood  before  him  in  age  and  rank,  and  ecpialled 
him  in  love  of  country  and  courage;  but  a  skirmish  at  East 
])Oston,  in  which  he  took  the  lead,  had  been  heralded  as  a  great 
victory,  and  the  ballot  in  his  favor  is  recorded  as  unanimous. 
Of  IMassachusetts  by  birth,  at  the  age  of  thirty-seven  he  began 
his  career  with  the  ct)mniission  from  Connecticut  of  a  second 
lieuteujmt,  and  his  service  had  been  chiefly  as  a  ranger. 

Horatio  (Jates,  a  retired  British  officer  who  resided  in  Vir- 
ginia, came  next  as  adjutant-general  with  the  rank  of  brigadier. 
On  the  twenty-fii-st  of  June,  Thomas  Jefferson,  then  thirty 
years  of  ago,  entered  congress,  preceded  by  a  brilliant  re])uta- 
tion  JUS  a  vigorous  writer  and  a  far-sighted  statesman. 

The  tw^enty-second  brought  the  great  tidings  of  the  battle 
near  Bunker  Hill.  "A  breach  on  our  affections  was  needed 
to  rouse  tho  country  to  action,"  exclaimed  Patrick  Henry  as 
he  liciird  of  the  death  of  Warren.  Congress  proceeded  to 
tho  election  of  eight  brigadiers,  of  Avhom  all  but  ono  were 
from  Kew  England.  In  deference  to  the  choice  of  the  con- 
gress of  Massachusetts,  the  first  was  Seth  Pomeroy  ;  but  he  re- 
tired before  receiving  his  connnission.  Tho  second  was  Rich- 
ard Montgomery,  of  New  York,  a  Scotch-Irishman  by  birth,  a 
soldier  by  profession,  well-informed  as  a  statesnuin,  faultless  in 
private  life,  a  patriot  from  the  heai-t.    He  was  followed  by  David 
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W  ooHter,  of  Connecticut,  a  bravo  and  upright  man  of  fiixty-fivc  • 
William  Heath,  of  lloxbury,  Massachusetts,  a  patriot  famior' 
wlio  held  high  rank  in  the  train-bands  and  Jiad  read  books  on 
the  mihtary  art;  Josepli  Sjjencer,  of  Connecticut,  a  man  past 
sixty,  a  most  respectable  citizen,  but,  from  ago  and  inexpe- 
rience, not   qujilified  for  councils  of  war;  John  Thomas,  a 
physician,  of  Kingston,  Massachusetts ;  and  John  Sullivan  'an 
able  lawyer  and  patriot  statesman  of  New  Hampshire     The 
List  was  Nathaniel  Greene,  of  Khodo  Island,  mi8uri)a8sed  in 
the  fortitude  which  bears  up  against  defeat. 
^      Washington,  who  at  that  time  was  aflluent,  took  delight 
m  his  beautifully  situated  home  at  Mount  Vernon,  where  H 
gave  an  example  of  i,urity  of  life,  of  systematic  order  in  the 
management  of  his  estate,  and  benevolence  to  those  in  want, 
lo  his  wife,  whoso  miniature  he  wore  on  his  breast  from  the 
day  of  his  marriage  to  his  death,  he  wrote  on  the  eighteenth 
of  June :  "  You   may  believe  me,  I  should  enj,)y  more  real 
happiness  m  one  month  with  you  at  home  than  I  have  the 
most  distant  prospect  of  finding  abroad  if  my  stay  were  to  be 
seven  times  seven  years.     I  have  used  every  endeavor  in  my 
power  to  avoid  this  appointment,  from  a  consciousness  of  its 
being  a  tnist  too  great  for  my  capacity,  but,  as  a  kind  of  des- 
tiny has  thrown  me  upon  this  service,  I  shall  hope  that  my  un- 
dertaking It  is  designed  to  answer  some  good  purpose.     I  shall 
rely  confidently  on  that  Providence  which  has  hitherto  pre- 
served and  been  bountiful  to  me." 

At  a  farewell  supper,  the  members  of  congress  rose  as  they 
drank  a  health  to  "the  commander-in-chief  of  the  American 
'™^.' "  ^l^'''  *^"1^«  tl^^y  listened  in  stillness,  for  a  sense  of 
the  difficulties  before  him  suppressed  every  festal  cheer 

On  the  twenty-third  he  was  escorted  out  of  Philadelphia 
by  the  Massachusetts  delegates  and  many  others,  with  music 
othcers  of  militia,  and  a  cavalcade  of  light-horse.  "  I  poor 
creature,"  said  John  Adams,  as  he  retmiied  from  this  "'pride 
and  pomp  of  war,"  "  I,  worn  out  with  scribbling  for  my  bread 
and  my  liberty,  low  in  spirits  and  weak  in  health,  must  leave 
others  to  wear  the  laurels  which  I  have  sown;  others  to  eat 
the  bread  which  I  have  earned."  To  his  brother,  Washington 
wrote  confidingly :  "  I  bid  adieu  to  every  kind  of  domestic  ease. 
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and  embark  on  a  wido  ocean,  boundless  in  its  prospect,  and  in 
wliicli  perhaps  no  safe  harbor  is  to  be  found."  lie  went 
fortli  to  liazard  fame  and  life  in  the  command  of  an  army 
which  liad  neither  ex])erienced  otiicers,  nor  discipline,  nor  per- 
manency, nor  proper  arms,  nor  ammunition,  nor  funds  for  its 
support ;  encouraged  only  by  the  hope  that,  by  self-sacrifice,  he 
might  rescue  the  rights  of  his  country. 

On  Sunday,  the  twenty-fifth,  all  Now  York  was  in  motion. 
Tryon,  the  royal  govenior,  and  Washington  were  to  enter  the 
city,  and  both  were  entitled  to  be  received  with  public  honors. 
As  Washington,  accompanied  by  Lee  and  Schuyler,  under  the 
escort  of  the  Philadelphia  light-horse,  was  about  to  cross  the 
Hudson,  the  bells  were  rung,  the  militia  paraded  in  their  gayest 
trim,  and  at  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  the  commander-in- 
chief,  dressed  in  a  uniform  of  blue  and  drawn  in  an  open  car- 
riage by  a  pair  of  white  horses,  was  escorted  into  the  city  by 
nine  companies  of  infantry;  and,  from  house-tops,  windows, 
and  the  streets,  was  gazed  at  by  multitudes  of  all  ages  and  both 
sexes.     Tryon,  landing  at  nightfall,  was  noiselessly  escorted  by 
one  company  and  a  few  magistrates  to  a  house  in  Broadway. 
Amazed  and  cast  down,  he  masked  his  designs  under  an  air  of 
unconcern  and  blindness.     Washington  directed  Schuyler  to 
keep  watch  of  his  movements,  and  wrote  a  warning  to  con- 
gress. 

On  the  twenty-sixth  the  provincial  congress  of  New  York, 
in  their  address  to  Washington,  expressed  their  fullest  as- 
surance that,  upon  an  acconnnodation,  he  would  cheerfully 
resign  his  ti-ust  and  become  once  more  a  citizen.  "  AVhen  we 
assumed  the  soldier  we  did  not  lay  aside  the  citizen,"  answered 
Washington  for  himself  and  his  officers;  but,  having  once 
dra^\Ti  the  sword,  he  postponed  the  thought  of  private  life  to 
the  "  establishment  of  American  liberty  on  the  most  firm  and 
solid  foundations." 

The  next  day  the  New  York  congress  produced  its  plan 
of  accommodation.  For  the  colonies  it  insisted  on  the  repeal 
of  obnoxious  acts  and  the  undisturbed  exercise  of  the  powers 
of  internal  legislation  and  taxation ;  it  left  to  Great  Britain  the 
power  to  regulate  the  trade  of  the  whole  empire ;  and,  on  proper 
requisitions,  promised  assistance  in  the  general  defence,  either 
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from  the  colonies  severally,  or  throuo^h  a  continental  congress 
of  w  nch  the  president  should  be  appointed  by  the  crown  ' 
\\  h.Io  Waslnngton  was  borne  toward  CJambridge  on  the 
affectionate  confidence  of  the  people,  congress,  whiVh  had  a^ 
yet  supported  its  commander-in-chief  with  nothing  bevond  a 
commission,  w.i«  driven  to  issue  continental  bills  of  credit  to 
he  amount  of  two  millions  of  dollars,  and  to  ple-lge  "the 
twelve  confederated  colonies  "  for  their  redemption 

A  code  for  the  government  of  the  continental  army  was 
adopted.  The  Green  Mountain  Boys  were  allowed  the  dioTc" 
of  their  own  officers;  and  as  Carleton  "was  making  prepara- 
tions to  invade  the  colonies,  and  was  instigating  the  Indian 
na  ions  against  them,"  Schuyler  was  directed  1"^ 
Ti  onderoga  and  Cro^vn  Point  with  authority  to  occupy  St 
John's,  Montreal,  and  any  other  parts  of  Canada.  To  tlfe  In 
dians,  agents  were  sent  with  presents  and  speeches,  "  to  prevent 
their  taking  any  part  in  the  commotions."  AlHances  S 
them  were  forbidden,  except  to  counteract  British  emissaries. 

On  the  SIX  h  of  July  congi-css  set  forth  the  causes  and 
necessity  of  taking  up  arms.  Recapitulating  the  wrongs  of 
America,  they  asked,  in  words  which  Edmund  Burke  ridi- 
culed as  the  "nonsense "  of  men  .vliolly  ignorant  of  the  state 
of  parties  in  England:  "Why  should  we  enumerate  our  inm- 
ries  in  detail?    By  one  statute  it  is  declared  that  parliament 

What  iJ    iT  .'    "''  '?  ^^"^  ^'  ^"  ^"  '''''  whatsoever. 
What  18  to  defend  us  against  so  unlimited  a  power?    Not  a 

single^  man  of  those  who  assume  it  is  chosen  by  us ;  and  an 
American  revenue  would  lighten  their  own  burdens  in  propor- 
tion as  they  increase  ours."    Lord  North's  proposal  for  concilia- 
tion they  condemned  as  insidiously  designed  to  divide  the  colo- 
nies, and  leave  them  nothing  but  "the  indulgence  of  raising 
he  prescribed  tribute  in  their  own  mode."    After  enumerating 
the  hostile  acts  at  Lexington  and  Concord,  Boston,  Charlestown 
and  other  places,  the  seizure  of  ships,  the  intercepting  of  pro' 
visions  the  attempts  to  imbody  Canadians,  Indians,  and  insur- 
gent  slaves,  they  sum  up  their  complaint:    "These  colonies 
now  feel  the  complicated  calamities  of  fire,  sword,  and  famine 

sTbmTs'iont      •?.  .'  ^^*.^^.^^*-^^f  «^-o-ngan  unconditional 
submission  to  irritated  ministers,  or  resistance  by  force.     The 
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latter  is  our  choice.    We  have  counted  the  cost  of  this  contest, 
and  find  nothing  so  dreadful  as  voluntary  slavery.     Our  cause 
is  just,  our  union  is  perfect,  our  internal  resources  are  gi-eat, 
and,  if  necessary,  foreign  assistance  is  undoubtedly  attainable! 
-Before  God  and  the  world,  we  declare  that  the  arms  we  have 
been  compelled  by  our  enemies  to  assume  we  will  employ  for 
the  preservation  of  our  liberties;  being,  with  one  mind,  re- 
solved to  die  free  men  rather  than  live  slaves.     We  have' not 
raised  armies  with  designs  of  separating  from  Great  Britain 
and  establishing  independent  states.     Necessity  has  not  yet 
driven  us  into  that  desperate  measure.     We  exhibit  to  man- 
kind the  spectacle  of  a  people  attacked  by  unprovoked  ene- 
mies, without  any  imputation  or  even  suspicion  of  offence.    In 
our  own  native  land,  in  defence  of  the  freedom  that  is  our 
birthright,  for  the  protection  of  our  property  against  violence 
actually  offered,  we  have  taken  up  arms.     We  shall  lay  them 
down  when  hostilities  shall  cease  on  the  part  of  the  aggressors, 
and  all  danger  of  their  being  renewed  shaU  be  removed,  and 
not  before." 

Of  this  paper,  the  author  from  the  first  word  to  the  last  was 
Dickinson.*  The  cecond  petition  to  the  king,  written  likewise  by 
him,  thus  proposed  a  negotiation  to  be  preceded  by  a  tnice :  "  We 
beseech  your  majesty  to  direct  some  mode  by  which  the  united  " 
apphcations  of  your  faithful  colonists  to  the  throne,  in  pui-suance 
of  their  common  councils,  may  be  improved  into  a  happy  and 
permanent  reconciliation ;  and  that,  in  the  mean  time,  measures 
may  be  taken  for  preventing  the  further  destruction  of  the  hves 
of  your  majesty's  subjects,  and  that  such  statutes  as  more  imme- 
diately aistress  any  of  your  majesty's  colonies  may  be  repealed." 
The  Umted  Colonies  next  set  forth  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Great  Britam   as  countrymen  and  brothers,  that  tlie  repeal  of 
the  law.  of  which  they  complained  must  go  before  the  dis- 
banding of  their  army,  or  the  renewal  of  commerce.     On  the 
same  day  thanks  were  addressed  to  the  lord  mayor,  aldermen, 
and  hvery  of  London,  for  their  unsolicited  sympatliy. 

Kichard  Penn,  one  of  the  proprietaries  of  Pennsylvania 

fro  J  I' Z?  i?n'  Ti'T" "'  ^" ""  """"' ' ''''''  ^'^^"''-^  ^^-^  °"S'-1  ^^-  It  - 

iZ  and  n '       .       .     T'  "'''•  '''  *'°  amendments,  in  the  handwriting  of  Dick- 
mson,  and  precludes  the  .dea  that  the  close  was  drawn  by  any  hand  but  his  own. 
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and  recently  its  goi^emor,  a  most  loyal  Englishman   hound 
by  the  strongest  motives  of  interest  to  avert  Am?ric^?Tn 

IJZ'  /J  ,  "''"'""'  ""*  *™^*  ^"'  "'""Ay.  and  on  the 
~t  of  ^I '  ^'/'"-^  ?  '"^  »-»"•  The  tpo  of  let 
Seltl  fl^  '""^r'^  "*  ""=  ^■"™«"='  "^  tbe  condition  of 
on  S  tLr  P"'^"™^"'^^  '^-^«»'>.  to  boar  the  restraints 
tr!de  m-o  ^'  J  f  'f  "'"^"""i™.  to  P'^hase  a  f:^edom  of 
Svmen  of  «  «*  Scotland  by  taring  themselves  toward  the 
payment  ol  the  national  debt 

ters  m'S!?  "*  '^"'^'  ^^I'^gton  rode  forth  from  his  quar- 
hp  1?       rf  *''''  -^"^-sly  attended,  and  took  command  of 

Um  •  tni     ™'^-     ^  *"°-*  "P-™  1-d  gone  befee 
n:m    but  his  presence  was  greater  than  his  fame     The  nro 
vmeial  congress  at  Vatertown  welcomed  him  In  .a  cordbi 

:z7co:^r  '""-^  ^*''  ^™-^"".  *s.etot 

The  camp  contained  a  people  m  arms,  rather  than  an  army 

sTl  "tT     m"  Tr'^  "^  """""^  -  tl'o  state  riS 
stores.    The  soldiers  had  enhsted  under  different  agi-eementr 

ru  es  of  mihtaiy  government  and  its  o™  system  of  supplies  • 
and  the  term  of  service  of  the  men,  who  were  for  tiTZl 
part  freeholders  and  the  sons  of  freeholder.,  was  fixed  bvlf 
c  flc  coven.ants.  Ga.es,  the  adjutant-general  entered  immedT 
ately  on  h.s  duties  and  found  abundant  occu^atioHn  ^1' 
the  mcoherent  regiments  of  novices  into  o/der,  for  the  muta 
ton  m  the  troops  w.,s  incessant  and  made  the  renewal  oTi 

apW  hir^tr  /^P"^  l''^  '^-p^'^-"'  »^  — 

short  time  t^  .'  *1"  ^'  "'"^  ''^  ™'""™'l  »  =>  wonderfully 

short  tunc  to  give  to  thoir  parades  a  decent  appeamneo.*        ^ 

Wkle  a  retam  of  the  state  of  the  army  was  preparing 

ItTemr  oVn  ^'T"  P"^"^  ='"•'  -onnoiSZ'e 
ji  me  enemy.     Of  Cliarlestown  nothing  was  to  be  seen  hnt 

chimneys  and  mbbish.     Above  the  nu!s  ros^.e  tents  o 

Bntish  forces,  strongly  posted  on  Bunker  Hill,  with  a  redonbt 
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MS.  of  Grayson,  an  early  aidc-de. 
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on  Breed's  Hill,  and  sentries  extending  beyond  Charlcstown 
neck,  ^he  llght-liorse  and  a  few  troops  were  in  Boston ;  the 
largest  part  of  the  British  army  was  deeply  intrenched  on 
Roxbury  neck. 

Of  the  inhabitants  of  Boston,  six  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  fifty-three  remained  in  the  town,  de]>rived  of  wholesome 
food ;  confined  to  their  houses  after  ten  o'clock  in  the  evening ; 
liable  to  be  robbed  without  redress ;  ever  exposed  to  the  mahce 
of  the  soldiers  and  cliidden  for  tears  as  proofs  of  disloyalty. 

The  British  land  force,  weakened  on  the  retreat  from  Con- 
cord, at  Bunker  Hill,  in  skirmishes,  from  sickness,  and  by 
desertion,  had  no  more  than  sixty-five  hundred  effective  rank 
and  file.  But  these  were  the  choicest  troops;  and  had  do- 
minion of  the  water. 

Washington  found  the  American  army  dispersed  in  a  semi- 
circle from  the  west  end  of  Dorchester  to  Maiden,  a  distance 
of  nine  miles.  At  Eoxbury  where  Thomas  commanded,  a 
strong  work,  planned  by  Knox  and  Waters,  crowned  the  hill, 
and  secured  the  pass.  The  centre  of  the  army  was  with  Ward 
at  Cambridge,  its  lines  reaching  from  the  colleges  almost  to 
the  river.  Putnam,  with  four  thousand  men,  lay  intrenched 
on  Prospect  Hill.  The  sentinels  and  smaller  posts  stretched 
beyond  JMalden  river.  Apart,  in  a  thick  wood,  near  where 
the  Charles  enters  the  bay,  stood  the  wigwams  of  about  fifty 
domiciliated  Indians  of  the  Stockbridge  tribe,  who  were  on  a 
visit  to  the  camp.  They  were  armed  with  bows  and  arrows,  as 
well  as  guns,  and  accompanied  by  their  squaws  and  little  ones. 
As  to  the  employment  of  red  men,  congress,  on  the  twelfth 
of  July,  declared  "  their  intention  to  seek  only  a  neutrality  of 
the  Indian  nations  unless  the  ministerial  agents  should  engage 
them  in  hostilities  or  in  an  offensive  alliance." 

The  American  rolls  promised  seventeen  thousand  men,  but 
there  were  never  more  than  fourteen  thousand  five  hundred 
fit  for  duty.  In  dress  there  was  no  uniformity.  The  com- 
panies from  Rhode  Island  were  furnished  with  tents,  and  had 
the  appearance  of  regular  troops;  others  filled  the  college 
halls,  the  Episcopal  church,  and  private  houses  ;  the  fields  wore 
strown  with  lodges,  of  which  some  were  constructed  of  boards, 
or  sail-cloth,  or  partly  of  both  ;  others  of  stone  and  turf,  or  of 
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birch  and  other  brush.     Some  wpfp  fhvnrxr^ 
W,;  others  were  curiou^XS  tS,  lo".  "  T'^' 
dow8,  woven  out  of  withes  md  reSs     Tho  tV  •™- 

sermons.     The  haliit  nf  it.^  •  v  "^  prayer  and  weekly 

stood  ,„  the  way  of  military  diseipHno  '^"™*'*' 

Of  incompetent  oCt'Vih7„ln\'"" "'  ""  ^''"'^^^•" 
courts-ma^iai,  made  mly^amX'  His' «["""*  T  "' 
form  will  waa  exerted  with  a  quTettneriv  ZT^  f""^  """ 
days  not  excepted,  thousands  were  kent  nf  w.  f  T'^  f'  ®'"'- 
eleven  in  the  morning  strengSiS.tC:'^"!^^-'" 
overy  pomt  which  could  serve  the  enemv  ,.  ^"^ i^^'fymg, 
"There  are  many  things  amiss  In  hiselmp  "s^d  «>eT  r 

adis';oitrtr'rtisx^v'^"""f'^^°-^^^^^^^^^^^ 

Philadelphia  he  h^^^jt ,    ^':f ''  ^^T"''  '■"  ^"^*''"-    F'""" 

of  their  body  to  be  a  ', J"™'',^^"^  congress  to  depute  one 
suaded  from  tie  meet W  ntl  ''^7'""/,'»»W  P^-  They  dis- 
for  further  J-iTZ^idt"?'  '™  *"  "  ''°"™''  '''^-- 
doellncd  to  meet  B„rg^"l''j  Zr^T  "^  """"'^'^ 
"upon  his  honor  that  tl,5T     ■        <^'™<'''*"ely  i««'red  him 

sust'ained  by  iCerand  Sp'in^lf  tt  T* "'^  "'  ''"^' 
was  reported  to  the  Pr,*+,-ei  .  treacherous  assurance 


11^  1 


TOL.  IT.— 16 


>f  Cambridge  heard  Langdoiy, 
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the  president  of  Harvard  college,  read  the  declaration  by  the 
continental  congress  for  taking  np  arms,  and  they  interpreted 
it  to  mean  that  the  Americans  would  never  sheathe  the  sword 
till  their  grievances  were  redressed  to  their  utmost  wishes. 

In  conformity  to  the  direction  of  the  continental  congress, 
the  people  of  Massachusetts,  holding  town-meetings  according 
to  their  usage  and  their  charter,  chose  a  house  of  representa- 
tives. The  wanderers  from  Boston,  many  of  whom  had  not 
seen  each  other  since  they  left  their  homes,  came  together  at 
Concord,  where  they  held  their  Boston  town-meeting  and 
elected  representatives.  On  the  nineteenth  the  provincial  con- 
gress dissolved  itself  forever ;  and  the  new  house  of  representa- 
tives began  the  restoration  of  government  by  choosing  James 
Warren  of  Plymouth  as  its  speaker.  Two  days  later  the  coun- 
cil of  twenty-eight  was  elected,  and,  preserving  its  concurrent 
legislative  power,  assumed  all  executive  authority.  Bowdoin, 
whose  name  stood  first  on  the  list  of  councillors,  was  made  their 
presid'^nt.  His  health  was  infirm  ;  but  he  accepted  the  post, 
manifesting  his  zeal  by  this  conspicuous  act  of  what  Britain 
esteemed  overt  treason.  The  seal  of  the  commonwealth,  was 
changed  into  an  Anglo-American,  holding  a  drawn  sword,  with 
the  motto :  "  Ense  petit  placidam  sub  libcrtate  quietem," 
"  With  the  sword  he  seeks  placid  rest  under  liberty."  Forty 
thousand  pounds  were  assessed  on  polls  and  estates ;  and  au- 
thority was  given  to  issue  one  hundred  tliousand  more  in  bills 
of  public  credit,  varying  in  amount  from  forty  shillings  to 
one. 

"  Congress  and  committees  rule  every  province,"  said  Gage. 
On  the  twenty-fourth  he  wrote  home  that  Boston  was  "the 
most  disadvantageous  place  for  all  operations ; "  and  he  wished 
himself  at  New  York. 

All  the  time  parties  of  Americans  kept  up  continual  skir- 
mishes, cut  off  all  supplies  to  the  beleaguered  army  by  land, 
cleared  the  islands  in  Boston  harbor  of  stores  of  sheep,  hay, 
cattle,  and  ripe  grain,  and  destroyed  the  light-house  in  Boston 
harbor.  When  a  party  of  carpenters  and  guard  of  marines 
attempted  to  repair  the  light-house,  volunteers  from  two  New 
England  villages  killed  or  captured  them  all,  and  were  praised 
by  Washington  in  general  orders  for  their  gallant  conduct. 
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Tho  country  applauded  what  Jefferson  callnd  « fl,„    t 
ou«  genius  aud  intrepidity  of  tho  New  E^g   nde^'f  ^''™'""- 

oM.  yrr,aid*to7™>%"™^'''""''»"''-™'-e 

influenee,  each  WhTd^r :Ll"rW.^a:o ntfr '"« 

of  foodrcrd'hfs^:^;:  rif*f'--'^» 

long  time  those  of  Npv^T?       T         ^^^^^^^^^^etts,  and  for  a 

offlMir,  LT  *"'*\'"'™  '"  discipline  and  in  nninbcrs ;  that 
rankS^l  •'■'''""™''  ^'"^  '"  ''■™'«!  t"'"'  "'o  order  in 

™t  En  tid'Zrrr'^  """  '"-'""^'^  ■'"<'  displease<m: 
nfTfiT  °  '  ^  ""''  Sovcnmmits ;  that  still  another  el,,™ 

ilsMhaTtS'"' :; '""« ■"^"■o''  -'» the  s^t  ::i 

inrtsjitai;  at  !,;7  ,'■'''  ™^'  "S™'  '"^^''  «*  '«■"«.  doth- 
iiij,,  nubpitaib,  and  skilful  engineers  •  ni  0,^,.,^  i  •    1     J 

especially  artillery,  and  ahove'all  o"  powdel  'and  L  as"™:' 
no  money  hrf  been  fnrnished  Tho  nnvt' ,"'"'.  ™''  "^  y«'' 
report  of  Schnvler  tl,.,t  ilT    \,  *  '^•■'•>'  ''  '"='"''l  ""^ 

Canada  it  did  little  more  than  s^S  thVu^doyLnfoft 
the  fr^lt  ::  "Tr  'T"  '"'  "'"  l"*'^'--'  theCcr  aL 
Of  .wen!  Zo  ItXenTn  2X7."-  ""  ^  »- 
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July  the  statesman,  who,  twenty-one  years  before,  had  at  Al- 
bany reported  a  plan  of  union,  submitted  an  outline  for  con- 
federating the  colonies  in  one  nation.  Each  colony  was  to  re- 
tain and  amend  its  own  laws  and  constitution  according  to  its 
separate  discretion,  while  the  powers  of  the  general  govern- 
ment were  to  include  all  questions  of  war,  peace,  and  alliance ; 
commerce,  currency,  and  the  establishment  of  posts ;  the  army, 
the  navy,  and  Indian  affairs ;  the  management  of  all  lands  not 
yet  ceded  by  the  natives ;  the  planting  of  new  colonies ;  the 
settlement  of  all  intercolonial  disputes.  For  the  common  trea- 
sury taxes  were  to  be  collected  by  the  several  colonies  in  pro- 
portion to  their  numbers.  Congress  was  to  consist  of  one 
body  only,  whose  members  were  to  be  apportioned  triennially 
according  to  population,  to  be  chosen  annually,  and  to  sit  in 
each  colony  in  rotation.  To  wield  the  executive  power,  it  was 
to  select  out  of  its  own  members  a  council  of  twelve,  of  whom 
one  third  were  to  be  annually  renewed. 

Every  colony  of  Great  Britain  in  North  America,  and  even 
Ireland  wliich  was  still  classed  with  the  colonies,  was  invited 
to  accede  to  the  union.  The  imperfections  in  the  new  consti- 
tution, which  time  and  experience  would  surely  reveal,  were  to 
be  amended  by  congress  with  the  approbation  of  a  majority  of 
the  colonial  assemblies.  Unless  Britain  should  consent  to  make 
acceptable  retractions  and  indemnities,  the  confederation  was 
to  be  perpetual.  The  intention  of  Franklin  was  an  immediate 
establishment  of  a  self-perpetuating  republic,  founded  on  the 
domestic  power  of  the  several  states,  and  the  limited  sovei^ 
eignty  of  the  central  government. 

Georgia  "  was  no  more  the  defaulting  link  in  the  Ameri- 
can chain."  It  had  resolved  neither  to  purchase  nor  to  em- 
ploy any  slave  imported  thereafter  from  Africa,  and  on  the 
sixth  of  July  its  congress  adhered  to  all  the  measures  of  re- 
sistance. 

In  the  same  month  congress  sent  to  Ireland  a  pledge  of  its 
unalterable  sympathy,  and  its  joy  that  the  trials  of  America 
had  extorted  some  mitigation  of  its  wrongs. 

While  these  addresses  were  in  progress,  Guy  Johnson,  act- 
ing independently  of  Carieton,  was  lavishing  promises  on  the 
Six  Nations  and  the  savages  of  north-west  Canada.     An  Iro- 
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fifty  or  sixtvCeomtl"  tt       '      °  T '"''"^''  *"'  *''^ 
a  constitution  for  TZTl?  •     "°"^'?'  ''"'"■''  "'  """^  f°™ 

/destWingi'its:^^  ttJ7*rr''^Tf  ™^ 

tliat  bound  America  t„  England"  *"  ™''  *''°  *'« 

becn'tiliuz:"  b*:r'  -r'"*"  "^^  "^-"^ 

".■solves  of  pa..liaSt  oftWnJ  ""  ™  folded  on  joint 
-nth,  and  L  bl^^rtef,;— "^t''^  ^-^  ^-'■ 
Pennsylyania  to  congress  a  comZ«  ^  ^  ^^  ''"'^y'  "'"' 
Jefferson,  John  AaZXaS^^^'Z'!""'  ''"°'"'"' 
tnted  to  report  on  it,  eomlltv  ,         "^^  ^'"''  "^^  <=»"««- 

Jefeon  wa°   he  *il  r  of  r  '"  '  '"  accommodation. 

— eof  con;r:!f/atsr ''^nTl''^*™ 

crown  and  the  JZ^X^:':'tLTT^'T''  «"« 
British  iiltimatnm  fn  f.    ^'^^'^^^  -^^ord  JSorth  offered,  as  the 

en,ment,  with  the  pStha  3;^  f  '^°™  ^'"'  S"^" 
taxing  the  province  thash™M  T  T^  ™"'''  "'''"''  ^""^ 
offer  was  pLonncod  1^^^    n",'^'"'''"^  *'='■"»•    ^his 

invidious,  as  lilcely  to  dividrtt.1     T  ""Certain  price; 

aatis£ed  to  resist  VoneT^tf:  J  ""^  ?>»  '-™  «-  dis- 
volnntarily  contrilint^l  f.   ™°"f  """^y-  f<«-  Amonca  had  ever 

insulting,  sir  aefrnt^V™  """'''  "P""  "»  ^■^«-»^''; 
,  -mjust,  as  It  a.hed  mcreased  contributions  without 
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renouncing  the  monopoly  of  trade ;  unwarrantable,  as  a  wrong- 
ful intermeddling  in  the  colonial  support  of  civil  government ; 
unsatisfactory,  since  it  left  the  obnoxious  acts  unrepealed  ;  in- 
sufficient, as  it  did  not  renounce  the  claim  of  a  right  to  alter 
colonial  charters  and  laws ;  insincere,  as  coming  from  a  min- 
ister who  had  declared  "  that  he  would  never  treat  with  Amer- 
ica till  he  had  brought  her  to  his  feet ; "  and  delusive,  as  it 
offered  no  option  but  of  devastation  or  abject  submission.  If 
the  king  would  order  a  truce  and  point  out  a  method  for 
treating  with  the  colonies  jointly,  they  would  desire  nothing 
better  than  a  colonial  constitution,  to  be  established  by  a  mu- 
tual agreement. 

Meantime,  Franklin  was  selected  to  organize  a  post-office ; 
a  hospital  was  agreed  to  for  the  army  and  Benjamin  Church 
elected  its  director ;  the  rate  of  pay  of  officers  and  soldiers  was 
finally  settled.  For  money,  a  third  million  of  dollars  was  or- 
dered to  be  struck  in  paper  bills,  and  each  colony  was  charged 
to  sink  its  quota  of  them.  Here  the  question  arose  whether 
the  apportionment  for  redemption  should  be  according  to 
wealth  or  population ;  and,  after  long  deliberation,  it  was 
agreed  for  the  time  that  population  should  constitute  the  dis- 
tributive nile;  and  that  all  persons,  including  free  negroes, 
mulattoes,  and  slaves,  should  be  counted.  Of  four  annual  in- 
stalments, by  which  the  continental  notes  Avere  to  be  redeemed, 
the  earliest  was  adjourned  to  the  last  day  of  Novcmbor  1779. 

There  was  no  mode  of  obtaining  munitions  of  war  but  by 
throwing  open  the  ports  and  inviting  commerce,  especially 
with  the  French  and  Dutch  colonies ;  yet  the  last  act  of  con- 
gress, before  its  adjournment,  was  the  renewal  of  the  agree- 
ment neither  directly  nor  indirei  ,iy  to  export  any  merchandise 
or  commodity  whatever  to  Great  Britain,  Ireland,  or  to  the 
British,  or  even  to  the  foreign,  West  Indies. 

On  the  first  day  of  August  congress  adjourned  for  five 
weeks,  leaving  the  insurgent  country  with  no  rejiresentative  of 
its  unity  but  Washington  and  the  anny. 
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July-October  1775. 
mosHmt'rW  "''  "^  Z  '''f°'^*^^  govemment,  and  with  a 

smallest  want     A  =  -^^  '*'  ^^""^'^^  direction  to  its 

To  Iff        ;  ^       «°«i«^ander-in-cLief,  he  scmpulously  obeyed 
tho  continental  cono-ress    wTiir.L  a.^      -x    •    i  -^  uuejea 

was  tardv  fooM„     *'i     '  '    '""'"^  '*'  mcLoate  character, 

By  the  fourth  of  August  the  army  was  formed  into  throp 

-  LS  et?;  :irr.oft  t;/i™~t:f tht 

Between  the  twenty-fifth  of  Jnly  and  the  seventh  of  A„ 
gust  fourteen  hundred  riflemen  arrived  in  the  Cmn     A  .7^' 
pany  from  Virginia  had  for  its  eaptain  Daniel  Sgan^  ^Z' 

H5^^^-T;rs:tf£tri 

the  mirroftf  1  •         '  •    "■'^  "I'™  countenance  was 

tue  min-or  of  an  mgenuous  nature,    lie  could  glow  with  ano-er 

nlr/T,"?™''  ''y'*'  '''«  Oispositiof  wITw  oTSd 
peaceful,  and  I„s  hosptahle  house  «..' the  home  of Th  ert™ 
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ness.  Ilis  faculties  were  quickened  hy  the  approach  of  danger, 
wliicli  lie  was  sure  to  be  prepared  to  meet.  An  instinctive 
discrimination  of  character  guided  Jiim  in  choosing  his  com- 
panions; and  the  oboJIenoo  of  his  soldiers  was  but  a  return  of 
his  confidence,  in  ton  d-iys  after  he  received  his  commission 
he  attracted  from  the  valiey  a  company  of  ninety-six  men.  His 
first  lieutenant  was  John  Humphreys;  his  second,  WiUiam 
Ileth;  his  sergeant,  Charles  Porterlield.  No  ca])tain  ever 
commanded  braver  soldiers,  or  was  better  supported  by  them 
and  his  officers  ;  in  twenty-oiu;  days  they  marched  from  Win- 
chester in  Virginia  to  Cambridge. 

In  Maryland,  at  the  bidding  of  Michael  Cresap,  two-and- 
twcnty  of  his  old  companions  in  arms  came  swift  as  the  roo 
over  the  mountains ;  the  rest  of  his  company  he  i)ickcd  from 
volunteers  on  the  eastern  side ;  and  witii  dauntless  spirit  they 
marched  to  the  siege  of  Boston  under  him  as  their  friend  and 
father.  Driven  by  ilhiess  from  the  camp,  Cresap  died  on  his 
way  home  at  New  York,  where  he  M-as  buried  with  the  honors 
of  a  martyr.  The  second  Marj'land  company  was  connnanded 
by  Price,  whose  lieutenant  was  Otho  Holland  Williams. 

Of  the  eight  companies  from  Pennsylvania,  William 
Thompson  was  colonel.  The  second  in  command  was  Edward 
Hand,  a  native  of  Ireland,  who  had  come  over  as  a  surgeon's 
mate.^  One  of  the  captains  was  Hendricks,  long  remembered 
for  his  stately  person  and  heroic  soul. 

In  less  than  sixty  days  from  the  time  when  authority  was 
given  by  congress  for  their  enlistment,  twelve  companies  of 
riflemen  were  in  the  camp.  The  men  were  strong  and  of  great 
endurance,  many  of  them  more  than  six  feet  high  ;  they  wore 
leggins  and  moccasons,  and  an  ash-colored  hunting-shirt  with  a 
double  cape;  each  one  carried  a  rifle,  a  hatchet,  a  small  axe, 
and  a  hunter's  knife.  They  could  subsist  on  a  little  parched 
com,  with  game,  kiUed  as  they  went  along ;  at  night,  wrapped 
m  their  blankets,  they  willingly  made  a  tree  their  canopy,  the 
earth  their  bed.  The  rifle  in  their  hands  sent  its  ball  witii  pre- 
cision a  distance  of  two  or  three  hundred  yards.  Their  motto 
was  :  «  Liberty  or  Death."  They  were  the  first  troops  levded 
under  the  authority  of  the  continental  congress,  and  they 
formed  the  best  corps  in  the  camp.    Accustomed  to  the  inde- 
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of  then,  .«M  o'ffll  ,fc;    ''"^'"  '"'  -1  >■"»■•  "■"^.  ">»"y 
Performing  :Ct'':r^''™«  '"  '^'»-'  "-7  «dcl.  ' 

o/Heera  of  l,i,.h  nn]    T    l\     '       •';'''''■>'  1'™"'"^^'^.  ""-owing 

and  oven  to^X  '  ^  .Sfon  ^"^Vf,'- T"'  f  ™""'' 
"kindness  and  I.mnmitv"  !         '.. -^     ^"^^  •''"""'»<'  f" 

destined  to  tho  cord-'  ^Z  ',,/  "  ''"™  "*  ""^  '''"d  »■« 
was  not  derity  tin  tt'  Zi"  'W:,'" "T'^"*^"  '"•""'  """ 
equality  of  A„,eriean  ofl  ens  f^  „,]!  ""f  ^?  '"'"'*'''  ""^ 
bntwlicn  I,o  sent  tlio  I  wt  j  ''^i  '    '''°  ™''''"' *«"• '•''taliition ; 

into  tI,o  interiono     i,nt    ;  i*;     ''i'*i    °  T"  '''^  l'*™'^'" 
The  arrival  of  re  '  ^l  -^  ""?"'"'  "'"">  '"'"'7  "»  parole, 

vent„,.  onts  le  of  ^1  r'p  "'•""  ""*  '"^l"'' «ago  to 
war,"  ho  confessed  I  iZ^rfl'^  ll  '"«  """  "-^y 
risking  an  attack;  tla/ove  ^1  PnT'''''^,  f""  J"^^ 
quire  tho  gz-eatest  soemev .  V  !,  ^         °'*™  "''^"^y  ™«ld  re- 

tiug  down^■.e  b1:  rLt^'V;: -^^^^^^^  *™""'*  °*  ™'- 

peditions  rctnrned  with  sheen    'V 1      '       l""  """--"""tag  ex- 
f.-o.n  islands,  the  hells  wefZgt forTvilr"^  "'""^" 

Eho^riZd  t  jS' rf  rr-  "">  -^ «- «%  of 

Conneetlent  tdL':^'":  ;:  ;;™  r""  ™^t '  "'  •^•■'^'' 
month  South  CVolini  and  (0™  ""'"'•     ^"  "«=  '^""^ 

a  ship  expected  wili';;  ol:,:^''^  ^T'^-  '<>,-.teh  for 
vessels  ont  on  eimil',,- U,  i  t^  ,  °  *  *'"'  colonies  had 
proposed  that  n  t  Sd  sli,:;'^'"  ""iT'  '^''^""«'°" 
n>agazh,e  in  Bennnda;  for  t^l  7'  '"  f"'"  "  l'""'" 
which  requires  „s  to  Am  all  M?"  ,,r  Tf  '"  ''',  '""°"™ 
could  he  carried  ont  Pen,       A  ,   •'  '  '"-*™  *■=  '"•^■'ee 
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Capo  Ann  in  ebasc  of  two  schooners  bonnd  to  Salcni.  One  of 
these  was  taken  ;  a  fair  wind  wafted  the  other  into  CUouccster 
harbor.  Linzee,  tho  captain  of  tho  Falcon,  followed  with  bis 
prize,  and,  after  anchoring,  sent  hia  licntonant  and  thirty-six 
men  in  a  whale-boat  and  two  barges  to  bring  under  his  l)ow  tho 
schooner  that  had  escaped.  As  the  bargemen  boarded  her  at 
her  cabin  windows,  men  from  tho  shore  tired  on  them,  killinir 
three  and  wounding  the  lieutenant  in  the  thigh.  Linzee  sent 
his  prize  and  a  cutter  to  cannonade  the  town.  They  did  littlo 
injury ;  while  the  Gloucester  men,  with  the  loss  of  but  two, 
took  both  schooners,  the  cutter,  the  barges,  and  every  man 
in  them,  Linzee  losing  half  his  crew.  On  tho  second  of  Sep- 
tember, Washington  ordered  Broughton,  of  ]\Iarbleliead,  as  an 
army  captain,  "  to  take  command  of  a  detachment  of  the  army 
of  the  United  Colonies,"  in  a  schooner  equipped  at  tho  conti- 
nental expense,  and  to  intercept  all  vessels  laden  with  sup- 
plies  for  the  British  army.  Other  naval  officers  were  employed 
more  directly  under  the  federal  authority,  and  with  good  suc- 
cess. 

The  life  of  Washington  in  Cambridge  "  was  one  continual 
round  of  vexation  and  fatigue."     The  troops  of  Connecticut 
and  Rhode  Island  were  engaged  only  to  the  first  of  December, 
those  of  Massachusetts  only  to  the  end  of  the  year ;  and  no 
provision  had  been  made  for  filling  their  places.     Of  the  conti- 
nental currency,  the  paymaster  had  not  a  dollar  in  hand.    The 
commissary-general  had  strained  his  credit  to  the  utmost  for 
subsistence  for  the  army  ;  so  had  Mifflin,  who  in  August  had 
been  appointed  quartermaster-general.     The  stated  allowance 
to  the  troops  was  from  necessity  reduced.    For  tho  coming  win- 
ter there  were  no  adequate  means  of  procuring  T)lankets,  shelter, 
and  fuel.     The  country  expected  tidings  of  the  expulsion  of 
the  British  from  Boston  when  the  want  of  powder  compelled 
inactivity.   The  general  might  have  shielded  his  good  name  by 
letting  the  truth  be  known,  but  the  public  cause  would  have 
suffered ;  and  "  braving  the  shafts  of  censure,  and  pledging  a 
Boldier's  fame,  which  was  dearer  to  him  than  life,"  he  sub- 
mitted in  silence  to  the  reproach  of  having  adopted  from 
choice  the  system  of  inaction  at  which  his  soul  revolted. 

In  ^^ew  Jersey,  the  popular  government  moved  side  by 
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mo  reguJa  ion  ..f  t..o  niilitia,  apportioned  a  levy  of  ten  tliou 
sand  pounds,  oxen  .,]  tho  Quaker  fron.  bearing  ^nsthor 
not    rom  Co.,  a,.H„    ,o  relievo  distress,  andS.proS 
for  the  yearly  e.eet,„u  of  its  suceesso,.,  se;ered  frim'^tS 
...al  legislature  :L.  appointment  of  future  delegates  to  «m 
general  congress.     In  Oetober,  tl.o  new  provind  1  conl 
chosen  by  the  qualified  vote,^  of  each  county,  enrolled  hvo 
regiments  for  tho  continental  service.     Willtn  Alextder 
commonly  called  the  earl  of  Stirling,  a  memiroftni; 
ounc,    a  man  of  cou^ige,  intelligence,  and  prompt  ^0^ 
tered  tl.  anny  as  colonel  of  the  battalion  of  Easf  Ne,v  J™, 
soy.    The  expenses  wero  met  by  a  reluctant  issue  of  thirty 
thousand  pounds  in  bills  of  credit.  ^ 

Of  Pennsylvania  tho  first  convention,  in  June  1774  aimed 
a  no  con tinu  „g  poUtieal  organization,  a^d  referred  the  chSce 
of  delegates  to  congress  to  the  house  of  representitiver^n 
which  loyahsts  formed  the  majority.  At  tho"^ Zve" 
T:^  f  •'"•  ^<r''^  "^'*'  "'"  '"■°»''>^»«.  JO^OPI'  lieed,  e". 
Ltnti  ,1  of  '     """/i '"  P"""  """  '"  P"™'«'  *°  defeat'  tho 

o   he  f"""'  """  l'™""""'  '""'  ''™'™J  to  Ix^  known 

to  the  ,„  nistry  as  a  pereon  who,  though  opposed  to  parHa 

taeeZtH^P '^r'  ""''  ""'«■"  »"'»""»»  intheCv- 
nee  that  tho  British  government  upon  tlio  whole  might  wish 
him  to  be  on  their  side.     Dickinson  did  not  mako^hisTp 

ZtiZ  1,  ".  "'"="","«'"'  «-  *'y  ''Of ore  its  dissolution, 
••nd  then  only  to  ward  oil  tho  taunts  of  his  enemies  TI,» 
committee  of  Philadelplna  was  empowered  to  g!vo  not  ee  Tf  a 
pronneial  congress  should  again  become  neekary  •  al '  L 
was  left  to  the  legislature.  ^  ' 

rnptto'S!TT';r"'"',TS'°^  ^'^''™  ">  -old  a  total 
niptnro  with  England,  the  wealth  and  social  influence  of  Phila- 
delphia made  common  cause  with  tho  family  of  Penn  who 

Zdsrcrr?  ""'•  ?t  P"*'""'  --  ''«'  --""i-oro 
support  of  n',"  '""  '',"'•■''"•  ™'  P°"'y  --^"^-od  the 
of  PenL  1  ^'?^"'T  ^^  "'•■'""od  to  lead  the  patriot  party 
of  Pennsylvania.     But  tho  system  rested  on  a  contr.adiil„/ 
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The  proprietaries  had  ties  of  loyalty  to  Britain  which  they 
never  would  break  ;  and  Dickinson  had  pledged  himself  not  to 
lay  down  arms  till  the  rights  of  America  should  be  redeemed. 
His  coalition  with  the  proprietary  party  could  last  only  so  lon'i- 
as  a  hope  remai:  '  "  reconciliation  between  America  and  the 
king.     When  t)  ^on  shall  vanish,  the  proprietaries  must 

adhere  to  the  king,  ^nd  Pennsylvania  transfer  the  direction  of 
its  affairs  to  a  popular  convention.  The  house  in  June  ap- 
pointed a  committee  of  safety  with  Dickinson  at  its  head,  and 
placed  at  its  disposition  thirty-live  thousand  pounds  in  bills 
of  credit.  At  the  adjourned  session  in  September,  energetic 
memorials  from  private  meetings  were  laid  on  the  table. 

The  assembly  of  Delaware  assented  to  keeping  up  an 
armed  force,  and  unanimously  assumed  their  share  of  the  ex- 
pense. Its  first  convention,  its  assembly,  and  its  council  of 
safety,  moved  onward  in  harmony. 

The  people  of  Maryland  intrusted  the  conduct  of  resist- 
ance to  a,  series  of  conventions.      All  parties  acquiesced  in 
the  principle  of  deriving  power  from  the  people ;  and  the 
province,  though  its  movement  was  some  limes  retarded,  pro- 
ceeded in  an  unbroken  line.      In  November  1774,  its  con- 
vention adhered  to  the  association  adopted  in  the  general 
congress.     At  an  adjourned  session  in  December,  fifty-five 
members  being  present  from  sixteen  counties,  it  resolved 
unanimously  to  resist  to  the  utmost  alike,  taxation  by  par- 
Kament  and  the  enforcement  of  the  penal  acts  against  Mas- 
sachusetts; and  voted  with  equal  unanimity  a  militia,  to  be 
composed  of  all  the  freemen  of  the  colony  between  fifteen 
and  sixty.     It  resolved  that  all  former  difiiculties  about  reli- 
gion or  politics  from  henceforth  should  cease,  and  be  forever 
buried  in  oblivion  ;  so  that,  ^vith  the  establishment  of  the  re- 
public, the  Catholic  had  the  assurance  of  recovering  his  right- 
ful political  equahty  in  tlie  land  which  a  Catholic  proprietary 
had  set  apart  for  religious  freedom.     Charles  Carroll  of  Car- 
roUton,  who  had  not  had  so  much  as  a  vote  at  the  polls,  was 
placed  unanimously  on  the  committee  of  correspondence. 

A  leading  part  was  taken  by  Samuel  Chase.  By  profession 
a  lawyer,  in  character  he  was  downright,  brave,  and  persever- 
ing ;  capable  of  error  from  rashness,  or  prejudice,  or  self-will, 
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but  not  of  faltering  in  the  cause  which  he  approved     Of  . 

mvectxve,  but  Ins  energy,  his  scorn  of  plausible  hypocrisy  hi, 

tba  name;  and  it  mght  eeom  a  shame  to  a  commonwtuh 
that  iteexeeutwe  power  should  be  transfen.ble  toZh  a^ono 

1  rdr;':r'\t';™d''r,-'':  "^p™"--^  ^-"^^ 

uut.jj  roor.      I  he  prudent  lieutenant-governor  "Rnl^prt 
both  he  and  the  propriolary  party  were  treatod  as  neS 
sixth  of  T,™"*""  ^''"*  """  "'  ^-P«''«  o-  ".oTwenty. 

British  troops."    The^;:!;'  go;^^' "^hti  Zil" 
sMuted  was  m  its  form,  a  nnivemi  aosociation  of  theZnb 

parisn,  or  hundred.     It  directed  the  enrolment  nlZT        ^' 

miUion  of  dollars     It  ^SIia  /i     f     ,^''''  ^  ^"''^'^^^  ^^  ^ 
vi.  uuiiars.     It  extended  the  franehisp  in  nil  f-^^ 

having  a  visible  esfntP  nf  f^^  i    '^"^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  freemen 

-uriusn  man-oi-war:  unlnas  fl.oTr  ™^„]j  „_,,       ,  .  _   ^  " 

,  ^.^   „ouiu  come,  he  would  not 
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give  his  assent  even  to  such  of  their  acts  as  ho  approved.  Had 
they  appeared,  the  legislature  might  have  found  themselves 
kept  as  hostages.  The  message  could  not  but  be  voted  unani- 
mously a  high  breach  of  the  rights  of  the  house.  In  concur- 
rence with  tlie  council,  the  h.ouse  appropriated  money  for  the 
expense  of  ratifying  the  treaty  with  the  Indians  on  the  Ohio, 
and  then  adjourned  till  the  twelfth  of  October ;  but  no  quorum 
ever  again  assembled.  In  the  one  hundred  and  iifty-sixth  year 
from  the  institution  of  legislative  government  in  Virginia,  the 
king,  in  the  person  of  his  governor,  abdicated  his  legislative 
power  in  the  oldest  and  most  loyal  of  his  colonies. 

^  On  the  seventeenth  of  July  1775,  its  people  asseml)led  at 
Eichmond  in  a  convention.     Every  procedure  was  marked  by 
that  mixture  of  courage  and  moderation  which  in  times  of 
revolution  is  the  omen  of  success.     The  military  preparations 
had  nothing  in  view  beyond  defence.     Two  regiments  of  rco-u- 
lar  troops  in  fifteen  compimics  were  called  into  being ;  sixteen 
regiments  of  minute-men  were  to  keep  themselves  in  readi- 
ness for  actual  service.     To  the  command  of  the  first  regiment 
of  regulars  the  convention  elected  Patrick  Henry.     For  the 
relief  of  scnipulous  consciences  in  the  army,  it  was  made  an 
instraction  that  dissenting  clergymen  might  act  as  chaplains. 
Delegates  to  serve  in  general  congress  for  a  year  were  elected, 
and  among  them  once  more  liichard  Bland.      Of  the  same 
lineage  with  Giles  Bland  who  ninety-nine  years  before  had 
perished  as  a  martyr  to  liberty,  trained  in   the  college  of 
William  and  Mary,  and  afterward  in  the  university  of  Edin- 
burgh, he  was  venerable  from  a  long  career  in  the  service  of 
civil  liberty.     In  17GG  he  had  displayed  tlie  rights  of  the 
colonies  with  vigor  and  foresight.     His  deep  blue  eyes  are 
now  dimmed ;  his  step  has  lost  its  certainty ;  he  rises  to  decline 
the  appointment,  and  the  convention  hangs  on  his  words.    "  My 
country's  approbation  shall  ever  animate  me,  as  far  as  I  am 
able,  to  support  the  glorious  cause  in  which  America  is  now 
engaged ;  but  advanced  age  renders  me  incapable  of  an  active 
part  in  the  great  council  of  the  United  Colonies,  and  I  desire 
that  some  abler  person  may  supply  my  place."     The  cc:r7en- 
tion,  unanimously  thanking  him  for  his  fidelity,  released  him 
from  further  service.     A  strong  party,  at  the"  head  of  which 
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wero  Ilonry,  Jefferson,  and  Carrington,  turned  for  his  sueces- 
first  time  a  member  of  a  politieal  body,    lie  was  a  natriof  J, 
n  pubJ  e  hfe  but  from  a  sense  of  duty  and  for  a  eroat  oJ 

f^  Us  re^;,,-  f     '  '""'?''  ""  o^^l'-^'-ning  domestic  grief 
lor  Is  refusal,  teai-e  ran  down  tlie  presiding  offlcer-s  ci.eoks 
and  the  eonvention  listened  to  bim  with  the  sympathy  of  a 
family  crele.    In  his  stoad  he  reeommended  FrancTLee  wh^ 

notea  lor  dread  of  a  democratic  republic.    In  the  election  of 
he  committee  of  srfety  Edmund  Pendleton,  who  wt" 

omtr    r'r  f  «'"™™"^  »"  -'  =•  reyolution  of  goy" 
omment,    was  placed  at  its  head.  ^ 

To  defray  the  charges  of  the  late  Indian  war,  and  to  nroTidn 
for  defence,  Virginia,  following  the  general  examnle  2!!  , 
an  emission  of  three  hundred  L  fifty  tirind  pounds  Im 
per  currency,  the  smallest  bill  to  be  fo'r  one  shiFli^nnnl  t7Z 
pence  George  Mason  urged  the  continuance  of  fhe  land  ta 
and  the  poll-tax,  which  would  have  annually  sunl  fif  rtblu 
sand  pounds ;  but  taxation  was  suspended  for  a  ye^     ^ 

Ihe  convention  once  more  declared  before  God  and  the 
world  tte  they  would  defend  their  king  and  his  govc™ ment 
a.  founded  on  the  constitution ;  but  that  they  were  delZTd 
I'mrlrr  '"''  "''''  "OP^^vilege^oven  atTe't:! 

Caro^ltm  ^T  ^T^'^"',''  *'''  """^  ™>'"'  S^™™°^  »*  South 
and  ,0 len ^  1  "T  """'''"  ""=  <''^'=«*'°"  of  «'«  passionate 
away  fmm  I^n  ""f ''°"'"''°  ^-''O'dinates.  lie  turned 
away  ftom  Bull,  the  prudent  lieutenant-governor  and  would 
not  notice  the  elements  for  concihation,  ™r  heed  Hie  Xf 
of  the  considerate  and  best  informed.    The  pat  bt  ctnS  o 

ttrt'thL'"'"'  *°  "T"  *""  "'"^--'y  °f^""e^- 

aence ,  but  the  governor  wrote  home  that  "  the  people  of  the 

h  d Mr  "f  n°  r'"'  authority,  as  well  al  I  ^bbt 
bad  been  gradually  led  into  the  most  violent  measures  by  a 
set  of  desperate  and  designing  men  "  ^ 

On  the  tenth  of  July,  after  intercepted  letters  had  re- 


1  |i| 

''I 


■■  .    it 


Mm 


fir '■ 

m 


i\ 


;i 


lis 


^r 


r 


i1 
■/.■ 


I     ''' 


256  AMERICA  ARMS  FOR  SELF-DEFENCE,      bp.  m. ;  en.  xvi. 

vealed  the  tampering  of  British  agents  with  Indians,  and  tid- 
ings had  arrived  of  tlie  battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  Campbell  met 
his  first  legislature,  and  said  to  them :  "  I  warn  you  of  the 
danger  you  are  in  of  drawing  down  inevitable  ruin  on  this 
flourishing  colony."  The  assembly  lingered  inactive  through 
the  summer,  asking  in  vain  to  be  adjourned. 

The  residents  in  the  low  country  were  unanimously  patri- 
ots ;  but  in  the  districts  of  Camden  and  Ninety-Six  he  was  as- 
sured that  thousands  were  animated  by  affection  to  the  king. 
From  the  line  of  the  Catawba  and  Wateree  to  the  Congaree 
and  Saluda,  and  all  the  way  to  Georgia,  the  rude  settlers  were 
chiefly  herdsmen  and  dissenters.    A  body  of  Germans,  who  oc- 
cupied Saxe-Gotha  on  the  Congaree,  looked  to  the  king  as  their 
landlord,  and  desired  not  to  risk  an  ejectment ;  others,  recently 
escaped  from  poverty  in  Europe,  cared  mainly  for  subsistence 
and  quiet.     West  of  Orangeburg  there  had  been  no  represen- 
tation of  the  inhabitants,  who,  as  a  class,  were  newly  arrived, 
and  untrained  in  public  life.    Partisans  of  the  crown— Fletcli- 
all,  the  very  active  and  spirited  Robert  Cunningham,  Patrick 
Cunningham,  and  others— strove  to  fill  the  minds  of  these  rude 
husbandmen  with  bitterness  against "  the  gentlemen ; "  tlie  coun- 
cil^ of  safety  sent  William  Henry  Drayton  and  a  clergyman, 
William  Tennent,  to  counteract  them,  and  the  summer  was 
passed  in  indecisive  struggles.    Fort  Augusta,  in  Georgia,  was 
taken  and  held  by  the  Americanp     At  Ninety-Six  quiet  was 
restored  by  a  trace  rather  than  by  the  submission  of  the  royal- 
ists.   It  was  at  this  time  th.;^t  Andrew  Pickens  was  first  heard 
of  as  a  captain  in  arms ;  a  Puritan  in  religion,  a  patriot  in 
ihought  and  deed.     On  the  other  hand,  Moses  Kirkland  took 
down  to  Campbell  the  assurance  that  a  British  force  would  bo 
joined  by  four  thousand  men,  and  was  sent  to  concert  Math 
Gage  an  expedition  against  South  Carolina. 

^  The  discovery  that  a  large  body  of  savages  stood  ready  to 
seize  the  scalping-knife  at  the  king's  behest  set  the  community 
of  South  Carolina  in  a  blaze.  One  of  the  last  acts  of  Gage  was 
to  write  to  Stuart,  the  Indian  agent  for  the  southern  depart- 
ment :  "  The  people  of  Carolina,  in  turning  rebels  to  their 
king,  have  lost  all  faith ;  when  opportunity  offers,  make  the 
Indians  take  arms  against  his  majesty's  enemies,  and  distress 
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Stuart  sent  by  wav  oiplZT\    .?  .  '"^^^^^"g  t^^^  order, 
to  the  ChicZ^Zfl""^'''^'''  '}"'  ^^^^^  Creeks  and  even 

women  and  cuZn      ^n  ™  barbarities  on 

tions/'  "^'""^'""'y^o^^gn  exceeds  all  otber  eonsidera- 

thela^n^^l^lft^fi't^Jt-^e  need  of  defending 
twenty  thousand  ponl  of  °r  «  ^"  ™'"'°^''  ™"^  ^^ 
feh  veLls  which  wlto^dfd  off  sf'  T  "'^''  *""  ^"'- 

ordered  WilliZ  TT-        T"  \  •""  "'"  <=°™°"  <>f  safety 

take  MToltn'sT^r'  "'  *T^  "'^™^  -.?'--'.  '0 
of  the  desf-  ;   ('  f  ""'  "°  "f'™'»  I«'™d.    Aware 

ha.i,g  s    de'^  'difrr:;  ™,  '''  '''^^""'  <"  September 
in  Somh  CarolL  ri7       !  '™'  "^''^  "^"""^  over  held 

boa^  th\^:::;r::,at^ft^tfTir"s^^^^^^^^ 

the  fort  Tn  .Mel  bn'  a         ""-^'""^  ^'""O' '««'  «°'«>-«l 
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William  Campbell  sent  his  secretary  in  the  boat  of  the  Tamer, 
to  demand  "  by  wbat  authority  tlicy  had  taken  possession  of 
his  majesty's  fort ; "  and  an  officer  answered :  "  We  are  Ameri- 
can troops,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Motte ;  wo  hold  the  fort 
by  the  express  command  of  the  council  of  safety."  "  By  whonl 
is  this  message  given  ? "  Without  hesitation  the  officer  re- 
plied :  "  I  am  Charles  Cotcsworth  Pinckney ; "  and  the  names 
of  Motto  and  Pinckney  figured  in  the  next  despatches  of  the 
governor.  Moultrie  gave  directions  for  a  large  blue  Hag  with  a 
crescent  in  the  right-hand  comer.  A  schooner  was  stationed 
between  Fort  Johnson  and  the  town,  to  intercept  the  man-of- 
war's  boats.  A  post  waa  established  at  Iladdrell's  Point,  and 
a  fort  on  Sullivan's  island  was  jiroposed.  The  tents  on  James 
IbLtiid  contained  at  least  five  hundred  men,  well  armed  and 
clad,  strictly  disciplined,  and  instructed  not  merely  in  the  use 
of  the  musket,  but  the  exercise  of  the  great  guns.  The  king's 
arsenal  supplied  cannon  and  balls.  New  gun-carriages  were 
soon  constructed,  for  the  mechanics,  almost  to  a  man,  were 
hearty  in  the  cause,  and  hundreds  of  negro  laborers  were 
brought  in  from  the  country  to  assist  in  work.  None  stopped 
to  calculate  expense. 

In  North  Carolina,  fourth  among  the  thirteen  colonies  in 
importance,  all  classes,  for  the  distance  of  a  hundred  miles  from 
the  sea,  were  penetrated  with  enthusiasm  for  liberty.  Men 
whom  royalists  revered  as  of  "the  first  order  of  people  in 
the  country,"  of  unblemished  integrity  and  earnest  character, 
loyal  by  nature,  after  thoughtful  consideration  decided  irre- 
vocably against  the  right  of  the  British  parliament  to  tax  the 
colonies.  In  Brunswick  county,  Robert  Howe,  formerly  cap- 
tain of  Fort  Johnston,  employed  him.self  in  training  the  peo- 
ple to  arms.  At  Newbem,  the  capital  wliose  name  kept  in 
memory  that  its  founders  were  from  Switzerland,  volunteers 
formed  themselves  into  independent  companies. 

On  the  waters  of  Albemarle  sound,  over  which  the  adven- 
turous skiffs  of  the  first  settlers  of  Carolina  had  glided  before 
the  waters  of  the  Chesapeake  were  known  to  Englishmen,  the 
movement  was  assisted  by  the  -writings  of  young  James  Ire- 
dell from  England,  by  the  letters  and  counsels  of  Joseph 
Hewes,  and  by  the  calm  wisdom  of  Samuel  Johnston  of  Eden- 
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ton,  a  native  of  Dundee  in  Scotland,  a  man  revered  for  his  in 

2ul      7v^^''  "P'"'^"'' '°  "^™'»«°''  »  i'  could  be  „odod 
mthou   y.eldmg  to  oppression.    Using  a  power  will,  with 

the  last  prevncial  eongress  had  invesfed  him    on  fctn  h 
thX  I"  T'""T^  "'"  '"="1''°  "'  North  C^lL  to  de^J 

bi  reduced  to  til    •'"     T^  ^'"'•°""''  "'°  S«™">»'  »'V  not 
incoherent  proclamafir.n  Mn,.f    (  ^  vituperative,, 

— g,  as^e::z;t^^rJls;''/:^:r^^^ 

.;ng,^Lestater;rlia^^^^^ 

^:XTit:::f^rerseS^^^^^^^^^ 

vincial   convention,  because  in  hJ   ..^"^^^  ^''^  ^^^^'^^  pro- 

by  persons  chosen  iy  therell  thf '^.  "'^^  T"'"*^^ 
scruples  of  tim      "•>^'™^^^^^-    The  religious  and  political 

a  regnla^  W  oHne  t  .o'^""'^'' "^  ""munition  and  arms;, 
militia  of  the  colonv     !t  T"'  ■""  "'■g='»i^''tion  of  the 

elected  by  aS  tllZ  .'^:'^J'?^'''^'^l  -"S--  '»  be 

■'   ^  ^=ommutee  of  aaiety  for  eaoh 
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of  the  six  districts  into  which  the  provinco  was  divided ;  ft  pro- 
vincial council,  consisting  of  the  president  of  tho  convention 
and  two  nuMnbera  frt)m  each  of  the  six  divisions,  as  the  groat 
executive  power,  llichard  C'luswcU  w.m  detained  for  service 
at  home,  and  John  Penn,  a  Virginian  hy  birth,  became  his 
successor  in  tho  genenU  congress. 

On  tho  twenty-fourth,  Franklin's  plan  of  a  confederacy  was 
introduced  by  "William  Hooper,  a  native  of  Uoston;  trained 
under  James  Otis  to  the  profession  of  the  law ;  now  a  citizen 
of  "Wilmington,  "the  region  of  politeness  and  hospitality." 
The  jiropoaition  was  about  to  bo  ado[)ted  when  Johnston  inter- 
posed, and,  on  the  fourth  of  Septend)er,  it  was  voted,  but  not 
unanimously,  that  a  general  confederation  ought  only  to  bo 
adopted  in  the  last  necessity.  Hooper  acquiesced ;  and  tho 
house,  in  its  address  to  the  inhabitants  of  tho  British  empire, 
unanimously  disavowed  tho  desiro  of  independence,  asking 
only  to  be  restored  to  the  state  existing  before  17()3. 

On  the  eighteenth  of  October  the  provincial  council  held 
its  first  meeting.  Among  its  members  were  Samuel  Johnston ; 
Samuel  Ashe,  whoso  name  a  mountain  county  and  tho  fairest 
town  in  the  western  part  of  tho  conunonwealth  keep  in 
memory ;  and  Aimer  Niush,  an  eminent  lawyer,  described  by 
Martin  as  "the  oriiclo  of  tho  connnittee  of  Newborn  and  a 
principal  promoter  of  sedition;"  tho  perilous  office  of  presi- 
dent fell  unanimously  to  Cornelius  llaraett  of  New  Hanover, 
who  was  honored  as  "  the  Samuel  Adams  of  North  Carolina." 
Thus  i>ropared,  the  pco])le  of  the  colony  awaited  the  answer 
to  the  liist  petition  of  congress  to  the  king. 

During  the  first  weeks  of  July  neither  tho  court  nor  tho 
ministers  nor  the  people  had  taken  a  real  alarm.  Even  Ed- 
nnind  Burke  believed  that  Gage,  from  his  discipline  and  artil- 
lery as  well  as  his  considerable  numbers,  would  beat  "  the  raw 
American  troops."  An  hour  before  noon  of  the  twenty-fifth 
tidings  of  the  Bunker  Hill  battle  reached  the  cabinet,  and 
spread  rapidly  through  the  kingdom  and  through  Europe. 
"Two  more  such  victories,"  said  Vergennes,  "and  England 
will  have  no  army  left  in  America." 

Gage  was  recalled.  The  command  in  America  was  assigned 
in  Canada  to  Carlcton,  in  the  thirteen  colonies  to  Howe.     Ten 


1. ;  on.  XVI. 


1775. 


AMERICA   AWAITS  THE  KINO'S  DECISION. 


c  answer 


261 

thousand  pounds  and  an  additional  supply  of  tliroo  thominrt 

anus  woro  fon^rdod  to  Quoboo;  and,  notwitl.staudi„g7r„' 

on  from  liarnngton,  word  was  sent  to  Carloton  that  hZl 

opod  ho  next  spring  to  have  iu  North  America  an  a4^f 

t^vonty  thousand  n>on,  oxelnsi™  of  the  Canadians  and  IndTans  " 

tnbu  ,on.    iiy  garnsouing  Uibralbir  and  Minorca  with  iivo 

batta^^ns  of  electoral  infantry,  he  disengaged  an  e,„al  numW 

I  .rt,sh  troops  for  service  in  America.    The  emiUation  of 

ho  JIanovenaus  was  courteously  promoted  by  tho  senate  of 

iiamburg.    Not  tiU  tho  ««t  of  November  did  they  sail 

ton  Wore'?  *"  ^'ff  "'"  '""^  ^"8'"'"'  ""^^"^i  ^'^'^''"•"B- 
To^ZuT>f      '^°l"«™''"^i  "-'  -•"""■•d  f-m  his  uund 
So   III       ™'="-"^.<'f  independence.     So  reasoned 
Urecno,  and  the  anny  w,i»  impatient  when  any  of  the  chap- 
lams  prayed  for  tho  king.     The  general  eongL,  w Meh  I 
scnbled  m  September,  was  undecided.     IntereeptedTe  ta  of 
•rohn  Adam,,  in  which  ho  had  freely  unbosomed  I        ^m 
plamte  of  .ts  tardiness  and  had  thrown  blamo  on  Uiddnson 
>ronght  upon  the  Now  England  statesman  the  hostibro; 
the  proprietary  party  and  of  social  opinion  in  Philadelphia. 
When  a  "jealousy  of  New  England"  broke  forth  in  con^ 
g™.s,  and  a  member  insinuated  distn,8t  of  its  people,  "m 
artfnl  and  designing  men,  altogether  pursuing  sell  si,  p.u-- 

fnT;!     "',*"  ""r™"^  "'  ™'^  ™''  -0  ->'>d  imi^o 
nstead  of  abusmg  them;  so  far  from  being  under  any  appro- 

bensions,  I  bless  Cxod  there  is  sueh  a  people  in  America  " 

Ihe  prohibition  by  pariiameut  of  the  fisheries  of  New 
Jingland,  and  the  restriction  on  the  trade  of  the  southern  colo- 
nies, went  into  effect  on  the  twentieth  of  July :  as  a  measure  of 
eounteraetion,  the  ports  of  America  should  Lrbeen To™ 
open ;  but  though  secret  directions  were  given  for  importin.. 
powder  and  arms  from  "  the  foreign  West  Indies,"  the  confmi^ 
toe  on  trade  was  not  appointed  till  the  twenty-second  of  Son- 
tembor,  and  then  hesitated  to  act.  '^ 

mJ^^  l""""  "  V"*  """^  "'  Cambridge  had,  from  its  first  for- 
mation borne  the  names  of  men  of  color,  but  as  yet  without 

fSrr'T"'-    """.'"f  *-''*^-''«' Edward  Rutledge 
ua,  xuuvcu  liio  aioeaargu  ol  all  tlie  uegrocs  in 
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tlie  army,  and  lie  was  strongly  supported  by  many  of  the 
southern  delegates ;  but  the  opposition  was  so  determined  that 
"  he  lost  his  point." 

From  an  unconfessed  want  of  effective  power,  the  conti- 
nental congress  shrunk  from  taking  into  consideration  the  "  in- 
expressibly distressing"  situation  of  the  commander-in-chief. 
At  length  a  letter  from  him  compelled  attention  to  the  critical 
state^  of  his  army.  Powder,  artillery,  fuel,  shelter,  clothing, 
provisions,  and  the  soldiers'  pay  were  wanting;  and,  except 
the  riflemen,  all  the  troops,  by  the  terms  of  their  enlistment, 
must  be  disbanded  on  or  before  the  end  of  December.  For 
this  state  of  things  congress  could  provide  no  adequate  reme- 
dy. On  the  thirtieth  of  September  they  therefore  ajjpointed 
Franklin,  Ljmch,  and  Harrison  a  committee  to  repair  to  the 
camp,  and,  with  the  New  England  colonies  and  Washington, 
to  devise  a  method  for  enlisting  the  army  anew. 

Gage,  on  the  tenth  of  October,  embarked  for  England, 
and,  on  his  arrival,  was  dismissed  into  retirement  with  high 
rank  and  its  emoluments.    The  instructions  to  Howe,  the  new 
commander-in-chief,  advised  the  transfer  of  the  war  to  New 
York ;    but,  from  the  advanced  state  of  the  season,  and  the 
want  of  suflScient  transports,  he  decided  to  winter  at  Boston. 
Five  days  after  the  departure  of  Gage  the  committee  from 
congress  arrived  at  the  camp.     Franklin  brought  with  him 
the  conviction  that  the  separation  from  Britain  was  inevitable. 
His  presence  within  sight  of  his  native  town  was  welcomed 
with  affectionate  veneration.     "  During  the  whole  evening," 
wrote  Greene,  "  I  viewed  that  very  great  man  with  silent  ad- 
miration."     With  Washington   for  the  military  chief,  with 
Franklin  for  the  leading  adviser  from  congress,  the  confer- 
ence with  the  New  England  commissioners,  notwithstanding 
all  difficulties,  harmoniously  devised  a  scheme  for  fomiing, 
governing,  and  supplying  a  new  army  of  about  twenty-three 
thousand  men,  whom  the  general  was  authorized  to  enlist  with- 
out delay,  yet  not  as  he  wished,  for  the  war,  but  only  for  the 
next  campaign.     The  proposed  arrangements,  in  all  their  de- 
cails,^  had  the  aspect  of  an  agreement  between  the  army,  the 
continental  congress,  and   the  New  England  colonies;  their 
successful  execution  depended  on  those  four  colonies  alone. 


1775.         AMERICA  AWAITS  TUE  KING'S  DECISION.  263 

After  the  conference  broke  up  the  committee  remained 
two  days  to  advise  with  the  general.  On  tlus  visit  Franklin 
wLhklif  '^'''^^''^^  '^'''''"'  confidence,  and  veneration  of 

Franklin  waB  still  at  the  camp  when  news  from  Maine 
justified  his  interpretation  of  the  purposes  of  the  British     In 
the  previous  May,  Mowat,  a  naval  officer,  had  been  held  pris- 
oner for  a  few  hours  at  Falmouth,  now  Portland ;  and  we  have 
seen  Linzec,  m  a  sloop-of-war,  driven  with  loss  from  Glouces- 
ter ;  It  was  one  of  the  last  acts  of  Gage  to  plan  with  the  admi- 
ral how  to  wreak  vengeance  on  the  inhabitants  of  both  those 
ports     llie  design  against  Gloucester  was  nevei  cai-ried  out- 
but  Mowat,  m  a  ship  of  sixteen  guns,  attended  by  three  other' 
vesselB,  went  up  the  harborof  Portland,  and,  after  a  short  parley, 
at  half-pa^t  mne,  on  the  morning  of  the  sixteenth  of  October 
began  to  fire  upon  the  town.     In  five  minutes  several  houses 
were  m  a  blaze;  parties  of  marines  landed  to  spread  the  con- 
flagration.^    AU  sea-going  vessels  were  burnt  except  two,  which 
were  carried  away      St.  Paul's  church,  the  public  buildings, 
ana  about  one  hundred  and  thirty  dwelling-houses,  three  fom^s 
of  the  whole,  were  burnt  down ;  those  that  remained  standing 
were  shattered  by  balls  and  shells.     By  the  EngHsh  account^ 
the  destruction  was  still  greater.     At  the  opening  of  a  severe 
winter  the  inhabitants  were  turned  adrift  in  poverty  and  mis- 
ery.    The  indignation  of  Washington  was  kindled  at  these 
^^ savage  cruelties,"  this  new  "exertion  of  despotic  barbarity." 
iJeath  and  destruction  mark  the  footsteps  of  the  enemy,"  said 
Greene ;  "  fight  or  be  slaves  is  the  American  motto."     Sullivan 
was  sent  to  fortify  Portsmouth ;  TrumbuU  of  Connecticut  took 
thought  for  the  defence  of  New  London. 

Tel  ^^^*^l  w  "^  ""^  ^'*^^''  ^"^  ^*  *^^^  ^^^«g^te«  oi  Rhode 
island  laid  before  congress  their  instructions  of  the  preceding 

August  to  use  their  whole  influence  for  building,  equipping 

and  employing  a  continental  fleet.    Tliis  was  the  origin  of  oiTr 

navy.     The  proposal  met  great  opposition;  but  John  Adams 

pursued  It  unremittingly,  though  "  for  a  long  time  against  wind 

and  tide."     On  the  fifth,  Washington  was  authorized  to  em 

ploy  two  ax-med  vessels  to  intercept  British  store-ships  bound 

for  Quebec;  on  the  thirteenth,  two  armed  vessels,  of  ten  and 
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of  fourteen  guns,  were  voted,  and,  seventeen  days  later,  two 
others  of  thirty-six  guns.  But  much  time  would  pass  before 
their  equipment ;  as  yet  congress  established  no  court  for  "  the 
condemnation  of  vessels  taken  from  the  enemy,"  nor  was  war 
waged  on  the  high  sea,  nor  reprisals  authorized,  nor  the  ports 
opened  to  foreign  nations. 

On  the  sixteenth  the  new  legislature  of  Pennsylvania  was 
organized.  All  of  its  members  who  were  present  subscribed 
the  usual  engagement  of  allegiance  to  the  king.  In  a  few 
days  the  Quakers  presented  an  address,  deprecating  everything 
"  likely  to  widen  or  perpetuate  the  breach  with  their  parent 
state."  To  counteract  this  movement,  the  committee  for  the 
city  and  liberties  of  Philadelphia,  sixty-six  in  number,  headed 
by  George  Clymer  and  Mackean,  went  two  by  two  to  tie  state- 
house  and  delivered  their  remonstrance. 

Congress,  for  the  time,  was  like  a  ship  at  sea  without  a 
rudder,  rolling  and  tossing  with  every  wave.  One  day  would 
bring  measures  for  the  defence  of  New  York  and  Hudson 
river,  or  for  the  invasion  of  Canada ;  the  next,  nothing  was 
to  be  done  that  could  further  irritate  Great  Britain.  The  con- 
tinuance of  the  army  around  Boston  depended  on  the  eflBciency 
of  all  the  New  England  provinces ;  New  Hampshire  remained 
without  a  government.  On  the  eighteenth  of  October  her 
delegates  asked,  in  her  behalf,  that  the  general  congress  would 
sanction  her  instituting  a  government,  as  the  only  means  of 
preventing  the  greatest  confusion ;  yet  the  majority  of  that 
body  let  the  month  run  out  before  giving  an  answer,  for  they 
still  dreamed  of  conciliation  through  their  last  petition  to  the 
king. 
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CHAPTER  XYII. 

FINAL   ANSWER   OF  THE  KENO  TO   AMERICA. 
AuaUST-DECEMBER  1775. 

The  Americans,  entering  most  reluctantly  on  a  war  with 
Bntam,  preserved  an  instinctive  feeHng  that  the  relations  of 
affimtj  were  suspended  rather  than  destroyed  ;  they  held  them- 
selves  called  to  maintain  the  Uberties  of  the  British  people,  as 
well  as  their  own ;  and  never  looked  upon  the  transient  minis- 
ters who  were  their  oppressors  as  the  type  of  the  parent  conn- 
try.  The  moment  approaches  when  the  king  and  parliament 
irreversibly  rejected  their  last  petition;  to  understand  that 
decision,  it  is  necessary  to  state  precisely  the  question  at  issue. 

The  administration  of  numerous  colonies,  each  of  which  had 
a  representative  government  of  its  own,  was  conducted  with  in- 
convenience from  a  want  of  central  unity ;  in  war,  experience 
showed  a  difficulty  in  obtaining  proportionate  aid  from  them 
all;  in  peace,  the  crown  officers  were  impatient  of  owing  their 
support  to  the  periodical  votes  of  colonial  le  .latures  To 
remedy  this  seeming  evil,  James  11.  consolidated  all  authority 
over  the  country  north  of  the  Potomac,  and  undertook  to 
govern  it  by  his  own  will. 

The  revolution  of  1688  restored  to  the  colonies  their  rep- 
resentative  governments,  and  the  collision  between  the  crown 
officers  and  the  colonial  legislatures  was  renewed.  Threats  of 
parliamentary  intervention  were  sometimes  heard;  but  for 
nearly  three  quarters  of  a  century  no  mmister  had  been  wHl- 
mg  to  gratify  the  pertinacious  entreaties  of  placemen  by  dis- 
turbing America  in  the  enjoyment  of  her  liberties. 

Soon  after  the  accession  of  George  III,  the  king,  averse  to 
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governing  so  many  prosperous  and  free  and  loyal  colonies  by 
consent,  resolved,  through  the  paramount  power  of  parliament, 
to  introduce  a  new  colonial  system,  which  Halifax,  Bedford, 
and  especially  Charles  Townshend,  had  matured,  and  which 
was  to  have  sufficient  vigor  to  control  the  unwillirig.     First, 
the  charter  governments  were  to  he  reduced  to  one  uniform, 
direct  dependence  on  the  king  by  the  abolition  of  the  juriodic- 
tion  of  the  proprietaries  in  Maryland  and  Pennsylvania,  and 
by  the  alteration  or  repeal  of  the  charters  of  Massachusetts, 
Connecticut,  and  Rhode  Island.     Secondly,  for  the  pay  of  the 
crown  officers,  the  British  parliament  was  to  establish  in  each 
colony  a  permanent  civil  list,  independent  of  the  assembhes,  so 
that  every  branch  of  the  judicial  and  executive  government 
should  be  wholly  of  the  king's  appointment  and  dependent 
on  his  will.     Thirdly,  the  British  parliament  was,  by  its  own 
act^  of  taxation,  to  levy  on  the  colonies  a  revenue  tow^ard 
maintaining  their  military  establishment.     Townshend,  as  the 
head  of  the  board  of  trade,  was  unfolding  the  plan  in  the  house 
of  commons  just  before  Bute  retired. 

The  execution  of  the  design  fell  to  George  Grenville.   Now 
Grenville  conceived  himself  to  be  a  whig  of  the  straitest  sect, 
for  he  believed  impHcitly  in  the  supreme  power  of  parlia- 
ment.    He  was  pleased  with  the  thought  of  moulding  the 
whole  empire  into  closer  unity  by  means  of  parliamentary 
taxation;  but  his  regard  for  vested  rights  forbade  him  to 
consent  to  a  wilful  abrogation  of  charters.     The  Americans 
complained  to  him  that  a  civil  hst  raised  by  the  British 
pariiament  would  reduce  the  colonial  assembhes  to  a  nulhty ; 
Grenville  saw  the  force  of  the  objection,  disclaimed  the  pur- 
pose, dropped  that  part  of  the  plan,  and  proposed  to  confine 
the  use  of  tlie  parliamentary  revenue  to  the  expenses  of  the 
miU..  J  establishment.     The  colonists  again  interposed  with 
the  argument  that,  by  the  theory  of  the  British  constitution, 
taxation  and  consent  by  representation  are  inseparable  correla- 
tives ;  to  this  Grenville  listened,  and  answered  that  in  pariia- 
ment, as  the  common  council,  the  whole  empire  was  repre- 
sented collectively,  though  not  distributively  ;  but  that  as  in 
Britain  some  increase  of  the  number  of  voters  was  desirable, 
60  taxation  of  the  colonies  ought  to  be  followed  by  a  colonial 
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representation;  and,  .vdth  this  theory  of  constitutional  law,  he 
passed  the  stamp  act. 

'.When  a  difference  at  court  drove  Grenville  from  office  his 
theory  lost  its  importance,  for  no  party  in  England  or  America 
undertook  its  support.     Tho  new  ministers  by  whom  his  colo- 
nial policy  was  to  be  changed  had  the  option  between  repeal- 
ing the  tax  as  an  unwarranted  exercise  of  power  by  parliament 
or  as  an  unwise  exercise  of  a  power  of  which  the  rightful  pos- 
session could  not  admit  of  dispute.    The  first  was  the  choice  of 
I'ltt,  and  Its  adoption  would  have  ended  the  controversy  the 
second  was  that  of  Rockingham.    He  abolished  the  tax  and  sent 
over  assurances  of  his  friendship ;  but  his  declaratory  act  as- 
sumed to  establish  as  the  law  of  the  empire  that  tlie  legislative 
power  of  the  parHamcnt  of  Britain  reached  to  the  colonies  in 
all  cases  whatsoever.     In  1688,  the  assenion  of  the  paramount 
power  of  parHament  against  a  king  who  would  have  seques- 
tered all  legislative  liberty  was  a  principle  of  freedom ;  but  in 
the  eighteenth  cent u.y,  the  assertion  of  the  absolute  po^^er  of  a 
parhament  acting  in  concert  with  the  king  was  to  frame  an 
mstrument  of  tyranny.     The  colonies  denied  the  unqualified 
authority  of  a  legislature  in  which  they  were  not  represented  • 
and,  when  they  were  told  that  they  were  as  much  represented 
m  nine  tenths  of  the  people  of  Britain,  the  British  people,  en- 
lightened by  the  discussion,  from  that  day  complained  unceas- 
ingly of  the  inadequatenoss  of  a  parliament  in  whose  election 
nine  tenths  of  them  had  no  voice  whatever. 

More  than  a  generation  passed  away  before  the  reform  of 
the  British  House  of  Commons  began;  the  issue  was  precipi- 
tated upon  America.  In  the  very  next  year  Charles  Townshend, 
resuming  the  system  which  he  had  prepared  in  the  administra- 
tion of  Bute,  proposed  a  tax  by  the  British  parliament  to  be 
collected  in  America  on  tea,  glass,  paper,  and  painters'  colors; 
and  introduced  the  tax  by  a  preamble,  asserting  that  "it  is 
expedient  that  a  revenue  should  bo  raised  in  his  majesty's  do- 
minions  in  America  for  defraying  the  charge  of  the  adminis- 
tration of  justice  and  support  of  civil  government,  and  toward 
further  defraying  the  expenses  of  defending  the  said  domin- 
ions." Grenville  had  proposed  taxes  by  parliament  solely  for 
the  military  defence  of  the  colonies;  Townshend's  preamble 
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further  promised  an  ever-increasing  American  civil  list,  inde- 
pendent of  American  assemblies,  to  be  disposed  of  bj  ministers 
at  their  discretion  for  salaries,  gifts,  or  pensions.  Here  lay  the 
seeds  of  a  grievance  indefinite  in  its  extent,  taking  from  the 
colonies  all  control  over  pubhc  oflicers  and  expenses,  and  in- 
troducing a  government  by  the  absolute  power  of  the  British 
parliament,  liable  to  be  administered  in  the  interest  of  Britain 
and  its  agents,  without  regard  to  the  rights  and  hberties  and 
industries  and  welfare  of  the  people. 

Just  as  Townshend  had  intrenched  the  system  in  the  stat- 
ute-book he  died,  and  left  behind  him  no  able  statesman  for 
Its  steadfast  upholder;  while  the  colonies  were  unanimous  in 
resisting  the  innovation,  and  avoided  the  taxes  by  stopping  im- 
ports of  the  articles  which  were  taxed.    The  government  gave 
way,  and  repealed  all  Townshend's  taxes  except  on  tea.    Of 
that  duty  Lord  North  maintained  that  it  was  but  a  reduction 
of  the  ancient  duty  of  a  shilling  a  pound  payable  in  England, 
to  one  of  threepence  only  payable  in  America;  and  that  the 
change  of  the  place  where  the  duty  was  to  be  collected  was 
nothmg  more  than  a  regulation  of  trade  to  prevent  smuggling 
tea  from  Holland.     The  statement,  so  far  as  the  amount  of 
the  tax  was  concerned,  w?s  true  ;  but  the  sting  of  the  tax  act 
lay  m  its  preamble :  Rockingham's  declaratoiy  act  affirmed  the 
power  of  pariiament  in  all  cases  whatsoover ;  Townshend's  pre- 
amble declared  the  expediency  of  using  that  power  to  raise  a 
large  colonial  revenue.     Still  collision  was  averted  ;  for  the 
Americans,  in  tlieir  desire  for  peace,  gave  up  the  importation 
of  tea,  and  no  regular  British  trader  four    it  prudent  to  brave 
their  will. 

At  this,  the  king,  against  the  opinion  of  Lord  North  and 
of  the  East  India  company,  directed  that  company  itself  to 
export  its  tea  to  America,  and  to  pay  in  American  ports  the 
duty  imposed  by  parliament;  hoping  that  the  low  price  at 
which  the  tea  under  the  greatly  diminished  duty  could  be  of- 
fered for  sale  would  tempt  Americans  to  buy.  But  the  colo- 
nists would  not  suffer  the  tea  to  be  ex-posed  for  sale;  the 
crown  officers  yielded  to  their  resistance  everywhere  except  at 
Boston,  and  there  the  tea  was  thrown  overboard. 

The  king  and  the  Bedford  party  seized   the  occasion  to 
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change  by  act  of  parliament  the  charter  granted  by  William 
and  Mary  to  Massachusetts.    The  change  could  brin,^  no  advan- 
tage to  Britain,  and  really  had  nothing  to  recommend  it ;  to  the 
people  of  Massachusetts  and  to  the  people  of  all  the  colonies 
submission  to  the  change  would  have  been  an  acknowledgment 
of  the  absolute  power  of  parliament  over  American  Uberty 
as  well  as  property.     The  people  of  Massachusetts  resisted ;  the 
king  answered :  "Blows  must  decide."     A  congress  of  the 
colonies  approve^,  the  conduct  of  Massachusetts;  parliament 
p  edged  Itself  to  support  the  king.    In  1773,  a  truce  was  pos- 
sible;  after  the  alteration  of  the  charter  of  Massachusetts  in 
1774  by  act  of  parliament,  America  would  have  been  pacified 
by  a  simple  repeal  of  the  acts  which  were  innovations ;  in  1775 
after  blood  had  been  shed  at  Lexington,  security  for  the  futur^ 
was  demanded. 

British  statesmen  of  aU  schools  but  Chatham's  affirmed  the 
power  of  parliament  to  tax  America;  America  denied  that  it 
could  be  rightfully  taxed  by  a  body  in  which  it  was  not  rep- 
resented, for  rightful  taxation  and  consent  were  inseparable. 
British  pohticians  rejoined  that  taxation  was  but  an  act  of 
legislation ;  that,  therefore,  to  deny  to  parhament  the  right  of 
taxation  was  to  deny  to  parliament  all  right  of  legislation  for 
the  colonies,  even  to  regulate  trade.    To  this  America  made  an- 
swer that,  in  reason  and  truth,  representation  and  legislation  are 
mseparable;  that  the  colonies,  being  entitled  to  English  free- 
dom, were  not  bound  by  any  act  of  a  body  to  which  they  did 
not  send  members ;  but,  as  they  desired  to  avoid  a  conflict 
they  proposed  as  a  fimdamental  act  their  voluntary  submission 
to  every  pariiamentary  diminution  of  their  liberty  which  existed 
m  1763  mcluding  the  navigation  acts  and  taxes  for  regulating 
trade,  on  condition  of  rehef  from  the  new  system  cf  adminis^ 
tration  and  of  security  against  future  attempts  for  its  introduc- 
tion. ^  Eichard  Penn  was  the  agent  of  congress  to  bear  to  the 
king  Its  petition  for  his  concurrence  in  its  endeavor  to  restore 
peace  and  union. 

Four  days  after  the  petition  to  the  king  had  been  adopted  - 
by  congress,  Richard  Penn  sailed  from  Philadelphia  on  his  mis- 
sion.    He  arrived  in  Bristol  on  the  thirteenth  of  August,  and 
was  the  next  day  in  London.    Joi-.t  proprietary  of  Penusylva,. 
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mv,  of  which  ho  for  a  time  was  governor,  long  a  resident  in 
America,  intimately  acquainted  with  many  of  its  leading  states- 
men,  tlie  chosen  supphant  from  its  united  delegates,  an  En-Hsh- 
man  of  a  loyalty  above  impeachment  or  suspicion,  he  singiTlarly 
merited  the  eonlidence  of  the  government.    But  not  one  of  the 
mmisters  waited  on  him,  or  sent  for  him,  or  even  asked  him 
through  subordinates,  one  single  question  about  the  state  of  the 
colomes.     He  could  not  obtain  an  opportunity  of  submitting  a 
copy  of  the  petition  to  Lord  Dartmouth  till  the  twenty-first 
Ihe  king  would  not  see  him.     "The  king  and  his  cabinet,"' 
saidouifolk,  "are  determined  to  listen  to  nothing  from  the 
illegal  congress,  to  treat  with  the  colonies  only  one  by  one  and 
m  no  event  to  recognise  them  in  any  form  of  association  "' 

The  Americans,"  reasoned   Sandwich,  "  will  soon  grow 
weary  and  Great  Britain  will  subject  them  by  her  aiTUS." 
"Lord  North,"  wrote  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot,  "  is  as  fat  and  lazy  as 
ever.      He  was  a  skilful  manager  of  a  corrupt  house  of  com- 
mons,  but  wa^  unfit  for  the  direction  of  great  affairs.    The  king 
showed  his  determination,"  such  were  his  own  words    "to 
force  the  deluded  Americans  into  submission."     Tie  chid  Lord 
North  for  "the  delay  in  framing  a  proclamation,  declaring 
them  rebels  and  forbidding  all  inteicourse  with  them  "     On 
the  twenty-third  of  August,  two  days  after  Penn  had  delivered 
a  copy  of  the  petition  of  congress,  he  sent  out  a  proclamation 
setting  forth  that  many  of  his  subjects  in  the  colonies  had  pro- 
ceeded to  an  avowed  rebellion  by  arraying  themselves  to  ^v?th- 
stand  the  execution  of  the  law,  and  traitorously  levyino-  war 
against  him.     "  There  is  reason,"  so  ran  its  words,  "to  appre- 
hend that  such  rebelUon  hath  been  much  encom-aged  by  the 
traitorous  correspondence,   counsels,   and   comfort  of  divers 
wicked  and  desperate  persons  within  our  realm;"  and  meas 
ures  were  announced  "to  bring  to  condign  punishment  the 
authors    m  America,  "and  abettors"  in  England,  "of  such 
traitorous  designs." 

This  irrevocable  proclamation  having  been  made,  Penn  and 
Arthur  Lee  were  "pennitted"  on  the  first  of  September  to 
present  the  original  of  the  American  petition  to  Lord  Dart- 
mouth who  promised  to  deliver  it  to  the  king;  but,  on  their 
pressing  for  an  answer,  "they  were  informed  that  no  answer 
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would  be  given."    Lee  expressed  sorrow  at  the  refusal,  because 
t  wou^d  occasion  much  bloodshed ;  and  the  secretary  ai^swereT 
"If  I  bought  the  refusal  would  be  the  cause  of  sheddinTone 
drop  of  blood,  I  should  never  have  concurred  in  it "      ^ 

^  Ihe  proclamation,  when  read  at  the  roj^al  exch^mge  was  re 
ceived  with  a  general  hiss.  ^  ' 

ported .     These  people  appear  to  me  in  a  delirium ;  that  there 
can  be  no  conciliation  we  have  now  the  certainty.'  RocS 

to^  ofTr'  T.  T'  *^^*  ''  ''  ^^*^™-^d  to  bum  tie 
T;:L^r^^^^r^^  ^^^^^o  t.nsferthe  sea? 

Vergennes  could  not  persuade  himself  that  the  British  mv 
emmen  should  refuse  conciliation,  when  nothi^  "^Xd 
lor  but  the  revocation  of  acts  posterior  tn  1  'rr^  .  i  •  i  •  • 
credulity  „c  demanded  of  thrSad,  a  're*on  ^f^C 
opmion.  "I  peraist," answered  De  Guincc  "inT  ?■ 
gotiations  impossible  The  parties  dMer  on  t,  /  "!  ""• 
the  substance  .  .nMy  as  whC^dttL  An  ^^11" 
istry  m  a  case  like  this  can  yield  nothinr.  inr  r 

custom  of  the  county,  it  ^VtmT^^U:'^^!' 
The  only  sensible  com«  would  be  to  change  the  adminlst^ Z" 
The  kmg  of  England  is  aa  obstinate  and  af  feebCcS^I 

::ro:™-'veT  '^  ™'"  "-^  "^^  '^""^  <™«"  -^in: 

gerons.  Vergennes  gave  up  his  doubts,  saying  •  "  The  faW. 
proc  amat.on  cuts  oil  the  possibility  of  X!t ;  Am  „W 
the  ministers  must  succumb  »  ^menca  or 

.eve^l%trt:ntl™«mt"/^"!'^''  '"^  '»'»"-  "* 

or"ai::t°  stir^  ^'""'''  *""«■'  wither  id :? 

Dooks  alone.    Since  the  departure  of  her  husband  for  congress, 
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the  arrow  of  death  had  sped  near  her  by  day,  and  the  pesti- 
lence that  walks  in  darkness  had  entered  her  humble  man- 
sion ;  she  was  still  weak  after  a  violent  illness ;  her  house  was 
a  hospital  in  every  part;  and,  such  was  the  distress  of  the 
neighborhood,  she  could  hardly  find  a  well  person  to  assist  in 
looking  after  the  sick.     Her  youngest  son  had  been  rescued 
from  the  grave  by  her  nursing ;  Iicr  own  mother  had  been 
taken  away,  and,  after  the  austere  manner  of  her  forefathers 
buried  without  prayer.     Woe  followed  woe,  and  one  afih-ction 
trod  on  the  heels  of  another.     Winter  was  hurrying  on  •  dur- 
ing the  day  family  affairs  took  off  her  attention,  but  her  long 
evemng-8,  broken  by  the  sound  of  the  storm  on  the  ocean  or 
the  enemy's  artilleiy  at  Boston,  were  lonesome  and  melancholy 
But  when,  in  November,  she  read  the  king's  proclamation,  she 
wilhngiy  gave  up  her  "nearest  friend"  to  his  perilous  duties 
and  sent  him  her  cheering  message:  "  This  intelligence  will 
make  a  plain  path  for  you,  though  a  dangerous  one ;  I  could 
not  join  to-day  in  the  petitions  of  our  worthy  pastor  for  a 
reconciliation  between  our  no  longer  parent  state,  but  tyrant 
state,  and  these  colonies.     Let  us  separate ;  they  are  unworthy 
to  be  our  brethren.     Let  us  renounce  them;  and,  instead  of 
supplications,  as  formerly,  for  their  prosperity  and  happiness, 
let  us  beseech  the  Almighty  to  blast  their  counsels,  and  bring 
to  nought  all  their  devices."    Her  voice  was  the  voice  of  Kew 
England. 

Hawley  discerned  the  coming  government  of  the  repubhc 
even  whUe  it  still  lay  far  below  the  horizon;  and  he  wrote 
from  Watertown  to  Samuel  Adams :  «  The  eyes  of  aU  the  con- 
tinent^ are  fastened  on  your  body  to  see  whether  you  act  with 
the  spint  and  despatch  which  our  situation  calls  for;  it  is  tune 
for  your  body  to  fix  on  periodical  annual  elections,  nay,  to 
form  into  a  parliament  of  two  houses." 

The  legislature  of  Massachusetts,  without  waiting  for  further 
authority,  in  an  act  drawn  by  Elbridge  Geny,  instituted  courts 
for  the  condemnation  of  prizes  taken  from  the  British. 

The  first  day  of  November  brought  the  king's  proclamation 
to  the  general  congress.  The  majority  saw  that  the  last  hope 
of  conciliation  was  gone ;  and,  while  they  waited  for  instruc- 
tions from  their  several  constituencies  before  declaring  inde- 
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and  free  representoUon    'f  ,s    ^cv  Ilampshiro  to  call  a  full 

:x™vr-r '"  ^™"'  ^"°«- "~  ti7 

which  included  thprlt:'of':ttr"\"P^^^^^       ''•^  '™- 

upon  him  asXTr  S „"  Vn^r'^' "'  '"^'''''^'^  ^•'«'  ^°o^<^ 
for  peace,  of  t  ,XS~tr  "''°  '™f  "^  "'^  ''«^"» 
dicated.  The  ase  mWy,  ^^the^^Ja ''.T!?  ^?  "'"^s  vin- 
to  the  continental  co/^Ts  Tlfrr  '  ^^*^-  "''"'  "'^'"S''*'' 
with  the  king's  late  Z^lf  ,  '.  "  ,**"  '''""'>  Dickinson, 
ried  this  instracttnrtp       ^f °"  ^'■"'  ^P"^''"  »<>  <=-' 

snch  be  made  that  m»v  „.,  ,.   ^  propositions,  should 

mother  countrV  t  a  eCrZ,  f  '"f  ?""™  ^™"  °" 
ISTp^o^i,  1        f '  ^^  ^  cnange  of  the  form  of  this  ffovemmpnt  » 

atXtdltrr"/  '""-"'^^'^  '""milita/rcTaCof 
volunteeXtTalL™^'^;''""'  """"S"™'.  adopted  rules  for 
in  Provila'mor'r    TT™''*^  "=«%  thousand  pounds 

not  alW  the  names  of  tl^  vie"  on  tTe  ,•''"'  "f  T"'* 
corded  in  their  journal  ™™''  *"  ■>«  "^ 

majontymhe  continental  congress  were  t^ady  forin- 
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dependence;  but  acquiesced  in  waiting  for  unanimity  in  its 
adoption.  They  became  more  resolute,  more  thorough,  and 
more  active ;  they  recalled  their  absent  members ;  they  wel- 
comed trophies  of  victory  from  Canada.  Without  as  yet  open- 
ing the  commerce  of  the  continent  by  a  general  act,  they  era- 
powered  a  committee  to  export  provisions  or  produce  to  the 
foreign  West  Indies  at  the  risk  of  the  continent,  in  order  to 
purchase  the  materials  of  war.  In  November  they  adopted 
"  rules  for  the  government  of  the  American  navy,"  directed 
the  enlistment  of  two  battalions  of  marines,  authorized  the 
seizure  of  all  ships  employed  as  carriers  for  the  British  fleet 
or  army,  and  sanctioned  tribunals  instituted  in  the  separate 
colonies  to  confiscate  their  cargoes.  The  captures  made  under 
the  authority  of  Washington  they  confirmed.  To  meet  the 
further  expenses  of  the  war,  they  voted  bills  of  credit  for  three 
millions  more. 

"  It  is  an  immense  misfortune  to  the  whole  empire,"  wrote 
Jefferson  to  a  refugee  on  the  twenty-ninth  of  November,  "  to 
have  a  king  of  such  a  disposition  at  such  a  time.  We  are  told, 
and  everything  proves  it  true,  that  he  is  the  bitterest  enemy 
we  have ;  his  minister  is  able,  and  that  satisfies  me  that  igno- 
rance or  wickedness  somewhere  controls  him.  Our  petitions 
told  him  that  from  our  king  there  was  but  one  appeal.  The 
admonition  was  despised,  and  that  appeal  forced  on  us.  After 
colonies  have  drawn  the  sword,  there  is  but  one  step  more  they 
can  take.  That  step  is  now  pressed  upon  us  by  the  measures 
adopted,  as  if  they  were  afraid  we  would  not  take  it.  There 
is  not  in  the  British  empire  a  man  who  more  cordially  loves  a 
union  with  Great  Britain  than  I  do;  but,  by  the  God  that 
made  me,  I  will  cease  to  exist  before  I  yield  to  a  connection 
on  such  fo'rms  as  the  British  parliament  propose ;  and  in  this  I 
speak  the  sentiments  of  Americ;i." 

"  I  know  what  my  duty  to  my  country  makes  me  under- 
take, and  threats  can  not  prevent  me  from  doing  that  to  the 
utmost  extent,"  said  George  III.  The  parties  of  Rocking- 
ham and  Chatham  were  defied  as  the  accomplices  of  rebels ; 
it  was  the  fixed  plan  of  the  king  and  ministers  to  lay  America 
waste  if  she  could  not  be  reduced.*    Britain  and  Ireland  could 
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-pare  few  troops  to  execute  tlieao  dosigna  •  but  tl,„  Tlriti ,  1  ■ 
-•upled  as  little  as  lis  ministers  to  ^.^^1^"  '     ,  '°*^ 

iToui  tlio  momeut  whcu  tho  Empress  Catlinrl^.n  tt 

aod  no  religion  •  vet  af  n?„  •  ""  "'*'""^  "'  '-''"nt 

^^0  p.a.e.lL<l' a^^Tiri:!  Lt/""^'  ■'.""^''' 
of   fancy  and    calculation      VT        ,  "^  "  """'""' 

thought  and  for  t„  n    "'*°eu'«hed   tor   vivacity   of 

grcitnessand  Zerof  Lerl"      T"'^'  '"'^  I"""''  "^  ""^ 
«u.,ects  w.  — t  Luir  :dtr.rd1ue""  T 
almost  inc,.diMe  exertions  aa  a  n.onarrt  'tels^^  "etn" 
to  tlie  meanest,  to  benefit  tho  future  is  w,.?l  Z  « 
age.    She  had  known  sorrow,  and  eon  Id  fM  f  ,  '"T"' 

distress.     She  translated  Mar  no^^el"  Eeltriuf  in";:;  P     '™ 

"X  Jicr  son,  WHO  was  to  be  lier  8ueGes':!nr     r^in^  .i 
sl^e  proposed  to  the  imperial  academy  trZ don  of  thn 
emancipation  of  serfs  ;  and  she  suffered  the  XtTnf 
seitation  having  for  its  motto  «  Tw  ?"" *^"g  of  a  dis- 

iura  clamant "  "  All        w       '  ^''''^'^'''  libertatis  omnia 

^rtdvZmen;  '1:  rpt:  r^enotr^^  ""-^"^^ 

ino.  of  Tl        .,    ^^  f  ^^^  birth,  she  was  haunted  by  a  feel- 
ing 01  insecurity  and  an  unrest  of  «n,il     t>  wi    ^ 
her  were  not  offenrlorl  .t  fi  f  ""*  *^°'^  ^^'^^nd 

not  oliended  at  the  completeness  with  which  she 
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belonged  to  a  century  representing  the  supremacy  of  the 
senses. 

Her  first  minister  was  Paniu,  and  he  was  acknowledged  to 
be  the  fittest  man  for  the  post,  without  whom  no  council  was 
held,  no  decision  taken  -a  foreign  or  domestic  affairs.    He 
was  more  persistent  than  bold,  and  was  guided  by  experience 
rather  than  comprehensive  views.    He  had  the  faults  of  pride 
inflexibiUty,  and  dilatoriness ;  but  he  was  unapproachable  by 
corruption.     At  home,  his  political  principles  led  him  to  desire 
some  Hmitation  of  the  power  of  the  sovereign  by  a  council  of 
nobles  ;  toward  foreign  states  he  was  free  from  rancor.    It  had 
been  the  pohcy  of  France  to  save  Poland  by  stirring  up  Swe- 
den and  Turkey  against  Russia ;  yet  Panin  did  not  misjudge 
the  relations  of  Russia  to  France.     With  England  he  wanted 
no  treaty  except  with  stipulations  for  aid  in  the  contingency  of 
a  war  of  Russia  with  the  Ottoman  Porte,  and,  as  that  condition 
could  not  be  obtained,  he  always  declined  her  alliance. 

One  day  Panin  happened  to  inquire  of  the  British  minister 
the  news  from  America.    Gunning  seized  the  moment  to  an- 
swer that  the  measures  in  progress  would  shortly  end  the  re- 
bellion ;  then,  as  if  hurried  by  excess  of  zeal  to  utter  an  un- 
authorized speculation  of  his  own,  he  asked  leave  to  acquaint 
his  king  that,  "in  case  the  circumstances  of  affairs  should  ren- 
der any  foreign  forces  necessary  he  might  reckon  upon  a  body 
of  her  imperial  majesty's  infantry."     It  was  the  interest  and 
policy  of  Russia  to  preserve  the  favor  of  the  British  king  and 
liis  ministry.    The  answer  of  the  empress,  which  Panin,  on  the 
morning  of  the  eighth  of  August,  reported  to  the  British 
minister,  carefully  avoided  mention  of  the  request  for  subsidi- 
ary troops,  but  expressed  gratitude  for  favors  received  from 
England  during  her  last  war,  and  she  charged  Pfinin  to  repeat 
her  very  words,  that  "she  found  in  herself  an  innate  affection 
for  the  British  nation  which  she  should  always  cherish."    The 
envoy  interpr^ited  a  woman's  discreet  reticence  and  lavish  sen- 
timentality as  a  promise  of  twenty  thousand  infantry. 

Gunning's  despatch  from  Moscow  was  received  in  London 
on  the  first  day  of  September,  with  elation.  That  very  day 
Suffolk  prepared  the  answer  to  the  minister.  To  Catharine, 
George  himseK  with  his  own  hand  wrote  :  "  I  accept  the  sue- 
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America  unia^  °  „Sf -tS  '"  "^^  °'  "^  ""^""^^  '" 
memory  the  offer^oTr;'  1^      '^'  o™' ^fi^""  from  my 

aand  disciplined  men  cipfet^  *°  '^'^  ^°'  '"^"'^  *''«''• 
t';-3  opening  of  thrMti^;^  ^  ^""^^^  '^^  ^^'^P^  »° 
land  for  cfn^da  whe^,  l"  ^""^  *°  '"'^'"^  "^^  ^™7  «*  Eng- 

twenty-three  day"    vet'f T  ^         '"  ^°"='"'  "'^'^"^  *<>«* 

«ve  proS  wif rn^;;:^-:fot:f  ;r  f«  r 

empros.  of  Eussi    had  Khfm"!"    '?  ""'*"'  *'"'  *''^ 

ting  them  have  any  numW  J    f  ^      ?"  ^'""■^'^  "i  kt- 

On  tlie  eieha  sSj^  °*  "^'""•^  *''^'  ""gl"  be  wanted. 

ning,  mth  a  St  of  f  f  yT"""^  "  ^^""^d  «»™  *«  Gun- 

rection.  The  lew  mn„I;  .''ooMent  of  crushmg  the  insur- 
man,  payable  oielrfnS^  ^"7  P°-'^f*«'"'>g  " 
A  subsidy  was  not  to  be  ofXd  XZ^U  °?  «">bartation. 
yon,"  wrote  Snilolk  to  Gm>mn;  .fl.i  T"  '"'*  '»™<"''  f™"" 
being  very  earnestlv  .U^iT  ^'  '  *^'"  oc^ession  of  force 

as  in  ordin^are^es':.'''.^'  f  f  "f  '^  "'"  *>  '"^'^  "^  ^ieet 
On  the  wrP         *'"  ^"^'^  *■•«  authorized. 

any  progresl  C  nr^lettT"^^  tf^'T" '  "^^ 
ness,  "toward  settling  your  dUsnute  t  7  ''«  "'»"«'  «>ol. 
out  waiting  for  an  ■^ZT  .       jj  ?  America!"  and,  with- 

o  ^'Ji  all  answer,  sue  addpri  •  «P^»  /-i    n      i 
an  end  to  it  as  Rnni,  oc ..     -i ,         ,       *     ^^  ^^^^  sake,  put 

to  one  method  ^tZ^:^^^^^^! 'Z^^ 
^  embarrassing,!:  Xe^?  S";^'tf.r:  •? 
thing  that  concerns l-o?^  J'!  "'T'  I.  '^^  »  -^.y- 
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Gunning,  who  found  himself  most  unexpectedly  put  upon 
the  defensive,  answered :  "  Kesentraent  has  not  yet  found  its 
way  into  his  majesty's  councils,"'  But  Catharine  repeated  her 
wishes  for  a  speedy  and  a  peaceful  end  to  the  difference,  citing 
her  own  example  of  lenity  and  concession  as  the  best  mode  of 
suppressing  a  rebellion. 

Late  on  the  twenty-fourtli  the  firat  courier  of  Lord  Suffolk 
reached  Moscow  a  few  hours  after  Catharine's  departure  for 
some  days  of  religious  seclusion  in  the  monastery  at  Voslcre- 
sensk.  As  no  time  was  to  be  lost.  Gunning  hastened  to  Panin, 
who  received  him  cordially,  and  consented  to  forward  to  the 
empress  in  her  retirement  a  copy  of  the  king's  letter.  Ho 
next  repaired  to  the  vice-chancellor,  Ostermann,  who  calmly 
explained  to  him  the  impossibility  of  conceding  the  request 
for  troops. 

The  empress  having,  on  the  thirtieth,  returned  to  Moscow, 
Gunning  waited  on  Panin  by  apjiointment.  The  autograph 
letter,  which  he  wished  to  deliver  to  iier  in  person,  said  posi- 
tively that  she  had  made  him  an  offer  of  troops;  Panin  insisted 
on  an  acknowledgment  that  no  such  offer  had  been  made,  and, 
after  much  ex-postulation.  Gunning  confessed :  "  It  is  true ;  in 
your  answer  to  me,  no  explicit  mention  was  made  of  troops." 
Panin  then  gave  the  message  of  the  empress,  that  she  was 
affected  by  the  cordiality  of  the  king,  that  in  return  her  friend- 
ship was  equally  warm,  but  that  she  had  much  repugnance  to 
the  employment  of  her  troops  in  America.  "  And  could  not 
his  majesty,"  asked  Panin,  "  make  use  of  Hanoverians  ? " 

Gunning,  in  reply,  spoke  at  great  length  on  the  gratitude 
due  from  the  empress  to  the  British  king,  and  desired  Panin 
to  deliver  to  her  the  autograph  letter  of  George  HI, 

The  next  morning,  before  Panin  was  up.  Gunning  hurried 
to  him,  and,  to  remove  objections,  offered  to  be  content  with  a 
corps  of  fifteen  thousand  men.  It  was  the  grand  duke's  birth- 
day ;  he  repaired  to  court  to  see  the  empress,  but  she  did  not 
appear.  He  returned  to  the  palace  in  the  evening;  but  the  em- 
press, feigning  indisposition,  excused  herself  from  seeing  him. 
Meantime,  the  proposal  was  debated  in  council ;  and  objec- 
tions without  end  rose  up  against  the  traffic  in  troops.  Besides, 
a  naked  demand  of  twenty  thousand  men  to  serve  in  America 
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mider  British  command  as  mercenaries,  with  no  liberty  left  to 
herself  but  to  fix  the  price  of  her  subjects  in  mone/and  so 
plunge  her  hand  as  deeply  as  she  pleased  into  the  British  ex- 
chequer was  an  insult  to  her  honor.  She  framed,  accordin<.ly 
a  sarcastic  and  unequivocal  answer:  "  I  am  just  beginning  to 
enjoy  peace,  and  your  majesty  knows  that  my  empire  has  need 
ot  repose     There  is  an  impropriety  in  employing  so  consid- 

unknown  to  it,  and  almost  removed  from  all  correspondence 
vvith  Its  sovereign.  Moreover,  I  should  not  be  able  to  prevent 
myself  from  reflecting  on  the  consequences  which  would  result 
for  our  digmty,  for  that  of  the  two  monarchies  and  the  two 
nations,  from  this  junction  of  our  forces,  simply  to  calm  a  re- 
beUion  which  is  not  supported  by  any  foreign  power." 

^   The    etter  of  the  king  of  England  to  the  empress  was  in 
secretor  '      '  '"'''"""  '""'  ^'"'P'^'^^y '"^  ^^^^  of  her  private 

The  answer  was  so  exceptionable  that  the  British  envoy 
was  m  doubt  whether  it  was  fit  to  be  received;  but  he  su^ 
•pressed  his  discontent.  His  king  found  the  manner  of  th^ 
empress  not  "genteel;"  for,  said  he,  "she  has  not  had  the 
civility  to  answer  me  in  her  own  hand;  and  has  thrown  out 
expressions  that  may  be  civil  to  a  Russian  ear,  but  certainly  not 
to  more  civilized  ones." 

The  conduct  of  this  negotiation  was  watched  by  every  court 
from  Moscow  to  Madrid ;  but  no  foreign  influence  had  any  share 
in  detei-nimmg  the  empress.     The  decision  was  founded  on  her 
own  judgment  and  that  of  her  ministers.     When  a  transient 
report  prevailed,  that  the  English  request  was  to  be  granted 
Yergennes  wrote  to  the  French  envoy  at  Moscow:  "I  cannot 
reconcile  Catharine's  elevation  of  soul  with  the  dishonorable 
Idea  of  trafficking  in  the  blood  of  her  subjects."    To  the  envoy 
1  anin  denied  the  truth  of  the  rumor,  adding:  "Nor  is  it  con- 
sistent with  the  dignity  of  England  to  employ  foreign  troops 
against  its  own  subjects." 

^  The  empress  continued  to  be  profuse  of  courtesies  to  Gun- 
ning; and,  when  in  December  he  took  his  leave,  she  renewed 
the  assurances  of  her  readiness  to  assist  his  king  on  all  occa- 

sions,  addiiio-*  "  "Riif  nno  -o„--f  -,_  i j       .  „ 

,    ..v_ii.j3 .      ^ai  oiiQ  vannot  go  beyond  one  s  means. 
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CHAPTER  XYIII. 

FINAI.   AK8WER   OF  PARLIAMEKT    TO   AMEEICA. 

Octobek-December  1T75. 

The  members  of  parliament,  as  they  reached  London  for 
the  session,  heard  rumors  that  the  empress  of  Eussia  was  to 
spare  a  large  detachment  from  her  army  to  aid  in  suppressing 
the  rebellion  in  America.  "  When  the  Russians  arrive,  will 
you  go  and  see  their  camp?"  wrote  Edward  Gibbon,  the  great 
historian,  in  October,  to  a  friend.  "  The  worst  of  it  is,  the 
Baltic  will  soon  be  frozen  up,  and  it  must  be  late  next  year 
before  they  can  get  to  America."  Couriers  from  Moscow  dis- 
pelled this  confidence. 

Yergennes  found  it  difficult  to  believe  that  the  mistakes 
of  the  Rritish  ministers  could  be  so  great  as  they  really  were. 
He  received  hints  of  negotiations  for  Russian  troops ;  yet  could 
the  king  of  England  be  willing  to  send  foreign  mercenaries  to 
malve  war  on  liis  ovm  subjects  ?    Henry  IV.  of  France  would 
not  have  accepted  the  aid  of  foreign  troops  to  reduce  Paris ; 
then-  employment  by  Britain  would  render  it  impossible  in  any 
event  to  restore  affectionate  relations  between  the  parent  state 
and  the  colonies.     So  reasoned  the   guiding   statesman   of 
France,  but  the  British  government,  with  fierce  impetuosity, 
turned  to  the  many  princelings  of  Germany,  who  now  had  the 
British  exchequer  at  their  mercy.     Loyal  addresses  began  to 
come  in,  to  the  joy  of  Lord  North ;  but  the  king  saw  danger 
to  the  royal  authority  in  any  appeal  to  popular  opinion.     So 
long  as  the  public  was  under  the  delusion  that  the  colonies  had 
long  premeditated  independence,  violent  measures  were  acqui- 
esced in  "by  a  majority  of  individuals  of  all  ranlcs  and  profes- 
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si-B,"  and  no  effect  was  produced  on  the  fund,  or  on  com- 
as ti'i  rjf/r?-~  -  rr  rtz^^ 

an,  attack  V^rso^'d^^rS"  "^h?''  '<?  ''^' 
of  the  English  people  ..osefed  very  Xntlv  an!  foun?" 
organ  among  the  ministers.    The  duke  of  r  r!fL  i    w. 

.tsrn^rr^^^-"-^-^'^^^^^ 

itconciiiation,  giving  as  his  reasons  that  "the  general  inpUnn 

t.-r  fT  "'  "'"'^^^  "  ^-^'-^  differed  fS  few 
haLanvtTf'^'J'''^'"^™''  '"*  """--^  ««»  in  wtX 

^h"7e's;re^!:a?:;=^^^^^^^^ 

De  aoublecl,  the  Amencans,  whose  behavior  ah-earlv  ho^  f 
surpassed  ever,  one's  expectation,  could  and  tS  ^erel^^^ 
theirs  accoi-dmgly ;  that  the  contest  was  not  only  hopeless  W 

m>ti?tw''  «™fcation  lord  North  took  no  note  whatever 
to  court,  Grafton  complamed  of  the  violent  and  impractieable 

ness  at  largo ,  bnt  when  he  annoimeed  that  a  numerous  bodv  of 

swe™d""«tTm™^  r  V.  r  ^""^'^  ^--'   ^-^on  - 

^n  n„l'  •  ?^^  ^  """  ''°'"~  ^^  "^^*  t'^ieo  the  number 

wdl  only  mcrease  the  disgrace,  and  never  effect  the  purpr'- 

On  the  twenty-si.th  of  October,  two  days  after  KU 

Fr.„  .ho  p.pe™  of  the  duko  of  Graho-,  wmm„„ic.«od  to  me  in  18«. 
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of  the  first  great  effort  to  hire  Russian  mercenaries  became 
known  to  the  government,  the  king  met  the  parliament. 
Making  no  alhislon  to  the  American  congress  or  to  its  peti- 
tion for  conciliation  and  peace,  he  charged  tlie  colonics  with 
levying  a  rebellious  war  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  an  in- 
dependent empire.  lie  professed  to  have  received  the  most 
friendly  offers  of  foreign  assistance.  lie  recommended  an 
increase  of  the  navy  and  the  army ;  at  the  same  time,  he 
proposed  to  send  commissioners  with  power  to  grunt  jiardons 
and  receive  the  submission  of  the  several  colonies. 

In  the  house  of  commons  Acland,  who  moved  the  ad- 
dress, presented  the  question  as  between  the  independence  of 
America,  or  her  submission  'i "  Lyttelton,  a  former  governor 
of  South  Carolina,  in  seconding  him,  "  seemed  to  take  pleas- 
ure in  informing  the  house  that  the  negroes  in  the  southern 
colony  were  numerous,  and  ready  to  imbrue  their  hands  in 
the  blood  of  their  masters."  The  address  was  adopted  by  a 
vote  of  two  hundred  and  seventy-eight  against  one  hundred 
and  ten. 

On  the  report  of  the  address,  the  debate  Avas  renewed.  "  If 
we  suffer  by  the  war,"  said  Lord  North,  "the  Americans  will 
suffer  much  more.  Yet,"  he  added,  "  I  wish  to  God,  if  it 
were  possible,  to  put  the  colonies  as  they  were  in  1703."  His 
seeming  disinclination  to  the  measures  of  his  own  ministry 
drew  on  him  a  rebuke  from  Fox  for  not  resigning  his  place. 
"  The  present  war,"  argued  Adair  at  length,  "  took  its  rise 
from  the  assertion  of  a  right,  at  best  but  doubtful  in  itself ; 
from  whence  the  warmest  advocates  for  it  have  long  been  forced 
to  admit  that  this  country  can  never  derive  a  single  shilling 
of  advantage.  The  Americans  say :  '  Place  us  in  the  situa- 
tion of  the  year  sixty-three,  and  we  will  return  to  our  con- 
stitutional subjection.'  Take  them  at  their  word.  If  they 
should  recede  from  their  own  proposals,  you  may  then  have 
recourse  to  war,  with  the  advantage  of  a  united  instead  of  a 
divided  people  at  home."  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot  was  unwilling 
"to  send  a  large  armament  to  America  without  sending  at  the 
same  time  terms  of  accommodation."  "I  vote  for  the  ad- 
dress," said  Rigby,  "because  it  sanctifies  coercive  measures. 
America  must  be  conquered,  and  the  present  rebellion  must  be 
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cnislicd  ore  the  dispute  will  bo  cndml  "     Tl 

hesitoting,,  eonflrJd  tl.eir  vJ^  of  «  e  p  J ^  Sr™  ™- 

Among  the  loni,,  shelb„r„e  spolco  o     he  ,  e  fo'  „.  „ 
congress  as  the  f-iirpat  n.«^,     i  i?  ,  pennon  of  the 

o«,°.ccommoda  „„  rr^i  fIu-  """""^  """^  "'^™'""»- 
long  and  intimately  Lnoi  In  n]'"  '^  ^"°  "''°'"  " ''"  ''^^ 
earnest  in  the  wish  f  ^.T'  vi  ""'"  ^'"""'  "O"*"'  '>"d 
conneetion  "    I  *  ^o X  w  "T  "'"  '™  "^  "■"=»"' 

Wmself  and  Franklin  ,  J  ."  r'*""^  "*  P'''""'  =«>d  «f 
waa  overborne  bv  a  "I,?  ■"rf"""'^'  •""  <»"l'at  night  he 
nority  entered  a  nrotSr  •  ^  1  T"  ^  '""■     ^"'^  »*  ''»  »' 

a  .n~;;X«^^^^^^^^^^^^  awrels  to  be 

of  ^!:^^^z'^:i:^'"':'"''-"-'  p"--- 

English,  the  natu    rLa,dian  T   t      '       "•  1""^"°  ™^  *'"= 
ample  of  WycIiiTo  If  T  /•  «"!  Pnnciples  and  the  ex- 

tutor  of  the  yo„«  of  En  1  T'  ^f  "''^'"^  "'"^  «™">-.  «'« 

Amorieans  ar"a  .eoK  wTf  ','",""«  "S'™'''  «- 
tunes  to  the  justiee  ofTho  st^te"'  '"*''"'  "'«'  «™  -<>  for- 

amb°:adt;'™'I,vd'':rtt^^V'°"™"''  "■"  ^*'^" 

Fnneo,wh;sesymXs:ll   Ite^de'-of  m"'Tl 
power,  said  to  him  •  "  Ilanniiv  ,1,  .  .    °*  monarchical 

very  weak."  From'  the  Sl^  "T""""  I""''^  '«  "«''■ 
who  expressed  the  de.l  toI;l  """f  M  "''  '"  ^ "'<''''""''' 
'and;  "far  from  wisl  tag  t! I  0^^ tur 7^  "'''' ^"S" 
said  he,  "wo  see  them  with  som  ,1^™,  ^''T^ '"™'='" 
quenees,"  observed  Stormont  "  eannTt  e J  Z™""" 

penetration  and  extensive  vews '""17^, "  '"""  "^  ^""^ 
vioua,"  responded  Vergen,  e       "the  '     ?  "'■''  "''■>'  "''■ 

consequences  of  the  cesf^  Jf  C,  I  "l  "  '^T  "  *° 
nople  when  the  Ia,t  «„.„„  ^"""da.    I  was  at  Constanti- 

tions,  I  told  ev  ^  mvT  ":'''' ',  "''™  ^  '■"»"'  ''»  ^"■"Ji- 
ore  long  have  rZL  ^  I  "^rf  h  "  ""'  ^"^'^"^  ^"""^ 
elieck  that  could  1-eenl?  "^"P™'.  °V'a™'g  removed  the  only 

been  but  too  we  Z  |o7  T  'T'  ""'  1™^'""™  ''- 
that  must  follow  thero^d  ne^'Cl  teTr"^^' 
eolon.es  should  carry  that  point,  at  whSI  e^  now    '      '°'"" 
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aim.  They  might,  when  they  pleased,  conquer  both  your  islands 
and  ours.  I  am  persuaded  that  they  would  not  stoj)  there,  but 
would  in  process  of  time  advance  to  the  southern  continent  of 
America,  and  either  subdue  its  inhabitants  or  carry  them  along 
with  them,  and  in  the  end  not  leave  a  foot  of  that  hemisphere 
in  the  possession  of  any  European  power.  All  these  conse- 
quences will  not  mdeed  be  immediate:  neither  you  nor  I 
shall  live  to  see  them  ;  but  for  being  remote  they  are  not  less 
sure 


5J 


On  the  first  of  November  the  duke  of  Manchester  said  to 
the  lords :  "  The  violence  of  the  times  has  wrested  America 
from  the  Biitish  crown,  and  spumed  the  jewel  because  the 
setting  appeared  uncouth ; "  but  the  debate  which  he  opened 
had  no  effect  except  that  Grafton  took  part  with  him,  and  as  a 
consequence  resigned  his  place  as  keeper  of  the  privy  seal.  On 
the  tenth  Eichard  Penn  was  called  to  the  bar  of  the  house  of 
lords,  where  he  bore  witness  in  great  detail  to  the  sincerity  of 
the  American  congress  in  their  wish  for  conciliation,  and  to 
the  unanimity  of  support  which  they  received  from  the  people. 
The  duke  of  Richmond  proposed  to  accept  the  petition  from 
that  congress  to  the  king  as  a  ground  for  conciliation ;  he  was 
ably  supported  by  Shelburnc ;  but  his  motion,  hke  every  simi- 
lar motion  in  cither  house,  was  negatived  by  a  majority  of 
about  two  to  one. 

On  the  same  day  Rochford  retired  on  a  pension,  making 
way  for  Lord  Weymouth,  \7ho  greatly  surpassed  him  in  ability 
and  resolution.  Dartmouth  took  the  priv;)'  seal,  but  without  a 
seat  in  the  cabinet.  The  American  department  was  transferred 
to  Lord  George  Sackville  Gonnain,  who  concentrated  in  himself 
all  the  political  patronage  of  the  house  of  Dorset,  and  promised 
to  carry  out  the  measures  recommended  by  him  in  the  house  of 
commons  on  the  twenty-eighth  of  March  1T74.  The  man  thus 
selected  to  conduct  the  civil  war  in  America  stood  before  Eu- 
rope as  an  officer  cashiered  for  cowardice  on  the  field  of  battle. 
George  11. ,  who  was  brave  and  a  strict  disciplinarian,  thought 
the  sentence  just,  and  was  inexorable  toward  him.  His  admis- 
sion to  court  at  the  accession  of  George  III.  confirmed  the  rup- 
ture between  Pitt  and  the  earl  of  Bute.  He  owed  his  rehabili- 
tation to  Rocldngham,  to  whom  he  instantly  proved  false.    Chat- 
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I.am  wo,,Id  never  sit  with  him  at  the  council  board  Tr„,  .  , 
by  eorrodmg  recollections  and  stupidly  sc^ionfil„,  f  "^ 
tered  on  tho  high  office,  for  which  1^  was  of  Til  mo„  H  ,  °"" 
competent ;  eaoer  tn  f.ffn«„  i  ■   •         .  ™^°  ""^  '«ast 

of  Pftt  in  tLlvc!  yet.  ,™r  '""ZT  ,'^"^"'"8  ''"'  --" 

ity  that  fitted  him  W  i^  ortaS  m  ^ ^olc'i^r'- 

appointment  was  of  thn  ^^L  i     ^  '*V"mcc.  so  that  Ins 

nor  that  m'^.^teXrcr  othn^;-:,'  ""''  ^r™^'  °*  J'"^g«'»t. 
lor  and  war„>thVf  1  a^  „    'otr?  'f™  ^"^"^  "'  <''"'™<=- 

fculate  approbation  to  tho  preacher,  or  cheer  h  m T;  ^ame^ 

was  r     i::n:ll?T""  '""'  '-'''  ^-tly  ovoZed     no 
Tcn^    ,11  r   '■;?"' '  '"°'''*'°™'  opinionated,  and  fuU 

righTl's  ire  :  "^P  :^  "'"  """^"''y'  "«  if  '0  it  otlSL 
ngm,  lus  nature  combmed  contemptuous  haughtiness  tow,  J 

fld  Jt  T?'"'.  ^I^ordmates,  and  meanness  of  spi  r  wZ't 

dufimtrxS;Sd"'^'™r 
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Iu3  Slipper  and  Im  claret,  the  friendless  man,  inilovinfr  and  nn- 
lovcd,  could,  with  cold,  ven-eful  malice,  jjlan  how  to  lay 
Amenea  in  jushes,  since  he  knew  not  how  to  reduce  her  to  sub- 
mission. 

(Jermain's  appointment  shows  how  little  the  sympathies  of 
the  En-lish  people  were  considered ;  the  administration,  as  it 
was  now  constituted,  was  the  weakest,  the  most  destitute  of 
pnnciples,  and  the  most  uni)o])uIar  of  that  century.    The  Eng- 
land that  the  world  revered,  the  England  that  kept  alive  in 
Europe  the  vestal  fire  of  freedom,  wiis  at  this  time  outside  of 
the  govermnent,  though  steadily  gaining  political  strength. 
Chatham,  while  he  had  life  in  him,  was  its  nerve."     Had 
Grenville  been  living,  it  wonld  have  included  (Ircnville;   it 
retained  Ilockingham,  Grenville's  snccessor;  it  had  now' re- 
covered (Jrafton,  Chatham's  successor.     The  king's  policy  was 
not  in  harmony  with  the  England  of  the  revolution,  nor  with 
that  of  the  eighteenth  century,  nor  with  that  of  the  nineteenth. 
The  England  of  to-day,  which  receives  and  brightens  and  passes 
along  the  torch  of  liberty,  has  an  honest  lineage,  and  springs 
from  the  England  of  the  last  century ;  but  it  had  no  represen- 
tative m  the  ministry  of  Lord  North  or  the  majority  of  the 
fourteenth  parliament.     America  would  right  herself  within  a 
year;  Britain  and  Ireland  must  wait  more  than  a  half-century. 
How  completely  the  ministry  were  stumbling  along  with- 
out a  policy  appeared  from  the  debates.     On  the  eighth  Lord 
Barrington  asked  of  the  house  in  a  committee  of  supply  an 
appropriation  for  twenty-five  thousand  men  to  be  employed  in 
America,  and  said  with  seeming  authority  of  a  minister:  "The 
Idea  of  taxing  America  is  entirely  given  up  ;  the  only  consid- 
eration IS  how  to  secure  the  constitutional  dependency  of  that 
country.     The  general  plan  adopted  by  administration  is  first 
to  arm,  and  then  send  out  commissioners."     But  when  Lord 
North,  on  the  thirteenth,  in  a  committee  of  supply  moved  the 
full  tax  of  four  shillings  in  the  pound  on  land,  he  had  to  en- 
counter and  overcome  the  rankhng  discontent  of  the  landed 
gentry,  for  whom  a  reduction  of  a  shilling  in  the  pound  of  the 
land-tax  was  to  have  been  the  first  fruits  of  their  support  of 
the  American  measures,  and  he  spoke  in  this  wise :  «  When  his 
majesty's  ministers  said  that  the  idea  of  taxation  was  aban- 
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i"Histed  on  and  enforced  Tn  ''"*  '^''^'     ^'  «^'^>"J^I  l>o 

tl^ongh  no  kind  of  adv^l    'T'"^  {""  ^'^'"^''^'^  '-^"^^'-^ty, 
T.i..^„f-  ^  ^"^'"'^«gc  should  arse  from  i>  "     tj 

plunation  ^ivo  satisfaction ;  Lord  North  L-\  °  ''''■ 

^er  fieo  of  his  opinions  and  o^  l"  "'""'  ^"^'^^^^''^  ^^  ^ 

.      7  ^^'".  ^'-^'t^^'^tl^  IJurko  brought  forward  a  l,ill  f .. 

mg  the  ex  St  no.  troiil.lo«  i.„  '^^'waru  a  bill  lor  compos- 

American  ■•eve",,       ",f  I'^"""r';«  "'°  l'-'-'-""  to  an 

is  brougl.t  to  ita  U-Zn  r  ,  f  '^'"'"™'  ""=  «™te6t 
from  America  the  Zrf  H  '"''  *"  *»"  '''^-  "  '•<'™n™ 
-in  «,e  .,ea'.  1^1:1:.: -ri?"  ^»  »'""«  -"" 

deiianoe  of  H^o",^^" ^f^'^-^^^^K  and,  in 

many;  fo,,  if  IWtain  was  to  eS  tI,o   A    ''°-"""'  '"  ""- 
not  be  done  I,y  Englishmen  Americans,  it  could 

t«4V;dti5:M:':;:7— ^^ 

of  I.cr  commeree  and  n.annfrtn  *  tT  ~"°'""'™  '"  ^""^ 
Iiouse  of  commons  w-,.  Z  !  f  ''°  ™"'""  "'  "'<=  W»l' 
tl.o  troops  r  le  Ir'reSr        '!  r,"""*''  f"'"'  "'°"«»d  "^ 

in  tbeirLad  fo^rr'^rn^t^r  ""^r"^'"^' 
t-.  tojnstice,  t:vrZ:^'ixrm:r "  ^.Tr'  ™"- 

send  ™ro  Ip,  S  „„te W  T''""  "°"'^'  ™'  "S^«»  «» 

Ogle,'"se„d  ToZ^ZotZlXotT'"-"  '"f  ""^'^ 
Hnssov  Burgh  condomrd  »i  a  '  °  ''°  ''"''  °*  Mand." 
of  the'lawof  iatlonsTo  w^^^^^^^^^^         f-  "'"»  ^-'"t'on 

the  law  of  nature    he  wo  ,H  ""'  ""=  '"^  "^  ''™™''v, 

ature,  he  would  not  vote  a  single  sword  withoi 
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an  address  rccormnendiii«?  conciliatory  moasurcs ;  the  niinistrj, 
if  victorious,  would  only  ostablisli  a  ri^ht  to  the  liarvest  when 
tliey  had  burnt  the  grain."  Yet  the  troops  were  voted  by  one 
hundred  and  twenty-one  against  seventy-six,  although  the  reso- 
lution to  replace  thcni  by  foreign  I^rotestants  was  negatived. 

The  majority  in  both  parilanients  did  not  qniet  Lord  Nortli. 
Sir  George  Savillo  describes  him  "as  one  day  for  conciliation  ; 
but,  as  soon  as  the  first  word  is  out,  ho  is  checked  and  con* 
trolled,  and,  instead  of  conciliation,  out  comes  confusion,"     On 
the  fii-st  of  December  he  pressed  to  a  second  reading  the  Ameri- 
can bill,  which  consolidated  the  several  penal   acts  ana  en- 
larged them  into  a  prohibition  of  the  trade  of  all  the  thirteen 
^  colonies.     American  vessels  and  goods  were  made  th^  property 
•  of  their  captors ;  the  i)risoner8  might  be  compelled  to  serve  tho 
king  even  against  their  own  countrymen.    No  one  American 
grievance  was  removed. 

The  atrocity  of  the  measure  was  exposed  in  the  house  of 
commons,  but  without  effect;  on  the  third  reading,  in  tho 
house  of  lords,  Mansfield  said :  "  Tho  people  of  America  ai'o 
aa  much  bound  to  obey  the  acts  of  the  British  parhanient  as 
the  inhabitants  of  London  and  Middlesex.    I  have  not  a  doubt 
in  my  mind  that  ever  since  the  peace  of  Paris  the  northern 
colonies  have  been  meditating  a  state  of  independence  on  this 
country.     But,  allowing  that  all  their  professions  are  genuine, 
are  we  to  stand  idle  because  we  are  told  this  is  an  unjust  war? 
The  justice  of  the  cause  must  give  way  to  our  present  situa- 
tion ;  and  the  consequences  which  must  ensue  should  we  re- 
cede, would,   nay  must,  be  infinitely  worse  than  agreeing  to 
a  final  separation."    After  these  words,  the  bill  was  adopted 
without  a  division. 

Outside  of  pariiament,  the  opiuion  of  ihe  most  intelligent 
among  the  philosophers  of  Bnt^jr>  t  ;m  .>  vided.  Ihe  luke- 
warm Presbyterian,  William  Eobertson,  would  have  the  Brit- 
ish "  leaders  at  once  exert  the  power  of  the  British  empire  in 
its  full  force,"  and  station  a  "  few  regiments  in  each  capital." 
Like  Mansfield,  he  was  certain  that  the  Americans  had  been 
aiming  all  along  at  independence ;  and,  Uke  the  Bedford  party, 
he  held^  it  fortunate  that  matters  had  so  soon  been  brought 
to  a  crisis.    As  a  lover  of  mankind,  he  was  ready  to  bewail 


.  III. ;  cii.  zvui. 


m..  ™.,,  ..a..n  op  p.„ua„e.t  to  .meh-o.   ,«„ 

-  by  far  the  best,  oith    If  JX'     ™/""'  "'  ^o^""'™"' 
coiintrj-."  '  *"'  *  ^'.y  «"»"  or  a  Vfr;r  extensive 

yet  mairrc?;;L^^:„:M^''■■';:■"  -<• »-'" "-.  w.. 

Ibo  established  govern  „crn  r  T'  .""""'"' "  '»  '""J™"' 
a  repubhc  woulLoeel.v  1  «"'"'"' ^^''"'^ ''«  '-«'«<! 
despotism  tlmt„oneb,t  Ss     '  n'?"'^'''''''''  ''"■'■■""■»■•  of 

»I  applieation  of  tl  e  Ln tc       ,    '  "•    "'"' '"  "'°  ""'-"' 
ropublies,"  said  he.  ri  i„r",rv  '  H   ''•'f'''°-    "^''°  ™'=i«"' 
pl')',  "wore  8omewl,at  f  °roo  Z    "'?  "'''™"'"'  "f  his  phileso-  • 
but  they  were  still  mlh "XS:".  T  ""  """"^  ''«=«°™' 
or  aristocraeies,  whieh  seem  tllo  '",""= '""='™'  monarehies 
Modern  mannei  have  eerCted  ,™i  ''''"°  ""olorable. 

lies  in  Europe,  without  ~  '"""'°'  ""'^  ""  ">»  'OP"!^ 
one  is  at  a  los's  toXlwfC.r"  "  "T"  S"™'™"  '--^ 
am  an  American  i„  TJ  "  •     •  ,  "  S'™  'be  preferoneo.    1 

proper."  "  °'  »>«govcrn  themselves,  as  thoy  think 

boX;r:i  :t:  rr-  '\  ^^^^-^^^rt 

my  of  France  TJmlZi  B  >    "'  "'f '^  ^'"^--^  «-  -on,, 
bioed  the  g^e  and    h"  l^^^T^  ''''°  j"  .'"'^  ^'^''o  eom- 
profound  wisdom  and  the  sW^         w  "'  "'"  ^'''^  ^"'b 
the  crisis  those  prineiries  of  f      ^""^  '"^  *™*'  "PP""''  to. 
Scotland,  under  ever7d had'     f    "J  ""''  "«""  ''^'''^  »"<'« 
feudalism  and  a  deeeWn  sir   ^,  "'  ""  "PP"'™'™  fo™  of 
instn,ment  in  promo*"  jfe    1?  r  T' ^™'"«<»'.  »"  effleicnt 
bave  the  American  coZi^  «  w  '^  1  '"^"'^'"<'-    ""  --'^ 
ment  or  independent    Tbl ' ,  v/     f  ■'^'P^'^nted  in  parlia-. 
tbe  colonies  he  pronounced 'f        7  ""'°^  ^"S"'™"  '"'^d 
sacred  righb,"  ^pertinent  17     "f  V"'''""  "*  "'o  "o^' 
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them  without  any  sufficient  reason  by  the  groundless  jealousy 
of  the  merchants  and  manufacturers  of  the  mother  coun:ry." 
"  Great  Britain,"  said  he,  "  derives  nothing  but  loss  from  the 
dominion  she  assumes  over  her  colonies."     "It  is  not  very 
probable  that  they  will  ever  voluntarily  submit  to  us;  the 
blood  which  must  be  shed  in  forcing  them  to  do  so  is  every 
drop  of  it  the  blood  of  those  who  are  or  of  those  whom  w.^ 
wish  to  have  for  our  fellow-citizens."     «  They  are  very  weak 
who  flatter  themselves  that,  in  the  state  to  which  things  are 
come,  our  colonies  will  be  easily  conquered  by  force  alone." 
And  he  pointed  out  the  vast  immediate  and  continuing  advan- 
tages  which  Great  Britain  would  derive  if  she  "should  volun- 
tarily give  up  all  authority  over  her  colonies,  and  leave  them 
to  elect  their  own  magistrates,  to  enact  their  own  laws,  and  to 
•   make  peace  and  war  as  they  might  think  proper." 

Josiah  Tucker,  an  English  royalist  writer  on  pohtical 
economy,  had  studied  perseveringly  the  laws  of  nature,  which 
are  the  laws  of  God,  in  their  application  to  commerce ;  and, 
at  the  risk  of  being  rated  a  visionary  enthusiast,  he  sought  to 
convince  the  landed  gentry  that  Great  Britain  would  lose 
nothing  if  she  should  renounce  her  colonies  and  cultivate  com- 
merce with  them  as  an  independent  nation.  Tliis  he  enforced 
with  such  strength  of  argument  and  perspicuity  of  statement 
that  He  made  a  proselyte  of  Soame  Jenyns  who  wrote  verses 
in  his  praise,  and  was  approved  by  Lord  Mansfield. 

Through  the  clouds  of  conflict  and  passion  rose  the  cheer- 
ing idea  that  the  impending  change,  which  had  been  depre- 
cated^ as  the  ruin  of  the  empire,  would  bring  no  disaster  to 
Britain.  American  statesmen  had  struggled  to  avoid  a  separa- 
tion ;  the  measures  of  the  British  government,  as  one  by  one 
they  were  successively  borne  across  the  Atlantic— disregard  of 
the  petition  of  congress  by  the  king,  his  speech  to  parliament, 
his  avowed  negotiations  for  mercenaries,  the  closure  of  the 
ports  of  all  the  thirteen  colonies  and  the  confiscation  of  all 
their  property  on  the  ocean— forced  upon  them  the  conviction 
that  they  must  protect  and  govern  themselves. 
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tents.  But  on  the  ntS  of  "if ^^^'f f.  ™°"«  '''  '"''*■• 
province  proclaimed  tlio  American  ,1^  "  *''™""»-  «*  'i" 
traitors,  established  martM  W    "  T  *"  *"=  "-^^'^^^ 

antry  to  serve  under  the  orf^/".™''""'*  'l-^  J='r»eh  peas- 

ab-te  the  converted  Itn^lrXrf"^'  '"f  -"^'«'J 
west  to  take  up  the  hat^h„t  ,  •  .  i  °*'''«^'  "^  *«  North- 
■and.  These  Lv  „  ts  IfT  ""^^  ^»*  -<»  ^e^v  Eng- 
America  an  act  of  self  deSn  '      .  °"^P^'<"'  "t  Canada  bv 

=■  :^  ^^  -  -u'd  r7;tciiT  ztf ^ 

the  ntt^of  :i:;l-^„^;^„f««  e,er,,ac,uiesced  in 
residents  detested  their  subfection  tl  vf  ^'^  "*  "'«  ^^'^'^l' 
Canadian  peasantry  denTedr"h  *  'T  P°'''=''-  "<•  ^e 
magistnites,  resisted  tlei  1  hn  f^'^f  '^'''  ^"S"'""-  ■« 
military  services,  and  were  w  L°  ,    "f '  '"  '=°'"""«"1  «'«>• 

Schuyler,  on  taking  commanfl  nf  +i 
^patched  Major  John'firZt .    r^^^H'T  T^'  '" 
""  "^  '--^--\of  July  the-r^,^;  XL^'u:^. 
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tain  Boys  elected  its  ofBcers;  and  Seth  "Warner,  a  man  of 
courage  and  good  judgment,  was  chosen  its  lieutenant-colo- 
nel. Preparations  were  made  for  crossing  the  boundary ;  but 
Schuyler  had  only  twelve  hundred  men,  and,  judging  them 
insufficient  for  the  enterprise,  he  waited  for  the  orders  which, 
on  the  sixth  of  August,  he  soUcited  from  congress.  Before  the 
middle  of  the  month  Brown  returned  from  a  perilous  march 
of  observation,  and  reported  that  now  was  the  time  to  acquire 
Canada,  where  there  were  only  about  four  hundred  regulars, 
beside  the  garrison  of  three  hundred  at  St.  John's ;  that  the 
inhabitants  were  friends;  that  the  militia  refused  to  serve 
imder  the  French  officers  lately  appointed.  At  the  same  time, 
a  new  arrival  at  Ticonderoga  changed  the  spirit  of  the  camp. 

We  have  seen  Richard  Montgomery,  who  had  served  in 
the  army  from  the  age  of  fifteen,  gain  distinction  in  the  seven 
years'  war.  Failing  after  the  peace  in  his  pursuit  of  the  pro- 
motion to  which  his  good  service  gave  him  a  right  to  aspire, 
he  sold  his  commission  and  emigrated  to  New  York.  Here, 
in  1773,  he  renewed  liis  acquaintance  with  the  family  of  Eob- 
ert  E.  Livingston,  and  married  his  eldest  daughter.  Never 
intending  to  draw  his  sword  again,  studious  in  his  habits,  he 
wished  for  a  country  life  at  Rhinebeck ;  and  his  wife,  whose 
affections  he  entirely  possessed,  willingly  conformed  to  his 
tastes.  The  father  of  his  wife  used  to  say  that,  "  if  American 
liberty  should  not  be  maintained,  he  would  carry  his  family  to 
Switzerland,  as  the  only  free  country  in  the  world."  Her 
grandfather,  the  aged  Robert  Livingston,  was  the  stanchest 
patriot  of  them  all.  In  1773,  in  his  eighty-fourth  year,  he 
foretold  the  conflict  with  England  ;  at  the  news  of  the  retreat 
of  the  British  from  Concord,  ho  confidently  annoimccd  Ameri- 
can independence.  After  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  as  he  lay 
calmly  on  his  death-bed,  his  last  words  were:  "What  news 
from  Boston  ? " 

The  county  of  Dutchess,  in  April  1775,  selected  Montgom- 
ery as  a  delegate  to  the  first  provincial  convention  in  New 
York,  where  he  distinguished  himself  by  modesty,  decision, 
and  sound  judgment.  Accepting  his  appointment  as  briga- 
dier-general, he  reluctantly  bade  adieu  to  his  "  quiet  scheme  of 
life,"  "perhaps,"  he  said,  "forever;  but  the  will  of  an  op- 
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Hartford.    He  reasoned  ?„  f  f .      ™^  °*  ""^''''^f  '<> 

as  the  means  ofXl^  »  ^  r"f-  °°""'P*"°"  "^  Canada, 
playing  to  the  Ifdtttfrerw^f''"  ^«^«'i«es,  and  dial 
it  was  enlarging  fte  ^iZ  f  ^  """^derated  coloniea; 
not  impair  tf e  meansTf  11  "T*"""'' """  '  f^""™  "<«"d 
plain.  Summoned  brSehurfoT-  "T™"  °/  ^'"  ^''"'"- 
ed  as  far  as  S.^.toLZZlZlTT^'' 7'' '''^^- 
he  soothed  by  cheerfulnr  J'rf  hl?^"T  r^"^ 
to  her  at  parting  wore  •  "  Yo,,  wfn  T      ""  '"'*  ''•»•''« 

for  your  Montgomer^..  "'™"'  '"^^  "^'"^  «»  ""^h 

deroI'&CtVenr*'."'  ^"°^'''  ''^  ""'-^  ="  Tieon- 
the  fw^ntieSr  ThTdav  l'i^T^?'■°"'™«  '^  '^"■™  "^ 
not  come.  On  the  tlf/flt,  i."*^  "*''''' '  ""  ««"  t«  did 
treatingly  to  ioin  the  !!!f      v,'  "™*g°'°'''7  wrote  to  him  on- 

give  it'cL^dre    n  hHS  and  ao7f ""?;  "  *'^  ™^  *» 
of  the  twenty-sixth,  S  LX    aTlC^  ^^     °°/'"=  ^^^"'"g 

insuperaW     dtp    1  Zor        "'  ''''  '"^  '^'''°"'"'^''  "<" 
done  wondera  in  all^!        v  '  P'.r™™-"^  and  spirit  have 

a  moment's  time     tbe  Tost"' Tn'tn'"'''""'''""''"'  ■"" 
Sehnyler  set  oij  for  his  a™|,  '"''''"''°'  *°  "^  '■=««'' 

wittontytr  orders ''t;;:f.T  "  "^^  '^P'^-     "J^«™g 
K  if  he  gets  his  vesset  ZZ:  ^VtTST^ 

ioined  at  IsIetTt'e  ."."st  i^ld  .l^"'^""^'  "^  ™ 

-•  ^  <^^»i'^ier,  and  chey  proceeded  to 
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Isle-aux-Noix.     The  next  day  a  declaration  of  friendship  was 
dispersed  among  the  inhabitants.    On  the  sixth,  Schuyler,  with 
forces  not  exceeding  a  thousand,  marched  toward  St.  John's. 
In  crossing  a  creek,  the  left  of  the  advanced  line  was  attacked 
by  a  party  of  Indians ;  but,  being  promptly  supported  by  Mont- 
gomery, it  beat  o£E  the  assailants,  yet  with  a  loss  of  nine  subal- 
terns and  privates.     The  next  day,  acting  on  false  information, 
Schuyler  led  back  the  troops  unmolested  to  the  Isle-aux-Noix. 
From  that  station  he  wrote  to  congress  that  he  should  retire, 
unless  he  should  "receive  their  orders  to  the  contrary."     He 
further  announced  to  them  that  in  health  he  was  "  so  low  as 
not  to  be  able  to  hold  the  pen ; "  and,  being  put  to  bed  in  a 
covered  boat,  he  withdrew  from  the  conduct  of  the  campaign. 
Ilis  letter  was  the  occasion  of  "a  large  controversy"  in 
congress ;  the  proposal  to  abandon  Islo-aux-Noix  was  severely 
disapproved,  and  it  was  resolved  to  spare  neither  men  nor 
money  for  his  army.  ;  If  the  Canadians  would  remain  neuter, 
no  doubt  was  entertained  of  the  acquisition  of  Canada.    Schuy- 
ler was  encouraged  to  attend  to  his  health,  and  thus  the  com- 
mand of  the  invading  army  fell  to  Montgomery. 

The  gallant  Irishman,  on  the  day  after  Schuyler  left  Isle- 
aux-Noix,  began  the  investment  of  the  well-provisioned  citadel 
of  St.  John's.  The  Indians  kept  quiet,  and  the  zealous  efforts 
of  the  goveraor,  the  clergy,  and  the  French  nobility  had  hardly 
added  a  hundred  men  to  the  gamson.  Carleton  thought  him- 
self abandoned  by  all  the  earth,  and  wrote  to  the  British  com- 
mander-in-chief at  Boston :  "  I  had  hopes  of  holding  out  for 
this  year,  had  the  savages  remained  firm ;  but  now  we  are  on 
the  eve  of  being  overrun  and  subdued." 

On  the  morning  after  Montgomery's  arrival  near  St.  John's 
he  marched  five  hundred  men  to  the  north  of  the  fortress, 
where  he  stationed  them  to  cut  off  its  connections.  A  sally 
from  the  fortress  was  beaten  off,  and  the  American  detachment 
was  successfully  established  at  the  divergence  of  the  roads  to 
Chambly  and  Montreal.  Additions  to  his  force  and  supplies 
of  food  were  continually  arriving  through  the  indefatigable  at 
tention  of  Schuyler ;  and,  though  the  siege  flagged  for  the 
want  of  powder,  the  investment  was  soon  made  so  close  that 
the  retreat  of  the  garrison  was  impossible. 
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Canadians.  Thej  gathered  round  him  with  spirit,  and  hia 
officers  advised  him  to  lead  them  without  delay  to  tLe  alv 
bu  twithboundless  rashness,  he  indulged  himself  in  aS 
0  surpnsmg  Montreal  as  he  had  surprised  TiconderoLJn 
the  mght  preceding  the  twenty-fifth  of  September  he  passed 
over  from  Longueil  to  Long  Point  .ith  about  Thty  cradf 

Z  riird?f  t""^""'  ^'^"^^^  ^^  ''^'  so  few^aLes  that 
but  a  third  of  his  party  could  embark  at  once.     About  two 

tTEnJr'-'.  '^  ""  ^^^"^^^^  "^y  ^  --^^  part  f  re^? 
rallSr;'T;'  ^'^'"^^'  Canadian,  and^ndla!^, 
and  fW  ^^!^^^^l^^d  ^^^^  and,  after  a  defence  of  an  hou; 
and  three  quarters,  he  surrendered  himself  and  thirty-eilt 
men ;  the  rest  fled  to  the  woods.  The  wounded  S^ 
seven  m  number,  entered  the  hospital ;  the  rest  were  shacS 

:'^f  W  Til  ^1  '''''''^'''  ^-^^^  di^erertifn^'oi' 
mtlie  river     Allen,  the  captor  of  Ticonderoga,  wa^  chained 

Montgomery  Of  the  field  offlco,.,  he  esteemed  BrZ  abovf 
others  for  Lis  ability;  Macpherson,  hi,  aide-de^amn  a  ve^ 
J-oungman,  of  good  sense  and  rare  endowments,  wa^'l'S 
sally  beloved;  m  John  Lamb,  captain  of  a  New  Yornir 
P^y  of  arti  lery,  ho  found  "a  restless  genius,  brav^Iett  Z" 
">te  hgent,  but  very  turbulent  and  troublesome."    "  The' ro^s 

themselves."  He  wrote  homo:  "The  master  of  Hifdosto 
could  not  reeompense  me  for  this  summer's  work,  where  t 
credit  can  be  obtained.    O  fortunate  husbandme  ,  wol  j 

won  the  affection  of  his  army  that  every  siek  soldier  officer 
or  deserter  that  passed  home,  agreed  in  praising  h  m  wl^^ 

co"''      ''"    '  ''  ""'  "^  "P-'""»°  ^"^  throughout  ae 

dL^   .M    rf''."  '«'='"Wi"S  "Ix'ut  ninehundmd  CW 
dians  at  Montreal;  but  the  inhabitant,  generally  favored X 
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American  cause,  and  tbey  disappeared  by  desertions,  tliirty 
or  forty  of  a  niglit,  till  Lo  was  left  almost  aa  forlorn  as  bo- 
fore.  The  Indians  "  were  easily  dejected  and  chose  to  bo  of 
the  strongest  side,  so  that  when  they  were  most  wanted  they 
vanished." 

In  this  state  of  mutual  weakness  the  inhabitants  of  the 
parishes  of  Chambly  turned  the  scale.     Eanging  themselves 
under  James  Livingston  of  New  York,  then  a  resident  in 
Canada,  and  assisted  by  Major  Brown,  with  a  small  detachment 
from  Montgomery,  they  sat  down  before  the  fort  in  Chambly, 
which,  on  the  eighteenth  of  October,  after  a  siege  of  a  day  and' 
a  half,  was  ingloriously  surrendered  by  the  English  command- 
ant.    The  colors  of  the  seventh  regiment  were  transmitted  to 
congress  ;  the  prisoners,  one  hundred  and  sixty-eight  in  num- 
ber, were  marched  to  Connecticut ;  but  the  great  gain  to  the 
Americans  was  seventeen  cannon  and  six  tons  of  powder. 

The  army  of  Montgomery  yielded  more  readily  to  his  guid- 
ance ;  Wooster  of  Connecticut  had  ai-rived,  and  set  an  example 
of  cheerful  obedience  to  his  orders.     At  the  north-west  a  bat- 
tery was  constructed  on  an  eminence  within  two  hundred  and 
fifty  yards  of  the  fort ;  and  by  the  thirtieth  it  was  in  full  ac- 
tion.   To  raise  the  siege,  Carleton,  having  by  desperate  exertions 
brought  together  about  eight  hundred  Indians,  Canadians,  and 
regulars,  on  the  last  day  of  October  attempted  to  take  them 
across  the  St.  Lawrence ;  but,  as  they  drew  near  the  southern 
bank,  "Warner,  with  three  hundred  Green  Mountain  Boys  and 
men  of  the  second  New  York  regiment,  poured  on  them  so 
destructive  a  fire  that  they  retired  with  loss  and  in  disorder. 

At  the  news  of  Carleton's  defeat,  Maclean,  the  command- 
ant of  St.  John's,  deserted  by  the  Canadians  and  losing  all 
hope  of  support,  retired  to  Quebec,  while  the  besiegers  pushed 
on  their  work  with  unceasing  diligence,  keeping  up  a  well- 
directed  fire  by  day  and  niglit.  On  the  third  of  November, 
after  a  siege  of  fifty  days,  tlie  fort  of  St.  John's  surrendered ; 
and  its  garrison,  consisting  of  five  hundred  regidars  and  one 
hundred  Canadians,  many  of  whom  were  of  the  French  gentry 
marched  out  with  the  honors  of  war. 

On  the  twelfth,  unopposed,  Montgomery  took  possession 
of  Montreal.    He  came  to  give  the  Canadians  the  opportu- 
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make  a  part  of  that  unio,^ '     T        """''r'"'  T"^"^"'  ""d 

dono  "    iron  '"'°  'T  '"'"■ '«  »"»'="'  ""d  'I-on  I  W 

«ou  w    ; Ir  "'    "' ''°  ■"'™rt'"'l'=»»  -^solved  to  o™  a  jure- 

ins  iVo    r',V„       !  '™'P' '""''  l*"  "^O"  ■x^fo'-o  ao  break- 
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turn  J.  Meigs  of  Connecticut,  and  Timothy  Bigelow,  the  early 
patriot  of  Worcester,  Massachusetts.  Daniel  Morgan,  with 
Humphreys  and  Heth,  led  the  Virginia  riflemen ;  Hendricks, 
a  Pennsylvania  company;  Thayer  commanded  one  fromKhode 
Island,  and,  like  Arnold,  Meigs,  Dearborn,  Henry,  Senter,  and 
Melvin,  left  a  journal  of  the  expedition.  Aaron  Burr,  then 
but  nineteen  years  old,  and  his  friend  Mattliias  Ogden,  carry- 
ing muskets  and  knapsacks,  joined  as  volunteers.  Samuel 
Spring  attended  as  chaplain. 

The  instructions  given  to  Arnold  had  for  their  motive  af- 
fectionate  co-operation  with  the  Canadians.     They  enjoined 
respect  for  the  rights  of  property  and  the  freedom  of  con- 
science, "  ever  consideiing  that  God  alone  is  the  judge  of  the 
hearts  of  men,  and  to  him  only  in  this  case  they  are  answer- 
able."   "  Should  Chatham's  son  fall  into  your  power,"  wrote 
"Washington,  "  you  cannot  pay  too  much  honor  to  the  son  of 
so  illustrious  a  character,  and  so  true  a  friend  to  America." 
Chatham,  from  his  fixed  opinion  of  the  war,  desired  to  with- 
draw his  son  from  the  service ;  and  Carleton,  anticipating  that 
wish,  had  already  sent  him  home  as  bearer  of  despatches.     To 
the  Canadians  Washington's  words  were :  "  The  cause  of  Amer- 
ica and  of  liberty  is  the  cause  of  every  American  whatever 
may  be  his  religion  or  his  descent.     Come,  then,  range  your- 
selves under  the  standard  of  general  liberty." 

Boats  and  provisions  having  been  collected,  the  detach- 
ment, on  the  evening  of  the  nineteenth  of  September,  sailed 
from  Newburyport,  and  the  next  morning  entered  the  Ken- 
nebec. Passing  above  the  bay  where  that  river  is  met  by  the 
Androscoggin,  they  halted  at  Fort  Western,  which  consisted 
of  two  block-hous.^s,  and  one  large  house,  enclosed  with  pick- 
ets, hard  by  the  east  bank  of  tlio  river,  on  the  site  of  Augusta. 
The  detachment  followed  in  four  divisions,  in  as  many  succes- 
sive days.  Each  division  took  provisions  for  forty-five  days. 
On  the  twenty-fifth,  Morgan  and  the  riflemen  were  sent  first 
to  clear  the  path ;  Greene  and  Bigelow  followed  with  three 
companies  of  musketeers ;  Meigs  with  four  more  went  next ; 
Enos  with  three  companies  closed  the  rear. 

They  ascended  the  river  slowly  to  Fort  Halifax,  opposite 
Waterville ;  daily  to  their  waists  in  water,  hauling  their  boats 
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and  houses  at  NorridlwcWl  ^  ^  ""j  """^  "^  ^ottlemonts 
nebee,  which  Zed  thm^i*  h ''  T??  'Y  "?  *■"=  ^'^  K""- 
trackfcss  wild;  „Z  rmin^  ^    '^  ^'"^*''  ■""  »'■"«»' 

bearing  them  on  lirr*'',,""''  ''"'"^^^S  d'eir  boats,  now 

ae™sio™se:\trcSri«rdt  tn\r';r?' 

shortest  ca^f;p£rmC/  "^  "^  '"^''«''  '"'« 

^tretched  through  forests  "fptTalst  '^^  ,      "''  ""^ 
hemlocic,  and  vellow  l,lr„l,  .    i  '^'  '"''^'"''  "W^ss, 

among  tie  treo'ld  w-f^U  „fT  fZr'''  "'•-"  '^^  '"^ 
they  had  no  ehoice  b"  o  e  ^  S^ot  1  '''''"'  ""'"' 
and  ammunition  across  a  swtZ  ,  f,'"'^'''  "'''?&'«<',  stores, 
bushes  and  white  moss  ofZ^-'t"^  ™'  °™'-g'-<»™ 'rith 
turf.  From  Dead  ri™;  A^lT  "^, '""'  ^"^  '"  *■"=  ^'o' 
the  commander  of  theli  ""  ''^  "'''^^''«'  ^--"te  *<> 

co^pemtion    O  h*Sro'T'  r™°""«  '"^  ?'"  "^ 
were  there  what  nn^b.     f  ?  ^    '""'  ""^  ""l"''''^''  "l«t  sWps 

the  main  body  aZd"  fh    S"  *'''■  ''  T'™  '""^^  ""^ 
diSre.    On  the  wnt  tb.    i      Ff  '""•'•y"'e-pl^ce  to  tho  Chau- 

rear,  had,  w  a>ouT4l  'L  rV""'.'  ^™''  ^''"  ""landed  the 
thro;  coCt"LTmbridr "  '™"  '^^  °'''='^'  '^^  "-^  "^^ 

toherrt  ofXr  --;»"- -^^^^^ 
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or  cover  bnt  branchc3  of  evergreens.  Often  for  snceessive 
days  and  n.ghts  they  were  exposed  to  drenching  storms,  and 
had  to  cross  torrents  that  were  swelling  with  the  rain.  Their 
provisions  fdlcd,  so  that  they  even  eat  the  dogs  that  followed 
them.  Many  a  man,  struggling  to  march  on,  stiffened  with 
cold  and  death.  Here  and  then>  a  helpless  invalid  was  left 
bohmd,  w.th  perhaps  a  soldier  to  hnnt  for  a  red  sqnirrel,  a  fay 
or  a  hawk,  or  gather  roots  and  plants  for  his  food,  and  watch 
h,s  e.pmng  breath.  On  Dead  river,  Macleland,  the  lieutenant 
of  Hcndnckss  company,  was  suitcring  from  inflammation  of 
a^e  lungs;  h.s  fnends  tenderly  carried  him  on  a  litter  across 

ZZZ""'  ™''  ■■"  ""^  *""  P"""S  Ms  shoulder  to 

The  men  had  hauled  their  barges  up  stream  nearly  all  the 

way  for  one  hundred  and  eighty  .niles,  had  carried  them  neTr! 

ly  forty  miles,  through  hideous  woods  and  mountains,  over 

llT,m  ^^''°^'  ^"^  '""■""&  """J  ""'  uncertainty 

ahead,  officers  and  men  pushed  on  with  invincible  fortitude 

in  the  too  great  eagerness  to  descend  the  rocky  channel  of 
the  Chaudi^re,  three  of  their  boats,  laden  with  ammunfti™ 
and  precious  stores,  which  had  been  brought  along  with  so 
much  to. ,  were  overset  in  the  whirls  of  tlif  stream.^  On  th^ 
second  of  November,  French  Canadians  came  np  with  two 
horses  dnvmg  before  them  five  oxen,  at  which  the  party  fli^d 
a  salute,  and  laughed  with  frantic  delight.    On  the  fourth 
about  an  hour  befor.  noon,  they  descried  a  house  at  Se* 
gan,  twcnty-hve  leagues  from  Quebec,  near  the  fork  of  the 
Cliaudiere  and  the  Du  Loup.    It  was  the  fi«t  they  had  seen 
for  thirty.one  days;  and  never  could  the  view  of  cultivated 
fields  or  flourishing  cities  awaken  such  ecstasy  of  gladne^l^ 
his  rnde  hovel  on  the  edge  of  the  wilderness.    Macleland  w^ 
brongh  dojvn  to  its  shelter,  though  he  breathed  his  fare^^lfto 
the  world  the  day  after  his  arrival. 

The  party  followed  the  winding  river  to  the  parish  of  St 
Mary^stLggling  througli  aflat  an°d  rib  country^  which  had 

for„n  T?""*}'"''  ^"^^''  whitewashed  bouses,  the  com- 
forlable  abodes  of  a  cheerful  and  hospitable  people.  Here 
and  there  along  the  road  chapels  met  Lir  eyes,  and  imag^ 
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at  "^'"  ^''''  ^°'  ^'^  -^*^*-s  of  the   Saviour's 

emor,  had  put  tho  walla  rf  olS!^  '  "'°  ''""'""""'-gov- 
defenco.  Commun  I^  L  •  ?  .  '"  "  S°<«1  posturo  for 
Indians,  had  bZ  ^.r  ;  I  T-'^  ''^  '^™°''l  '»  '"^^^^J 
Newfo.  ndlandhJ  hi  u  ''^> '  '"^'=°P"^d.  A  vcsaol  from 
Allan  Maclean  artvcd  i  ,"  Ttf  ""''^"'^™-  Colonel 
seventy  men  LTd  f  •  fl  "'f "'  ™"'  "  ''""''•'^d  ™d 

had  settled Tn  Sa     tLT"^'''"'^'''''  Highlander  who 

omha.xre:„::::&:  tetiThi:;^™""  t  ''- 

carried  lesa  than  two  l^undre  T.  t-  ^^  "  "'""''°'"'  ""'' 
th.^0  timea,  beforelS  In,  L  '  ^^  "T^^  """  "™"- 
all  of  hia  p^ty  exce^>  r  r  "'^'"''""''S  of  the  fourteenth 

Point  Levr^^UCd^d  t"i- ""'  '"T"''^''  ^-^  «%  '"«  «' 
five  hundr^k  ha^rl!f  "°<','7'''^»d  "*  Wolfe's  Cove.    The 

climbed  the  obS  Imo  !he°P,"^^  "o  ..aiatonee  as  they 
enemy  being  appled'of  Jh  I  tltT^Ll'tr- /•'J''^ 
P^ct,eable  to  attaelc  them  without^o  gT^f  ri,k  r" '' ™- 

rarnidtrje-'-^t^  r  -—  '^■4.- 

ont.    The  irvadera  hlr V"""^'"'"'  ™"'<'  »«'  "o™ 

fHenda  withi::ht:arairuidlr^:^d:Trtr'''  *^'^ 

rountat  :r;Jff  — ^'"S— Tb^ 
bis  party  okimauTTZ,  '""fT*^'"'^"^"'^*-^^' 
w  Jo  t  ey  aw.S^'S  S  o3y  ^^"°  «-''- 

V  -:it«r;an:rrtr  tTfrr'-' 

tie  night  follo^g^the  si^teel^f  Whet  cltr  d- ' 
gni^d  aa  a  peaaant,  passed  them  in  a  small  boat  On  th'  ," 
day  Prescott,  the  British  brigadier  from  1!?  ,         '"" 

rendered  the  flotilli.  ,.f  „i  ?, '   .        '■""=>■  cowardice,  anr- 

and  stores  on  bo  ^  C  thouT:  UoJ'-''  ""  ""  ^'"'"^'^'  -"-' 
ing  as  a  fu<.itive  nr-r    ■  ^-  °    ^™"  °'' '•''<'®'™'J-    Touch- 

nineteenlh  afolw   Tletd     •'  ""'"'T'  '™'™^  »"  *''^ 
,-- j-L.    110  Had  vvunessed  iiow  much  of  the 
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risking  n  battle  outside  of  the  walls.    His  caution  and  l,is  firm 
doLrd!  ^"""""■""°'  *'"'  "'"  '"'"'°  ''""'^  ^  portinaoiously 
Tl.e  progress  of  Montgomery  I,ad  emboldened  a  party  in 
Quebec  to  con  ess  a  willingness  to  receive  him  on  terms  of 
capitulation.    But  on  the  twenty^econd,  Carleton  onlered  all 
person    who  would  not  join  in  the  defence  of  the  to^™  to 
leave  j   within  four  days;  and  after  their  departure  he  found 
himself  supported  by  more  than  three  hundred  regulars,  three 
hundred  and  thirty  Anglo-Canadian  miUtia,  five  hundred  a^ 
forty-three  French  Canadians,  four  hundred  and  eighty-five 
seamen  and  marines,  beside  a  hundred  and  twenty  frtffice™ 
capable  of  bearing  arms.  '' 

After  Montreal  was  taken  and  winter  was  come,  Mont-om- 
e  y  w.^  lef  with  no  more  than  eight  hundred  men  to  garCn 

the  C  *'°m'  ""?  •*"  r  ''°™  »e"°"  Q""''^"-    Even  most  of 
the  Green  Mountain  Boys  had  gone  home. 

mand  of' M'"-'"'^w'n''  'T"«  ®'-  "^°''°'«  "^^'^'^  ""o  com- 
mand of  Mannus  Willett  of  New  York,  intrusting  the  gov- 

sp mt  of  a  law.g,ver  who  was  to  regenerate  the  province,  making 
a  declaration  that  on  his  return  he  would  call  a  convention  of 
the  Canadian  people,  Montgomery,  with  artillery  and  .rovi- 
8.0ns,  embarked  three  hundred  men,  and  on  the  thirf  of  De  -em 
ber  made  a  junction  with  Arnold.    "The  famine-proof  veter- 

prr;dedir'\f "'"".""'  ^^™"'>-«-  -  ■"»•>-,  wr^ 
paraded,  to  hear  their  praises  from  the  lips  of  the  hero  who 

style  of  disciplme  From  the  public  stores  which  he  had 
taken  they  received  clothing  suited  to  the  terrible  clhnate  • 
a«d  about  noon  on  the  fifth  the  army,  composed  of  less  th^n  ^ 

wor/rr"''^.'™°P^'""l  "  ™lanteer  regiment  of  about 
two  hundred  Canadians,  appeared  before  Qnebtc,  which  had  a 

Z^^&2r^r    l""^  Provisionsforeightmoaths.    There 
con  d  therefore  be  no  hope  of  its  capture  but  by  storm  and 

thirty-firet  of  December,  the  assault  must  be  made  within 
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of  a..oton,  Sett fr^r"^  ™""  -"^'^^^  «•"% 
ence  with  the  citkltnod     '         ""^  '''"''  "'  '=""^P<"'* 

gabions  and  the  inte^  ic!f  of  Th«  f  ^""""^  '''^  ^™'™'  "'° 
snow;  and  on  this  wZ!T/    *''°/''^™'=^  ^i-"  Alkd  with 

the  in  tens    cold     ola  e  to/",r1'  "^''^  ^""'  '"^'^''^  » 
finished  »  flnj  nf  ♦  fifteenth,  the  day  after  the  woric  was 

nnisned,  a  flag  of  tmeo  was  again  sent  toward  tlie  wall  h„tZ 
governor  would  "hold  no  parley  with  rXu       M.  '. 

w^>  hayone.  hatehets,  andlnl^-,:  """l^n  L^ste' 

.j.&h:-r:r-jK^^ 

IJ^^^hlTd'rfiLt^r---^^ 

str«  ei    dZtrr""  ^"'^'-  •"'"^"^  -'°  the  umon  and 
to  attend  a  failure."  consequences  are  Ukely 
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One  day  the  general,  accompanied  by  his  aide-de-camp. 

Maepherson,  went  out  to  meditate  on  "the  spot  where  Wolfe 

had  fallen,  iightmg  for  England  in  friendship  w.th  America." 

lie  had  lost  the  ambition  which  once  sweetened  a  military 

hfe,  and  a  sense  of  dnty  was  now  his  only  spring  of  action:  if 

the  Americans  should  continue  to  prosper,  he  wished  to  return 

to  the  retired  hfe  m  which  he  alone  found  delight;  but,  said 

he  "should  the  scene  change,  I  shall  be  always  ready  to  con- 

tnbute  to  the  public  safety."    And  his  last  message  to  his 

brother-in-law  was:    "Adieu,   my  dear    Robert;   may   your 

happy  talents  ever  be  directed  to  the  good  of  mankind  " 

As  the  time  for  the  assault  drew  near,  three  captains  in 
Arnold  s  battalion  showed  mutinous  disa^ection.    In  the  even- 
ing of  the  twenty-third,  Montgomery  repaired  to  their  quar. 
ters  and  m  few  words  gave  them  leave  to  stand  aside;  "he 
woud  compel  none;  he  wanted  with  him  no  persons  who 
went  mth  rehictance.''    His  words  recalled  the  officers  to  their 
duty,  but  the  mcident  hurried  him  into  a  resolution  to  attempt 
gammg  Quebec  before  the  first  of  January.    At  sundown  of 
Christmas  he  reviewed  Arnold's  battalion  at  Morgan's  quarters, 
and  addressed  them  witl    spirit;  after  which  a  council  of  wa^ 
agreed  upon  a  night  attack  on  the  lower  town.     Their  inten- 
tion was  revealed  by  a  deserter,  so  that  every  preparation  wa. 
made  against  a  surprise ;  two  thirds  of  the  garrison  lay  on  their 
arm8;_m  the  upper  town,  Carleton  and  others  not  on  duty 
dept  m  their  clothes;   in  the  lower,  volunteer  pickets  kept 
^:  and  they  all  w  shed  ardently  that  the  adventurous  at- 
tempt  might  not  be  delayed. 

„,»7„'"'  uf  *  i,  't  "'^"'J'-«='=«'  ™  clear,  and  so  cold  that  no 
mm  could  handle  his  arms  or  scale  a  wall.    The  evening  of  the 

but,  a  the  sky  soon  cleared  up,  the  genei-al,  who  was  tender  of 
their  hves,  called  them  back,  choosing  to  wait  fertile  shelter 
of  clouds  and  darkness. 

winaT  •''■^ "'^i.f^°, *''^  "■■  ™  '""""''  "-"J  a  "JW  '^O'^terly 
wind  brightened  the  sky.  On  the  thirtieth  a  snow-storm  from 
the  north-east  set  in.  But  a  few  hours  more  of  the  oH  y^ 
remamed,  and  with  it  the  engagement  of  many  of  his  troo^ 
would  expire.    Orders  were  therefore  given  for  the  troops  to 
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be  ready  at  two  o'clock  of  tliA  f^n     • 
they  might  recognise  oLanlaer'T°^u'°''"'"="'"  "^^  '^' 
a  piece  of  ^Ut^^apZu^^' ^^,  ^l^'  ™™  "  '^'^  '^^ 
EEiY  oit  DEATH."  ^  °'  *''™  '"'oto:  "Lm- 

John's  gate,  on  the  sttWrir,    ^  'P^^^  ''^'"'o  St 
nnder  Bro™  were  to  wf:  '''"'' "<»»P»y  of  Americans 

whei^tiaewalllcTssonft  W       rT?'  "^  ^ape  Diamond, 

at  the  proper  tCwr'    C:  eSs^rt^  "^^ 
ginning  tbo  real  attaolis  on  tl,„ 7        !  '  ®  ''S"*^  *°f  ^ 

the  west  and  norft  under  W  T"™' "°'^^'- ^^o'"  from 
east.  If  suocesX  Cw  ^r'^""^"'^  &<>■"  the  sonth  and 
Preecot  gate.  '  """'''  "'^^'  ^  """"tain  street,  near 

threlbXllolt  fedX?"T'1-  T  P^^'^  '-  *- 
ters  at  Holland  n^^'lfwZ':ctT^':  f-mhcad.,„a. 
miles  farther  along  the  shore     In  «»' T**  ,*^""''""'*  *™ 
obliged  to  serambl?  np  ste  Ll^Tc rre"  I.Tt  "^J  ^"^ 
snow,  and  then,  with  a  precipice  on  11^1^*0  eTdoT  °* 
nfteen  or  twenty  feet     TTin  ,xr-  j      i  .  ,    ^    '  ^  ^^^°  ^own 
blew  fnrionsly  fn  «Sr  f^ces  5  ^^.-^  T-f  ^'^^  "^  "-«■' 
could  not  endure  •  their  rn»w    .        ®        '  """^  *«  ^^^ 
into  little  lump  'o         ZTt  tt"  ™''  ''^^  '™^^"'  ^™'' 
-|g^.  not  toV  and^o^l^'::  tpTeir'^r^-^  '^ 

Macpberson  and  Bnrr  pnshe/^n     viT^   .       "'des-de-camp, 
Cheesman.ecompan;S^,C::^^tfSrr^^ 

i2  were  not  wLh  hi  '  T^  IF''  ""''''"' '  '««'  "'^  M- 
we.  the  fet  Ilat  ente^d  thf„ndS;r  "'  ^'^^"'^ 
between  the  rock  and  the  pickete  which  1  *■'  ^'"^  "" 
to  saw  and  wrench  away  \VMe  ?'  ^'  "^P""""^  ""g™ 
huny  up  the  troon,  S,  ""^"^  ''^  =<"'*  back  to 

paa  befoi^bim     It  w    ^""""^  """"  ^"'^'""^  *»  "^"^  the 

the  river^^  fpi  J  iHn  7'  """"•'I  '^^'"°'  *=^"»8  "^7  *o 

scarped  Xanf  „±C  *!  °"^  "''^'.  -^  ^^ut  in  by  the 

yor^-'ao""^"*  "™  ™  "«■  »"*».  *>  that  not 
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more  than  five  or  six  persons  could  walk  abreast ;  a  house, 
built  of  logs  and  extending  on  the  south  nearly  to  the  river, 
with  loopholes  for  musketry  and  a  battery  of  two  three-pound- 
ers, intercepted  the  passage.  It  was  held  by  a  party  consisting 
of  thirty  Canadians  and  eight  British  militia  men  under  John 
Coffin,  with  nine  seamen  as  cannoneers  under  Barnsfare,  the 
master  of  a  transport.  The  general  listened,  and  heard  no 
sound  ;  but  lights  from  lanterns  on  the  Plains  of  Abraham,  as 
well  as  the  signal  rockets,  had  given  the  alarm ;  and  in  the 
morning  twilight,  through  the  storm,  his  troops  were  seen  in 
full  march  from  Wolfe's  Cove.  At  their  approach  to  the  bar- 
rier where  Coffin  commanded,  the  sailors  stood  at  their  guns 
with  lighted  linstocks. 

Montgomery  waited  till  about  sixty  men  had  joined  him 
inside  of  the  row  of  pickets  ;  then  exclaiming,  "  Men  of  New 
York,  you  will  not  fear  tc  follow  where  your  general  leads ; 
push  on,  brave  boys !  Quebec  is  ours  !  "  he  pressed  forward  at 
■double  quick  time  to  carry  the  battery.  As  he  appeared  on 
a  little  rising  in  the  ground,  at  a  distance  of  fifty  yards  or  less 
from  the  mouths  of  the  cannon,  which  were  loaded  with  grape- 
ehot,  Barnsfare  discharged  them  with  deadly  aim.  Aaron 
Burr,  who  showed  personal  bravery  and  good  conduct,  escaped 
unhurt ;  Montgomery,  his  aid  Macpherson,  the  young  and  gal- 
lant Cheesman,  and  ten  others  fell  dead ;  Montgomery  from 
three  wounds.  "With  him  the  soul  of  the  expedition  fled. 
Donald  Campbell,  who  assumed  the  command  of  the  Yorkers, 
seeing  no  chance  of  success,  ordered  an  immediate  retreat, 
which  was  effected  without  further  loss. 

On  the  north-western  side  of  the  lower  town  Arnold  led 
twice  as  many  troops  as  followed  Montgomery.  The  path 
along  the  St.  Charles  had  been  narrowed  by  masses  of  ice 
thrown  up  from  the  river ;  and  the  battery  by  which  it  was 
commanded  might  have  raked  every  inch  of  it  with  grape- 
shot,  while  their  flank  was  exposed  to  musketry  from  the 
walls.  As  they  reached  Palace  gate,  the  bells  of  the  city  were 
rung,  the  drums  beat  a  general  alarm,  and  the  cannon  began  to 
play.  The  Americans  ran  along  in  single  file,  holding  down 
their  heads  on  account  of  the  storm,  and  covering  their  guns 
with  their  coats.    Lamb  and  his  company  of  artillery  followed 
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with  a  flold-pieee  on  a  slprl  •  fi.o  «  u    • 

doned,  but  ho  aud  hi"  men  til        f  ^'^T""  ^^"^  ^oon  aban- 

The  fl«t  barricade  ™  ^t  thel  ",/''  T""- 
rock  which  left  little  sdI^  hi         "f  ""  ^''*<''°''  "  in'ting 
Pi^eipice.    Near  a,;  sit  A™nn  ™  ""'  "™^  ^"^^  »d  the 
a  muskotball    andl^  T  v*"^  '""""^'^  '°  *«  %  by 
whofo^odtL™  rZ'df  *?;^<','  •""  M-g-'s  men^ 
into  them,  while  o2"trlT''^  *"  '"''  Port-hoiesand  fired 
terfield  th^  ^oli^^'^^ri^T''  "  •  ^''  ^'■^'^  P- 
took  its  captain    ndT^d  ™  !         '  T'''^  *^ '''''<''-^' -"d 
tended  only  by  his  If".?  '^    °°'"-    ^"'  ^fo'-g"'  was  at. 
It  was  still  ve^ Irk. lelnT""^  "".^  "  ^"'^  P^^^^'vaniana. 
of  the  defences  of   he  to,™     r^  ^"^''  "■"■  ''^  ''"^'^  »»«•"« 
with  frost  and  idol  s  th J^m  Jw      1  °^  '^'  ™"  ^'^''^  ''"'^ 
glow  of  attack  be«n  to  .  1  T  ^^, """'"''  '"  «"^  ^*»™-    The 
tion  to  appe^     IHX,^"^''  "^^  "'^  ^'^"^  of  their  posi! 

and  Mei^fso  tha^Jhte    rjTleLT;'  "if  ^rf'  ^'^-' 
in  the  town,  who  all  presaTon  inTJ'         ^""'^^'^  Americana 
ond  barricade,  at  the^'l      >        """"^  ^^  '»  ""^  «««• 
street,  where  the  defenctr^  T^f"^  "^  ®"""  ""  Matelot 
Under  the  diree'o^of  G^nfw  "" '^  ""'' '»  *^^  "™^- 
cany  them.    With  a  rocelonde;  fh?!     "'1  ™~  ""'^^  *» 
gancheez^don  his  rSen  t/tro    rr''r'^'''M<'- 
field  and  a  few  othere  in  IL'  /"V^^^    "'^"'  '"'"  P»rter- 
ladde,^,  it  was  on  y  to  1  '    i      ',  '^''^  '"='»''«''  '"^^  ^•'aling. 
pared  t^  reeeTve  tLu  rh  I^'of ,      "''  "™  "'  ^'-P'  P^ 
down.    Here  was  tClSZ^fTr^'  *^^''"''  '^^P^^ 
exposed  in  the  narrow^If/      ,  '  *''  assailants  were 

both  sides;   some  orthtoffi!  '^'''^  ^""  """"''  » 

their  clothe  ;  others  fel  ti°  ^"'l  ''''""^  '"^''  ^ 
by.  Some  few  lcan„, '  ^''!,"'r™*  fo'"  ''ofeat  soon  went 
^ear  daylight:  Zf^X'^-' ^^o-'-  «'•  ^-^arle. 
ehelter  in  houses  of  rf™„  f  luorea  ot  the  Americans  took 
then  that  Heni-icks  t^  if  ""^  "'^'t  ^'^  <="""  ^'^^  It  was 
the  heart.  '  "'"'^  """'"S  '^'^  ^^0.  was  shot  through 

of  1::^T  BThis-Zet^J  1'  'V"'''  '^'"»*  "^^  p-'^ 

men,  sallied  froC  Pate^tetX        ''  ^'"^  '"°  ""^^ 
pany  was  found  .vJ^"  ^  Z  "'"''  ^^'^^"''^  com- 

■  '"'"  '"'^o  Paraes,  each  of  which  suo- 
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cessively  surrendered,  leaving  "  the  flower  of  the  rebel  army  " 
"  cooped  up  "  within  the  town.  Morgan  proposed  that  they 
should  cut  their  way  through  their  enemies;  but  it  had  be- 
come impracticable;  and,  after  maintaining  the  struggle  till 
the  last  hope  was  gone,  at  ten  o'clock  they  gave  themselves  up. 
To  the  captives  Carleton  proved  a  humane  and  generous 
enemy.  The  loss  of  the  British  was  inconsiderable ;  that  of 
the  Americans,  in  killed  or  wounded,  was  about  sixty  ;  in  pris- 
oners, between  three  and  four  hundred. 

"When  the  battle  was  over,  thirteen  bodies  were  found  at 
the  place  now  Imown  as  Pres-de-Yille.  That  of  Cheesman, 
whose  career  had  been  brief  but  gallant,  had  fallen  over  the 
rocks.  In  the  pathway  lay  Macpherson,  the  pure-minded, 
youthful  enthusiast  for  liberty,  as  spotless  as  the  new-fallen 
snow  which  was  his  Avinding-sheet ;  full  of  promise  for  war, 
lovely  in  temper,  dear  to  the  army,  honored  by  the  afEection 
and  confidence  of  his  chief.  There,  too,  by  his  side,  lay  Rich- 
ard Montgomery,  on  the  spot  where  he  fell.  At  his  death  he 
was  in  the  first  month  of  his  fortieth  year.  He  was  tall  and 
slender,  well-limbed,  of  a  graceful  address,  and  a  strong  and 
active  frame.  He  could  endure  fatigue,  and  all  changes  and 
severities  of  climate.  His  judgment  was  cool,  though  he  kin- 
dled in  action,  imparting  sympathetic  courage.  Never  negli- 
gent of  duty,  never  avoiding  danger,  discriminating  and  en- 
ergetic, he  had  the  power  of  conducting  free  men  by  their 
voluntary  love  and  esteem.  An  experienced  soldier,  ho  was 
well  versed  in  letters  and  in  natural  science.  In  private  life, 
he  was  a  good  husband,  brother,  and  son,  an  amiable  and  faith- 
ful friend.  He  overcame  difficulties  which  others  shunned  to 
encounter.  Foes  and  friends  paid  tribute  to  his  worth.  The 
governor,  lieufonant-governor,  and  council  of  Quebec,  and  all 
the  principal  officers  of  the  garrison,  buried  him  and  his  aide- 
de-camp,  Macpherson,  with  the  honors  of  war. 

At  the  news  of  his  death,  "  the  city  of  Philadelphia  was  in 
tears ;  every  person  seemed  to  have  lost  his  nearest  friend." 
Congress  proclaimed  for  him  "  their  grateful  remembrance,  re- 
spect, and  high  veneration ;  and,  desiring  to  transmit  to  future 
ages  a  truly  worthy  example  of  patriotism,  conduct,  boldness 
of  enterprise,  insuperable  perseverance,  and  contempt  of  dan- 
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ger  and  death,"  thev  reim^  ,  ™    1 1 

of  Eiclmrd  uLtgZ^^f     "'^"''"  '"'"""°^°'  "to  the  glory 

the  Ssts::  s-'r  ""T " "  "'"'^■7  "'■-f- 1- 

late  war,  wopt  proWlv  ^.7       '"^''''"  fellow-soldier  in  the 

glorj,,  when  Canada  w,,sc™:e"dln:V   "'7^'"'' 
«P  the  British  commandos  in  J  *""'  ""''  ^oWing 

tribntetohissnperirme™s  i  h'""' H"?'^^"''  "  «'»™g 
condition  of  the  ci«-h    A '      ^      ™'*  '^"'*<'  contrasted  the 

aUnt  „p  within  aeSetoTn  of  T?'  ''^"^<''  ""'g--"'  -" 
of  the  hero  who  inZe  camnail  f  "f "'  "'*''  ""^  "«'™'"»'» 
Canada.     "  I,"  renliod  n"T  f  ""  """q^cred  two  thirds  of 

death  of  MonVrn^^'J'rlrr  r  -"--'-gthe 
tteyVe  undone  his  eonntrv  TrJ  ,  '™' ™  '"«  ^''^'■'». 
was  humane,  he  was  gene  o'us  •  but7,n"™'  '"=  "^  *'"'  ^o 
able,  humane,  and  goferounLl"  T^  T  ""i^  "  ''"'™' 
torted  Fox,  "is  no  certain  m.^i  j-  "  '''™  °*  '^K"  re- 
om  of  libo^y,  the  savlTra  of  tt  ^'^''°'-  '^'"^  g"^"'  ^^t- 
mankind  in  all  aZZeHl      TT^'  ^'^  h'='"=f«'tors  of 

constitution  which    nables  usi  tf  I^^'"-    ^'^  -^  the 
lion."  '■'  "'  to  8.t  m  this  honse  to  a  rebel- 

>.i»' tC^rC^?^-^'  r^.*  '■'^  '-  of  all  that  W 
world.  ™^S  '•"^""'O'  -""l  the  eulogies  of  the 
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ADVANCING  TOWAKD   INDEPENDENCE. 

Last  Months  of  1T75-Makcii  1Y76. 

A  steady  current  drifted  the  country  toward  a  closer  union 
and  independence.     The  British  government  refused  to  treat 
with  the  general  congress.     The  American  colonies,  if  they 
mean  to  make  their  resistance  effectual,  must  confine  their  in- 
tercourse with  the  British  government  exclusively  to  the  rep- 
resentatives of  the  colonics  in  union.     In  New  Jersey  the  as- 
sembly granted  the  usual  annual  support  of  the  royal  govern- 
ment, and  then  considered  the  draft  of  a  separate  address  to 
the  king ;  but,  as  that  mode  of  action  tended  to  insulate  the 
provinces,  Dickinson,  Jay,  and  Wythe  were  sent  by  the  gen- 
eral congress  to  Burlington,  to  dissuade  from  the  measure.    Ad- 
mitted to  the  assembly  on  the  fifth  of  December,  Dickinson 
invited  them  to  wait  and  find  an  answer  in  the  conduct  of  the 
parliament  and  the  administration.     "  After  Americans  were 
put  to  death  without  cause  at  Lexington,"  said  he,  "  had  the 
new  continental  congress  drawn  the  sword  and  thrown  away 
the  scabbard,  all  lovers  of  liberty  would  have  applauded.     To 
convince  Britain  that  we  will  fight,  an  army  has  been  formed 
and  Canada  invaded.     Success  attends  us  everywhere ;  the  Ca- 
nadians fight  in  our  cause ;  so  that  we  have  nothing  to  fear  but 
from  Europe,  which  is  three  thousand  miles  distant.    Until  this 
controversy,  the  strength  and  importance  of  our  country  were 
not  known ;  united  it  cannot  be  conquered.    Should  Britain  be 
unsuccessful  in  the  next  campaign,  France  will  not  sit  still. 
Nothing  but  unity  and  bravery  will  bring  Britain  to  terms ; 
separate  petitions  we  sliould  avoid,  for  they  would  break  our 


1!f 


sp.  r^. ;  on.  zx. 


im-mc.  ADVANCITO  TOWAED  IXDEPEroMOE.  gn 

j^,  uoi  petitions,  are  our  only  means  of  eafetv  "  w„ti,„  « 
Virginia  spoke  to  the  same  OTrpose-  andthe'w.!^^  "f 
-emb^,•  of  New  Jo«e,  eonfoLe'To'thTi^  a^lr"-^? »"'' 

but  ineffective  fiToa  tt  t    t-  '  '"'^'  '''P'  "P  "  ^^''J 

removin..  tw.!  •  I      °*"'S  P^^rty,  who  succeeded  in 

I  wl^  ferS"?,  "t'T-P"""'^"  "*  'l^-'  «"!'«er 

begar.frr  ::tt:  ttrrr "°"" '""""'  ^"^  ^^'^' ^ 

Congress,  on  the  sixth  of  Octohpr   nnrio.  +14- 
general  resolution,  advised  the  a^T  "on  •    n  tl^2  1  " 
seventh,  when  his  arrest  was  imminent  he  fw/     f!  ^  ^" 

of  John  Morin  W  ;  /^^  """g^^.  <>n  tlo  motion 

^araL^^^TncSlr^  th%S^^^^ 
union : "  on  motion  n-f  Tif .   i        ii  feiunous  plan  o±  Amencan 
'     ^"^  ™°*'^^  of  Macdongall,  they  confirmed  the  deh'Tv 
erative  powers  of  the  continental  confess-  a^d  thev  ff  ^ 
hshed  a  committee  of  safety  wit],  fnll  .f    .'  ^    ^^ 

the  colonv     TT,o  ^         i    •^'  executive  powers  within 

b/toTarn  J    /?'''^  '""^''^^  ^^^^  ^^^^«*^'«^  to  Lord  Stir. 
11  om  i>ew  Jersey,  and  to  encamp  the  rest  of  tho  -NT^^r  iv. 
troops  contiguous  to  New  York      Aided  hv  -    i     I  r  ""'^ 

c^^^^SSnT-"^'-™-"^--^^ 

dwe  t  in  the  valley  of  the  Mohawk  river  prSTo  Zul 

dred  Hi^tl    '  "^  \     '  compelled  between  two  and  three  hun- 
dred Highlanders  to  ground  their  arms  in  front  of  his  forZ 
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In  tlio  two  followinn;  days  Tlorklmnr  cntn])lotc(l  tlio  disaraia- 
mcnt  of  the  disalToctud.  Schuyler  and  his  party  roeeivud  tho 
approbation  of  congroas. 

British  nion-of-war  wcro  nuustors  of  tho  hay  and  tho  harbor 
of  New  York,  tlio  Kast  rivcM-,  and  Iludson  river  bolow  tho 
IHghlaiids;  ncitlier  iStaton  ]Hland  Tior  Long  Jshuid  could  pre- 
vent (ho  landing  of  IJritish  troops;  tho   possesFion  of   Long 
Island  would  give  tho  command  of  JVIanhattan  Taland.     Tho 
colony  of  Now  York,  guided  by  men  of  liigh  ability,  conrngo, 
and  purity,  had  pursued  a  system  of  moderation,  at  first  from 
a  desire  to  avoid  a  revolution,  if  it  could  be  done  without  a 
Burrendcr  of  Americafa  rights;  and,  when  that  hope  failed, 
with  the  ])urpoao  of  making  it  manifest  to  all  tliat  indepen- 
dence w;us  adopted  from  nei-essity.     It  was  wise  to  delay  the 
outbreak  of  hostilities  till  warlike  stores  could  be  imported. 
Under  a  sort  of  truce  the  British  men-of-war  were  not  fired 
upon ;  and  in  return  vessels  laden  with  provisions  to  jjurchaso 
powder  in  St.  Eustatius  went  and  carao  without  question. 

Tho  declaration  of  independence   by  tho  united  colonics 
was  prepared  in  tho  convictions  of  all  tho  American  people. 
The  many  are  more  sagacious,  disinterested,  and  courageous 
tlian  the  few.     Language  Wiia  their  creation;  tho  scienco  of 
ethics,  as  tho  woi-d  implies,  is  deduced  from  their  conscience ; 
law  itself,  as  the  greatest  jurists  have  perceived,  is  moulded 
by   their  nature ;   the  poet  imbodies  in  words  their  oracles 
and  their    litanies;    tho    philosopher  draws    ideal    thoaght 
from  tho  storehouse  of  their  mind ;  tho  national  heart  is  tho 
homo  of  high,  enduring  designs.     The  people,  whose  spirit  far 
outran  conventions  and  congresses,  had  grown  weary  of  atro- 
phied institutions.     Instead  of  continuing  a  superstitious  rev- 
erence for  tho  sceptre  and  the  throne,  as  tho  symbols  of  order, 
they  yearned  for  a  system  resting  directly  on  the  eternal,  un- 
changeable rule  of  right. 

Reid,  among  Scottish  metaphysicians,  and  Chatham,  the 
foremost  of  British  statesmen,  had  discovered  in  common  sense 
the  criterion  of  morals  and  truth ;  tho  common  sense  of  tho 
people  claimed  its  right  to  sit  in  judgment  on  tho  greatest 
question  ever  raised  in  the  political  world.  Tho  people  were 
more  and  more  possessed  with  a  silent,  meditative  feeling  of 
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inilopcrulonco.    Their  nh]  »fv..r.r      r     t-.     , 

■nouat  nil  tl,„  k,  ™  ,tl  !  ,  r  "    r  ''"^"'"''  '°'""™<'  P»">- 
the  col„„ic.,,  as  tLo",!!  Xl    '     T     " '        """"  ''"'"''''•    ^U 

lo..«or  ,l,„„,t  tl,  rcwl  I  7''      7  "'V""''  ""^  »""'d  -o 

In  N„vo„,bi  1'V.udd  „     ::;^,1  7'  '"  """-i!  1""  "■<>  pro-. 

Pco,,lo  „f  A,„orica  i„  favo,  „  ^-  '  ."""  ""  "I'l*"' '»  "'o 
<Jo,,o„d„„cc..  iloZTZ,  '"",'■'",''•■""  ''^•'='"™"°»  »f  "'- 
ago ;  tl,o  »„„  „f  „  Q  ral  .  "f  N;';f  'V'""  ""-J-  forty  ^ea™  of 
i"  the  faith  of  Gcoto  'ox  1,!^  .  '!',  ^"*^''""^'  '"•»"«'"  "P 
land  where  he  could  W.!,  T'  "'"  ""'^  '^''''""l  '■■  Eng- 

now  to  assert.  I  had  100^-"  A  °  !'"""'''™  ^■'"'='' '»  *» 
M-oar;  but  in  1  at  1„  'LjT"""' l™"'' "'°'''' *- 
l'Vanldi„.ltitteuI,ou,c,c";,„  IVr'TA'^;'  "'°  "-"^'"'^  "^ 
when  finished,  was  «l.owu'tTSlf" W  .t'",™'  ""  "™^' 
«ol  Adams,  and  to  iJonianm,  I  '  '"/''"onJ'Ouso,  to  Sam- 

of  Common  s™..        ^  ^""''''  """  ""^''  &"o  it  the  title 

"In  the  cai-Iy  ages  of  the  world"  so  if  »,. 
"mankind  were  e<iual<-  tl,„  i     .i  '^'^  rcaeonod, 

l>y  kings,  which  the  vtl'o  h  a"  ""/""■"^'""=''  g"ven,m„nt 
con  and  the  pronher  sl  '^''"'"'".>''  ■«  "ared  by  Gid- 
tary  suceessiofmfg  t  ^Z'^r"'','  'T^''""''^  "-""I- 
™p.e  or  a  fool.    EnlundhT,  ""^  Sovorament  of  a 

archs,  but  groaned  benltb  n  ,  f"™  """"^  ^^^  good  mon- 
-■nce  the  eo^ucst  h,  wW  ,  h""'"?,  '"T  "™''^'  "^  '»<•  ones 
eight  civi,  wl  anX^ct      '^itl'Tn^r  '^"^  'T 

andZeXtxnz  tsW  "r^"  ^"^-^ 

appeal  was  the  choice  of  1^1-  t,   '  "'°  "=™'^»*i  the 

eepted  the  ehallongr  ^' '"''  "">  <^"""'«'°'  l-atU  ac- 

notZ'X  oTrcttvT  "  r""  "'  ^^^'^'  -orth.    'Tia 
a  crty,  a  county,  a  province,  or  a  kingdom, 
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but  of  a  continent,  of  at  least  one  eighth  part  of  the  liabitablo 
globe.  'Tis  not  the  concern  of  a  day,  a  year,  or  an  ago ;  pos- 
terity are  involved  in  it,  even  to  the  end  of  time. 

"  Euroj)o,  and  not  England,  is  the  parent  country  of  Amer- 
ica: this  new  world  hath  been  the  asylum  for  the  persecuted 
lovers  of  civil  and  religions  liberty  from  every  part  of  Europe ; 
wo  claim  brotherhood  with  every  European  Christian,  and  tri- 
umph in  the  generosity  of  the  sentiment. 

"  Much  hath  been  said  that  Britain  and  the  colonies,  in 
conjunction,  might  bid  defiance  to  the  worid.     What  have  wo 
to  do  with  setting  the  worid  at  defiance?     Our  plan  is  com- 
merce ;  and  that  will  secure  us  the  friendship  of  all  Europe. 
It  is  tho  true  interest  of  America  to  steer  clear  of  European 
contentions,  which  she  never  can  do  while  by  her  dependence 
on  T?ritain  she  is  the  makeweight  in  the  scale  of  British  politics. 
"  The  distance  at  which  tho  Almighty  hath  placed  England 
and  America  is  a  strong  and  natural  proof  that  the  authority 
of  the  one  over  tho  other  was  never  tho  design  of  heaven. 
They  belong  to  different  systems-England  to  Europe,  Amer- 
lea  to  Itself.     Everything  short  of  independence  is  leaving  the 
sword  to  our  children. 

"Nothing  but  a  continental  form  of  government  can  keep 
the  peace  of  the  continent  inviolate  from  civil  wars.     The  colo- 
nics have  manifested  such  a  spirit  of  good  order  and  obedi- 
ence to  continental  govenmient  as  is  sufficient  to  make  every 
reasonable  pci-son  easy  and  happy  on  that  head  ;  if  there  is  any 
tnie  cause  of  fear  respecting  independence,  it  is  becauQc  no  plan 
18  yet  laid  down.     Let  a  continental  conference  be  held,  to 
frame  a  continental  charter,  or  charter  of  the  United  Colonies. 
"All  men,  whether  in  England  or  America,  confess  that  a 
separation  between  tho  countries  will  take  place  on3  time  or 
other.     To  find  out  the  very  time,  we  need  not  go  far,  for  the 
time  hath  found  us.     The  present,  likewise,- is  that  peculiar 
time  which  never  happens  to  a  nation  but  once— the  time  of 
forming  itself  into  a  government. 

"  Nothing  can  settle  our  affairs  so  expeditiously  as  an  open 
and  detenuined  declaration  for  independence.  While  wo  pro- 
fess ourselves  the  subjects  of  Britain,  we  must,  in  tho  eyes  of 
foreign  nations,  bo  considered  as  rebels.     A  manifesto  pub- 
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into  trade  witi,  tl.cm  wouM  J.  "'""  ''™'™  "^  <"""'•"« 

continent  tl,„„  „  ^J  Sm  ^7  T?  *^''"''  "''f™'«  *»  "'^ 

over™,,  with  ^pprel^'    TV     ,    '^,  ""I"'  "'  ""•'»'<'  ^orld  is 

given  l,cr  wling  to  de'lrt  'i"         •'*"?  ""''  ^'"S'""<'  ''■■•«' 
pare  ™  ^,^.I„„.  f„^,  °  ™S;  f'  '^™'vc  the  fugitive,  u„,l  pre 

The  pamphlet  "OoinmnTi  q^„     » 
"■'Bhtb  „f  J,u„„„„    „3"°"  t"*     ™/  P«Wi«I.ocI  on  tho 

Wasln-ngton  ean.o  to  rcTd  Z  ,       .''•■"■'"""™'  '"■"™d.     When 

tbat  in  1,is  opinion  M  PC   LSSt'd"  f'  ",  ""  """™ 
wrote  to  ln-9  friend  Ward  a  dX!^f  ^     'S,*^'"'-'"'-    Greene 

gross:  "r„r„HmeJr",n\hZ;;T'''',°''"^^'"'' '""«"- 
times  to  bleed  in  my  eonntry'  "  ft  "^  ''""''  ''"'^  »'  »" 
tiou  of  independenee,  and  t^l  .2 ',"  "'''Tr"''  ■■'  ''<=<='"'- 
God  ,vl,o  give,™  it  tTwi'Z  t"":''  """■  "'"  S^^=" 
rectitude  thereof  "    Join,  A   !  ,  '"^""™'J''  Propriety,  and 

areats  of  the  Idn.  hXZJ!  ,  "'  ''"""'•  S™™ing  the 
colonies  to  porsovf;  i^Cw  to  IlT"  '°,  "'^  «"^ '^"gland 
co.o^.  than  New  Vork  .0!^^;^^^'-  '^  "»  o'^or 

'iiceX  t^^s/dLfrrr  "'^r «"™'™"-'« - 

Ha,„pslnre%hicl,las  th  efiLVto  frJ  °™™""™  "^  ^'^ 
own,  disavowed  the  inten  i  "y^J;  "L'/r™ T"'  "'  '" 
eonntry,  and  merged  tlie  execti  J  ^  -^  ,  ""  ""=  P™"* 
of  «.o  legislature  only  dnrinl.^^  '"'"""':"  "'°  '""^  '^^-^hes 
Great  Britain     Tl,„  f    •  >  .^      l"  """atiiral"  contest  with 

ingiv  to  XJi::ct::iZT^!r''r'''''^ 

eleventh  of  January  hf,r„  .1,  ■    .    l-  "^f^ee,  but  on  tlio 

English  constitu^  ndffr  "do  «  rj V"  *'"  ^^"'^  "'  «'« 
»8«nl  to  any  propos  tfon  for  W,  T  *'°^"^  '"  ""'S^'^  '« 
confederation  >ndependence,  foreign  alliance,  or 
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"Tlio  tyrant  1"  Buid  tho  impatient  Samuel  Adorns,  as  ho 
read  the  proceed ingn  at  tiio  lato  opcninnr  of  parliament;  "his 
epccch  breathes  tho  most  malevolent  spirit,  and  detenuincs 
my  opinion  of  its  author  as  a  irum  of  a  wieked  heart.  I  havo 
heard  tliat  lie  is  his  own  minister ;  why,  then,  should  wo  cast 
tho  odium  of  distressing  mankind  upon  his  minions?  Guilt 
must  lie  ut  his  door;  divine  vengeanee  will  fall  on  his  head;" 
and,  with  tho  aid  of  Wythe  of  Virginia,  tho  patriot  set  vig- 
orously to  work  to  bring  on  a  confederation  and  independ- 
ence. 

On  the  day  after  the  ))ublication  of  "  Common  Sense,"  Wil- 
son came  to  congress  witli  tho  king's  speech  in  his  hand ;  and, 
quoting  from  it  tho  word.^  which  charged  tho  colonists  with 
aiming  at  a  separation,  ho  moved  tho  ai)i)ointment  of  a  com- 
mittee to  explain  to  their  constituents  and  to  tho  world  the 
princii)le3  and  grounds  of   their  opposition,  and  their  present 
intentions  respecting  independence.     Ho  was  strongly  sup- 
ported.    On  the  other  hand,  Sanuiel  Adams  insisted  that  con- 
gross  had  already  been  explicit  enough,  and  rallied  tho  bolder 
members,  in  tho  hope  to  defeat  the  proposal ;  but,  in  the  absence 
of  John  Adams,  even  his  colleagues,  Gushing  and  Paine,  sided 
with  Wilson,  and  tho  vote  of  Massachusetts  formed  a  part  of  his 
majority.     When  Cushing's  constituents  heard  of  his  waver- 
ing, they  elected  Elbridge  Gerry  in  his  place ;  at  the  moment, 
Samuel  Adams  repaired  to  Franklin.     In  a  free  conversation, 
these  two  great  sons  of  Boston  agreed  tliat  confederation  must 
be  speedily  brought  on,  even  though  the  concurrence  of  every 
colony  could  not  be  obtained.     "If  none  of  tho  rest  will  join," 
said  Samuel  A.dams  to  Franklin,  "  I  will  endeavor  to  unite  the 
New  England  colonies  in  confederating."     "  I  approve  your 
proposal,"  said  Franklin ;  "  and,  if  you  succeed,  I  will  cast  in 
my  lot  among  you." 

On  tho  sixteenth,  Franklin,  who  best  knew  the  folly  of 
expecting  peace  through  British  commissioners,  endeavored  to 
get  a  day  lixed  for  the  consideration  of  his  plan  of  a  confed- 
eracy ;  but  he  was  opposed  by  Hooper,  who,  contrary  to  his 
own  wishes,  obeyed  the  instructions  of  North  Carolina,  and 
the  majority  was  against  him.  The  inexorable  malice  of  the 
king  and  his  officers  could  alone  impel  tho  thirteen  colonies  to 
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a  united  assertion  of  indopendenco.     It  soon  left  no  option  to 
the  oldest  and  largest  and  n.ost  populous  of  them  all    ^ 

ImL  I    ,T  (    "  "'"'  "'"  "o^mv^^  published  by  John 

IIo  t  at  Norfolk,  be  aent  on  shore  a  amall  party,  who  ifro  ,It 

'7  P-'o™  and  tho  materials  of  a  prlnUng^Jfteo"         ' 

York     tT      S        """■  '"'  l"^'^'^'''^"'  ^'^  f^""^-"!  in  Now 

3eeLr„:c.:s 

the  p,«s,  and  a  dangerous  example  tolheir  enemies.         ' 

.  J  i/'^f "'"        ""  '"'«''"  "''*  tl'°  defence  of  Ilamnton 
a  small  y.llage  at  the  end  of  the  islhmns  between  Yor7„ul' 

aers  into  Hampton  Roads  to  bnm  the  town     The  «,..r,l 
3ed  t^'v  '■'''  "'™'  """  «--g°  Nieho as,  who^eZ 

bS  J  ,        ™'  eun  fired  in  Virginia  against  the 

iintish ;  h,s  example  was  followed  bv  his  rartv     tL  T-ru 
on  that  day  vainly  attempted  to  land'  ZZluIl^:^, 

ntt^aftK  V?"  "■^"'  -^^^P"'*""  '°  Ham^on^Tho 
r„„  1  wf  }   f""'""  "■"""""^  "'''  ='«^<=k ;  tio  fire  if  the  rifl<^ 

Swed^:'of  treT'kfr—  "r"'  ''"^  '^^'  -- 

Tn  Tr„  1    J    "^'"'-    The  T  irgimans  lost  not  a  man. 

Dartmonth  h^d  ^"""""T^f ."»»  ^ken  at  his  word,  and  Lord 
iJartmonth  had  enjoined  »  him,  with  the  regnlare  whom  1,„ 

sons '"^  h  """  r™S  ^"*'"''  ""g^o^^-  ""d  otter  per- 

sons,   K,  bnng  together  "at  least  iorce  enough  to  withsld 

*  Dartmouth  to  Dunmore,  12  Julj  I'^'js,   Jig. 
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attacks,  if  not  to  reduce  the  colony  to  obedience."  He  ac- 
cordingl}'-  raised  the  king's  flag,  proclaimed  martial  law,  re- 
quired every  person  capable  of  bearing  arms  to  resort  to  his 
standard  under  penalty  of  forfeiture  of  life  and  property,  and 
declared  freedom  to  "  all  indented  servants,  negroes,  or  others, 
appertaining  to  rebels,"  if  they  would  "  ym  for  the  reducing 
the  colony  to  a  proper  sense  of  its  duty."  "I  hope,"  said  he, 
"  it  will  oblige  the  rebels  to  disperse  to  take  care  of  their  fami- 
lies and  property."  The  men  to  whose  passions  he  appealed 
were  either  convicts,  bound  to  labor  in  expiation  of  misdeeds, 
or  Africans,  some  of  them  freshly  imported.  They  formed  the 
majority  of  the  population  on  tide-water,  and  on  the  lonely 
plantations  dwelt  in  clusters  around  the  homes  of  their  oAvners. 
Dunmore  further  sent  for  the  small  detachment  of  regulars 
stationed  in  Illinois  and  the  North-west ;  authorized  John  Con- 
nolly to  raise  a  regiment  in  the  backwoods  of  Virginia  and 
Pennsylvania ;  commissioned  Mackee,  a  deputy  superintendent, 
to  raise  one  of  western  savages ;  and  directed  them  all  to  march 
to  Alexandria.  For  himself  he  undertook  to  "  raise  one  regi- 
ment of  wliite  people,  to  be  called  the  Queen's  Own  Loyal 
Virginia ;  the  other  of  negroes,  to  be  called  Lord  Dunmore's 
Ethiopian." 

Connolly  was  arrested  in  Maryland  in  November,  and  the 
movements  at  the  West  were  prevented.  The  general  con- 
gress promptly  invited  Virginia  to  institute  a  government  of 
her  own.  A  thrill  of  indignation  effaced  ;,  1  differences  of 
party.  William  Campbell  and  Gibson  stood  ready  to  march 
from  Fincastle  and  West  Augusta  with  rifle  companies  of  "  as 
fine  men  as  ever  were  seen."  In  the  valley  of  the  Blue  Ridge 
the  congregations  of  Germans,  quickened  by  the  preaching  of 
Muhlenberg,  were  eager  to  take  up  arms. 

The  Virginians  could  plead,  and  did  plead,  .;hat  "their 
assemblies  had  repeatedly  attempted  to  prevent  the  homd 
traffic  in  slaves,  and  had  been  frustrated  by  the  cruelty  and 
covetousness  of  English  merchants,  who  prevailed  on  the  king 
to  repeal  their  merciful  acts."  Had  Dunmore  been  undisputed 
master  of  the  country  when  he  attempted  to  enroll  the  negroes, 
a  social  revolution  might  '  ive  ensued.  An  appeal  to  them 
from  a  fugitive  governor  could  leave  no  permanent  trace. 
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were  imbodiodT  i^'.^Sa"'  *""=""  """""""^  ^'- 
rt»r?  """r"^  °f  «^fc'y  at  Williamsburg,  informed  of 

mmute-men,  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Woodford  T.T^ 
fend  the  inhabitants  of  the  low  country     Wifwl' 

s2  ""'"  f '^'""■'  ''^'^"^-»  STusticT'o    t  S 

l::fst;t  TthTLthTntf  r '''''''-  '"^™  -^  ^ 

some  dplnv  n  ""'  ^"'"'^  causeway.     After 

Sea™  '   o   T'  Tr  ■^'^  ^  ">  "*  ■«  attest  to  sar- 

oravest  o±  the  Yirgmiaus  rushed  to  the  treiiche<^     TIi«  .^ 

rifle-h'i11«  1,0  -f  11  A     1     .  i  .  '  *"^'  ^irvLck  with  many 

nfle  ball3  he  feQ  dead  within  a  few  steps  of  the  breastwork 
The  regulars  then  retreated,  after  a  struggle  of  aLiTw 
minutes,  losing  over  sixty  in  killed  and  wtnded"^^^^^^^^ 
buried  .,  the  y,>,inians  with  the  honors  due  t    UglZl^ 
In  the  folloMang  night  Leslie  abandoned  the  forfand  r^ 
otTZtTfi^^^^^^  ^--^  the\f^el'ti: 

ll^^lt^tTl^:':^  ^^^^-St^  *^-  wives  and 
'  "^  ^^'^'^  ^^'S^  property  behind  in  midwinter, 
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crowded  on  board  ships,  scantily  provided  with  oven  the  neces- 
saries of  life.  I'oor  people  and  runaway  negroes  were  huddled 
together,  without  comfort  or  even  pure  air. 

On  the  fourteenth,  Robert  IIowo,  from  North  Carolina, 
assumed  the  command  and  took  possession  of  Norfolk.  Just 
one  week  later  the  Liverpool  ship-of-war  and  the  brig  Maria 
were  piloted  into  the  harbor.  They  brought  the  three  thou- 
sand stand  of  arms,  with  which  Dunmore  had  promised  to  im- 
body  negroes  and  Indians  enough  to  reduce  Virginia.  Mar- 
tin of  North  Carolina  obtained  a  third  part  of  them. 

The  governor  sent  a  flag  of  truce  on  shore  to  inquire  if  he 
and  the  fleet  might  be  supplied  with  fresh  provisions,  and  waa 
answered  in  the  negative.  Showing  his  instrucuons  to  Belew, 
the  captain  of  the  Liverpool,  the  two  concurred  in  opinion 
tliat  Norfolk  was  *'  a  town  in  actual  rebellion,  accessible  to  the 
king's  ships ; "  and  they  prepared  to  carry  out  the  Idng's  in- 
structions for  such  "  a  case." 

On  New  Year's  day,  1770,  the  Kingfisher  was  stationed 
at  the  upper  end  of  Norfolk ;  a  little  below  her  the  Otter ; 
Belew,  in  the  Liverpool,  anchored  near  the  middle  of  the 
town ;  and  next  him  lay  Dunmore  ;  the  rest  of  the  fleet  was 
moored  in  the  harbor.  Bctv/een  three  and  four  in  the  after- 
noon a  severe  fire  was  begun  from  about  sixty  pieces  of  can- 
non. When  night  was  coming  on,  Dunmore  ordered  out  sev- 
eral boats  to  burn  warehouses  on  the  wharfs,  and  hailed  to 
Belew  to  set  fire  to  a  large  brig  which  lay  in  the  dock.  The 
vessels  of  the  fleet  emulated  each  other  in  sending  boats  on 
shore  to  spread  the  flames  along  the  river ;  and,  as  the  build- 
ings were  chiefly  of  pine  wood,  the  conflog'-ation,  driven  by  the 
wind,  spread  with  amazing  rapidity.  Mothers  with  little  ones 
in  their  arms  were  seen  by  the  glare,  running  to  get  out  of 
the  range  of  cannon-balls.  Several  times  the  British  attempted 
to  Lnd  with  artillery,  but  were  driven  back.  The  cannonade, 
with  but  one  short  pause,  was  kept  up  till  two  the  next  morn- 
ing. The  flames  raged  for  three  days,  till  four  fifths  of  the 
houses  were  reduced  to  ashes  and  heaps  of  ruins. 

In  this  manner  the  royal  governor  burned  the  best  of  the 
towns  in  England's  oldest  and  most  loyal  colony,  to  which 
Elizabeth  had  given  a  name,  Raleigh  devoted  his  fortune,  and 
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~alt.,  m  been  faithfu,  to  t.,o  iLeTt  iLJ  '"^'"^''  "°""- 

devastat  on  of  llhcrlwo',      „     ''"  "'f  "'"'  "'"  "'™""«"1 

one  inJfcolnble  bid'  :",,:r  '  "r  ","1"'°  """""-^  '" 
every  sense  of  yinZ'Ttt  T  •  "■'""''  "'^''™  '<«"  '» 
civilized  people  fro  „'  tb!  1?  ,'"«'  '''™''  '^''^'"8'"'^''  » 
tl.e  Virgi iia  eonve^tln  I  "T  ,  T^™""  ^™8"'-"  ^^'''™ 
flKt  of  liecember  eTl'  Li  '^  '"=""  '"  ^«™  f™"  ^o 
rogbnent,  ated^^sorvieo  "'"^  «*  Norfolk,  tbo  two 

wore  ordered  to  be  raiodor"  'TIT";-"!  ^^'en  more 
cleeted  colonel  •  tbot  ,1     A  T  "'  *''""=  ""«''  ^f"'™'-  ^''"^ 

i..i.eran  ^,^irzL:^::z  s  tt: ; -tt 
^=r.  t ';,;:  r;'  -•-^-nTone^ftetrSo:: 

fcongb  no  otber  way  wonld  tbe  king  allow  ber  to  W  for  rest' 
fli'nfc        1  •     ^'^O"''-^-     -^ii'"^  best  dependence  for  powder  inrl 
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polled  to  part  with  theirs  at  a  valuation  ;  for  blankets  the  gen- 
eral appealed  to  the  families  of  New  England,  asking  at  least 
one  from  each  household ;  the  nearer  villages,  in  their  town- 
mecting.-<,  encouraged  the  sujiply  of  wood  to  the  camp  by 
voting  a  bounty  from  the  town  treasuries. 

The  enlistments  for  the  new  army  went  on  slowly,  for  the 
New  England  men  were  disinclined  to  engagements  which 
would  take  them  far  from  home,  on  wages  to  bo  paid  irregu- 
larly and  tardily  and  in  a  constantly  depreciating  currency. 
For  want  of  funds  to  answer  the  accounts  of  the  connnissary 
and  quartermaster,  the  troops  were  forced  to  submit  to  a  re- 
duced allowance. 

Connecticut  soldiers,  whose  enlistment  expired  early  in 
December,  hastened  homo  so  soon  as  they  became  free ;  but 
others  of  their  colony  were  ready  to  take  their  places.  At  the 
call  of  the  colonial  governments,  three  thousand  men  from  the 
militia  of  Massachusetts  and  two  thousand  from  New  Ilamp- 
fihiro  had  repaired  to  the  camp  with  celerity,  and  cheerfully 
braved  "  the  want  of  wood,  barracks,  and  blankets."  The  forti- 
fications were  extended  to  Lechmere's  Point,  and  every  possi- 
ble landing-place  for  a  sallying  party  from  Boston  was  secured 
by  intrcnchmonts. 

On  the  first  day  of  January  1770,  the  tri-colored  Ameri- 
can banner,  not  yet  spangled  with  stars,  but  showing  thirteen 
stripes  of  alternate  red  and  Avhite  in  the  field,  and  the  united 
red  and  white  crosses  of  Saint  George  and  Saint  Andrew  on 
a  blue  ground  in  the  corner,  was  unfurled  over  the  new  con- 
tinental army  round  Boston. 

On  that  day  free  negroes  stood  in  the  ranks  by  the  side 
'of  white  men.  The  first  general  order  of  Ward  had  re- 
quired a  return,  among  other  things,  of  "the  complexion" 
<xf  the  soldiers ;  and  black  men,  like  others,  were  retained  in 
the  service  after  the  troops  were  adopted  by  the  continent. 
We  have  seen  Edward  Rutledge  defeated  in  his  attempt  to 
•compel  their  discharge ;  in  October,  the  conference  at  the 
•camp,  with  Franklin,  Harrison,  and  Lynch,  thought  it  proper 
to  exclude  them  from  the  new  enlistment ;  but  Washington, 
at  the  crisis  of  his  distress,  finding  that  they  were  very  much 
■dissatisfied  at  being  discarded,  reversed  the  decision,    and 
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asked  tI,o  approval  of  consrca.  That  body  appoh.tod  Wytl.o 
Sa  „„cl  Adan«,  and  Wikon  to  .loliborato  on  tho  nuctbn  ^ 
and,ou  tl,c.,r  report,  it  w,>,  decided  -'that  tl,e  C  .g  „"; 
vbo  had  .eryod  faithfully  in  the  army  at  Cambridge  S 
bo  re-enhs ted  therein,  but  no  „tl„™."  The  right  of  free 
"ogroes  to  Ae  part  in  the  defenee  of  the  cou«t.y1«vi„.  tZ 

«  lo.t  B,ght  o  ,  and  they  served  in  the  American  annies 
during  every  period  of  the  war. 

The  enlistmenb,  for  tho  army  of  Washington  were  em- 
torassed  by  the  want  of  funds;  he  eould  neither  pay  off  Z 

Janu,  ,y  J  <  ,fl  be  was  left  with  but  about  ten  thousand  dollare 
and  t  us  small  sum  was  held  as  a  reserve.    Tho  Massachuttte 
conned  was  authorized  to  lend  him  fifty  thousand  iTds 
and  ,t  was  left  to  Massachusetts,  with  the  aid  of  Rhode  llnd' 

^raClirt''"^"?''^^ °'  ^  "-■•  "!>  "•»  -'"b™  of 

luc  aimy  while  it  renuimcd  on  her  soil 

tran!i'ont'mri.,'f '"'°  ""'""  '^'"'  "  ""'^""^  "^  «'»™"»  ""1 
nstruction  There  was  a  dearth  of  bayonets,  a  w.ant  of  at 
least  two  thousand  muskets;  the  artillery  was  poor  and  w» 
elucfly  .a  gathering  from  accidental  sou4s.  Thcr  was  n^ 
sufflcent  store  of  powder;  for  .nombe,.  of  congress,  eaAr  to 
g.ye  profttable  occupation  to  ship-bnildem  a,„o„g  theif con" 
stjtucnts  reserved  what  little  was  obtained  for  the'use  of  71 

l!  n  "'''•"°'  ^  ^""^'""^  '"'  -''  I'rfo"'  "ore  ample 
tores  would  arnve;  and  W.uhington,  anxious  ».  he  was  "to 
>eep  above  water  in  the  esteem  of  mankind,"  was  compelled 

^rr  tf  ,r«!::*". '"- ''''""'-  "'^  ^''-''--  - ' 

At  the  moment  Avlien  he  was  left  with  not  half  so  many 

eerviccablc  troops  as  the  army  which  he  besieged,  the  chimney. 

orner  heroes  m  congress,  on  the  twenty-second  of  December 

nVf  .;  %    I  '     "^^  ''"f  ""^'^  '''''''''  ^^^^^^^  "authorized  him  to 

6une^ir"-"f  '^''  ^"^Jn^ation  of  inactivity,  he  answered  tho 
superior  civil  power:  "It  is  not  perhaps  in  the  pages  of  hii. 


!'^  i  .1 


M  nl 


il^'-^ 


t 


I        ■    f 


II 


i  m 


¥ 


324 


AMERICA  ARM3  FOR  SELF-DEFENCE,    ep.  hi.  ;  en.  xx. 


1     •  i- 


i 


tory  to  furnish  a  case  lito  ours :  to  maintain  a  post  witliiii 
musket-shot  of  tho  enemy  for  six  months  together  without 
powder,  and  at  the  same  time  to  disband  one  army  and  recruit 
another  witliin  that  distance  of  twenty  odd  British  regiments, 
is  more,  probably,  than  ever  was  attempted." 

On  tho  ninth  of  Febniary  he  wrote  to  the  president  of 
congress,  in  words  of  dignity  and  wisdom :  "  Tho  purport  of 
this  letter  will  be  directed  to  a  single  object.  Through  you 
I  mean  to  lay  it  before  congress,  and  at  the  same  time  that  I 
beg  their  serious  attention  to  the  subject,  to  ask  pardon  for 
intruding  an  opinion,  not  only  unasked,  but  repugnant  to 
their  resolves.  The  disadvantages  attendhig  tho  hmited  en- 
listment of  troops  are  too  apparent  to  those  who  are  eye- 
witnesses of  them  to  render  any  animadversions  necessary; 
but  to  gentlemen  at  a  distance  whose  attention  is  engrossed 
by  a  thousand  important  objects,  the  case  may  be  otherwise. 
This  cause  precipitated  the  fate  of  the  brave  Montgomery 
and  brought  on  the  defeat  which  followed.  Tha;,  wo  were 
not  at  one  time  obliged  to  dispute  these  lines  from  the  troops 
disbanding  of  themselves  before  the  militia  could  be  got  in, 
proves  that  General  ITowe  was  cither  unacquainted  with  our 
situation  or  restrained  by  his  instnictions.  Since  the  first  of 
December  we  never  have  been  able  to  act  upon  the  ollen- 
sive,  and  at  times  were  not  in  a  condition  to  defend ;  yet  the 
cost  of  marching  home  one  set  of  men  and  bringing  in  another 
amounts  to  near  as  much  as  the  keeping  up  a  respectable  body 
of  troops  the  whole  time,  ready  for  any  emergency.  To  this 
may  be  added  that  you  never  can  have  a  well-discipHned  army. 
To  make  men  well  acquainted  with  the  duties  of  a  soldier,  un- 
der proper  discipline  and  subordination,  requires  time,  and  in 
this  army,  where  there  is  so  little  distinction  between  the  offi- 
cers and  soldiers,  requires  an  uncommon  degree  of  attention. 
To  expect  the  same  service  from  raw  recruits  as  from  veteran 
soldiers  is  to  expect  what  never  did,  and  perhaps  never  will, 
happen.  Men  familiarized  to  danger  meet  it  without  shrink- 
ing ;  troops  unused  to  service  apprehend  danger  where  no  dan- 
ger is.  Men  of  a  day's  standing  grow  careless  of  their  anns, 
ammunition,  and  camp  utensils,  and  lay  us  under  fresh  expense 
for  every  fresh  set.    To  this  may  be  added  the  seasoning  which 
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now  recruits  must  have  to  a  camp,  aud  the  loss  consequent 
hereupon.  Withallduo  deferonco,  I  talce  tUe freedomr^^^e 
t  as  „y  op,mo„  that,  if  cougn.,,s  have  any  reason  to  belfeve 
that  here  wdl  be  occasion  for  troops  another  year,  and,  cons™ 
hlvel^LnTt"  ™''^""°"''  "'"^--""l  "ave'mone; Td 
tte  w(;  \T'  -n""  """^  f  """•='  '"  ""S»go  men  for  and  during 
Tt™  °  ^r«'  rf°  ""  "^''^  °^P'""S-  The  hazard 
same  ;  h,,/     ,  ?"    "?  """  "'•'"^  ""''  "•"^"8  ""o""^'  "'  ^e 

who  has  experienced  them  once  will  ever  undergo  a-ain     If 
congress  should  differ  from  me,  I  beg  that  the^  ^rifltiieve 
that  I  have  noth.ng  more  in  view  than  the  public  weah" 
ihe  state  of  his  army  gave  him  many  an  uneasy  hour  when 

how  r,;l^I""  ""fjf  '^  ^'^"I- '  »"<> '-  »f'™  »-M-  d 

eoMir  M,  TT  ™"'''  '''™  '"=™  '"»  '"'  «.  "^tead  of  ac- 
cept ng  the  chief  command,  he  had  taken  his  musket  on  his 
shoulder  and  entered  the  ranks.  "  The  means  used  to  conced 
his  weakness  from  the  enemy  concealed  it  also  from  hi!  friends 
and  added  to  tlieir  wonder."  But  the  order  of  con^erwi 
never  out  of  his  mind ;  and  when  in  February  iraCv  Z 
reorganized,  and  the  shallow  bay  west  of  EosL  wa^To^ 

not  the  council  of  war  almost  unammously  disapproved  the 

of  «fe  British  '"        "'"'  ^"^  '"  ''^'^  "P  ""■  ""^^t" 

ranl^an^liir,'"  •?'■"  i,"™  "'"'"*''  °*  "'="'3'  <"gl't  tl'ousand 
oftr  T  '  '  "t""  "''  ""=  ™"'l'l'='»«>te  of  the  ships- 
am  se  the  .    ^"""^  ?f  ""^  ™'''=  ^""  °*  ■"S'='''™«  <'^"'=os  to 

cho  :;  •  T  t  t;''\™^'=«"S-I'o>.^  was  turned  into  a  riding- 

anne  l^d       '■;    ™    '''"™''  "  P^^y^ouso,  where  the  officers 

7Z.,t%  r  r'"""'  ™  '""''5  provisions  arrived  in 
abundance  from  Irelaml  and  England,  from  Barbados  and  An- 
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tigua.     The  time  was  whilcd  away  in  comfortable  quarters, 
without  a  tliought  of  danger. 

To  obtain  heavy  ordnance,  "Washington,  in  November  1775, 
bad  despatched  General  Knox  to  Ticonderoga.     In  obedience 
to  his  minute  orders,  forty-three  cannon,  among  which  one  was 
of  twenty-four  pounds  and  eleven  of  eighteen  pounds,  with 
mortars,  lead,  and  flints,  were  laden  upon  forty-two  exceedingly 
strong  sleds  and  drawn  by  eighty  yoke  of  oxen  to  Cambridge. 
With  a  community  of  thought  and  purpose  and  secrecy  that 
made  of  the  army  one  mind  and  one  will,  Washington  prepared 
first  to  take  possession  of  Dorchester  Heights  which  would 
give  the  command  of  a  great  part  of  Boston,  and  next  of  Nook 
Hill  in  immediate  contiguity  to  the  town.     The  time  '^hosen 
for  the  erection  of  the  works  was  the  eve  of  the  anniversary 
of  "  the  Boston  massacre."     The  superintending  engineer  was 
Rufus  Putnam.     The  council  of  Massachusetts,  at  Washing- 
ton's request,  called  in  five  regiments  of  minute-men  from  the 
nearest  towns,  and  almost  as  many  more,  well  armed,  came  as 
volunteers.     To  divert  the  attention  of  the  British,  a  heavy 
cannonade  and  bombardment  of  the  town  was  kept  up  during 
two  nights.     Soon  after  candle-liglit  on  the  fourth  of  March 
the  firing  was  renewed,  and  was  returned  with  such  zeui  that 
a  continued  roar  of  cannon  and  mortars  was  heard  till  day- 
light.    As  it  began,  everything  was  ready.     Every  man  knew 
his  place,  and  the  need  of  acting  with  celerity  and  silence. 
Eight  hundred  went  in  advance  as  a  guard,  one  half  of  them 
taking  post  on  the  height  nearest  Boston,  the  other  at  the 
easternmost  point,  opposite  the  castle.     They  were  followed 
by  carts  with  intrenching  tools,  and  by  the  working  party  of 
twelve  hundred,  under  the  command  of  Thomas,  an  officer 
whose  great  merit  on  this  occasion   is  the  more  to  be  re- 
membered from  the  shortness  of  his  career.     The  ground,  for 
eighteen  inches  deep,  was  frozen  too  hard  to  yield  earth  read- 
ily for  the  defences ;  a  train  of  more  than  three  hundred  carts, 
easily  drawn  by  oxen  over  the  frozen  marshes,  brought  bun- 
dles of  screwed  hay,  to  form  a  cover  for  Dorchester  neck 
where  it  was  exposed  to  a  raking  fire,  and  an  amazing  quantity 
of  gabions  and  fascines  and  chandeHers  for  the  redoubts.   The 
drivers,  as  they  goaded  on  their  cattle,  suppressed  their  voices. 
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The  temperature  of  the  night  was  most  favorable  for  out-door 
work ;  the  haze  that  denotes  a  softening  of  the  air  hung  round 
the  ba^e  of  the  ridge;  above,  the  moon,  which  that  morning 
had  become  full,  was  shining  in  cloudless  lustre ;  hundreds  of 
men  toiled  m  stillness  with  an  assiduity  that  knew  nothing  of 
fatigue ;   the  teams  were  all   in  motion,  making  their  tour 
some  three,  some  four  times;  beneath,  in  the  town,  reposed 
the  Jintish  general  without  special  watchfulness  or  fear;  the 
crowd  of  ships  in  the  harbor  kept  their  watches  unsuspicious 
of  pen  ;  the  mhabitants  of  Boston,  emaciated,  pining,  and  as 
yet    ittle  cheered  by  hope,  trembled  lest  their  own  houses 
should  be  struck;  the  people  that  were  left  in  the  villages 
around,  chiefly  women  and  children,  driven  from  their  beds  by 
the  rattling  of  their  windows,  could  watch  from  tlie  hill-tops 
the  flight  of  every  shell,  and  anxiously  waited  for  daybreak 

At  about  three  in  the  morning  the  first  working  party 
was  relieved.     The  toil  was  continued  with  fresh  energy,  m 
that  strong  redoubts,  secure  against  grape-shot  and  musket- 
ry, crowned  each  of  the  two  hills;  an  abattis,  constructed 
of  trees  felled  in  the  neighboring  orchards,  protected   the 
toot  ot  the  ridge ;  the  top  was  surrounded  by  barrels  filled 
witJi  earth  and  stones,  which,  as  the  hillsides  were  steep  and 
bare  of  trees  and  bushes,  were,  in  case  of  an  attack,  to  be  rolled 
down  against  the  assailing  columns.     At  dawn  on  the  fifth  the 
batteries  on  both  sides  ceased  to  play,  and  a  fearful  quiet  pre- 
vailed.     Howe,  as  he  saw  the  new  intrenchments  loom  in  im- 
posing strength,  reported  that  "  they  must  have  been  the  em- 
ployment of  at  least  twelve  thousand  men."    Some  of  his  offi- 
cers said :  "  Perhaps  there  never  was  so  much  work  done  in  so 
short  a  space  of  time,"  and  that  their  rising  as  at  a  word  re- 
called to  them  the  stories  in  easteni  romances  of  the  invisible 
agency  of  fairy  hands.     "  If  they  retain  possession  of  the 
heights,"  said  Admiral  Shuldham,  « I  cannot  keep  a  ship  in 
the  harbor."    A  council  of  war  saw  no  choice  but  to  dislodge 
the^  New  England  farmers.     Had  the  British  made  a  sally 
against  the  party  at  Dorchester,  the  Americans  had  floating 
batteries  and  boats  ready  to  carry  four  thousand  men  into  Bos- 
ton     Howe  put  twenty-four  hundred  men  under  the  command 
of  Lord  Percy  to  make  the  attack.     When  they  were  seen  to 
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embark,  tlio  Americans  on  the  lieights,  expecting  an  immediate 
conflict,  kindled  with  joy.  Washington  said  :  "  Remember,  it 
is  the  tif th  of  March,  a  day  never  to  be  forgotten ;  avenge  the 
deatli  of  your  brethren."  But  Percy  took  his  transports  no 
farther  than  tlie  castle  ;  in  the  afternoon  a  gale  came  up  from 
the  south,  and  about  midnight  drove  two  or  three  vessels  on 
shore;  rain  fell  in  torrents  on  the  morning  of  the  sixth;  a 
movement  against  the  American  lines  must  have  ended  in  the 
ruin  of  the  British  army.  A  second  council  of  war  advised  the 
instant  evacuation  of  Boston. 

There  was  no  time  even  to  propose  a  capitulation  for  the 
safety  of  the  refugees,  and  the  best  that  could  be  offered  them 
was  a  passage  in  crowded  transports  from  the  cherished  land 
of  their  nativity  to  the  naked  shores  of  Nova  Scotia.  The 
British  confessed  before  the  world  their  inability  to  protect 
their  friends,  who  had  risked  everything  in  their  cause.  What 
trust  could  now  be  reposed  in  their  promises  'i 

On  the  eighth,  Howe,  through  the  selectmen  of  Boston, 
wished  to  come  to  an  understanding  with  Washington  that  the 
town  should  be  spared,  provided  ho  might  leave  it  without 
molestation.  The  unauthenticated  proposal  could  meet  with  no 
reply  from  the  American  commander-in-chief ;  but,  from  want 
of  ammunition,  he  was  obliged  to  use  his  artillery  sparingly, 
while  IIowc  was  hastening  his  embarkation.  A  chosen  British 
army,  sent  at  the  expense  of  more  than  a  million  pounds  ster- 
ling to  correct  revolted  subjects  and  assert  the  authority  of  the 
British  parliament,  after  being  imprisoned  for  many  months 
in  the  town  they  were  to  have  crushed,  found  no  safety  but  in 
flight. 

In  these  hours  the  ministry  had  heard  of  the  safety  of 
Quebec,  and  would  not  hearken  to  a  doubt  of  speedily  crush- 
ing ths  rebellion.  On  the  morning  of  the  fourteenth  of  March, 
the  British  secretary  of  state  listened  to  Thayeiidanegea,  other- 
wise named  Joseph  Brant,  a  IMohawk,  of  the  Wolf  tiibe,  the 
chosen  chief  of  the  confederacy  of  the  Six  Nations,  who  spoke 
thus :  "  Brother,  we  hope  to  see  these  bad  children,  the  New 
England  people,  chastised.  The  Indians  have  always  been 
ready  to  assist  the  king."  And  Germain  replied :  "  Continue 
to  manifest  attachment  to  the  king,  and  be  sure  of  his  favor." 


1770. 


ADVANCING  TOWARD  INDEPENDENCE. 


829 

"Unconditional  Bubmission"  was  the  watchword;  and  when 
on  the  evening  of  the  sanie  day  the  duke  of  Grafton  attempted 
oiice  more,  m  the  house  of  lords,  to  plead  for  conciliation, 
Dartmouth  approved  sending  over  "  a  sufficient  force  to  awe 
the  colonies  mto  submission;"  Hillsborough  would  "listen  to 
no  accommodation  short  of  the  acknowledgment  of  the  right 
of  taxation  and  tlio  submission  of  Massachusetts  to  the  law  for 
altering  Its  cliartor;"  and  Mansfield,  ridiculing  the  idea  of 
suspending  hostilities,  laughed  moderate  counsels  away  In 
the  laying  waste  whicli  was  a  part  of  the  plan,  Nc^v  En..land 
was  to  be  spared  tiio  least.  ^^n^una 

The  second  night  after  this  display  in  the  Britisli  parlia. 
mcnt  to  restrain  the  ministry  had  been  defeated,  Wasiiington 
gamed  possession  of  Nook  Hill,  and  with  it  the  power  of  open- 
mg  the  highway  from  Eoxbury  to  Boston.  At  the  appearance 
of  this  work,  the  British  army  and  more  than  eleven  hundred 
lefugees  began  their  embarkation  at  four  in  the  morning,  and 
n  less  than  six  hours  were  put  on  board  one  hundred  and 
twenty  transports;  before  ten  they  were  under  way,  and  the 
citizens  of  Boston,  from  every  height  and  every  w^rf,  could 
see  the  fleet  sail  out  of  the  harbor  in  a  line  extending  from 
the  castle  to  Nantasket  road. 

The  lives  of  Thacher  and  Uajhow  and  Dana  and  Moli- 
nenx  and  Quincy  and  Gardner,  of  Warren  and  tlie  martvrs  of 
Lexington,  Concord,  and  Bunker  Hill,  had  not  been  in  vain, 
ihe  flight  had  been  so  precipitate  that  the  British  general  was 
obliged  to  remain  several  days  in  Nantasket  road, to  adjust  the 
ships  for  tlie  voyage  He  was  still  within  sight  of  th'e  spires 
of  Boston  when  a  ship-of-war  from  England  hailed  him,  and 
delivered  h.in  despatches  applauding  the  reasons  which  he  had 
given  for  not  leaviiig  Boston,  and  deprecating  its  evacuation. 

Troops  from  Roxbury  moved  into  Boston ;  others  from 
Cambridge  crossed  in  boats.  Everywhere  appeared  marks  of 
huri^  m  he  flight  of  tlie  British;  among  other  stores,  they 
left  Ijelund  hem  two  hundred  and  fifty  pieces  of  cannon,  of 
which  one  half  were  serviceable ;  twenty-five  hundred  chal- 
drons of  sea-coal ;  twenty-five  thousand  bushels  of  wheat ;  three 
«K)nsand  bushels  of  barley  and  oats;  one  hundred  and  fifty 
horses ;  bedding  and  clothing  for  soldiers.     British  store-ships 
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ignorant  of  the  retreat,  successively  ontcrcil  the  harbor  with- 
out suspicion,  and  fell  into  Mio  hands  of  the  Americans  ;  among 
them  a  ship  which,  in  addition  to  carbines,  bayonets,  gun-car- 
riages, and  all  sorts  of  tools  necessary  for  artillery,  had  on  board 
more  than  seven  times  as  much  powder  as  AVashington's  whole 
stock  when  his  last  movement  M'as  begun. 

On  the  next  d;iy  Washington  ordered  five  of  hia  best  regi- 
ments to  march  under  Heath  to  New  York.     Ou  the  twenti- 
eth the  main  body  of  tho  army  made  its  entry  iuto  Boston. 
Except  one  meeting-house  and  a  few  wooden  buildings  which 
had  been  used  for  fuel,  the  houses  were  left  in  a  good  condi- 
tion.    When,  two  days  later,  tho  restrictions  on  intercourse 
with  tho  town  were  removed  and  tho  exiles  and  their  friends 
streamed  in,  all  hearts  were  touched  at  "witnessing  the  tender 
interviews  and  fond  embraces  of  those  who  had  been  long  sepa- 
rated."    For  Washington,  crowded  welcomes  and  words  of 
gratitude  huug  on  the  faltering  tongues  of  tho  liberated  inhabi- 
tants ;  the  selectmen  of  Boston  addressed  him  in  their  name : 
"  Next  to  the  Divine  Power,  wo  ascribe  to  your  wisdom  that 
this  acquisition  has  been  made  with  so  little  elfusion  of  human 
blood  ; "  and  in  reply  he  paid  a  just  tribute  to  their  fortitude. 
When  the  quiet  of  a  Aveck  had  revived  ancient  usages, 
Washington  attended  the  Thursday  lecture,  which  had  been 
kept  up  from  tho  days  of  AVinthrop  and  Wilson,  and  all  re- 
joiced with  exceeding  joy  at  seeing  this  Kew  England  Zion 
once  more  a  quiet  habitation  ;  they  called  it  "  a  tabernacle  of 
which  not  one  of  the  stakes  should  ever  bo  removed,  nor  one 
of  the  cords  be  broken."     The  Puritan  ancestry  of  Massachu- 
setts seemed  holding  out  their  hands  to  bless  the  deliverer  of 
their  children. 

On  tho  twenty-ninth  the  two  branches  of  the  legislature 
addressed  him  jointly,  dwelling  on  tho  respect  he  had  ever 
shown  to  their  ciyil  constitution,  as  well  as  on  h's  regard  for 
the  lives  and  health  of  all  under  his  command.  "  Go  on,"  said 
they,  "  still  go  on,  approved  by  heaven,  revered  by  all  good 
men,  and  dreaded  by  tyrants  ;  may  future  generations,  in  the 
peaceful  enjoyment  of  that  freedom  which  your  sword  shall 
have  established,  raise  the  most  lasting  monuments  to  tho  name 
of  Washington."     And  in  his  answer  he  renewed  his  pledges 
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of  "  a  regard  to  every  provincial  institution."  Wlicn  the  con- 
tmontal  congress,  on  the  motion  of  Jolm  Adanm,  voted  him 
tl.ank8  and  a  commemorative  medal  of  gold,  he  modestly  trans- 
ferred their  praises  to  the  men  of  his  command,  sayin- :  -  Thev 
wore,  indeed  at  first  a  band  of  undiHciplined  husbandmen  ;  but 
It  IS,  under  God,  to  their  bravery  and  attention  to  duty  tl.at  I 
am  indebted  for  that  success  which  has  procured  me  the  only 
reward  I  wish  to  receive,  tlie  affection  and  esteem  of  my  ..oun- 
trymcn."  -^ 

And  never  was  so  great  a  result  obtained  at  so  small  a  cost 
of  human  Iife.^   The  putting  the  British  army  to  flight  was  the 
first  decisive  victory  of  the  industrious  middling  class  over  the 
most  powerful  representative  of  the  mediaeval  aristocracy,  and 
the  whole  nuinber  of  New  England  men  killed  in  the  siege  of 
Boston  af  er  Washington  took  the  command  was  less  than 
twenty;     he  liberation  of  New  England  cost  less  than  two 
hundred  hves  in  battle,  and  the  triumphant  general  as  ho 
looked  around  enjoyed  the  serenest  delight,  for  ho  saw  no 
mourners  among  those  who  greeted  his  entry. 
_    The  men  who  so  thoroughly  represented  the  people  of  the 
civilized  world  had  shown  patience  as  well  as  fortitude.     IIow 
ong  they  waited,  and,  when  the  right  moment  came,  how 
bravely  they  rose  I     IIow  magnanimously  they  responded  to 
the  inward  voice  which  bade  them  claim  freedom  as  a  birth- 
right,  and  dread  an  acauiesconcc  in  its  loss  as  a  violation  of  the 
peace  of  the  soul ! 

For  New  England  the  dependence  on  England  was  at  an 
end  The  next  general  assembly  that  met  in  Rhode  Island,  on 
the  fourth  day  of  May  discharged  the  inhabitants  of  that  colo- 
ny from  allegiance  to  the  king  of  Great  Britain  by  the  unani- 
mous vote  of  the  upper  house,  and  in  the  house  of  deputies 
where  sixty  were  present,  with  but  six  dissentient  voices         ' 
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CHAPTER  XXI. 

ACTS     OF     INDEPENDENCE. 

February- ArKiL  177G. 

On  the  ninth  day  of  February  John  Adams  had  resumed  his 
seat  in  congress,  with  Elbridge  Gerry  for  a  colleague,  and  with 
instructions  from  his  constituents  to  establish  liberty  in  Amer- 
ica upon  a  permanent  basis.  He  was  in  the  happiest  mood 
of  mind,  for  the  independence  of  his  country  seemed  to  him 
60  bound  up  with  the  welfare  of  mankind  that  Providence 
could  not  suffer  its  defeat. 

Looking  into  himself,  he  saw  weaknesses  enough,  but  neither 
meanness  nor  dishonesty  nor  timidity.  Overweening  self- 
esteem  was  his  chief  blemish.  Having  more  learning  than 
Washington,  better  knowledge  of  freedom  as  grounded  in  law 
than  Samuel  Adams,  clearer  insight  into  the  constructive  ele- 
ments of  government  than  Franklin,  more  readiness  in  de- 
bate than  Jefferson,  he  could  easily  fancy  himself  the  greatest 
of  them  all.  He  was  capable  of  thinking  himself  the  centre  of 
any  circle  to  which  he  had  been  no  more  than  a  tangent ;  and 
in  age  vanity  sometimes  bewildered  his  memory ;  but  it  did 
not  impair  the  integrity  of  his  conduct.  He  was  humane  and 
frank,  generous  and  clement;  if  he  could  never  sit  placidly 
under  the  shade  of  a  greater  reputation  than  his  owii,  his  envy 
had  hardly  a  tinge  of  malignity.  He  went  to  his  task,  sturdy 
and  cheery  and  brave ;  he  was  the  hammer  and  not  the  anvil, 
and  it  was  for  others  to  shrink  from  his  blows.  His  courage 
was  unlli:  iching  in  debate,  and  everywhere  else ;  he  never 
knew  what  fear  was.  To  his  latest  old  age  he  saw  ten  times 
as  much  pleasure  as  pain  in  the  world,  and  was  ready  to  begin 
life  anew  and  fight  its  battle  over  again. 


m 


,  III. ;  en.  XXI. 


1776. 


ACTS  OF  INDEPENDENCE. 


333 

In  Lis  youth  he  fell  among  skeptics,  read  BoHngbroke's 
works  live  times  through,  and  esteemed  himself  a  profound 
metaphysician  but  he  had  only  skimmed  the  speculations  of 
others ;  though  at  first  destined  to  be  a  minister,  he  becamr  a 
rebel  to  Calvinism,  and  never  had  any  fixed  religious  creed. 
1  or  all  that,  he  was  a  stanch  man  of  New  England,  and  his 
fond  partiahty  to  its  people,  its  institutions,  its  social  condi- 
tion,  and  its  laws,  followed  him  into  congress  and  its  commit- 
tees,   mctured  his  judgment,  and  chnched  his  prepossessions; 
but  the  elements  in  New  England  that  he  loved  most  were 
those  which  were  eminently  friendly  to  universal  culture  and 
republican  equahty.     Son  of  a  small  freeholder,  bent  on  mak- 
ing his  way  in  the  world,  at  twenty  years  old  beginning  to  earn 
his  own  bread,  pincL  ,d  and  starved  as  master  of  a  "fitinffy" 
country  school,  he  formed  early  habits  of  order  and  frugaHty 
and  steadily  advanced  to  fortune;  but  there  was  nothing  nig! 
gard ly  m  his  thrift,  and  his  modest  hospitality  was  prompt  and 
hearty.    He  loved  homage,  and  to  those  who  flattered  him  he 
gave  his  confidence  freely,  and  often  unwisely;  and,  while  he 
watched  the  general  movement  of  affairs  with  comprehensive 
sagacity,  he  was  never  a  calm  observer  of  individual  men     Of 
the  choleric  temperament  and  of  a  large  and  compact  frame 
he  was  smgularly  sensitive ;  could  break  out  into  uncontrollable 
rage,  and  never  learned  to  rule  his  own  spirit ;  but  his  an-er 
did  not  so  much  drive  him  to  do  wrong  as  to  do  right  ungm- 
ciously.    No  man  was  less  fitted  to  gain  his  end  by  arts  of  in- 
direction ;  he  laiew  not  how  to  intrigue,  was  indiscreetly  talka- 
tive,  and  ahnost  thought  aloud ;  his  ways  of  courting  support 
were  uncouth,  so  that  he  made  few  friends  except  by  his 
weight  of  character  and  integrity;  and  he  was  unapt  as  the 
leader  of  a  party. 

Hating  intolerance  in  all  its  forms,  loving  civil  hberty  as 
the  glory  of  man  and  the  best  evidence  and  the  best  result  of 
civihzation,  he,  of  all  in  congress,  was  incomparable  as  a  dog- 
matist ;  essentially  right-minded  ;  loving  to  teach  with  authori- 
ty; pressing  onward  unsparingly  with  his  argument;  impa- 
tient of  contradiction;  unequalled  as  a  positive  champion  of 
the  right;  compelled  to  utter  his  convictions  fearlessly  by  an 
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now  too  much  in  earnest  and  too  mucli  engaged  by  the  great- 
ness of  liis  work,  to  think  of  himself;  too  anxiously  desiring 
aid  to  disparage  those  who  gave  it.     In  the  fervor  of  his  ac- 
tivity, his  faults  disappeared.     I J  is  intellect  and  public  spirit, 
all  the  noblest  parts  of  his  nature,  were  called  into  the  fullest 
exercise.    Combining,  more  than  any  other,  far-sightedness  and 
fixedness  of  belief  with  courage  and  power  of  utterance,  ho  was 
looked  up  to  as  the  ablest  debater  in  congress.    lie  was  redun- 
dant in  words  and  cumulative  in  argument ;  but  his  warmth 
and  sincerity  kept  him  from  the  affectations  of  a  pedant  or  a 
rhetorician.     Forbearance  was  no  longer  in  season ;  the  irre- 
pressible talent  of  persevering,  i)eremptory  assertion  was  want- 
ed ;  the  more  ho  was  hurried  along  by  his  own  vehement  will, 
the  better ;  now  his  country,  humanity,  the  age,  the  hour,  de- 
manded that  the  right  should  be  spoken  out.    Ilis  sagacity  rose 
with  the  approach  of  danger,  and  he  dared  to  inquire  after  the 
system  of  permanent  government  best  suited  to  the  colonies. 
lie  looked  for  the  essential  elements  of  government  behind  its 
forms.     He  studied  the  principles  of  the  British  constitution 
not  merely  in  the  history  of  England,  but  as  purified  and  re- 
produced in  the  governments  of  New  England,  and  as  analyzed 
and  reflected  in  the  writings  of  Montesquieu.     "  A  legislative, 
an  executive,  and  a  judicial  power  comprehended  the  v/hole 
of  what  he  meant  and  understood  by  government ; "  and,  as 
the  only  secret  to  be  discovered  was  how  to  derive  these  powers 
directly  from  the  people,  he  persuaded  himself,  and  M'as  fast 
persuading  others,  that,  by  the  aid  of  a  convention,  "  a  single 
month  was  sufHcient,  without  the  least  convulsion  or  even  ani- 
mosity, to  accomplish  a  total  revolution  in  the  government  of 
a  colony."     His  warmth  and  positivcness  had  not  the  air  of 
passion,  but  appeared,  as  it  was,  the  clear  perception  of  his 
task.     When,  in  the  life  of  a  statesman,  Avcre  six  months  of 
more  importance  to  the  race  than   these  six  months  in  the 
career  of  John  Adams  ? 

On  resuming  his  seat,  he  found  a  less  able  delegation  from 
South  Carolina.  In  zeal  and  decision  Chase  of  Maryland  kept 
always  ahead  of  his  friends.  That  province  had  wished  to  pre- 
serve its  proprietary  system,  but  only  so  far  as  was  consistent 
with  the  unwavering  resolution  to  resist  to  the  last  the  usurpa- 
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tions  of  parliament.    The  mombora  of  congrcas  lisfonod  with 
.mpat,c.„c.o  to  Wilson  wi.en,  on  the  tl,irte?nth  o    Feb™!  l 

Common  bense,"  1,„  presented  a  long  draft  of  an  address  to 

he„.  eonet.tuM,ts,  in  wi.ieh  they  wore"  made  to  disel^rtl  o 

dea  of  rcnouncmg  their  allegiance ;  and  its  anthor,  pe    o  vW 

hat    ho  majonty  relished  neitlier  its  style  nor  its  coumd  d" 

lowed  It  to  subside  without  a  vote.  ' 

On  the  sixteenth  tho  great  nieasure  of  cnfranchisinrr 
Amenean  eom,neree  was  seriously  cor^idered.  "Open  yZf 
ports"  sa.d  a  member;  "y„nr  trade  will  then  becore  of  "o 
much  eonsequence  that  foreigners  will  protect  you"  "In 
war,"  argued  Wilson,  "  ,™d„  should  be  carried  on  with  -n-eater 
vigor  han  ever,  after  the  manner  of  the  United  I'rovin  es  in 
'r  7Jlf  .r"1f'-"-    T1.0  merchants  themselv  Hms^ 

wished  fust  to  secure  a  protective  treaty  with  a  foreign  power 
Harnson  sa,d  more  explicitly:  "We  have  hobbled  on  undlra 
fata  attachment  to  Great  Britain;  I  felt  that  attachment  » 
much  as  any  man,  but  I  feel  a  stronger  one  to  my  counTrv^ 
George  Wythe  took  the  lead.     A  learned  and  able  WeSle 

the  nurthfidness  of  innocence.    Genial  and  loving,  ho  blended 
1  rom  1,  ,4  h„  v,ews  eomeided  with  those  of  Jefferson;  and 

^ups  may  be  taken  ;  but  we  may  authorize  vessels  to  arm,  and 
we  may  g,ve  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal.  Wo  may  mvTte 
foreign  powers  to  make  trc.aties  of  commerce  with  i  ■  but 

eh  ™t  '  """TT  "  """I"^"'  '*  -^  '°  ^^  considered  in'what 
d>a  c  c,.  ,,e  shall  treat.  As  subjects  of  Great  Britain?  as 
rebels S  No:  we  must  declare  ourselves  a  free  people."  With 
this  explanation  he  moved-  "TIi.l  *!,„  „„1„  •     V  •  , 

tn  ^nnf,.„„»     II-         '""■'-"-      i  "at  the  colonies  have  a  right 

toon  IT'  n  ,  "°  *■'■'''""'••  '^''°  1»^««™  ^''""I'-  a«  re^ 
lution  should  bo  considered  was  adopted  by  seven  colonies 


ill 


M! 


il  I  III 


336 


AMERICA  ARMS  FOR  SELF-DEFENCE,    ep.  iii. ;  ch.  xxi. 


against  five ;  but  the  debate  on  opening  the  ports  was  prolonged 
through  seven  weelcs  of  hesitation. 

On  the  day  of  this  discussion  the  assembly  of  Pennsyl- 
vania formed  a  quorum.  It  still  required  of  its  members 
the  profession  of  allegiance  to  King  George ;  Franklin  had 
therefore  never  taken  his  seat  and  now  resigned  it. 

"Washington's  advice  to  enlist  soldiers  for  the  war,  and  the 
solemnity  with  which  it  was  enforced,  arrested  attention. 
Samuel  Adams  proposed  to  take  up  the  question  of  length- 
ening the  i>erIod  of  enlistments.  JBut  opposition  to  a  stand- 
ing army  had  long  been  the  watchword  of  liberty ;  the  Kew 
England  colonies  had  from  their  beginning  been  defended 
by  their  own  militia ;  in  the  last  French  war,  troops  had  been 
called  out  only  for  the  season.  "Enlistment  for  a  long  pe- 
riod," said  Sherman,  "  is  a  state  of  slavery ;  a  rotation  of  ser- 
vice in  arms  is  favorable  to  liberty."  "  I  am  in  favor  of  the 
proposition  to  raise  men  for  the  war,"  said  John  Adams ;  "  but 
not  to  depend  upon  it,  as  men  must  be  averse  to  it,  and  the  war 
may  last  ten  years."  England  was  sending  over  veteran  armies ; 
and  they  Avere  to  be  met  by  soldiers  engaged  only  for  a  year. 

The  debate  branched  off  into  a  discussion  on  the  pay  of 
officers,  respecting  which  the  frugal  statesmen  of  the  North 
differed  from  those  of  the  South ;  John  Adams  thought  the 
democratic  tendency  of  New  England  less  dangerous  tiian  the 
aristocratic  tendency  clseAvhcrc.  Danger  hung  visibly  over 
every  part  of  the  country;  on  the  twenty-seventh  the  five 
middle  colonies  from  New  York  to  Maryland  were  constituted 
one  military  department ;  the  four  south  of  the  Potomac,  an- 
other ;  and,  on  the  first  of  March,  six  new  generals  of  brigade 
were  appointed.  In  the  selection  for  Virginia  there  was  diffi- 
culty ;  the  prevailing  opinion  recalled  Patrick  Henry  to  civil 
life ;  in  the  judgment  of  AVashington,  "  Mercer  would  have 
supplied  the  place  well ; "  but  the  choice  fell  upon  Andrew 
Lewas,  who  still  suffered  from  "  the  odium  thrown  upon  his 
conduct  at  Kanawha,"  where  he  had  lingered  in  his  camp, 
while  the  officers  and  men  whom  he  sent  forth,  with  fearless 
gallantry  and  a  terrible  loss  of  life,  shed  lustre  over  Yirgiuia. 
In  less  than  a  year  congress  forced  Lewis  to  resign,  by  pro- 
moting an  inferior  officer  over  his  head. 
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^     To  meet  the  expenses  of  the  war,  four  milHor  ^  of  drH..« 
m  bills  were  orderpfl  tn  K«  .+      i        i  .  ,    """"^    ^i  dollara 

already  issued  wouH  1  '  "'"''^'  ""'  ='•"  ™'"<"« 

A  f™  ,,7    ,  .       ^  fo™  a  paper  currency  of  ten  milUons 

rcnort     A  Hl-„  1      I?  '         'W  never  bo  mueb  as  made  a 

lard    atl  teir  iT         ™'  "PP""'^'''  '=°''«'">^d,  and  en- 
largca  ,  ana  their  labors  were  equallv  fnn'tlpw      n^.  i     i 

neither  credit  to  borrow  nor  power  to  taT  °  '^'"  '""' 

inclination  that  th  ptX  'of  v2  T  ""'"^  "'"'  ''  '^  °" 
of  govcnnnent  as  w'i,  t  «tirin  tf  ""•"?''  "  '"^ 
produce  their  happiness"    TW.         f .  '  •l«<'S™'=n'  *» 

that  it  "  was  an  independency  •"  ^^^1,         ?'  '°  S"™'' 

Eirlv  in  tI,P  n,™,M         ^ '  ""^  ^'"^  """'"'  adopted. 

proSg  ^ftrTd        rSr'™?  *'''  "°'  "'  P''''"--* 

:^  e£r  rn !-™  ^^^^^^^^^ 

On  the  nmoteenth,  Wythe,  with  Jay  and  Wilson  was  ap- 
pomted  to  prepare  a  preamble  to  the  resolutions      wX 
found  himself  in  a  minority  in  the  committee;  ^d  wllft 
he  twenty-second,  he  presented  their  report,  he  mo^d  Z 
amendment,  charging  the  king  himself  wi/h  thefr  grievance? 
inasmuch  as  he  had  «  reiectod  tlioiV  r.«ff •  ..i  b"°^'^°°®s^ 

contemnt  "     Tl,Ja  '^•''^^^^^  ^^^^^  petitions  with  scorn  and 
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of  four  Lours  Maryland  inteq^osed  and  put  off  the  decision 
for  a  day ;  but  on  the  twenty-third  the  language  of  Wythe  was 
accepted. 

"  From  their  form  of  government  and  steady  attachment 
heretofore  to  royalty,"  wrote  Washington  at  this  time  of  the 
Virginians,  "  my  countrymen  will  come  reluctantly  into  the 
idea  of  independency;  but  time  and  persecution  bring  wonder- 
ful things  to  pass."  The  question  of  opening  the  ports,  after 
having  been  for  months  the  chief  subject  of  deliberation,  was 
discussed  through  all  the  next  fortnight.  One  kind  of  traffic 
which  the  European  maritime  powers  still  encouraged  was  ab- 
solutely forbidden,  not  from  political  reasons  merely,  but  from 
a  conviction  of  its  unrighteousness  and  cruelty  ;  and,  without 
any  limitation  as  to  time  or  any  reservation  of  a  veto  to  the 
respective  colonies,  it  was  resolved  "  that  no  slaves  be  imported 
into  any  of  the  thirteen  united  colonies."  The  prohibition 
made,  moreover,  a  revolution  in  the  state  of  the  black  men 
already  in  America ;  from  a  body  of  laborers,  perpetually  re- 
•cruited  from  barbarous  African  tribes,  they  were  transfonned 
into  an  insulated  class,  living  in  a  state  of  domesticity,  and 
receiving  culture  and  employment  from  a  superior  race.  It 
was  then  hoped,  especially  in  Virginia,  that  the  total  prohibi- 
tion of  the  slave-trade  would,  at  no  very  distant  day,  be  fol- 
lowed by  universal  emancipation. 

The  first  who  is  known  to  have  suggested  that  negroes 
might  be  emancipated,  and  a  "  public  provision  be  made  to 
transport  them  to  Africa,  where  they  might  probably  live  bet- 
ter than  in  any  other  country,"  was  Samuel  Hopkins  of  New- 
port, Rhode  Island,  a  theologian,  who  taught  that,  "  through 
divine  interposition,  sin  is  an  advantage  to  the  universe ; "  a 
firm  believer  in  the  coming  of  the  millennium  ;  a  theorist  who 
held  virtue  to  require  not  merely  disinterested  love,  but  a  love 
that  is  willing  to  make  a  sacrifice  of  self.  Writing  in  a  town 
which  had  grown  rich  by  the  slave-trade,  he  addressed  a  me- 
morial to  the  members  of  the  body  representing  the  United 
States,  "  entreating  them  to  be  the  happy  instruments  of  pro- 
curing and  establishinr  ■  niversal  liberty  to  white  and  black, 
to  be  transmitted  doWi.  ;o  the  latest  posterity."  His  argu- 
ment obtained  no  notice  from  the  continental  congress. 
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«.e  sixth  of  April  the^t  ,'''™°  '''^'"^*  i^'^mamty,  on 

ever,  aud  the  flT    „f  Z       T  '™P'  """^  ^'°»  ""="•  fo- 
On  'the  two„t>!Xhti,  of  L"     ""  T"^''  *°  "'^■'  ^'"*»"- 

their  cluir^an  Sf  1  f/f  *'-, ^l"  "f  Joseph  Eeod 
people.  The  pmprietarv  in  ™  .  ,  f-  "  ™°™'»i™  "f  the 
vatiuu  repelled  T  thouifr  ^^  ""^ '"««'"='  "^  aelf-prcser- 
to  -ave  the  charter  If  aT  ■■^dependence  complained  that 

aacriflee  their  o^d  nlTf  ".T  '^"^  ^'^  ^"""-J  -Pon  to 
once  to  snspenj  Can  "^  Sir  °  "°™'"'«'^^  <>'  correfpond- 
naland  e^  tody  rf  „en  o        "■,  "^'?  »Pon  every  Individ- 

the  nec.».it/„  Zkfnner.^s  o7  "  ^'  ^<"  ""^  ''''^"'^'^ 
Britain.    W«s   forTf-  !    '""'''""""''"'°»  ^ith  Great 

church  .nAZl  ^Z:Tnl  ''^^^.^  ^"^  Trinlt; 
as  the  illustrious  defender  of  ?),„  T  ?"'""''  '>'"«"-=<>  '■'■"^ 
form  .f  independence  "'^-="'-«o»  against  the  sh^n 

edufat;'ati::  X"r  "^  "*  -^  -  p^^  ->, 

fatigable  in  P^J     oV' rlt-'C  ^^'j^ '''  """  "^- 
the  colonies  could  at  theif ,1  T      """  """  "*!■  ■"■"n 

ation  and  total  ili'^ltl'-Tutl?^  "n"""'  ^  '•"°"'='»- 
pWe^ltrTntrd^-^^^^^^^^ 

t;of  %'the  ;:li  o'f  sr  ^titi  s  r/r  tf ■ 

of  April,  after  aTLrf  ^.    !f  "''''"'•    '-f'"=°'  »■'  the  sixth 

h>  eoU:  l:  onl  tt%ti  ^T/'  "'7™^'""° 
Utterly  reiect  inv  ^.m,.    -T-        f "^J^^^^d  to  dissent  from  and 

fromCCT/cZC:  tn:'^nr  '"  "-T'^""" 
ernment.  cnange  o±  the  propnetarj  gov- 
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This  was  the  result  which  Dickinson  desired ;  but  Eobert 
Morris  asked,  uneasily :  "  If  these  commissioners  are  to  come, 
what  detains  them  ?    It  is  time  we  should  be  on  a  certainty." 

Duane  of  New  York,  who,  like  Robert  Morris,  was  pre- 
pared for  extreme  measures  if  the  British  proposition  should 
prove  oppressive  or  frivolous,  "  waited  for  the  expected  propo- 
sitions with  painful  anxiety." 

This  waiting  for  commissioners  Samuel  Adams  treated  with 
scorn.  Early  in  April  his  words  were :  "  Is  not  America  al- 
ready independent  ?  Why  not,  then,  declare  it  ?  Because,  say 
some,  it  will  forever  shut  the  door  of  reconciliation.  But 
Britain  will  not  bo  reconciled,  except  upon  our  abjectly  sub- 
mitting to  tyranny,  and  asking  and  receiving  pardon  for  re- 
sisting it.  Has  the  king  of  Great  Britain  ever  yet  discovered 
the  least  degree  of  that  princely  virtue,  clemency?  It  is  my 
opinion  that  his  heart  is  more  obdurate,  and  his  disposition 
toward  the  people  of  America  more  unrelenting  and  malig- 
nant, than  was  that  of  Pharaoh  toward  the  Israelites  in  Egypt. 
No  foreign  power  can  consistently  yield  comfort  to  rebels,  or 
enter  into  any  kind  of  treaty  with  these  colonies,  till  they  de- 
clare themselves  independent." 

On  the  twenty-eighth  of  the  same  month  John  Adams 
wrote  to  his  wife :  "  We  are  hastening  rapidly  to  great  events. 
Governments  will  be  up  everywhere  before  midsummer,  and 
an  end  to  royal  style,  titles,  and  authority.  May  God  in  his 
providence  overrule  the  mighty  revolution  for  the  good  of 
mankind."  Yet  Dickinson  and  others,  among  whom  were 
William  Livingston  of  New  Jersey  and  the  elder  Laurens  of 
South  Carolina,  wished  to  wait  for  an  alliance  with  the  king  of 
France. 

The  mariners  of  Marblehead  reasoned  better,  learning  the 
lesson  of  duty  from  the  impulse  of  patriotism  and  the  neces- 
sity of  action.  On  the  seventeenth  of  May,  James  Mugford, 
a  Marblehead  sea-captain,  in  a  continental  cruiser  of  but  fifty 
tons  and  four  gims,  captured  and  brought  into  Boston  harbor 
the  British  ship  Hope,  which  had  on  board  fifteen  hundred 
barrels  of  powder.  This  cargo  made  her  the  most  valuable 
prize  that  had  been  taken.  When,  two  days  later,  he  prepared 
to  go  out  again,  he  was  attacked  at  Nantasket  by  thirteen  boats 
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o4>  I 

except  Magford,  who  fl^trr      ^ ■""™^''' ™  ""urt 
wounded.  ^''*  '"'ro.oally,  and  was  mortally 

had t^retf^tS' aTr'^^  ^'  "»'='"'""'»•  ^^'^^ 

suffered  to  dra.  alonl  tin  Z       "^r  "*  ^"^^^^  "P™"".  was 
f-B    t„„^;j;^^-«;^ene™^^^^^ 

e^  Howe,  tho  e^Cnt  2:^/0"  "S^'T  ""-^  «''''- 
forces  in  America,  iointlv  nr,TT  n  °  '"""''  "»''  'and 
such  as  should  give  ZhiZt  7!f  "^'  "^  ^^-^  ?"■•<'<"'«  to 
tieir  defection  from  k  Kd  ,  n  ''""^'"^  *''°"-»<^«  »f 
two  points  in  controve^v  ™"  ^,  ^^^^  ™'  ^<"'  ■"^■'"^  The 
the  colonies  and  its  ri^rjbantV'?".'"  '""'"™™'  *»  *^- 
used  to  say  publicly  ifat  IT    ft  ^  '  '*'^'"^-    ^"^  North 

Gemaia  flways  Zerted  that  t  *"^"T  ™  '"»"'*™^d'- 
to  restore  the  charter  of  M^l''  T  '""•  N"'^''  ^as  willing 
to  renounce  Amerir^e  S  .^'  *'  ^ug  wished  rntlj 
we..f„nnded  upon  the  resoualrnnr°  *«  «»™-issione.. 

a^  1775  whieh'^tho  coCesC  dlelt  Thf  °' J^"™' 
Tte  parliamentary  chan<-e  in  .1       j"^^"  '■>  oe  msufflcient. 
-as  to  be  enforeed"^;  Sr  t  i,  r^"  "'  "^^''osetta 
nectieut  and  Rhode  Ida^d  1 '  mT  ""'  "'"^''"^^  *^t  Con- 
to  accept  analogons  cS^  ^7^  '^''  .?T"«'.  «  Possible, 
Lord  Howe  that  he  wXnoJ  Il'l*'  ''^  *''^  authority  of 
Powe.^  to  treat  on  terms  of  eonJ  .        '^""'^  ""'^^  ^'  ^ad 
obtained  pennission  to  ac    Z  !'tT  j/?'  '''^V^^  -J 
unimpeached,it  is  at  the  exn„„l  '  A  '      ""'  "'™^"*y  '«  left 
n>cnt ;  for  th    commiton  f^  '  !  ^'^  '"P"'^"""  f<"  *scem. 
Tbe  minister  hJ^^Z'i  sZT^lF^"" ''"^  "  ''^'»»■•-• 
belieyed,  to  beat  do™  Ihetsu^X  T.''  "^  > '^'^  '™'^ 
not  belieye  that  the  colonies  IT  o/b        T""""  ^"*^  '"^ 
auy  effectiye  resistance  to  «,»,,>       *'«'™^'™.  oonld  offer 
allies.  '^'^'"'  ">  "-^  whole  power  of  England  and  its 
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of  luxury  that  ought  to  bo  taxed."  Debate  in  the  house  of 
commons  brought  no  result ;  Fox,  who  began  to  give  evidenco 
of  a  Gjenial  sagacity  that  saw  beyond  pai'liaraentary  strife  tho 
rcJiliry  (^f  general  principles,  vainly  struggled  to  keep  up  tho 
courage  of  his  political  friends.  A  most  ably  written  pam- 
phlet by  Richard  Price,  on  "  Liberty, '  which  he  defined  to  bo 
a  government  of  laws  made  by  common  consent,  won  for  its 
author  the  freedom  of  tho  city  of  London,  and  was  widely 
circulated  throno'h  the  kingdom  and  the  continent  of  Europe, 
especially  Germany.  His  masterly  plea  for  America  was  un- 
availing; but  his  tract  gained  peculiar  importance  from  his 
applying  to  the  representation  of  his  own  country  the  princi- 
ple on  which  America  justified  her  resistance.  "The  time 
may  come,"  said  he,  "  when  a  general  election  in  Britain  will 
be  nothing  but  a  general  auction  of  boroughs."  Carrying  tho 
war  into  the  heart  of  English  politics  and  society,  he  raised 
the  cry  for  the  reform  in  parliament  which  was  never  to  bo 
hushed,  and  transferred  English  opinion  to  the  side  of  Ameri- 
ca for  the  sake  of  that  liberty  which  was  of  all  things  dearest 
to  the  English  nation. 

But  what  hope  was  there  of  reform  in  England?  Its 
ruling  classes  prepared  reform  by  forcing  independence  on 
America. 

The  day  on  which  George  III.  scaled  the  instructions  to 
his  commissionei's  congress  decided  to  adopt  no  measures  for 
receiving  them  until  they  should  themselves  make  application 
to  be  received,  and  voted  to  raise  ten  millions  of  dollars  for 
carrying  on  the  war  during  the  current  year.  They  then  took 
into  consideration  the  proposition  of  John  Adams,  that  "  each 
one  of  the  united  colonies,  where  no  government  suflUcient  to 
the  exigencies  of  their  affairs  had  as  yet  been  established, 
should  adopt  such  government  as  would,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
representatives  of  the  people,  best  conduce  to  the  happiness 
and  safety  of  their  constituents  in  particular  and  of  America 
in  general."  This  measure  he  had  advised  twelve  months 
before,  and  the  timid  had  kept  it  back  in  order  still  to  petition 
and  negotiate ;  it  was  now  resisted  through  two  successive 
days,  but  on  the  tenth  of  May  triumphed  over  all  proerasti- 
nators.    John  Adams,  Edward  Rutledge,  and  Eichard  Henry 
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Lo.  were  then  appointed  to  prepare  a  preamble  to  the  resolu- 
t.oa.    Leo  and  Adam,,  Massaehusetts  and  Virginia  werlo; 

report     Kecallmg  the  aet  of  jiarliament  which  excluded  ,Z 
Ameneans  from  the  proteetion  of  the  ero™,  ho  kW WW 

:ZoTZ{Trf''''T  '"  ''"'  portion,  thfetS 
mercenLes  fo     I      fT  "'  ""'  ''"«■><"»'  "^^'^  ^^  f^^ipt 

with  reason  Zi        ?         .  "  ™'  "iibsolutely  irreconcilable 

nie^rToTaLX'ZraTaffi'  ''r"'"""  '"^'^"  """^ 
support  of  an,  ,ove;rl^lrtrrv:rG^f^,r 
and  that  it  waa  neeea.arj-  that  the  exerc™  of  everj  Idnd  of 
autIaor.ty  nnder  tlio  crown  shonid  bo  totall/lnnmLed  a.?! 

"o'peopTTti^^S—  —  "--■'eSVt 
Iheso  words,  wliicli  bore  the  impress  of  John  Adam,  im 

S  ndlToWlBnT  ^"'^'""'  .4.o:fcZ;,I- 
It  wCa  Wowln  f  .  r^rhament,  crown,  and  nation. 

It  was  a  blow  dealt  by  the  general  congress  against  tlm  nro- 
pnetary  gevernment  of  Pennsylvania.     Dnanf  sound  dt^ 

bett;^:d'r^drrnT:;^t^t::f;^2.^^^^ 

conferred  on  liim  by  Ke^v  Yn,]  rf  ^^^^^^ed  that  tlic  powers 
for  the  measnre  wuC™  bit;  of'trttC  fyeMf  1™'" °° 
ments  of  the  preamble  should  be  confll'ed  te  pled  Jd  Z 
York  to  mdependenee.  Sherman  ar^ed  th  t  the  adoption  rf 
the  r  soln  .on  was  the  best  way  to  procure  the  harmony  with 

senied  Delaware,  (bought  the  step  must  be  taken  or  UteZ 
property  and  life  be  lost.  "  The  first  object  of  New  York  "saM 
S  muel  Adams,  "is  the  establishment  of  their  rights     Our  pf 

wZ  1 '1  "^  '"^  *'"'"™  ■"  0"*  »f  Ws  protection ; 

Floyd  rivT"'  e°^'=™™™'»  «°'lerhis  authority  8" 

orno  honefo7e  ™  ^"'""'^"^  "*"'  "^^"=  ™^°  1M« 

therefoi^'^r  "■?"""''  "°™°«  t"  '^'o*  P'''«=oi  that 

therefore  America  ought  to  be  in  a  situation  to  preserve  her 
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liberties  another  way."  *  This  preamble  contains  a  reflec- 
tion upon  the  conduct  of  some  people  in  America,"  inter- 
posed Wilson,  referring  to  the  assembly  of  Pennsylvania, 
which  60  late  as  February  had  required  of  Reed  and  Ritten- 
house  oaths  of  allegiance  to  the  king.  "If  the  preamble 
passes,"  ho  continued,  "there  will  be  an  immediate  dissolu- 
tion of  every  kind  of  authority  in  this  province ;  the  p3oplo 
will  bo  instantly  in  a  state  o2  nature.  Before  wo  are  prepared 
to  build  the  now  house,  why  should  we  pull  down  the  old 
one?"  The  delegates  of  Pennsylvania  declined  to  vote  on 
the  question ;  those  of  Maryland  announced  that,  under  their 
instructions,  they  should  consider  their  colony  as  unrepre- 
sented, until  they  should  receive  the  directions  of  their  prin- 
cipals, who  were  then  sitting  at  Annapoiis. 

Overruling  the  hesiiation  of  the  moderate  men,  the  majori- 
ty adopted  the  preamble,  and  ordered  it  to  be  published.  The 
colonies  never  existed  separately  as  independent  Ftates  or 
peoples.  As  they  rose,  they  united.  The  unity  symbolized 
by  the  crown  passed  to  the  good  people  of  the  colonies,  who 
collectively  spoke  the  word  for  totally  suppressing  all  au'-hority 
under  the  king,  giving  the  law  to  Pennsylvania  by  proscrib- 
ing its  proprietary  govomment,  and  investing  all  the  several 
colonies  with  authority  to  institute  grvernments  of  their  own. 
The  measure  proved  "  a  piece  of  mechanism  to  work  out  inde- 
pendence." "  The  Gordian  knot  is  cut,"  said  John  Adams  as 
he  meditated  in  solitude  upon  tiie  lead  which  he  hac!  assumed 
in  summoning  so  many  populous  and  opulent  colonies  to  rise 
from  the  state  of  subjection  into  that  of  independent  ]*epub- 
lics.  Many  of  those  who  were  to  take  part  in  framing  consti- 
tutions for  future  millions  turned  to  him  for  instruction.  He 
recalled  the  first  principles  of  political  morals,  the  lessons  incul- 
cated by  American  experience,  and  the  example  of  England. 
Familiar  with  the  wise  and  eloquent  writings  of  those  of  her 
eons  who  had  treated  of  liberty,  and  combining  -with  them  the 
results  of  his  o'wn  reflections,  he  did  not  sluink  from  offering 
his  advice.  He  declared  the  only  moral  foundation  of  govern- 
ment to  be  the  consent  of  the  people ;  yet  he  counselled  re- 
gpect  for  existing  rules,  and,  to  avoid  opening  a  fruitful  source 
of  controversy,  he  refused  to  promote  for  the  present  any 
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vott"":  Their'  '"  ""'r''"""''  '"  "'°  0-''fieations  of 
voters.       Thero  is  no  good  government,"  he  said,  "but  wh,t 

^  repnbhean ;  for  a  rep.blio  is  an  empi^  of  laws  and  net  o 
™-.  i  '  and  to  eonstitute  the  best  of  repnblies,  ho  enforced  the 
^;T  t  »t-'-e  t''»  o-«tive,  legislative,  and  ™diet 
?,;  'T         °  ''  .?"  '''""''  ""=  "-"^a'  g»^-o™or8  had  made  o 
Le    oTarthL  T-  r"'"".'"^  J'""^-"™"  >'« -Pl'oia  tl^ 
T^W  with      1     f      '•'"=™''"  ""«'^'™'°  onght  toboin- 
vested  with  a  negative  npon  the  logislatnrc.    To  jud-es  he 

Tatsh  LT'f ;   -"TT'""  """"S  «~''  ■^ohavii:  rnd  to 
establish  their  salaries  by  law,  but  to  make  them  liihlo  to  ;™ 

peachment  and  removal  by  the  <rrmd  ;„„„lr  f  ,i        , 
mr„         , ,.        " ,     "^J^  ^"^  grand  inquest  of  the  colonv 

Ike  tZir'"";?'-  'T  °"S'-l'/""">ieipaUtie  r^ 
t"e  sevll  A  '•''','"  "'°  '•■"SO  '<^™'«rios  enibi-aeed  in 
tJe  several  American  colonies,  where  the  wliolo  societv  eond 
rever  b„  assembled,  power  was  to  be  depnted  by  tl  Invt 
e  bl' :  faiS  l'^.  f"'^''  'y  -"^4,  and  ,^e.  i„"Z  ," 

l^uwci  ut  mirustea  to  one  ro])rescntativo  '^■^somhUr 
John  Adams  taught,  what  an  analysis  of  the  hnm  ^  m  nTS 
the  examples  of  history  through  thonsands  of  years  nnUe  to 
confirm,  h-.t  a  single  assembly  is  liable  to  the  frailties  of  a  ein 
g  e  individual,  to  passionate  caprices,  and  to  a  seS^e™ 
for  the  increase  of  its  own  importance.  "If  the  le^ZZ 
power,"  such  were  his  words  jnst  as  the  Americn  const  tu 

^rmU?™":''^'"''  '^'  fcgislativepoweriswhd^Ton"' 

assembly,  anu  the  exeeutivo  in  another  or  in  a  single  person 

these  wo  powers  will  oppose  and  encroach  npon  each  X; 

Jintil  the  contest  shall  end  in  war,  and  the  whole  p^*  Tel' 

lative  and  e..eentive,  be  nsurped  by  the  strongest."  ^ 

These  are  words  to  be  inscribed  on  the  memory  and  heart 

of  every  nation  that  would  constitute  a  repnUio    ™t  at  Z 

^me  there  was  not  one  member  of  the  eontioon  a   eonglt 

who  apphed  the  principle  to  the  continental  congress  S 

Hawley  of  Northampton  bad  advised  on  AmerirparlL 

rnol'cas™  "T'  "'  '°«;^"""-'  >>»'  J""^"  A^-s  Tye" 
saw  no  occasion  for  any  continental  constitution  except  a  con 
gress,  which  should  contain  a  fair  representation  of  the  coll 
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nies,  and  confine  its  authority  sacredly  to  war,  trade,  disputes 
between  colony  and  colony,  the  post-office,  and  the  unappropri- 
ated public  lands. 

In  the  separate  colonies,  he  urged  that  all  the  youth  should 
be  liberally  educated,  and  all  men  be  required  lo  keep  arms 
and  to  be  trained  to  their  use.  A  country  having  a  constitu- 
tion founded  on  these  principles,  diffusing  knowledge  among 
the  people,  and  inspiring  them  with  the  conscious  dignity  be- 
coming free  men,  would,  "  when  compared  with  the  regions  of 
monarchical  or  aristocratical  domination,  seem  an  Arcadia  or 
an  Elysium." 


m. ;  CH.  zzi. 
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CHAPTER  XXII. 

BEITAHf  SEEKS    EOEEIGN   AID. 

1775-1770. 
d«r»t.on.    Sir  Joseph  Yorice,  the  British  ambaSor  at  ^ 

Toned  w^l.  V  '''  '"'P'^''"^^*  ^^^-^^^^^^^^  ^^Wch  she  ^ar- 

"t    n^^  -  1^1«  the  Dutch  disch4:d 

xne  debt,  and  the  garrisons  were  withdrawn  from  the  cautinn 
arj  towns,  except  an  Ene-lifili  nr^rl  n  q    ..•  ,     ".  "^  caution- 

troops,  it  w.  urged  that  the  officra,ld"\lt  an^^ 
o^trie:  'ttt  7'  ""'  "'"™°"  '"'"^*  -.oeted   ho  t wo 

urange      the  unique  adrantago  and  partioular  honor"  J 
rengthenmg  the  bonds  of  close  friendship  whcl>  had  been 

"more  or  less  enfeebled"  by  the  neutrah?/o    the  UnM 

Provinces  during  the  last  French  war. 

0  s.tttas  genera!  Zealand  and  Utrecht  consented:  tho 
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provinco  of  Holland  objected  tliat  a  commercial  state  should 
never  but  from  necessity  become  involved  in  any  quarrel. 
Baron  van  der  Capellen  tot  den  Pol,  one  of  the  nobles  of 
Overyssel,  reasoned  in  this  wise :  Furnishing  the  troops  would 
be  a  departure  from  the  true  poHcy  of  the  strictest  neutrality ; 
the  country  has  fruitlessly  sacrificed  her  prosperity  to  advance 
the  greatness  of  England ;  she  has  shed  rivers  of  blood  under 
pretence  of  establishing  a  balance  of  power,  and  has  only 
strengthened  an  empire  which  is  now  assuming  a  more  dread- 
ful monarchy  over  the  seas  than  ever  had  been  known ;  she 
will  find  herself,  as  formerly,  engaged  in  a  baleful  war  with 
France,  her  most  powerful  neighbor  and  her  natural  ally  in 
the  defence  of  the  liberty  of  commerce ;  a  rupture  between 
Britain  and  France  will  bring  advantage  to  the  navigation  of 
the  republic  if  she  would  but  maintain  her  neutrality ;  in  the 
war  of  succession  which  gave  to  Britain  the  key  to  the  Medi- 
terranean, she  had  nothing  for  her  share  but  the  total  waste 
of  her  force;:  and  her  treasure ;  she  has  religiously  observed 
her  treaties,  and  yet  England  denies  her  the  stipulated  safety 
of  merchandise  in  free  bottoms,  and  searches  and  arbitrarily 
confiscates  her  ships.  Besides,  janizaries  rather  than  the  troops 
of  a  free  state  should  be  hired  to  subdue  the  colonists.  AVhy 
should  a  nation  of  men,  who  have  borne  the  title  of  rebels  and 
freed  themselves  from  oppression  by  their  swords,  employ 
their  troops  in  crushing  the  Americans,  who  yet  are  worthy  of 
the  esteem  of  the  whole  world  as  defending  with  moderation 
and  with  intrepidity  the  rights  which  God  and  not  the  British 
legislature  has  given  them  as  men ! 

These  ideas,  once  set  in  motion,  were  sure  to  win  the  day ; 
but  the  states  of  Overyssel  suppressed  all  explicit  declarations 
against  England ;  and  the  states  general  disguised  their  refusal 
under  the  form  of  a  consent  to  lend  the  brigade,  on  the  condi- 
tion tliat  it  never  should  be  used  out  of  Europe. 

During  tue  tardy  course  of  the  discussion  Britain  had  ob- 
tained supplies  of  men  from  Germany.  The  electors  and 
landgraves  and  reigning  dukes  of  that  empire  were  so  ac- 
customed to  hire  out  their  troops  for  their  personal  profit, 
that  Gci-man  troops  had  been  engaged  in  every  great  con- 
iQBt  v^hich  raged  from   Poland  to  Lisbon,  from  the  North 
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So  soon  as  it  became  known  that  tho  king  of  En..land  do- 

t^LT"     I'Z  *^^™""^'  ^^""^  »f  ad™nt„r:r"o,ut 

;X.  '  Tlf.  •  """  '''  """""  "'""''  -ceptingtl>oiroiJe™ 
eaymg.  The  gmng  commissions  to  German  officers  to  m 
men  ,n  plain  English,  amount,  to  moldng  mo  a  ddnalfr 
which  I  cannot  think  a  very  honorable  occupation  "bThe 

~trttr'  r*  '  '"'""^'"'^  >ieute'nan«;ion   'ft 
~  I  1  oTt'T"'  '?  Ge^any,  granting  for  the 
purpose  the  use  of  hia  electoral  dominions  and  the  "inrti, 
ponsabl,  nccessa,.,  assistance  and  support  of  his  field  mt 

veterans  to  the  Britis^rdarrThrG;™^^  t"ff  ^ 

trr;';^yLr ^;::=:  rr  "^-r '-'  -'  ^™S 

states  of  the  0^  Zt  "Grla  tV^':'"'  «^™'-»l  "t  the 

eionwith  the  eipL'tntia'Xt^^e^rofTrt 
powers  was  permitted  to  recruit  within  ite  to!"  ,  ,  I  "^ 
its  minister  to  obstruct  the  rccrS;1,fe;^„teS 
serv.ce;  yet  the  king's  contractor  was  vlys  on  ca5y  with  t 
mstalment  of  a  hundred  and  fifty  mc„/and "romt  J  arid 
success  when  the  enterprise  should  get  a  ittle  be  ttcHnto  tan 

wjo  had  .cruitinT  S  '«!=  "a  J^S 
The  nndcrtalcmg  was  prohibited  hy  the  law  of  nationTand  of 
the  empire;  the  British  ministers  therefo.-o  instructed  thdr 
d  pWc  representative  at  the  sn,all  courts  to  rive  111  po 

tofiafpTircgimer  "■"^'"^"^■^  '°™  '^^  *-'-^ 

The  British  ministry  openly  sought  to  engage  enhsidiarv 

oops  m  Germany.     The  elector  of  Saxony  put  a  ido  Z 

"n™;'i";'r  ™°°f  °"'-^-s  that-vid'pt' 

ius   army  mto  the  remote    countries  of   the   New  World 
affected  too  nearly  his  patei-nal  tenderness  for  hil  subj^ 
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and  seemed  too  much  in  contrast  with  the  rules  of  a  healthy 
poUcy."  * 

It  was  hoped  that  the  dulce  of  Brunswick  could  supply 
at  least  three  thousand,  and  the  landgrave  of  Ilesse-Cassel 
five  thousand ;  in  November  1775,  Suffolk  repeated  to  Colonel 
Faucitt,  his  aojent,  the  instructions  before  given  to  the  British 
minister  in  lliissia :  "  Your  point  is  to  get  as  many  men  as 
yon  can ;  it  will  be  much  to  your  credit  to  procure  the  most 
moderate  terms,  though  expense  is  not  so  much  the  object  in 
the  present  emergency  as  in  ordinary  cases.  Great  activity  is 
necessary,  as  the  king  is  extremely  anxious." 

"  I  shall  regard  it  as  a  favor,"  wrote  the  prince  of  "Waldeck, 
"  if  the  king  will  accept  a  regiment  of  six  hundred  men,  com- 
posed of  ofiicers  and  soldiers,  who,  like  their  prince,  will  cer- 
tainly demand  nothing  better  than  to  find  aJi  opportunity  of 
sacrificing  themselves  for  his  majesty."  The  offer  was  eagerly 
closed  with. 

Charles,  the  reigning  duke  of  Brunswick,  was  at  that  time 
about  sixty-tliree.  During  the  forty  years  of  his  rule  the 
spendthrift  had  squandered  a  loan  of  twelve  millions  of  thalers, 
beside  millions  of  liis  revenue,  on  his  Italian  opera,  his  corps 
of  French  dancers,  his  theatre,  journeys,  mistresses,  and  gam- 
ing, his  ex-periments  in  alchemy,  but  most  of  all  on  his  little 
anny.  Within  three  years  a  new  prime  minister  had  improved 
his  finances,  and  Prince  Ferdinand,  the  heir  apparent,  had 
been  admitted  as  co-regent.  In  1764  Ferdinand  had  married 
Augusta,  a  sister  of  George  III.,  receiving  with  her  a  dowry  of 
eighty  thousand  pounds,  beside  an  annuity  of  eight  thousand 
more,  cliargeable  on  the  revenues  of  Ireland  and  Hanover. 
His  governor  had  been  indulgent  to  the  vices  of  his  youth. 
He  adopted  the  skepticism  of  his  century,  with  which  he  mixed 
up  enough  of  philanthropic  sentiment  to  pass  for  a  liberal  and 
humane  free  thinker.  Stately  in  his  appearance,  a  student  of 
attitudes  before  the  glass,  he  was  profuse  of  bows  and  affectedly 
polite.  His  eyes  were  of  a  most  beautiful  blue,  and  their  ex- 
pression friendly  and  winning.  He  himself  and  those  about 
him  professed  the  strongest  sense  of  the  omnipotence  of  legiti- 

*  Count  Sackcn,  the  Saxon  minister,  to  Count  Jloritz  von  Briihl,  Saxon  envoy 
at  Loudon,  22  October  1775.     From  the  archives  of  Saxony.     MS. 
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duc«J  oconom,  i„to  the  public  ^<i.niJS '  CZ^^: 
8  Enghsh  wife,  abandoned  to  Bengal  pleasure  yet  i  ,dcf ,t   ' 

ble  of  gratitude  or  love  nor  tan  to  I  ]       '™  """  ""I"'- 

was  a  good  secondary  officer  evict  in  fl,!         i  '     ^^^ 

(our  thousand  infnntrv  w1l         ,   T'  '"  "'°  °™*^'-  <>f 
Tl-ese  last  were  ^^^^L^^J^XXj"^' 

r2:Ld^tt;n^i^«?:rt^r^"^^^^^^ 

abont  thirty.four  andalnlf  ^f'  ^"\*"^^  ^^'«^^'^«  ^anco,  or 

™» .:  ;^::at  r  r:trof"r  sr ''""  *"' 

thesis;  StJ"  "r  t*^'  ---,  l;.  seleetcd  for 

manof";:;tt  ;rfon"dof  r'°T""'-    ''"  ^™  * 
•-d  spared  no  painst^iie'^:^;";*™'  °^*^''  "» 
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equal  to  more  than  one  Bixth  of  the  able-bodied  men  in  the 
principality. 

It  is  ju3t  to  inquire  if  conduct  like  that  of  Ferdinand  was 
followed  by  a  happy  life  and  an  honorable  death.  Of  his  sons, 
the  eldest  died  two  years  before  him ;  two  others  were  idiotic 
and  blind  ;  his  eldest  daughter  was  married  to  the  brutal  prince 
of  Wiirtembcrg,  and  perished  in  1788.  The  intimate  relations 
which  led  George  III.  to  begin  the  purchase  of  mercenary 
troops  with  his  brother-in-law  made  him  select  Ferdinand's 
youngest  daughter,  Caroline — a  woman  brought  up  in  the  cor- 
rupting atmosphere  of  her  fathei*'s  palace,  and  environed  by 
licentiousness  from  her  childhood — to  become,  at  twenty-seven, 
the  wife  of  the  prince  of  Wales,  and  eventually  a  queen  of 
Great  Britain.  As  to  the  prince  himself,  in  a  battle  where  his 
incompetence  as  a  commander  assisted  to  bring  upon  Prussia  a 
most  disastrous  defeat,  his  eyes  wore  shot  away;  a  fugitive, 
deserted  by  mistiness  and  friends,  he  refused  to  take  food,  and 
80  died. 

From  Brunswick  Faucitt  hurried  to  Cassel,  where  his  com- 
ing was  expected  by  one  who  know  well  the  strait  to  which 
the  British  ministry  was  reduced.  The  people  of  Hesse  pre^ 
serve  the  hardy  and  warlike  character  of  its  ancestral  tribe, 
which  the  Romans  could  never  vanquish.  It  was  a  nation  of 
soldiers,  whose  valor  had  been  proved  in  all  the  battle-fields  of 
Europe.  In  the  former  century  the  republic  of  Venice  had 
employed  them  against  the  Turks,  and  they  had  taken  part  in 
the  siege  of  Athens. 

The  landgrave,  Frederic  II.,  was  about  fifty-six,  and  had 
ruled  for  nearly  sixteen  years.  His  nature  was  brutish  and 
obstinate.  The  wife  of  his  youth,  a  daugliter  of  George  II., 
the  gentlest  of  her  race,  was  forced  to  fly  from  his  inhumanity 
to  his  own  father  for  protection.  At  the  age  of  fifty-three  he 
married  again,  but  lived  with  his  second  consort  on  no  better 
terms  than  with  his  first. 

The  landgrave  had  been  scrupulously  educated  in  the  Re- 
formed Church,  of  which  the  house  of  Hesse  had  over  re- 
garded itsdf  a  bulwark ;  but  he  piqued  himself  on  having  dis- 
burdened his  mind  of  the  prejudices  of  tlie  vulgar,  courted 
Yoltaire's  esteem  by  doubting  various  narratives  in  the  Bible, 
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and  scoffed  alike  at  tlm  nu  t-    ^ 

view,  CalviniJ  h  d  diS  ouT,  °'  n'  ""'  ^'=^^-  I"  -^^ 
though  oommondablo  for  invLrr  '?  ™"™'  """^  J^"*™- 
but  an  ordinary  man     ,„    wT     ?''  ""f  "'"'  "■°"<"'.  ^'^ 

from  dislike  to  fe  si^X  t  of  le  rTr  .''f  "'''=  '»  "*»' 
pooplo.    IIo  had  leamid  tl^      «o  established  worahij,  of  his 

of  Uro,  and  to  mX  ea  ,ita7"    -'r"""'  '°  *»"^''  ""^  "^^ 
at  the  same  thno,  h"tr SIT'         ,?  ^ ™*"S'^  -^ i 
indecorum.    Ihvln.Z^t       J.""'\J»'^^'<=ly  with  shameless 
FrenelMnodes  ItUlolT^f'^'  ^T^""'  '"  '"'^^uco 
ados  during  the  oaraival    ,      r''"™',''"''""'"''''"' '^'1™'- 
Frouch  coquette  for wJi.  ^''°°.*  P'"^*""^"'  '^  ""^t-off 
tondent  of\heatres  for  ,rn'''     •"'*™''  "  ''™°''''  ^»P™a. 
loss  liL-o  Fn,nc:    h  n  1  ^0  ;  ™  •  ''T  "r""«  ""'''  ^ 
"nobody  here  reads,"  sSdFol°"Tl  ^T^' ^'^  ^P'*kss ; 
stiffly  separated,"  said  the  hi:  "n  MaL  '""S  ""'"  ^"^ 
alone  had  influence:  merit  cn„I,l  ^„r  ■'^"■th  or  wealth 

talent  hopo  for  fosterinrc"'e  """"'""'  "-"^I"*''  "»■• 

Hng^"  GenerSdd?t°' •'■:  '*'  ^^  *^  ^"t^. 
confuct  the  negotia     n  '»  "'™"  ''^  >™  '<> 

tionally  in  every  demand  IfZtlZ.^  "'"""  ""'=°"'''- 

fortJthoustdTund:  fort^  '-f  H-T  '^  =""  "^  "^  »»- 
but  the  scandalous  claim  was  revi. Xnd  elfoS  "'  ""^  * 

the  old  ones     In  1  I   "«P™tcly  found  a  place  in  any  of 

contract  bad  an  ad' nttjonrt°°""'  "P™'  '^^  "»- 
Brunswick.  ''''™°*'^°  "^  '''^ty  per  cent  over  that  mth 

^;.  "SS  int  benf:^  *"  — '  "^  '-^' 
terminate  the  war-  the  IIe,,^lT     *  "ampaign  would 

oration,  accepted  a  do  ,b"  21  Tot"'  1"]  "^"'^  "«•- 

p4  to  ejfji- -«:rm[ii:-^^^^^^^^^  » -- 

The  taxes  pai_^,,  ,h„  ,^^^  ^^^^  s.mo^tZ,,,,.  the 
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pay-rolls  and  expenses  of  tlio  Hessian  army.  One  half  of  tliis 
tax  was  rigorously  exacted  for  the  troops  in  the  British  service. 

It  was  stipulated  that  the  British  pay,  which  was  higher 
than  the  Hessian,  should  bo  paid  into  the  treasury  of  Hesse ; 
and  this  afforded  great  opportunities  for  peculation.  The  pay- 
rolls, after  the  first  month,  invariably  included  more  persons 
than  were  in  the  service ;  with  Brunswick,  the  price  to  be  paid 
for  the  killed  and  wounded  was  fixed;  the  landgrave  intro- 
duced no  such  covenant,  and  was  left  with  the  right  to  exact 
full  pay  for  every  man  who  had  been  mustered  into  the  British 
Bervice,  v/hether  in  active  service  or  dead. 

The  British  minister  urged  that  tlie  Hessian  soldiers  should 
be  allowed  as  ample  and  extensive  enjoyment  of  their  pay  as 
the  British ;  "  I  dare  not  agree  to  any  stipulation  on  this  head," 
answered  Schlieffen,  "  for  fear  of  giving  offence  to  the  land- 
grave." "  They  are  my  fellow-soldiers,"  said  the  landgrave ; 
"  and  do  I  not  mean  to  treat  them  well  ? " 

The  sick  and  the  wounded  of  the  Brunswickers  were  to  be 
taken  care  of  in  British  hospitals  ;  for  the  Hessians,  the  land- 
grave claimed  the  benelit  of  providing  a  hospital  of  his  own. 

The  British  ministers  wished  to  clothe  the  mercenary  troops 
in  British  manufactures;  but  the  landgrave  Avould  not  allow 
this  branch  of  his  profits  to  be  impaired. 

It  had  been  thought  in  England  that  the  landgrave  could 
furnish  no  more  than  five  thousand  foot;  but  the  price  was  so 
high  tliat,  after  contracting  for  twelve  thousand,  he  further 
bargained  to  supply  four  hundred  Hessian  yagers,  armed  with 
rifled  guns;  and  then  three  hundred  dismounted  dragoons; 
and  then  three  corps  of  artillery ;  taking  care  for  every  addi- 
tion to  require  the  double  subsidy. 

To  escape  impressment,  his  subjects  fled  into  Hanover; 
King  George,  who  was  elector  of  Hanover,  was  therefore  called 
upon  "  to  discourage  the  elopement  of  Hessian  subjects  into 
that  country,  when  the  demand  for  men  to  enable  the  land- 
grave to  fulfil  his  engagement  w^ith  Great  Britain  was  so 
pressing." 

It  was  thought  essential  to  march  the  troops  through  the 
electorate  to  their  place  of  embarkation ;  for  it  was  not  doubted, 
"  if  the  Hessians  were  to  march  along  the  left  banli  of  the 
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score  of  pettf  prince,  oue^,^^^^^^  1  ^^^'''^  ^"^  P^^^^^P^  l^alf  a 
way  hy  desert  on"     Vet  ve  !  ""  "''^''^  ^^  ''^'  ^  *^« 

been  made  to  believe  tlutTn^A'"^ 'T  ^^^^'"^^^'  ^^^'"g 

license  to  pander  ^d  to  L^ wTiri  °"  ""^'  '^^°  ^'^ 
Evprv  nn;,.+  •     T         ^""u^ge  their  passions. 

ea.  doZ'nd?:    iTdt^tr"^  """  ^"^"'"''  to  the  categori- 
tWrty-ii^t  day  o    wf™,;,"'"  '^^Z™  aigned  on°tho 

from  tho  day  of  ti?Z "1,1  "°  ,"«>■"''  «"Wd.y  was  to  begin 
back  tho  date  of  ho    Cj:„u„  r  *""'^'  5'^  '"'"'^'"^  ^ -' 

IIi3  troop,  were     n    r.ho  IrrE    " '"'T ''• 
commaudc-  was  Lioutonant  rl     i  ,r  "'1'° '  *''''''•  ""^^f 

of  nearly  si..ty,  choZttT-^"'"''''  "  ''"'™  °W  «»=» 
of  a  good  nntetatglu  :;:;;':"'  ""^^'-^f  "'"'  ™-'l«. 

'■!m  stood  Lioutona„ti;„etl  Kn?n,  *^"'"'  *"'  '™'-  ^''^' 
taciturnity  and  rescve  •  Z'f  T^^^  °'""''  '^""'"^^blo  for 
grave's  service.  '      °  "*  "'"  >"=''  »'S'=<^^«  i"  tho  hnd- 

Of  tho  four  maior-e-enenlc.  nnf 
capacity  or  sldll.     Of  tl°o  eoTonl  '''"^  '^™rkablo  for 

who  commanded  the  foL  ba,t! r'  '™'J  "'"'  ^""^"^  Do-oP. 
«ors;  Rail,  Jlinigorode  wT^^r  ^""f"'^  ^°'»  «- 
other,  had  served  w.'i,dtlIior'       "'  ""'  '""  "'  "^ 

exaettsTlLlamCf  t^^^^^     *"  ^'^«"8  *»  ^H  the 
troops  early  in  Fobr,a°rv<n,°;''  "'«''"'"*  *°  *'"'■>  the 
the  expected  advanS    Z t^'    '"''""  ^""^°"^'  "  '^"1  »" 
teen  bittaUons  sloS'e  nrl     Tf  ^'^™  "°°^™"=d  "'"t  tUr- 
February;  but  com  !„„'!,  ^T     "  """''^'"'  *'«=  fifteenth  of 
British  aininistr  Z  ttefte       "  "'°'»g"^ '^  P^^^  of  tho 
that  interested  people  mflt  7  """■'  '°°'  '"  P"™'^  ™^«H 
t-ctors,  ,vho  diH^'pSe  ^nfrr"""^  ""  *'"'  '=°''- 
appointed,  and  even  in  ArlT      ,7'°''^  ""ongh  at  the  time 
al!  he  ready.    The  fist  tot       ^.°'  tell  when  they  wonld 
^l  from  England  til    tf  e  7  T  /T  ^""'™*  ^id  not 
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was  old,  and  only  patched  up  for  the  present ;  "  the  person 
who  executed  the  commission  "  for  purchasing  shoes  for  them 
in  England  sent  "  fine  thin  dancing  pumps,"  and  of  these  the 
greatest  number  were  too  small  for  use. 

The  treaty  with  the  hereditary  prince  of  Ilesse-Cassel,  who 
ruled  in  Hanau,  met  with  no  obstacle.  lie  went  in  person 
round  the  different  bailiwicks  to  choose  recruits,  and  accom- 
panied his  regiment  as  far  as  Frankfort  on  their  way  to  Ilel- 
voetsluys.  Conscious  of  the  merit  of  this  devotion,  he  pressed 
for  an  additional  special  subsidy.  Suffolk  granted  the  demand 
under  an  injunction  of  the  most  absolute  secrecy,  and  received 
written  promises  of  a  discretion  without  bounds.  "My  at- 
tachment to  the  best  of  kings  removes  all  idea  of  interest  in 
me,"  wrote  the  prince. 

It  was  doubted  if  the  prince  of  Waldeck  could  make  good 
his  offers,  for  there  were  already  three  Waldeck  regiments  in 
the  service  of  the  Netherlands ;  tlie  states  of  the  overtasked 
principality  had  complained  of  the  loss  of  its  subjects ;  but 
the  prince  vowed  so  Avarm  an  attachment  to  the  "  incomparable 
monarch  "  of  Britain  that,  on  the  twentieth  of  April,  the  treaty 
with  him  was  closed.  To  raise  a  regiment  needed  force  and 
authority,  and  that  "  he  should  not  be  too  tender  of  his  own 
subjects."  To  prevent  their  deserting,  a  corps  of  mounted 
yagers  escorted  them  to  Beverungen. 

The  half-crazed  ruling  prince  of  the  house  of  Anhalt- 
Zerbst,  brother  to  the  empress  of  Russia,  who  lived  very  rarely 
within  his  own  dominions  but  kept  up  sixteen  recruiting- 
stations  outside  of  them,  Avrote  directly  to  George  III.,  offering 
a  regiment  of  six  hundred  and  twenty-seven  men;  but  the 
letter  was  so  strange  that  it  was  pronounced  not  fit  to  be 
delivered,  and  during  that  year  nothing  came  of  his  proposal. 

The  elector  of  Bavaria  made  an  overture  to  Elliot,  the 
British  minister  at  Hatisbon ;  but  it  was  not  heeded,  for  "  his 
court  was  so  sold  to  Austria  and  France "  that  he  dared  not 
speak  of  it  "  to  his  own  ministers." 

On  the  last  day  of  February  the  treaties  with  Brunswick 
and  Hesse  were  considered  in  the  house  of  commons.  Lord 
North  said :  "  The  troops  are  wanted ;  the  terms  on  which 
they  are  procured  are  less  than  we  could  have  expected ;  the 
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"-Sit ;- ~  ^i--r:x!;^ -^ 

"  Our  b°„si„os  ^mCoZLT^,  ""Poverishos  the  country^' 

wan,  ".o  that  tho  LtZZ    7     ?  '""•"  '"'"''=''  ^'''™- 
I'oforo."    lord  ImlZLT  ?  ""  '""""■  '<"•■"»  "-an  over 

of  IIosso  and  th  d  ,k„  of  1^^  7'^"  ^  "'^''"  '""g™™ 
and  dishonored  in  tCLt^^T''  """'''  G-^-nauy  .», 
for  thoso  who  have  moft  ,1  fP"'  "^  "  """oi-y  of  men 

bettor  and  nohler  her;  tlTJ^  "'"'"'«  "'""'  ^^^'"^  "»■  ^ 
Ilesso  has  hi,  J.rofotyTo  in  &Lf  T  ™-    '^''^  '""''S™™  of 
were  a  prinee/he  sh,,  l"w1  rtll  hr"',"'"  ^^'^  "'=''  «  '« 
moors,  so  tl,at  he  eould  turT  tit„  •       '"''^•''""'  ">  ''o  Waeka- 
them."    A  warning  voiee,™"'.""  "r^^-^oney  by  selhng 
ae  Amoriean  conlreL     ;™J^l<'^^>"f  ■'''^:  "i'on  so! 
powers  ;  when  they  intervene  tl,?      °f  ..IPP'^-'-g  to  foreign 
i3  totally  cut  off."    "ThU         ''T*""'^  °f  ^conciliation 
tnttrel/ who  had  serv.d  l^ZZ  °^f^"-'«- •"  -<•  Jamc^ 
tl-ousands  of  British  ouhfoets  norif'    T  ^'oath-warrants  to 
colonies."    Georgo  GrenS'rft      ''■  *''""''  ''S'^'"^'^  the 
■am,  stated  this  !s  the  X^aMvc  ^'^"^7  "^  ^"^'-S- 
'ca,  or  shall  wo  rceover  o„r  IT       ■  ™  "'"""''on  Amor- 

^^0  had  hotter  ma,rono"cCrCi"'^  Td^  '=°""'-^' 
mam  defended  the  treaties  on  Vl,  ,     "*  ^'=°''So  Ger- 

Lord  Earrington  conned  Zt  IT,'  °'  """'^''y'  *"» 
l>o  procured  on  any  to™!  and  if  f  '''"""^  "<"''''  »ot 

could  be  made.    The  171Z,  '^"'  ""^  '^'  •«=«'  'i^at 

majority.  ™°''""^'  ""re  sustained  by  their  usual 

Five  days  later  thoy  wore  em,-,u„  „  ii 
liouseof  lords;  b„t  not  without  !^^  ^ell  supported  in  the 
Cumberland,  one  of  tl°e  iw!,     .,       '^^  ^™'°  ""=  ''"to  of 
'0  see  Brunswieke^  w  ,o  "fee  t"  "^'  "'"'  ^"'''  ^  "  ^  '^'"^»' 
ployed  in  the  defence  of  the  fh    ."".  ^"^ ''°"""-  "'o-'o  om- 

to  «.hj„gate  his  conStutl  nil'  trtiLl":  tf  ^■"''  ""'^  ^^^ 
vast  empire."  "ueroes  m  another  part  of  this 

p«n;bythe.nd:rtrsiro:f:ir*-^ 
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twenty  of  his  subjects,  or  one  in  four  of  the  able-bodied  men ; 
a  proportionate  conscription  in  177C  would  have  shipped  to 
America  from  England  and  Wales  alone  an  army  of  more  than 
four  hundred  thousand  men.  Soldiers  were  impressed  from 
the  plough,  the  workshop,  the  highway ;  no  man  was  safe  from 
the  inferior  agents  of  the  princes,  who  kidnapped  without 
scruple.  Almost  every  family  in  Hesse  mourned  for  one  of  its 
members. 

In  a  letter  to  Voltaire,  tlie  landgrave,  announcing  his  con- 
tribution of  troops,  expressed  his  zeal  to  learn  "the  diflScult 
principles  of  the  art  of  governing  men,  and  of  making  them 
perceive  that  all  which  their  ruler  does  is  for  their  special 
good."  lie  wrote  a  catechism  for  princes,  in  which  Voltaire 
professed  to  find  traces  of  a  pupil  of  the  king  of  Prussia. 
"  Do  not  attribute  his  education  to  me,"  answered  the  great 
Frederic ;  "  were  he  a  graduate  of  my  school,  he  would  never 
have  turned  Catholic,  and  would  never  have  sold  his  subjects 
to  the  English  as  they  drive  cattle  to  the  shambles.  He  a  pre- 
ceptor of  sovereigns !  The  sordid  passion  for  gain  is  the  only 
motive  of  his  vile  procedure." 

From  avarice  he  sold  the  flesh  of  his  own  people  while 
they  were  yet  alive,  depriving  many  of  existence  and  himself 
of  honor.  In  the  land  of  free  cities  and  free  thought,  an  em- 
pire which  spoke  the  language  of  Luther,  where  Kant  hy  pro- 
found analysis  was  compelling  skepticism  itself  to  bear  witness 
to  the  eternal  law  of  duty,  where  Lessing  inculcated  faith  in 
an  ever-improving  education  of  the  race,  where  the  heart  of 
the  best  palpitated  with  hope  for  the  American  cause — the 
landgrave  forced  his  state  to  act  ao^ainst  that  libertv  which  was 
the  child  of  the  Gennan  forests,  and  the  moral  life  of  the  Ger- 
manic nation.  And  did  judgment  slumber  ?  "Were  the  eyes 
of  the  Most  High  turned  elsewhere  ?  Or,  in  the  abyss  of  the 
divine  counsels,  were  there  in  preparation  for  a  land  so  divided 
and  so  full  of  tyrants  a  regeneration  and  unioxi  after  the  exam- 
ple of  America  ? 
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CHAPTER  XXin. 

AMERICA   8EEKS   FOKEIQN  AID. 

1775-1770. 

Fkance  and  the  thirteen  American  colonies  xv-ere  attracted 
toward  each  other,  and  it  is  not  easy  to  decide  which  of  them 
made  the  first  overhire,  "Chatham  as  the  conciliator  of 
America  taat  is  the  man  to  fear,"  wrote  the  Count  De 
Oruines*  from  London,  in  June  1775. 

Vergennes,  with  wonderful  powers  of  penetration,  analyzed 
the  character  of  the  British  ministei^  and  their  acts,  and  as  a 
eouriier  contrasted  me  seeming  anarchy  of  England  with  the 
happiness  of  the  French  in  "living  peacefully  under  a  good 
and  virtuous  lung."     The  British  secretaiy  o/state  desire^d  to 
draw  from  the  French  ambassador  at  London  a  written  denial 
o±^  Lee  8  assertion  that  the  Americans  had  a  certainty  of  re- 
cemng  support  from  France  and  Spain;  but  "the  king  of 
rrance  woiild  not  suffer  himself  to  be  used   as  an  instru^ 
ment  to  bend  the  resistance  of  the  Americans.       «  The  prin- 
ciples  of  moderation  and  of  justice  which  constantly  animate 
the  councils  of  the  king  ought,"  said  Yergemies,  "to  rea^ 
sure  his  Bntamuc  majesty  against  disquiet  as  to  our  views. 
;r  /f7;^«\""g  50  take  advantage  of  the  embarrassments 
m  which  England  is  involved  by  American  affairs,  we  would 
rather  seek  to  give  our  aid  in  disengaging  her  from  them, 
ihe  spirit  of  revolt,  wherever  it  breaks  out,  is  always  a  trou- 
blesome example.    Moral  maladies  become  contagious ;  so  that 
we  ought  to  be  on  our  guard  that  the  spirit  of  independence, 
so  terrible  in  North  America,  may  not  be  communicated  to 
points  which  interest  us  in  both  hemispheres. 

*  Letter  of  Do  Guinea  to  Ycrgonne3,  16  June  1775.    MS. 


360        AMERICA  ARMS  FOR  SELF-DEFENCE. 


KP,  III. ;  OH.,  XXUI. 


'         f 


"  We  have  seen  with  pain  the  forming  of  the  crisis,  from 
the  presentiment  that  it  may  Jiave  wider  effects  than  nature 
itseK  can  cause  to  be  foreseen.  We  do  not  hide  from  our- 
selves the  waywardnesses  which  enthusiasm  could  encourage 
and  upon  which  fanaticism  could  operate,"  * 

On  the  twenty-eighth  of  July  1775,  Rochford,  the  secretary 
of  state,  conversing  with  De  Guines,  the  French  ambassador, 
remarked  that  "many  persons  of  both  parties  were  thoroughly 
persuaded  that  the  way  to  terminate  the  war  in  America  was 
to  declare  war  against  France."     De  Guines  encouraged  the 
communicativeness  of  the  secretary,  who  declared  it  to  be  the 
English  opinion  that  England  now,  as  before  the  last  peace, 
was  a  match  for  Spain  and  France  united ;  that,  in  the  event 
of  a  war  with  those  powers,  America,  through  fear  of  the  re- 
covery of  Canada  by  France,  would  give  up  her  contest  and 
side  with  England.    Eochford  repeated  these  remarks  to  the 
Spanish  envoy.     Vergennes  was  unable  to  imagine  how  sensi- 
ble people  could  regard  a  war  with  France  as  a  harbor  of  ref- 
uge,   "i'he  English  cabinet  is  greatly  mistaken,"  said  he, 
"if  it  thinks  we  regret  Canada;  they  may  themselves  repent 
having  made  its  acquisition."    Just  as  he  felt  the  need  of 
exact  information  on  the  state  of  opinion  in  America,  acci- 
dent offered  a  most  trusty  agent  in  Bonvouloir,  a  French  gen- 
tleman of  good  judgment  and  impenetrable  secrecy.     Driven 
from  St.  Domingo  by  the  climate,  he  had  returned  by  way  of 
Philadelphia,  Is^'ew  l^ork,  Providence,  and  the  neighborhood 
of  Boston ;  and  he  reported  that  in  America  every  man  was 
turned  soldier,  that  all  the  world  crowded  to  the  camp  of 
liberty.     The  proposition  to  send  him  back  to  America  was 
submitted  by  De  Guines  from  London  through  Yergennes  to 
.ne  king,  who  consented.    Here  is  the  beginning  of  the  inter- 
vention of  Louis  XVI.  in  the  American  revolution.     Neither 
Ilia  principles  nor  his  sentiments  inclined  him  to  aid  rebel- 
lion ;  but  the  danger  of  an  attack  from  the  English  was  held 
before  his  eyes,  and,  on  the  seventh  of  August,  Yergennes 
could  reply  to  De  Guines:  "The  king  very  much  approves 
the  mission  of  Bonvouloir.    His  instructions  should  be  ver- 
bal, and  confined  to  the  two  most  essential  objects :  the  one, 

*  Vergennes  to  Do  Guines,  Versailles,  23  June  1775.     MS. 
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to  make  to  you  a  faithful  report  of  eyents  and  of  the  ™e 

™lmg  deposition  of  the  pablie  mind;  tho  other  to    ecC 

he  Amencans  against  jealousy  of  us.    Canada  i    for  tiem 

we  do'rotlirr;""^^  t'  '^  "-"^^ '» unde.t::d  s 

flienrtlTl-,     ?         ,'    "'  ""'   "■"»  *■""'  f"--  from  envying 
them  the  Lberty  and  independence  u-hieh  they  labor  to  L 
C"e    we  ,d„i^  j^^  ^^^^^^^  ^^  grandeur  of  thS; 

efforts  have  no  interest  to  injure  them,  and  shdl  wM>  p  eat^ 
Z%  T  7™.»:«tanees  plaee  them  at  liberty  to  frenuett  o^ 

will  soon  pi  ove  to  them  our  esteem."  ■With  these  instructions 
Bonvonloii-  repaired  to  the  Low  Countries,  and  found™  Z 
weip  au  opportunity  of  embavkiug  for  th;  eolories 

Louis  Y  VI ''t""'  °  ;T  '°  ^°°''^"'^  "'  "°  ™"^='^  from 
l^uis  XVI   encouraged  the  notion  that  England  miit  «e.^ 

a  ;:r":itf  iCr'  T-P^"™^  °^  "-  -'""^^  by  e^l^rilgt 

-.^^  r  t^:t;t:Stt^tffrs 

"ar^fnrj        ^^^^^^^^^geuts.     "The  Americans,"  said  he 

Yet  the  means  of  pacifying  America  were  so  obvious  that 
Vergennes  was  hardly  able  to  conceive  how  the  EnSim^^ 
isters  could  mi'ss  thmn     The.  ^>^n    •        .  ,  -t^ngnsJi  min- 

Eno-land  renli^i  •  «  %'  received,      ihe  ambassador  in 

but°tr„  1   '        -•  1^    ?  '"^  "*''"  >'™  '""'^  o«gW'  to  be  done  • 
but  the  1  mg  or  England  is  the  most  obstmat^  prince  Zhe' 

"   l^iUhTior  ''"  °'  -»P--»S  tlaeir  places  S 
never  adopt  the  policy  necessary  in  a  great  crisis." 

A  motion  m  Congress,  by  Chase  of  Maryland,  to  send  en- 
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voys  to  Franco  witli  conditional  instructions  did  not  prevail ; 
but,  on  tho  twenty-ninth  of  Novombcr,  Harrison,  Franklin' 
Johnson.  Uickinson,  and  Jay  were  appointed  a  secret  "  com- 
mittee for  the  sole  purpose  of  corresponding  with  friends  in 
Great  Britain,  Ireland,  and  other  parts  of  the  world,"  and 
fuiids  were  set  aside  "for  the  payment  of  such  agents  as  they 
might  send  on  tliis  service." 

Simultar  eously,  Dumas,  u  Su-iss  by  birth,  residing  in  Hol- 
land, tho  liberal  editor  of  Yattcl's  work  on  international  law, 
had  written  to  Franklin,  his  personal  friend,  that  "all  Europe 
wished  the  Americans  the  best  success  in  the  maintenance  of 
their  liberty;"  on  the  twelfth  of  December  the  congressional 
committee  of  secret  correspondence  authorized  Artlmr  Lee, 
who  was  then  in  London,  to  ascertain  the  disposition  of  foreigj 
powers,  and  Dumas,  at  tho  Hague,  was  charged  with  a  simirar 
commission. 

Just  then  Bonvouloir,  the  discreet  emidsary  of  Yergennes, 
anived  in   Philadelphia;   and,  through    Francis  Daymen,  a 
Frenchman,  tho  trusty  librai-ian  of  tlie  Library  Company  in 
that  city,  was  introduced  to  Franklin  and  the  other  members 
of  the  secret  committee,  with  whom  he  held  several  confer- 
ences by  niglit.     "Will  Franco  aid  us?  and  at  what  wice?" 
were  the  questions  put  to  him.     "France,"  answcred'he,  "is 
well  disposed  to  you  ;  if  she  should  give  you  aid,  as  she  may, 
it  will  be  on  just  and  equitable  conditions.     Make  your  pro- 
posals, and  I  will  present  them."     "  Will  it  be  prudent  for  us 
to  send  over  a  plenipotentiary  ? "  ask.    the  committee.  "  That," 
replied  he,  "  would  be  precipitate  and  even  hazardous,  for  Avhat 
passes  in  France  is  known  in  London ;  but,  if  you  will  give  me 
anything  in  charge,  I  may  receive  answers  well  suited  to  guide 
your  conduct,  although  I  can  guarantee  nothing  except  that 
your  confidence  will  not  be  betrayed."     From  repeated  inter- 
views,  Bonvouloir  obtained  such  just  information  that  his 
report  to  tlie  French  minister,  though  confusedly  written,  is  in 
substance  exact.     He  explained  that  "  the  Americans  hesitated 
about  a  declaration  of  independence  and  an  appeal  to  France ; 
that  the  British  king  had  not  as  yet  done  them  evil  enough ; 
that  they  still  waited  to  have  more  of  their  towns  destroyed 
and  more  of  their  houses  burned  before  they  would  completely 
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abhor  tlie  emblems  of  British  power;   that  a  bnV  was  des- 
patched to  Nantes  for  munitions  of  war,  and  an  ^.^alenfen^ 
made  for  purchasing  the  same  articles  of  France  by  way  of  St 
Dommgo;   that  skilful  engineer,  were  much  wLed;  that 
everybody  m  the  colonies  appeared  to  have  turned  solder 

ther  il-         ^'"Z  "^*'"  "^"-^^'^^  ^'^^  -'^  ^-d  taken  fo; 

^Z\7r'"'  .^  T^'''''^''  ''''^'  ''^"^'*°^^  ^'^*t^««'  -^d  a  mailed 
arm  holdmg  hirteen  arrows."  His  communications  were  to 
for;n  the  subject  of  the  most  momentous  deliberation  which 
had  engaged  the  attent  on  of  a  French  king  for  two  centuries 

s.JnJr     ^v  7^^^'"''  ''^''^' ''''  ^^  "^S'^^*  that  two  thou, 
sand  men  m  Washmgton's  army  were  destitute  of  arms  and 
unable  to  procure  them,  led  to  a  more  direct  appeal;  and  S  ks 
Deane-a  graduate  of  Yale  college,  at  one  time  a  s'ehool-m  s- 
ter,  afterward  a  trader;  reputed  in  congress  to  be  well  versed 
m  commei^u    affairs;  superficial,  yet  able  to  write  and  speak 
readily  and  plausibly ;  wanting  deliberate  forecast,  accurate  in- 
formation  sohdity  of  judgment,  secrecy,  and  integrity-findin^^ 
himself  left  out  of  the  delegation  from  Connecticut,  whose  con'- 
tidence  he  never  possessed,  solicited  and  received  from  the 
committee  of  secret  correspondence  an  appointment  as  com- 
mercial commissioner  and  agent  to  France.    That  country  the 
committee  on  the  third  of  March  17TG  instructed  him  to'say 
IS  pitched  upon  for  the  first  application,  from  an  opinion  that 
It  we  should,  as  there  is  appearance  we  shall,  come  to  a  total 
separation  with  Great  Britain,  Franco  would  bo  the  power 
whose  fnendship  it  would  be  fittest  for  us  to  obtain  and  culti- 
vate.      The  announcement  was  to  be  coupled  M'ith  a  renuest 
for  clothing  and  arms  for  twenty-five  thousand  men,  a  hundred 
Hcld-pieccs,  and  a  suitable  quantity  of  ammunition. 

For  a  twelvemonth  the  problem  of  granting  aid  to  the 
American  insurgents  had  been  debated  in  the  cabinet  of  the 
king  of  France,  and  his  ministers  were  irreconcilably  divided 
Vergenncs  promoted  the  emancipation  of  America  with  reso- 
luteness  and  prudence,  remaining  always  master  of  himself 
and  always  mindful  that  in  point  of  rank  he  was  but  o,  subor' 
dinate  m  the  cabinet  of  which  he  yet  was  the  guide  The 
quiet  and  uniform  influence  of  his  department  imperceptibly 
overcame  the  scruples  of  the  inexperienced  prince,  who  never 
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compreliended  the  far-reaching  influence  of  tlic  question.  Sar- 
tine,  tbo  minister  of  the  marine,  and  St.  Germain,  the  now  sec- 
retary of  war  wlio  had  been  called  from  retirement  and  pov- 
erty to  reform  the  abuses  in  the  French  army,  sustained  Ver- 
gcnncs.  Oa  the  other  side,  Maurepas,  the  head  of  the  cabinet, 
waa  for  poace,  though  his  frivolity  and  desire  to  please  left  his 
opinions  to  the  control  of  circumstances.  Peace  was  the  choice 
of  Malcshcrbes,  who  had  the  finnness  of  sincerity,  yet  was  a 
man  of  meditation  and  study  rather  than  of  action ;  and  Tur- 
got  was  immovable  in  his  opposition  to  a  war  with  Britain. 

The  faithful  report  from  Bonvouloir,  the  French  agent  at 
Philadelphia,  reached  Vergennes  in  the  first  days  of  March 
177G,  and  furnished  him  an  occasion  for  bringing  before  the 
king  with  unusual  solemnity  these  "  considerations : " 

"  Whether  France  and  Spain  should  desire  the  subjection  or 
the  independence  of  the  English  colonies,  is  problematical ;  on 
either  hypothesis,  they  are  menaced  with  danger. 

^ "  The  continuation  of  the  civil  war  may  be  regarded  as  in- 
finitely advantageous  to  France  and  Spain,  inasmuch  as  it  will 
exhaust  the  victors  and  the  vanquished;  but,  on  tLo  other 
hand,  there  is  room  to  fear,  first,  that  the  Englisli  ministry, 
feeling  the  insufficiency  of  its  means,  may  stretch  out  the  hand 
of  conciliation ;  or,  secondly,  after  conquering  English  Amer- 
ica, may  use  it  as  an  instrument  to  subjugate  European  Eng- 
land ;  or,  thirdly,  beaten  on  the  continent  of  America,  may 
seek  indemnity  at  the  expense  of  France  and  Spain  ;  or,  fourth- 
ly, that  the  colonists,  on  attaining  independence^,  may  from 
necessity  become  conquerors,  and,  by  forcing  their  surplus 
produce  upon  Spanish  America,  destroy  the  ties  which  bind 
our  colonics  to  their  metropolis. 

"  These  different  suppositions  can  almost  equally  conduct 
to  war  with  France  and  Spain ;  on  the  first,  because  England 
will  be  tempted,  by  the  large  force  she  has  prepared,  to  make 
the  too  easy  conquests  of  which  the  West  Indies  offer  the  oppor- 
tunity ;  on  the  second,  because  the  suppression  of  liberty  in  the 
mother  country  can  be  effected  only  by  flattering  the  national 
hatred  and  jealousy  ;  on  tlie  third,  through  the  necessity  of  the 
ministry  to  divert  the  rage  of  the  English  people  by  a  useful 
and  brilliant  acquisition. 
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the  Z ?.*^°  '^''P*^'"  "^  "^^"°^'  ^«  «"«  of  tl^e  colonies  of 
3  wmcu  i^ngiand  is  now  send  nij  to  America     AVn 

are  Dersuadprl  tl.of  o  Eno-hshmcn  of  all  parties 

the  world      Enf  tln-=  ,-o       .  .i  •        ^^  ^'^''''  quarters  of 

"The  continuance  of  the  war  for  at  Ipocf  «r,«  •    ^ 

need  a^l  her  strength  to  keep  do«-n  their  spirit.  ° 

^™  for  ^  "»l>'ary  stores  and  money,  without  soeldngany 

htTu      .  ^""'^  ""'  P"""'^"'  *J«"  of  the  moment •  bni 
It  would  not  comport  with  the  dignity  or  interest  of    h  'kLg 
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to  treat  with  tlio  insurgents  till  the  liberty  of  Engliah  America 
eliall  liavo  acquired  consistency. 

"In  this  moment  of  public  danger  it  is  indispensable  to 
raise  the  effective  force  of  the  two  monarchies  to  the  heio-ht 
of  their  real  power;  for,  whatever  may  be  the  issue  of  the 
present  war  between  England  and  her  colonies,  of  all  conjec- 
tures which  circumstances  authorize,  the  least  probable  is  that 
peace  can  bo  preserved." 

This  discussion  of  American  affairs  was  tiimuitaueous  with 
the  passionate  opposition  of  the  ai'istocracy  of  France  to  the 
reforms  of  Turgot.  The  parliament  of  Paris  had  just  refused 
to  register  the  royal  edicts  which  ho  had  wisely  prepared  for 
the  relief  of  the  peasants  and  the  mechanics  of  the  kingdom  • 
and  the  registration  of  the  decrees  was  enforced  only  by  the 
extreme  exercise  of  his  prerogative  against  a  remonstrance 
of  the  aristocracy,  who  to  the  last  resisted  the  measures  of  jus- 
tice to  the  laboring  classes,  as  "  confounding  the  nobility  and 
the  clergy  with  the  rest  of  the  people." 

The  king  directed  Vergennes  to  communicate  his  memo- 
rial on  the  colonies  to  Turgot,  whoso  written  opinion  upon 
it  was  required.  Yergeimes  obeyed,  recommending  to  his 
colleague  secrecy  and  celerity,  for  Spain  was  anxiously  wait- 
ing the  determination  of  the  court  of  France.  Turgot  took 
more  than  three  weeks  for  deliberation,  allowed  full  course  to 
his  ideas,  and  on  the  sixth  of  April  gave  the  king  this  ad- 
vice: 

"  Whatever  may  or  ought  to  be  the  wish  of  the  two  cro^vns, 
nothing  can  arrest  the  course  of  events  which  sooner  or  later 
will  certainly  bring  about  the  independence  of  the  English 
colonies,  and,  as  an  inevitable  consequence,  a  total  revolution 
in  the  relations  of  Europe  and  America.  The  Anglo-Ameri- 
can enthusiasts  for  liberty  may  be  overwhelmed  by  force,  but 
their  will  can  never  be  broken.  If  their  country  is  laid  waste, 
they  may  disperee  themselves  among  the  boundless,  inacces- 
sible backwoods,  and,  from  the  depths  of  their  retreats,  be 
always  ready  to  trouble  the  English  establishments  on  their 
coasts.  If  their  country  is  reduced  without  a  universal  devas- 
tation, the  courage  of  the  colonists  will  be  like  a  spring,  which 
remains  bent  only  so  long  as  an  undiminished  pressure  weighs 
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!!i°'''"'.  '^I'.^  project  of  the  English  ministry  is  the  most  ^x 
travagant  which  can  be  conceived. 

"Should  the  English  government,  after  costly  efforts  fail 
in  Its  plans  against  the  colonies,  it  will  hardly  be  d  Zed  . 

pondelee  l?T  T  ^"^  ^'"^^'^^^^  ^^^  ^"  *^«  a^««l«te  inde- 
pondenee  of  the  colomes,  and  that  event  will  certainlv  hpfvl 

conduct,  the  courage,  and  intolligonco  of  the  Imoric"   I 

:ziz  tnr  •/;f:trcnT.lr  -■■^"^.™  ^ 

will  1„™  peace  and  sefk  "c™  "t '  '''  ""''^"""'  ''^^■ 
subject  provincea  butVfSly  rto^^flr  7  "^  ""'"  "^ 
rndfaVand  ttt^r"  ."""^'^  °"  ™°°1'<"^  is  pr^cariins 

..ie.  att  :t:;  r ;r  srtrr-  ™^  ^- 

no  oourso'imr  '  tZ  "•  ""^^  "'  J'"™'"-^  "'  -<» 
.».  tiL-       ,     .'™  '™"  obstinately  resist  will  none  the  Ipso 
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European  nations  of  llio  jealousy  of  commerce,  there  will 
exist  among  men  one  great  cause  of  war  the  loss,  and  iL  is  very 
difficult  not  to  desire  an  evert  which  is  to  accomplish  this  good 
for  the  human  race.  In  our  colonies  wo  shall  save  many  mill- 
ions;  and,  if  we  acquire  the  liberty  of  commerce  and  naviga- 
tion with  all  the  northern  continent,  wo  shall  be  amply  com- 
pensated, 

^  "  Unhappily,  Spain  lias  less  facility  than  any  other  power  to 
quit  the  route  that  she  has  followed  for  two  centuries,  and  con- 
form to  a  new  order  of  things.  She  has  made  no  prepara- 
tions to  substitute  for  empire  over  her  American  provinces  a 
fraternal  connection  founded  on  the  identity  of  origin,  lan- 
guage, and  manners,  without  the  opposition  of  interests ;  to 
offer  them  liberty  as  a  gift,  instead  of  yieldir  •  it  to  force. 
Nothing  is  more  worthy  of  the  wisdom  of  the  king  of  Spain 
and  his  council  than  from  this  present  time  to  fix  their  atten- 
tion on  the  possibility  of  this  forced  separation,  and  on  the 
measures  to  be  taken  to  prepare  for  it. 

"  It  is  a  very  delicate  question  to  know  if  wo  can,  under- 
hand, help  the  Americans  to  ammunition  or  money.  There  is 
no  difficulty  in  shutting  our  eyes  on  their  purchases  in  our 
ports;  our  merchants  are  free  to  sell  to  any  who  will  buy  of 
them ;  we  do  not  distinguish  the  colonists  from  the  English ; 
but  to  aid  the  Americans  with  money  would  excite  in  the  Eng- 
lish just  complaints. 

"Combining  all  circumstances,  it  may  certainly  be  believed 
that  the  English  ministry  does  not  desire  war,  and  our  prepara- 
tions ought  to  tend  only  to  the  maintenance  of  peace.  Peace 
is  the  preference  of  the  king  of  France  and  the  king  of  Spain. 
Every  plan  of  aggression  ought  to  be  rejected,  first  of  all  from 
moral  reasons.  To  these  are  to  be  added  the  reasons  of  inter- 
est, drawn  from  the  situation  of  the  two  powers.  Spain  has 
not  in  her  magazines  the  requirements  for  arming  ships-of- 
war,  and  cannot  in  time  of  need  assemble  a  duo  number  of 
sailors,  nor  count  on  the  ability  and  experience  of  her  naval 
officers.  Her  finances  could  not  suffice  for  years  of  extraor- 
dinary efforts. 

"  As  for  us,  the  king  knows  that,  in  spite  of  economies 
and  ameliorations  since  the  beginning  of  hia  reign,  the  ex- 
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»^at<.  of  „eak„o.  ti-at"::  r:^'e^\t",r  it  ir> ," 

For  an  unavoidable  V'ar,  resources  couUhr  f„.    ?^^""'- 

laborer  of  Va^hk^o^^.W  '^°:^''^  ">  ^  "'»  f^"<"' 

iop.ed  a.  passt  r,;  tigbrcCul'lf  r'^^n"" 
minatcd  by  integrity  ^     ^^  S^"'"«  i"«- 

durable  liberty  nor  bannino",  but  fo  ^  \  ?"}"'  """"" 

seatative  ffovLmont?"    "     t,     ,        !"  T "''° ''''™  "'P™- 

ogeuarianf  y~'\  The  riJl  t  o/LS  "T'^*^  ""^  <"=- 

Malesborbes  to  Louis  Xy^  ^  ^^:^Z':^' ^t! 

reason.    The  safest  conneil  for  a  king  is  the  nation  ile  f ' 
The  pubbe  mmd  applied  itself  to  improving  the  condi  fen  'f 

otr    1?    ?    go™"""™*  a"d  the  universal  aim  of  all  pbi- 

W  !?%tl  ,     ,'"  ^"''^*  ''"''P'"''"  °f  "'^  gn^atest  num- 
ber      Turgot,  by  his  earnest  purpose  to  restrain  proflimte  ev 
penditure  and  lighten  the  grievous  burdens  of  th„  T 

seemed  ealled  forth  by  Provfdeneo  ^  ptiXlm^;  fh^ n'^ 
and  ho  d  baek  the  nobility  from  the  fathomless  oh  J  Wd 

atport  bu^  tlT  f  ""=",    J''  ''^  """'-^  '<"'"'  ■>-*-  f- 

^e^  stl'Cf ';:^%:':'^ '-'  ■">  «^=^  ?--*>«  »<>  tw 

VOL.  IV. — 24 


!  ;'! 


370         AMERICA  ARMS  FOR  SELF-DEFENCE,    ep.  m. ;  en.  xxiii. 


(        t 


'  i 


!      r 


f  ' 


If  I 


f  i) 


Tiirgot,  who,  like  Malesherbes,  believed  in  the  imprescripti- 
ble right  of  man  to  the  free  use  of  his  powers,  wished  that  the 
executive  chief  should  profit  by  tho  counsels  of  the  collected 
wisdom  of  the  nation :  but  he  stood  without  any  support  in 
the  cabinet.  Courtiers,  parliaments,  the  guilds  of  tradesmen, 
the  noble  proprietors  of  lands,  opposed  him ;  Count  d'Artois, 
the  king's  brother,  railed  at  him,  as  undermining  the  nobility, 
the  bulwark  and  support  of  the  throne ;  the  police  favored  the 
privileged  classes.  Turgot  must  either  through  the  king  be- 
come all-prevailing,  or  go  into  private  life.  Maurepas  insinu- 
ated to  the  king  that  discontent  pervaded  France,  and  that 
it  had  Turgot  alone  for  its  object;  that  it  was  not  best  to 
wait  lor  his  resignation,  for  he  might  give  as  his  reason  for 
the  act  that  he  was  hindered  in  the  accomplishment  of  good. 
On  the  twelfth  of  May,  therefore,  he  was  dismissed  as  one 
■who  was  not  suited  to  his  place. 

Sartine  had  always  supported  the  American  policy  of  Yer- 
genncs,  and  had  pleaded  with  the  king  for  the  colonies  and  for 
India.  "  If  the  navy  of  France,"  said  he,  "  were  at  this  mo- 
ment able  to  act,  France  never  had  a  fairer  opportunity  to 
avenge  the  unceasing  insults  of  the  English.  I  beseech  your 
majesty  to  consider  that  England,  by  its  most  cherished  inter- 
ests, its  national  character,  ha  form  of  government,  and  its 
position,  is  and  always  will  be  the  tme,  the  only,  and  the  eter- 
nal enemy  of  France.  Sire,  with  England  no  calculation  '3 
admissible  but  that  of  her  interests  and  her  caprices ;  that  is, 
•of  the  hann  that  she  can  do  us.  In  1755,  at  a  time  of  perfect 
peace,  the  Enghsh  attacked  your  ships,  proving  that  they  hold 
nothing  sacred.  "We  have  every  reason  to  fear  that,  whatever 
may  be  the  issue  of  their  war  with  the  insurgents,  they  will 
lake  advantage  of  their  armament  to  fall  upon  your  colonies 
or  ports.  Your  minister  would  be  chargeable  with  guilt  if  he 
did  not  represent  to  your  majesty  the  necessity  of  adopting  the 
most  erficacious  measures  to  parry  the  bad  faith  of  your  natu- 
ral enemies." 

These  suggestions  were  received  with  a  passive  acquies- 
'cence;  the  king  neither  comprehended  nor  heeded  Turgot's 
advice,  which  was  put  aside  by  Vergennes  as  speculative  and 
irrelevant.     The  correspondence  with  Madrid  continued ;  Gri- 
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the  enemies  of  Spain  in  Sr  •f'"'' '"""' ™<''=«<1 
PWIippine  isles,  ZroZ  Z  7'  ""  ^^^'""^  ""''  ''^'»-  the 
Engl^h  eolonie,  and  fa  t'^fr^  -d  elandestinety  to  the 
knowledge  even  of  tW  ,  i  "f^'-V^  '^■^'•'  "'"'^t  the 
jVc'  to  bfaramrt  of  t1  ""''^'"''"^  »f  ^o  two  courts  pr„„! 

be  sent  fC  CI  portHnT',"™""^''  *°  -PP^^-  -Td 
patipn  of  the  CatholoTi  .":„  bt  "1"°"  ''f  "'^  P^""- 
the  twenty^ixth  of  Inril  S,    ?      ,    disavowed.    When,  on 

enee  with'the  Sp^Lt'^Cad^rtf  "' M^'^'''  "  »°'^- 
menaeed  the  two  WdZsZ  t ,'  '•"'"'  '""^  '"""eer  that 

™r,  neither  Turgot  forMa  he  besT''"^  "'  '"■^P""«  ^^ 
was  left  to  follow  the  p^eedtf '  tl  fT\  '^"S^""^ 
troubles  in  Corsica  AtZ.  ,  ,  '>'  ^"S'"'"*  during  the 
the  king  of  Fr„„Teariv  „  "r  w^'^'"""™  "-^  '^^'^Snee, 
thathe\adresoCdru1fd  S^"™"^^  «'«  ''i-gof  Spain 
to  advance  a  million  of  French  w!  \'^T'"''^'  ^""'' 
thousand  dollars,  toward  the  sunlj^'  ""''""  *™  '"'"^'O 
-s;  the  Catho'ue  4  ^ ?L  wL^dlf  I'''^"^"^- 

except  (^.irair^^-itfrt:  p^  drX; "'  '%f  «-«»■' 

i^ore.    ToBeaumarchais,who«rfretfull«  ","'''''°°  ""^ 
indecision  on  American  affaL  V  "  '^^  P"""''  »f 

think  .-.dvice  reiecterbef  ^r*/  «'''°''  '^P""''^  "O"  "o* 
slumber  is  not  TIL^IT^J^^  ^""'^  ^""P'^"'  '^' 
inc^asing  the  subsidy  f  ncouL  the,  °°"''  '■'™'™''  "-^ 
rare ;  and,  in  earlv  s,,mm„    n     ^      ,    insurgents  to  perse- 

t..ur  1.0  Wttc:Sr]^^r;  iisTrr  *'  ^'- 

leaving  the  monarchy  of  France  to  t^A         ^  f^**  '""='>' 

awal...  at  the  exampfe  of  ftnts tern^ rid       "     '"'"^'" 
istcr  of  finance  wi«  Do  <^i        ™'''^™  ™ru.    The  new  min- 

at  once  condHateTsunnort  If"'''  "  ^"^'8^'^  ^'^'^™^°'  '^o 

fo™.    "  To  wS  ^^P^;'*  ^!  '•^''^'""g  a"  ■neasures  of  «. 

ma„t.,»,  yo  great  gods,  do  ye  give  up  the 
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universe ! "  exclaimed  Condorcet.  In  parting  with  Malesher- 
bes,  the  king  discarded  his  trnest  personal  friend ;  in  Turgot, 
French  monarchy  lost  its  firmest  support,  the  nobility  its  only 
possible  savior ;  but  no  one  was  left  in  the  cabinet  who  was 
able  to  restrain  the  government  from  yielding  to  the  rising 
enthusiasm  for  America.  So  tangled  is  the  web  of  history ! 
The  retirement  of  the  two  men  who  were  the  apostles  of  liberty 
pushed  forward  the  cause  of  human  freedom,  though  by  ir- 
regular and  disorderly  movements. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  century  the  great  philosopher  Leib- 
nitz had  found  traces  of  the  opinions  of  Epicunis  and  Spi- 
noza in  the  books  that  were  most  in  vogue,  and  in  the  men 
of  the  great  world  who  were  the  masters  of  affairs ;  and  he 
foretold  in  consequence  a  general  overturn  in  Europe.  "  The 
generous  sentiment  which  prefers  country  and  the  general  good 
to  life,"  he  said,  "  is  dying  out ;  public  spirit  is  no  more  in 
fashion,  and  has  lost  the  support  of  good  morals  and  true 
religion ;  the  iniling  motive  in  the  best  is  honor,  and  that  is  a 
principle  which  tolerates  anything  but  baseness,  does  not  con- 
demn shedding  a  deluge  of  blood  from  ambition  or  caprice, 
and  might  suffer  a  Herostratus  or  a  Don  Juan  to  pass  for  a 
hero ;  patriotism  is  mocked  at,  and  the  well-intentioned  who 
speak  of  what  will  become  of  posterity,  are  answered  by  say- 
ing that  postenty  may  see  to  that.  If  this  mental  epidemic 
goes  on  increasing.  Providence  will  correct  mankind  by  the 
revolution  which  it  must  cause." 

Later  in  the  eighteenth  century  "Wesley,  like  Leibnitz,  pre- 
dicted the  approach  of  revolution  in  Europe.  Men  had  more 
and  more  thrown  off  the  importunate  fear  of  an  overmling 
Providence,  and  would  no  longer  know  of  anything  more  god- 
like than  themselves.  They  refused  to  look  for  anything  bet- 
ter ;  the  belief  in  the  divine  reason  was  derided  like  the  cower- 
ing at  spectres  and  hobgoblins ;  and  the  worship  of  humanity 
becpme  the  prevailing  idolatry.  Art  was  commissioned  to 
gratify  taste ;  morality  had  for  its  office  to  increase  pleasure ; 
forgetting  that  the  highest  liberty  consists  in  being  forced  by 
right  reason  to  choose  the  best,  men  cherished  sensualism  as  a 
system,  and  self-indulgence  was  the  law  of  courts  and  aristocra- 
cies.    An  unreasoning  selfishness  assumed  that  creative  power 


III. ;  OH.  XXIII. 


1776. 


AMERICA  SEEKS  FOREIGN  AID. 


8^8 

ao  divine  wa.  o.tollo7aa  then  f"  »"°"  /'"''"''""^o  '«<' 
«re,  the  highest  endofTntel  Letl  r  '"^'"^""'^  ™'*- 
no  wish  for  anythin.,  beyond  ann  ""«•    ^"^^  <''''™''^ 

prevaih-ng  philosonh°v  S    "^^"^'""^  ^'^  ™'n  show.    The 

thought  that  there  is  an  inSewri  T',^"'  "  ^''"'^  ^*  «'« 
It  seoifed  at  all  knowfeirth  t  T         'f  ""'"  "^  ™""»-'«- 
ited  itself  to  the  inf  r  o  1  s  'on  oTr"''  ''^  "^'"^^'  ^"^  «'"■ 
beautiful  for  the  a-^re^ble  til       w^T'"'" '  '^'^"'■■<»'i''g  the 
for  the  seeming;  En!  nof'    '^    .    '  *'''  '"^^"''  '""^  *™« 
emment,  .■eferri^fc;  !f,,"f '"' °'  '/f'^^'^"'  """•^' go- 
Hume  brought  this  sX  tot- '^  *'  '"'''"''"'"■ 
it«  lessons,  kid  ban^  ircZ'tion      ir'"'''  "''P'^'-^  <'o"''t  to 
was  the  bier  on  which  tZ^bf     .    ".  '''^'='""«  ^^^opticism 
oat  in  state,  whe^Iu  h   10^^,  f  »^'^™''™  ™»  'aid 
■■cally  was  no  more     But  ZT^   ,    ^     """'  ^-^  ^oe  that  it 
led  tonothing^e"^e■!^';^.''l^^  ^^^^  '^'  ™"  'l'^"  " 
oppose  the  wfr  wik iSl^t^fo'-tt^'r-    ,''"  ""^''' 
gage  all  the  revenues  of  the   andTp    f''?'T^'^  to  mort- 
come  at  the  Bourbon  palace  .n!?         f",^"'''  '^'■*'  o™'  'Gol- 
iad professed  to  pLe  tte  tv,-o„T'  f"^.*"  ^"'•■•*?^  "I-  ''« 
that  the  euthanasia^rthe  Bri&h t  'tv"  ^  ™'  '°  '''=P°«'<", 
lutism.    Skepticism  mav  lil-^t    '=''°\"«'on  would  be  abso- 
hut  it  cannot  build  udTc"            IT  "'^"""ions  into  ruins, 
birth  in  philosophy  o^r  al    s  2""°^'''  ''"""'  ""'^'  ''o  a  new 
political  fife  there  can  be  If       ^?  ^'^  "^  'oflection ;  in 
born  faith  in  tZ  rH.t  wWI  T'""  *""  ''"•""Sb  that  in- 

J-  tbe  ^i^eptict- tf jttirporr:/^  '"^  ^^"•'"'- 

way  for  a  people  who  have  power  to  b^^Tn  tf  T"^  """"^ 
manity  because  they  have  faith  in  Z  ,  ^  ?'"  ''°'"''  of  bu- 
and  trust  in  that  o™  ling  for  ^t':"  Tf  ^"S'"/ J-«»^ 
ter  things  out  of  evU  and  o^t  of  gS  ^™^  '"''^  ^^ 
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CHAPTER  xxiy. 

TUE  Bitrnsn  recover  cakada.     north  Carolina  declares 

for  independence. 

January-July  1776. 

The  year  1775,  as  it  opened,  found  the  British  in  the  un- 
disputed possession  of  all  the  thirteen  American  colonies. 
Before  the  campaign  for  1776  could  begin,  they  had  been 
driven  from  New  England,  and  every  governor  had  abandoned 
his  post  excepting  in  New  Jersey,  where  he  was  under  arrest, 
and  in  Maryland,  where  he  was  an  officer  of  the  proprietary  and 
was  left  free  on  parole. 

The  British  plan  of  campaign  for  the  coming  season  was  the 
earliest  possible  relief  of  Quebec  and  the  recovery  of  Canada 
by  an  army  which  Avas  to  advance  by  way  of  Montreal,  Lake 
George  and  TIconderoga  to  Albany,  and  thus  insulate  New 
England,  of  which  the  reduction  was  reserved  to  the  last.  At 
the  same  time  Howe  was  to  occupy  the  city  of  New  York  and 
quickly  reduce  the  middle  states.  The  harbor  of  Newport, 
Rhode  Island,  was  so  alluring  that,  with  Howe's  approval,  it 
was  to  be  occupied  by  a  garrison.  The  winter  months,  before 
the  campaign  in  the  North  could  bo  undertaken,  were  to  be 
employed  in  restoring  the  king's  authority  in  the  South. 

There  remained  near  Quebec  about  four  hundred  Americans 
and  as  many  wavering  Canadians.  Carleton,  in  the  well-pro- 
visioned and  strongly  fortified  to'wm,  had  twice  as  many  as  both. 

The  chief  command  of  the  Americans  devolved  on  Woos- 
ter,  a  frugal  New  England  Calvinist,  bred  in  the  hatred  of 
popery,  inexperienced  in  war,  and  aged.  The  Green  Mountain 
boys  he  summoned  to  come  down  by  fifties  or  even  by  tens,  as 
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f^t  as  parties  could  be  collected ;  of  Washington  he  asked  men 
heavy  cannon,  and  mortars;  to  congress  and  to  Schuylerh' 
wrote:   "We  shall  want  everything  "-men    ordnannp      ^ 
money ;  "  hard  cash  we  must  1  Je,  or  starve  o^fc^^^^^^^^ 
or  lay  It  under  contribution."  ucujuntry, 

™.J  w'T"'  ";*""*  ™"'"S  *»  ™"™'t  "o-g-^ss,  recom- 
mended to  Massachuaetto,  Connecticut,  and  New  IlampshTe 
eachtoraaso  and  eond  Ward  a  regiment  on  behaW  of  th^ 
continent ;  and  tlie  three  colonies  oao-orlvmct  bis  call  1.  .1!! 
.^ongly  desired  tbe  annexation  of  C°anad'a  Cong"^  tde'rel 
one  reg,ment  from  Philadelphia  and  another  frol  Now  Jer 
eey  to  be  soon  followed  by  four  or  five  more,  and  encoL-d 
western  New  Hampshire  to  contribute  a  regiment  ^ 

m  the  first  moments  of  sotow  at  Montgomery's  fall  citi 
.ens  undertook  with  alacrity  a  mai^ch  of  mafy  mifes,  t Wh 
snow  and  over  frozen  lakes,  without  tents,  to  Lountoy  in  tW 
ngorouB  season  almost  inaccessible.  Thei  nnanim^y  zell  and 
perseverance  called  forth  hopes  of  their  success.    ^'       ' 

The  expulsion  of  the  British  from  Boston  had  amazed  the 

protection.  James  Deane  was  sent  with  a  returning  denuta- 
tion  to  trea  with  them.  The  twenty-eighth  of  mIcIi  wt 
given  by  their  great  council  to  acts  of  eonsflation  for  ho  e  Z 

'^  rr  f  ™f  t^r  "•^^''  ^  *^^  -prcLd  iTwt 
raised  m  the  place  of  chiefs  who  had  fallen,  and  their  names 
published  to  the  Six  Nations.    On  the  thirt^flrst  fteconT^ 

trality  m  the  present  quarrel. 

But  to  maintain  a  foothold  in  Canada,  there  was  need  of 
the  strong  support  of  its  people.  The  Canadian  clergy,  fahelr 
^eal  for  Britain,  refused  absolution  to  the  frienl  of  the 
Ameneans;  the  nobility  thought  only  for  the  safety  of  their 
Pi-mlegcs;  and,  without  the  support  of  their  priests  or  ther 

rtLe'd'T  *''  rT'-*™  ^"^'^  """"-'  '^o  -«% 
S  Afo.  ^n  Y  ""  '™°P'  ^^"^P'  0°  ^'■"rt  enlist 
menfa.    Moreover,  Quebec  and  Montreal  were  reached  more 

than  by  the  overiand  route  from  the  colonies 

For  four  months  Wooster  remained  the  highest  oiSecr  in 
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Canada,  unequal  to  the  station  wliicli  lie  bad  never  sought  and 
from  which  he  was  impatient  to  be  reHeved.  Yet  be  was  ever 
ready,  in  case  of  need,  to  sacrifice  his  life  for  bis  country. 
In  the  early  part  of  his  command  be  wisely  arrested  Camp- 
bell, the  Indian  agent  of  the  British,  and  La  Come  Saint-Luc, 
and  sent  them  out  of  the  province.  He  allowed  each  parish 
to  choose  its  OAvn  officers,  thus  introducing  the  system  of  self- 
government  in  towns.  He  intended,  through  committees  of 
safety  and  committees  of  correspondence,  to  lead  the  way  to 
a  Canadian  convention  which  might  send  delegates  to  the 
American  congress.  "With  Schuyler,  who  was  far  the  more 
testy  of  the  two,  be  had  constant  bickerings,  which  divided 
the  opinion  of  congress. 

On  the  first  day  of  April,  "Wooster  appeared  near  Quebec. 
Scattered  on  both  sides  of  the  river  and  at  great  distances 
from  each  other  lay  about  two  thousand  Americans,  of  whom 
not  many  more  than  half  were  able  to  do  duty.  How  to  find 
food  for  them  was  a  great  difficulty.  Their  batteries  were  in- 
significant, their  store  of  ammunition  most  scanty ;  there  were 
no  engineers  and  few  artillerists.  One  half  of  the  troops  who 
had  wintered  in  Canada,  and  Livingston's  regiment  of  about 
two  hundred  Canadians  would  be  free  in  fourteen  days,  and 
would  certainly  refuse  to  remain.  Arnold,  who  had  been  made 
a  brigadier,  withdrew  to  Montreal.  The  Canadian  peasantry 
had  been  forced  to  furnish  wood  and  other  articles  at  less 
than  the  market  price,  or  for  certificates,  and  felt  themselves 
outraged  by  the  arbitrariness  of  the  military  occupp,tion.  Of 
the  more  cultivated  classes,  French  and  English,  seven  eighths 
were  willing  to  assist  in  repelling  the  invaders. 

On  the  twenty-fifth  of  March  "the  congress,  being  of 
opinion  that  the  reduction  of  Quebec  and  the  general  security 
of  the  province  of  Canada  were  objects  of  great  concern,"  di- 
rected Washington  to  detach  four  battalions  into  Canada.  He 
received  the  order  while  yet  in  Boston ;  having  completed  the 
arrangements  for  sending  to  New  York  such  troops  as  were 
then  under  his  immediate  command,  he  reached  that  city  on 
the  thirteenth  of  April,  and  made  it  his  first  duty  to  speed  four 
battalions  to  Canada.  "  Too  much  despatch,"  wrote  congress, 
"  cannot  be  used  in  sending  the  battalion  to  Quebec,  as  it  fre- 
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s.ve.      But  before  this  letter  was  received  the  brigade  was  sail- 
mg  up  the  Hudson.    On  the  twentj-third  of  April,  CongT 
Without  eveu  consulting   the   com,„ander-iu.eIdef    suddeX 
gave  h,m  the  order  to  detach  six  additional  battalions  for 
bemce  „,  Canada,  and  inquired  of  him  if  he  eonld  spare  more. 
Late  at  n,ght  on  the  twenty.fifth  he  received  the  order  by 
express;  his  effective  force  consisted  of  but  eii;ht  thousand 
three  hundred  and  one,  he  resigned  himself  to  &e  ill-eon  fd 
ered  votes  of  congress,  and  detached  six  of  his  best  battalions 
con  tammg  more  than  three  thousand  men,  at  a  time  when  the 
Bn  .sh  nnmstry  was  directing  against  New  York  thirty  Thou! 
sand  veteran  troops.    The  command  of  the  brigade  wajgiven 
toSnIhvan;  among  ,fs  officers  were  Stark  and  Reed  of  New 

^iXr      :    "f  ^y"'  ^^^  ^"'-"^  »*  PennsylvaX 

York  and  tT  "™'    '"  ^'  ^""^  *°  """S'^^^'  "'™«4  ^»^' 
S,        ""''r  "'"'  '"  '^'  ''•''"^•'l  °f  men  remaining 

think  t  absolutely  necessary  to  increase  the  army  at  this  place 
with  at  least  ten  thousand  men."  '^ 

his  ^offlT'^T'  ''"'°«  *''PP'''  ^"^'"Von  of  about  half 
his  effee  ive  force,  ne.xt  ordered  that  provisions,  powder  of 
which  Ins  stock  was  very  low,  and  articles  of  elothing  for  te„ 
thotmnd  men,  should  follow,  with  all  the  hard  monfy  wh  eh 
the  New  England  states  eould  collect.  Montgomery  had  asked 
for  en  thousand  men;  they  were  resolved  to  maintam  that 
number  on  the  St  Lawrence,  leaving  Washington  ve„h 
to  his  own  devices  for  the  protection  of  Now  York 

For  Canada  a  general  was  wanted  not  less  than  an  army 
Schuyler,  owning  himself  unable  to  man,,ge  the  men  of  CW 
nectient,  proposed  to  himself  to  resign.  Thomaa  of  Massa- 
chusetts, a  man  of  superior  ability  and  culture,  though  of  lit- 
tle experienee,  was  raised  to  the  rank  of  major-general  and 
ordered  to  Quebec.  In  the  army  with  which  he  was  to  hold 
Canada,  the  small-pox  raged;  he  had  never  been  inoculated, 
and  his  journey  to  the  camp  was  a  journey  to  meet  death  un^ 
attenaea  by  glory. 

.  He  was  closely  followed  by  Franklin,  Chase,  and  Charles 
l^arroll,  whom  congress  had  commissioned  to  promise  the  clergy 
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a  guarantee  of  tlieir  estates ;  to  establish  a  free  press ;  to  allure 
the  people  of  Canada  by  the  prospect  of  a  free  trade  with  all 
nations ;  to  set  up  a  government  for  themselves,  and  join  the 
federal  union.  John,  the  brother  of  Charles  Carroll,  a  Jesuit, 
afterward  archbishop  of  Baltimore,  came  with  them  in  the  hope 
of  moderating  the  opposition  of  the  Canadian  clergy.  The 
commissioners  discovered  on  their  arrival  a  general  expecta- 
tion that  the  Americans  would  be  driven  from  the  province ; 
without  hard  money  and  a  large  army  they  could  not  ask  the 
people  to  take  part  in  the  war. 

Thomas  arrived  near  Quebec  on  the  first  of  May,  and  em- 
ployed three  days  in  ascertaining  the  condition  of  his  com- 
mand. He  found  one  thousand  six  hundred  men,  including 
officers,  beside  three  hundred  whose  enlistments  had  expired. 
The  sick  numbered  nine  hundred,  chiefly  of  the  small-pox 
which  had  raged  among  the  Americans  with  extreme  virulence, 
so  that  men  feared  to  be  near  one  another,  and  there  were 
officers  who  advised  to  inoculate  all  of  them  who  were  liable  to 
infection.  Of  efficient  men  there  were  but  seven  hundred ; 
and  of  these  not  more  than  three  hundred  could  be  rallied  at 
any  one  place.  In  all  the  magazines  there  remained  but  about 
one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  of  powder  and  six  days'  provi- 
sions. 

On  the  fifth  a  council  of  war  agreed  unanimously  to  pre- 
pare for  a  retreat.  The  decision  had  been  delayed  too  long. 
Early  on  the  sixth,  three  British  ships-of-war,  which  had  forced 
their  way  up  the  St.  Lawrei  ce  when  it  was  almost  impracticable 
from  ice,  came  into  the  basin  and  landed  their  marines  and  that 
part  of  the  twenty-ninth  regi  nent  which  they  had  on  board ; 
and  not  far  from  noon,  whili  the  Americans  were  embarking 
their  sick  and  their  artillery,  about  one  thousand  men,  in  two 
divisions,  sallying  out  of  the  gates  of  St.  Jolm  and  St.  Louis, 
attacked  the  American  sentinels  and  main  guard.  Thomas  at- 
tempted to  bring  his  men  under  arms ;  but,  unable  to  collect 
more  than  two  hundred  and  fifty  on  the  plains,  he  directed  a 
retreat  to  Deschambault,  forty-eight  miles  above  Quebec.  The 
troops  fled  with  precipitation,  leaving  their  provisions,  cannon, 
five  hundred  muskets,  and  about  two  hundred  of  their  sick. 
Of  these,  one  half  crept  away  to  the  Canadian  peasants,  by 
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whom  they  were  nursed  with  tenderness  •  O-irlofon  k 

TTnI^°  *''^  T''"'  *''"'  ^"rty-sevontl,  regiment  arrived  from 
treTatSoe      ^^      *'""'"'"''  *'^"=^"  leagues  below  Men- 

dians,  and  several  hundred  Indians      Thr.  \t  ,.  ^^"^- 

sent  Ward  all  tbat  it  Lai,  ^,^t  sixteen  nd^dZf 
t^™  ponnds,  one  shilling  and  threepence ;  and,  nnaWe  o  eXTt 
more,  it  resolved  to  supply  the  troops  in  Canada  with  nrovi 

TLtf  T-"'  '™'"  '""  ""'"^  -'»-•  I*  void  ifen: 
eTrTfolt?™^  T''''°"  °*  "'°  ™™*-7  ''■>d  of  eontestin. 
ZZ  f\t  f^f'  "'P'^'"""^  °"  «"=  St  Lawrence  below  th^ 
mon  h  of  the  Sorel.  Bnt  the  campaign  in  Canada  wa.  deddod 
betore  its  votes  were  known.  ^niuea 

At  the  end  of  Maj  confusion  prevailed  in  every  depart- 
ment of  the  American  army.  Their  number  did  not  exce  d 
four  thousand  m^^  of  whom  three  fourths  had  never  hd    ho 
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Braall-pox;  many  of  their  officere  were  incompetent.  They 
wore  often  without  meat,  and  lived  by  levying  contributions  of 
meal. 

In  the  blindness  of  helpless  zeal,  on  the  first  day  of  June 
congress  resolved  "  that  six  thousand  militia  bo  employed  to  re- 
enforce  the  army  in  Canada,  and  to  keep  up  the  communication 
with  that  province  ;"  it  called  upon  Massachusetts  to  make  up 
half  that  number,  Connecticut  one  quarter.  New  Hampshire 
and  New  York  the  rest ;  and,  with  a  useless  dereliction  from 
sound  policy,  it  authorized  the  employment  of  Indians. 

On  tluit  same  day  the  first  division  of  the  Brunswick 
troops  undar  Eledesel  arrived  with  Burgoync  at  Quebec,  and, 
with  the  regiments  from  Ireland  and  others,  put  into  the  hands 
of  Carlcton  an  army  of  nine  thousand  nine  hundred  and  eighty- 
four  ellective  men. 

The  smal!-pox  seized  Thomas,  and  ho  died  just  a  month  and 
a  day  after  taking  the  command  round  Quebec.     Sullivan,  ar- 
riving with  his  party  at  Sorol  on  the  fifth,  found  the  retreat 
in  safe  progress,  the  heavy  baggage  and  most  of  the  artillery 
already  removed  to  St.  John's  and  Chambly.     Assuming  the 
command,  he  ordered  all  who  were  on  the  retreat  to  tuni  about 
and  follow  him,  and  the  cannon  to  be  brought  back.    "  I  assure 
you  and  the  congress,"  he  reported  through  Washington  to 
congress  on  the  sixth,  "  that  I  can  in  a  few  days  reduce  the 
army  to  order  and  put  a  new  face  to  our  affaire  here.     All  our 
operations  ought  to  be  down  the  river."     He  sent  a  detach- 
ment, under  a  subordinate  general,  with  one  fourth  of  his  whole 
force  to  Three  Rivers,  through  a  country  with  which  he  was 
unacquainted,  and  in  ignorance  of  the  strength  and  the  posi- 
tions of  the  enemy.     A  peasant  made  known  to  the  English 
their  approach.     Twenty-five  newly  arrived  transports,  laden 
with  troops,  had,  by  Carleton's  directions,  been  piloted  past 
Quebec  without  stopping ;  and  they  arrived  at  Three  Elvers 
just  in  time  to  take  part  in  repelling  the  attack  which  was 
gallantly  begun  by  Wayne.    The  Americans  were  driven  back 
to  Sorel,  losing  more  than  two  hundred  men,  chiefly  as  prison- 
ers, saving  the  rest  only  by  Carleton's  want  of  alertness. 

The  remains  of  the  American  army  encamped  at  Sorel  did 
not  exceed  two  thousand  five  hundred  men ;  about  a  thousand 


in. ;  cii.  ixiT. 


1778. 


THE  BRITlSn   RECOVER  CANADA. 


\k 


881 

ot  the  Bntish  in  numlwrs  and  their  iucomparablo  sirporioritv 

Md  oftcora  all  bnt  nnanhnously  advisod  retreat ;  Arnold 

mind  '  o  h'T"'  '""'  ^^'^  ""'  l'^"*"*'  "^"^  of  theTnfe 
mmd.  On  he  fenrtcenth  the  fleet  with  the  liritish  forees  Z 
cemmpt  "P  the  river  nnder  full  sail;  when,  an  hour  or  a  liZ 

rr  brorn:"f  •  ""■™''  ^""'™"'  ^"'  «•-  "»'■'  -^--^ 

alert,  broke  up  h,s  camp,  taking  away  with  him  evcrvtluDfr 
even  to  a  spade.  The  guard  at  BertUer  retreated  by  °f' 
leavmg  nmo  boats  behind.  •'         ' 

the  tnS"""^  !'1,"'°  l'"""  ""''  •'"Sgago  were  brought  over 

he  rapids,  exeep  three  heavy  pieees  of  eannon.    From  Mon' 

h-eal,  Arnold,  wit  .the  knowledge  of  the  commissioners  of  eon- 

gress,  had  sent  off  merchandiso  taken  from  the  inhabitants  • 

tWIdT ''"";""""  *"«'™  ■""-■'-  crossed  wh' 
«.ree  hundred  men  to  La  Prairie.     All  that  w.os  left  of  the 

nvadmg  army  met  on  the  seventeenth  at  St.  Jolm's,  half  S 
them  being  s,ek,  almost  all  destitute  of  elothing,  and  having 
no  provisions  exeept  salt  pork  and  flour.  On  L  eigh  el^g 
the  emaeiated,  half-naked  men,  lan^aidly  pursued  by  a  eolumn 
imdor  Burgoyne,  escaped  to  Isle-Anx-Noix 

On  the  day  on  which  Sullivan  halted  at  Islc-aux-l^oix 
Gates  who  had  been  elected  a  major-general,  was  appohited  ti 
take  command  of  the  forces  in  Canada.  Already  at  Albany 
the  question  arose,  whether  the  command  would  revert  "o 
Minylcr  the  moment  the  army  should  be  found  south  of  the 
Canada  line. 

days,  ti  I  the  invalids  could  be  taken  to  Crown  Point.  They 
made  the  voyage  in  leaky  boats  which  had  no  awnin  J 
with  no  food  but  raw  pork  and  hard  bread  or  unbaked  flour' 
A  physician  who  was  an  eye-witness  said :  «  At  tlie  sight  of  so 
much  privation  and  distress,  I  wept  till  I  had  no  more  power  to 
weep.  Early  m  July  the  fragments  of  the  army  of  Canada 
«  Cro  Point.  Everything  about  them  wa.  infec  ed 
with  the  pestilence.  "  I  did  not  look  into  a  tent  or  a  hut,"  says 
Trumbull,  "in  which  I  did  not  find  either  a  dead  or  dyTng 
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Of  about  flvo  tliou8and  incn,  housed  under  tents  or 
rudely  built  sheds  or  huts  of  brush,  exposed  to  the  damp  air 
of  the  night,  full  half  were  invalids ;  more  than  thirty  now 
graves  uere  made  every  day.  In  a  little  more  than  two 
months  the  northern  army  lost  by  desertion  and  death  more 
than  live  thousand  men. 

The  reduction  of  the  southern  colonics  was  to  have  been 
finished  before  that  of  Canada. 

Martin,  the  governor  of  North  Carolinu,  had  repeaterny 
offered  to  raise  a  battalion  from  the  Scottish  Highlanders  in 
that  colony,  and  declared  himself  sure  of  the  allegiance  of  tho 
regulators,  as  of  men  weary  of  insurrection  and  scrupulous 
about  their  oaths.     Again  and  again  ho  importuned  to  be  re- 
stored to  his  old  rank  in  the  army  as  lieutenant-colonel,  prom- 
ismg  the  greatest  consequences  from  such  an  appointment 
lie  could  not  conceal  that  "  the  frenzy  "  had  taken  possession 
of  all  classes  of  men  around  him ;  yet  he  promised  the  min- 
istry that  with  ten  thousand  stand  of  arms,  to  be  sent  imme- 
diately from  England,  with  artillery,  ammunition,  money,  some 
pairs  of  colors,  a  military  commission  for  himself,  and  tho  aid 
of  two  regiments,  he  would  force  a  connection  with  the  interior 
and  raise  not  the  Highlanders  alone,  but  the  people  of  the  upper 
country  in  such  overwhehning  numbers  as  to  restore  order 
in  the  two  Carolinas,  "hold  Virginia  in  awe,"  and  recover 
every  colony  south  of  Pennsylvania.     In  England  his  advice 
was  listened  to,  except  that  rank  in  the  army  was  refused  him. 
Making  himself  busy  with   the  affairs  of  his  neighbors* 
Martin  wrote  to  the  British  ministry  in  midsummer  1775  ' 
"The  people  of  South  Carolina  invxet   entirely  their  own 
weakness  and  are  blustering  treason;       .;;.    Charleston,  that 
is  the  head  and  heart  of  their   boasted  pr..vincc,  mjo-ht  be 
destroyed  by  a  single  frigate.     In  charity  to  them  and  in 
duty  to  my  king  and  country,  I  give  it  as  my  sincere  opinion 
that  the  rod  of  correction  cannot  be  spared."     A  few  weeks 
later,  Lord  William  Campbell  chimed  in  with  him,  reckoning 
up  the  many  deadly  perils  by  which  they  were  environed  : 
"the  Indians;"  "  the  disaffected  back-country  people ; "  their 
own  social  condition  "  where  their  slaves  were  iive  to  one;" 
and  the  power  of  Britain  from  the  sea. 


an  official  report:  "Let  it  Z71     !■    ,    !    ^'"■°'"'"'  "™'°  i" 

make!    Tlireo  regime,,,,    /    '°"°''-    " ''^' dofonco can  tliey 
with  a  conplo  of  lod  f   '  •        '""■  ''''"'"'""™'  "f  "^""ery! 

rodnce  Georgia  and  Crtl  r  T   .     ' "'"'  «"  "  «■■«'*  w»y  to 
CLarleston  is  tI,ef„„nW  l  ' 'f"'' '",  "  '°™°  "^  ""•-  A- 

stop  t„at,  and  the  Tb:!;;  tttr;^:uAt' ™'?-"° '''•"'' 

soon  bo  at  an  end."  ^       °^  *^"  continent  will 

.0  sail  L,n  €orr::§TSZlZ''''V''  ""  '"  '^■^""'^^ 

where  they  are  goin-  "  tl„„  p!?.  '  /  "'"  "<"  "PP^^d 
-postulated  mth  dS™  t^  .":?'  7'° "f  «"^  f  ^'^■•y  »»  war, 
of  eucli  a  foree  marchin<r     '  /,  '  ^  *''™  "''""'d  ^'^ » idea 

entertained.  Alb?  roncolrf '■^'  ^-'"^  "  ^""  °»'  "^^ 
cossity  there  is  in  all  mditart  n  T       T""'"^  ^™  "*  "'«  "'^- 

m  consnitation  of  aU 'Wlt:yre:tfLV''- "^  ^'^"^ """""' 
most  perfect  knowled-a  of  th„     !  ,   '  ^'™S  ""="»  "'O 

tion,  with  all  its  ctisaies,"  The""'''-  ""f"™*- 
enee,  for  tho  kin.,  wonrd  not?  l!,  ""'"^  '""•  "»  '"fln- 
disagree  with  him.  Tlfe  ea,  of T  "'T  "r  ™  '""'^  '» 
was  to  com,n„„d  tho  land  Ws  of  rl'";.!  ""  '".^"g"-". 

Jiarly  m  January  177(j  fi,„  a„„,.-       "'•"""'■ 

a^eertained  that  Clint™  ^  ItTt  "J  TT"'^''-'"-'^'^'^ 
a  southern  expedition     wf  v-  "'"'"'*  *™"  I'^'o"  on 

-hose  elain. tt  rchfjll:?  f'^y.  '^  ''^  "''J^"''  ^''' 
officer  of  ex]>erience"  laTnoT  V,  f-'^  e™"=  "■"•  t^e 
-parate  command  n  N  ,v  Yo  l/'?r  "'""r™"'  -^^^'-"^  " 
ams,  who  was  then  wfth  the  ^L-      7  ™"™'""«  •^<'''°  ^d- 

-.^dwhopronoun\etthT;;rtr;:;«:ahi::^: 
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dient  and  clearly  authorized,  "Washington,  uninformed  of  the 
measures  already  adopted,  gave  his  consent ;  yet  cliarging  Lee 
to  "  keep  always  in  view  the  declared  intention  of  congress," 
and  to  communicate  with  the  New  York  committee  of  safety, 
whose  co-operation  he  himself  solicited. 

Lee,  who  had  never  commanded  so  mucli  as  one  regiment 
before  he  entered  the  American  army,  on  his  way  to  New 
York  persuaded  the  governor  and  council  of  Connecticut  to 
place  two  regiments  under  him.  Straightway  usurping  au- 
thority, he  appointed  Isaac  Sears  assistant  adjutant-gonsral  with 
the  rank  of  lieutenant-colonel.  The  tidings  that  Lee,  with 
nearly  fifteen  hundred  men  of  Connecticut,  was  advancing  upon 
New  York  without  notice  to  its  committee  or  its  inhabitants, 
seemod  to  imply  a  menace.  When  its  committee  of  safety 
wrote  to  request  that  the  troops  of  Connecticut  might  not  pass 
the  border  till  the  purpose  of  their  coming  should  be  explained, 
Lee  made  a  jest  of  the  letter.  Both  parties  appealed  to  the 
general  congress. 

On  the  fourth,  Lee  entered  the  city  of  New  York,  just  two 
hours  after  Clinton,  attended  by  only  two  companies  of  infan- 
try and  a  few  Ilighlandei's,  anchored  in  its  harbor.  Troops 
from  the  Jerseys  at  the  same  time  marched  into  town.  A 
geneicvl  consternation  ensued ;  and,  in  spite  of  tlie  dangers  and 
sorrows  attending  a  flight  in  winter,  all  the  wagons  that  could 
be  found  were  employed  in  removing  women  and  children 
from  the  city,  which  for  seven  years  to  come  was  to  know  no 
peace.  The  opulent  knew  not  where  to  find  habitations ;  the 
poor,  thrown  upon  the  cold  hands  of  exhausted  charity  in  the 
interior  towns,  suffered  from  complicated  wants. 

Under  the  harmonizing  influence  of  the  continental  com- 
mittee, Lee  and  the  New  York  committee  held  friendly  con- 
ferences. Men  and  boys  of  all  ages  toiled  with  zeal  to  raise 
works  of  defence.  To  control  the  Sound,  a  fortification  was 
raised  at  Ilellgate ;  on  a  height  west  of  Trinity  church,  a 
battery  was  erected  fronting  the  North  river ;  that  part  of  the 
old  fort  which  faced  Broadway  was  torn  down ;  Lee  and  Lord 
Stirling,  crossing  to  Long  Island,  marked  out  the  ground  for 
an  intrenched  camp,  extending  from  the  Wallabout  to  Go- 
wanus  bay;  the  connection  between  Long  Island  and  New 


■  *i 


in. ;  CH.  XXIV. 


isurping  aii- 


nental  com- 


nre.  kobth  c.«0LmA  declares  poe  mDEPEroExoE.  335 

bay,  and  Lee  3f /f  ."'  ''""S  "  S""  ""^"^^  to  the 
»nL  "  ZTkJ^^ZZZ  u  ?  ^-°'"='"''«-  ''"1'  Britain 
the  king  beheaded  rdeSotd  "      """^"'^  P""'^''^^'  "■"■ 

i"8  th,.e,  and  on  thTe l™  h 'Cthts    '  '""''^,  T^  "°"- 
the  river "     Ti.«  «i^venm     with  his  men  and  ships  left 

tion  to  NeTL-f  tote  S  "''°  '^f  """■^^^"^'^ ''»  -^-^i" 
or  a  happieronrhl/rever  K '  """P'^r"^  "  «'-'  »  luckier 
want  A  at  Kew  W  J«  P"J™te4; "  and  added :  "  AVe 
you  ii  Yirginr  butk  Id™  ^""f  Cambridge;  we  ,vant 
the^^fore  y!nZl  sen  fere  f  M  '^  "T  ^Po^'^^^'  ^"d 
a^d  MontU;  :^  ai:i,pL™tr\<t '-f  »^  ^V-o.fe 
place,"  60  Lee  wrote  to  Washbln  tl.»  "  .  ^^' 

and  inhabitaiits  will  relapse  2  2  1  ?''""™''''  """S^^ 
war  will  return  to  their  wha  raid  Lfr"  '•  ""=  ""^"-o^- 
E.^and  wiU  take  quiet  poasT^rof  t  town-'TS  'H 
of  March,  on  the  motion  of  Edward  EiitleZ'  ?"' 

a  warm  contest,  revoked  ite  oS  fend tS't^??^'.''  "''^'" 
mvested  liimwith  the  enmman^   f  .V  .      *°  Canada,  and 

number  of  suspected  persons  and  if  It         *      ?  ''ogistered 

them  to  Connecticut  ^f^i^^.t^^^'t  .tlbt 
of  the  JS^ew  Yorlr  PnnTror,+,v    i  '^"^"iit.s.     lo  tiie  rebuke 

-Licw  i  one  convention  heanswerpd  •  «  ivi,r.r,  +i 

.-t  onrdoor,  forms  must  be  dispensed  with  -and  0'^'"'' 
of  his  departure,  he  eave  Ward  nf  fi„„      *•'    .    , '         "  ^"^ 

order  "to%ecur    the^holcb^dv  of  Zf      ."'/'•'  ^^''•'P'-S 
Island "    Ti.«     1  u  V      ^    *  professed  tones  on  Lonff 

Ses  a?"a  Wh^'^'^'T  "'"  '^^^'■'^^  "^  ">»  New  Yorf 
resentaUve  ^f  a  V    ^"7  .""™*  "P»  the  righta  of  the  rep- 
V    "^-o  P»pIo,  ■  and  were  rcvced  by  congress 
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After  the  termination  of  the  seven  years'  war  nearly  every 
one  of  the  Highland  regiment,  ahko  soldiers  and  oflBcers, 
settled  on  grants  of  land  in  America.  Many  of  the  inhabitants 
of  northwestern  Scotland,  especially  of  the  clans  of  Macdonald 
and  Macleod,  listened  to  overtures  from  those  who  had  ob- 
tained concessions  of  vast  domains  and  migrated  to  middle 
Carolina.  Those  who  went  first  reported  favorably  of  the 
sunny  clime,  where  every  man  might  have  land  of  his  own  ; 
and  from  the  isles  of  Rasay  and  Skye  whole  neighborhoods 
followed,  sweetening  their  change  of  abode  by  carrying  with 
them  their  costume  and  opinions,  their  Celtic  language  and 
songs. 

Distinguished  above  all  was  Allan  Macdonald  of  Kings- 
borough,  and  his  wife  Flora  Macdonald  who  in  1746  had  res- 
cued Prince  Charles  Edward  from  his  pursuers.  They  re- 
moved to  North  Carolina  in  1774,  and  made  their  new  home 
in  the  west  of  Cumberland  county.  She  was  now  about  fifty- 
five,  mother  of  many  children,  of  middle  stature,  soft  features, 
"  uncommonly  mild  and  gentle  manners  and  elegant  presence." 
Her  husband  was  aged,  but  still  with  hair  jet  black_,  of  a  stately 
figure,  and  a  countenance  that  expressed  intelligence  and  stead- 
fastness. On  the  third  of  July  1775,  ho  came  down  to  Fort 
Johnston  and  concerted  with  Martin  how  to  raise  a  battalion 
of  "  the  good  and  faithful  Highlanders." 

Clinton  on  his  way  south  called  on  Lord  Dunmore  in  Vir- 
ginia, and  remained  there  ten  days.  "When  Lord  Dunmore 
learned  from  him  that  Cape  Fear  river  was  the  place  appointed 
for  the  meeting  of  the  seven  regiments  from  Ireland,  he  broke 
out  into  angry  complaints  that  no  heed  had  been  paid  to  his 
representations,  his  sufferings,  and  his  efforts ;  that  Virginia, 
"  the  first  on  the  continent  for  riches,  power,  and  extent,"  was 
neglected,  and  the  preference  given  to  "  a  poor,  insignificant 
colony,"  where  there  were  no  pilots,  nor  a  harbor  that  could 
admit  half  the  fleet,  and  where  the  army,  should  it  land,  must 
wade  for  many  miles  through  a  sandy  pine  barren  before  it 
could  reach  the  inhabited  part  of  thu  country. 

Martin,  who  was  daily  expecting  the  British  army,  made 
haste  to  prepare  a  proclamation  which  was  to  beat  down  all 
opposition.     "  His  unwearied,  persevering  agci.t,"  Alexander 
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and  three  thoulnd  m!,  °f  T'""  ^°  "PP'^'  "'^'  ''^*"^«''  two 
would  take  the Tdd  aT'tht  ll"  *r  '""  "'"'  "^«  '™^d, 
encouragement  a  e„m  J   •  e<'™™»''«  Emmons.    Under  this 

January  me  authoZ?n  "1,°^'  ""'  "^  «"=  *»"•  of 

teen  persons  who  resided  in  ,  ^17^    '"<'.^'"<'°.  "nd  seven- 
Una  and  in  Eowan  111         .      "^  """"^'^^  ">  ^^dle  Care 

BmnswiccoXerlr, '  ^'  '''^"'  ™''J^*  '"■^  "  ''""y  to 
aid  Macdo^aR   &C:'xK?'^"'""^"-    °»- 

^ontdrzifor^LTarr  -^r  '^^  -- 

now  caUed,  Fayetteville     !  ™"^  "*  9™««  «"'*.  or,  as  it  is 

appeared,  ^.d  Cr  o^  of  thl  retrT?'/'""^  ""  *^  ^"""^ 
who  promised  no  more  t Ln  1  ,  /  *™*™rthy  Scots, 
await  the  arrival  oTrtl^,  7?  '"'"''''"'  ""on,  advised  bi 
bo^tiug  ,t,  ;;:  l,f4"t  ttr  dtf  T  7^^ 

^^t-tmi^: -£^^^^^^^^        - - 

menace  ofrngrtoo^tt  fiT°  fl  ^~'^'  "''"  •■>*  *»  «■-' 
and  then  lay  if  L  i^tret,   .  *'  ^""^  "^  ^''  "-^S™""* 

MoU  in  his  "!ZrS  beaol  :  Zf  t  "  ™^-"'^'- 
tlie  deluded  „,^„u  ,    1     ,    "''*'"«"'  Macdonald  not  to  array 

resolved  to  ZC  Tvf r",  "  """Tf  "^^'"''  »»  -"^^  -- 
— onjo  promptly  rejomeu :  "  As  a  soldier  in  his, 
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majesty's  service,  it  is  my  duty  to  conquer,  if  I  cannot  reclaim, 
all  those  who  may  he  hardy  enough  to  take  up  arms  ao-ainst 
the  best  of  masters ; "  and  he  paraded  his  party  with  a  view  to 
assail  Moore  in  the  coming  night.  JBut  the  camp  at  Rocktish 
was  too  strong  to  be  attempted ;  and,  at  the  bare  suspicion  of 
such  a  project,  two  companies  of  Cotton's  loyalist  corps  ran  off 
with  their  arms. 

Knowing  that  Caswell,  at  the  head  of  the  minute-men  of 
N"ewbern  and  others  to  the  number  of  six  or  eight  hundred, 
were  marching  through  Duplin  county  to  effect  a  junction 
with  Moore,  Macdonald  became  aware  of  his  extreme  danger. 
Cut  off  from  the  direct  road  along  the  Cape  Fear  river,  he 
resolved,  by  celerity  of  movement  and  crossing  streams  at  un- 
expected places,  to  disengage  himself  from  the  larger  force  at 
Rockfish,  and  encounter  the  party  with  Caswell  alone.     Before 
moving,  he  urged  his  men  to  fidelity,  expressed  bitter  scorn  of 
"  the  base  cravens  who  had  deserted  the  night  before,"  and 
continued :  "  If  any  among  you  is  so  faint-hearted  as  not  to 
serve  with  the  resolution  of  conquering  or  dying,  this  is  the 
time  for  such  to  declare  themselves."     The  speech  was  an- 
swered by  a  general  huzza  for  the  king;  but  from  Cotton's 
corps  about  twenty  men  laid  down  their  arms.    The  corps  then 
proceeded  to  Fayetteville,  crossed  the  Cape   Fear  by  night, 
sunk  their  boats,  and  sent  a  party  fifteen  miles  in  advance 
to  secure  the  bridge  over  South  river.     This  the  main  body 
passed  on  the  twenty-first,  and  took  the  direct  route  to  Wil- 
mington.    On  the  same  day  Moore  detached  Lillington  and 
Ashe  to  re-enforce  Caswell,  or,  if  that  could  not  be  effected,  to 
occupy  Moore's  Creek  bridge. 

On  the  following  day  the  Scots  and  regulators  drew  near 
to  Caswell,  who  perceived  their  purpose,  and,  the  more  effectu- 
ally to  intercept  their  march,  changed  his  o\vn  course.  On 
the  twenty-third  they  thought  to  overtake  him,  and  were 
arrayed  in  the  order  of  battle,  eighty  able-bodied  Highland- 
ers, armed  with  broadswords,  forming  the  centre  of  the  army. 
Caswell  was  already  posted  at  Corbett's  Ferry,  and  could  not 
be  reached  for  want  of  boats ;  but,  at  a  point  six  miles  higher 
up  the  Black  river,  a  negro  succeeded  in  raising  a  broad,  shal- 
low boat  that  had  been  sunk ;  and  while  Llaclean  and  Fraser, 
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to  hi  camp  under  to  Br«t^  ^T"^'  ^™"'  '""^  'o^"''*'  ^^"* 

«amo  /de  of  tiS^^i  f  r''  T  "^  '"^  ''^"^''  "P™  *'- 
with  advantage  •  buttho  fW  ™''  ""^  '=™''*  '"'  ^«"*''d 
misled  Iiis  onomv  In  1  n  ™  <'°T'""^'='"  '"'^  ™  «°»<>- 
burning,  ho™::^d  t'  Sl„rotf  T  ""?  'r'"«  *"<>" 
Mgo,  and  placed  his  meTb^^d  sf h  ni  "w  'T"  ""^ 
aa  the  night  permitted  to  be  thro™  ^p        ^     "■"■ouchments 

time  amounted  to  a  thousand  men^ltlg^'of  tt  Ket  ,""* 
minute-men    of  miUtio   4?„^      n        "^'^''^"fe  oi  tne  JNewbem 

mte  eo„n^:'anTtd  rhmtrdertr't'^"''''?  ■"" 
o'clock  in  the  morninff  of  tl7n  f       .        J^'H'ngton.    At  one 

Macdonald  hegaTSmit  :;"'^-«^™"f  «»  ^nay  of 
daylight  befofc  the^TeaXd  kt'^s;™  ::^yir"  f 
and  found  that  Caswell  and  his  force  hid  Z  .    '"^^' 

opposite  side.  The  Scots  Jre  nZ^^^J'^^'T*  ""  '""^ 
miles  of  Wilmington,  ordl,™  d^*  ^  ■'  '"  '^"'^ 
the  columns  and  to  fo™  ti     ,"'"'=/  '^<"="y  g'ven  to  reduce 

of  the  wood;  1 1°^™  1" , ^  " K^' G '"""  *"«  ™-«° 
swords ! "  the  simil  for  rt,  •'1  "•^'  /'^™S  ^^i^org"  and  broad- 
beat  and  t  he  ,  i^  3  t  fphv  It  '  ""I?,^  f^""'  *»  '"™''  *° 
led  the  van  of  To,  t  fT         ""f  *"  ''•''*  i  ^^"''''^"'i,  who 

the  CaX  sent*  Sf'thlV-'f '™""1.»'  «'<'  ''"^S-' bj 
but  the  two  loC  with  h?d  f  ®'  f  °"''"8  ^'"^  '''=™  ■<=" 

John  CamXlT  ;nTSorw  Tl  "'  ''"°''™-    ^^^o"  ™d 

Highiando'r^L-:!^:  r ::;  ;^^^^^^  '■■;  «f "■?  --^ 

greatly  esteemed,  was  mortalYy  woundt l-  1  /  '       °  ""^ 

repeatedly  fr„™  the  o-,-,,-  f  ''^  bounded;  ho  was  seen  to  rise 

I'       --y  irotn  tje  gruuud,  encouraging  his  men  to  come  on, 
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till  he  received  many  balls.  Campbell  likewise  fell.  lu  a  very 
few  minutes  the  assailants  fled  in  irretrievable  despair.  The 
Americans  had  but  three  wounded,  one  only  mortally ;  of  their 
opponents,  d  ore  than  thirty  were  killed  or  mortally  wounded, 
most  of  them  on  the  bridge,  from  which  they  fell  into  the  deep, 
muddy  creek. 

The  fugitives  could  never  be  rallied ;  during  the  following 
day  Macdonald  their  general,  and  others  of  the  chief  men, 
were  taken  prisoners ;  among  the  rest,  Macdonald  of  Kings- 
borough  and  one  of  his  sons,  who  were  at  first  confined  in 
Halifax  jail,  and  afterward  transferred  to  Heading  in  Pennsyl- 
vania. Eight  or  nine  hundred  common  soldiers  were  taken, 
disarmed,  and  dismissed.  Tliirteen  -wagons,  with  complete  sets 
of  horses,  about  fifteen  hundred  rifles  in  excellent  condition, 
three  hundred  and  fifty  guns,  one  hundred  and  fifty  swords, 
two  medicine-chests  just  received  from  England,  and  a  box 
of  guineas  and  other  gold  coin,  fell  to  the  victors. 

As  the  tidings  of  danger  to  the  public  liberty  spread 
through  the  colony  the  patriots  took  up  arms  in  untold  num- 
bers, rumored  to  exceed  nine  thousand.  Moore,  under  orders 
from  the  council,  disarmed  the  Highlanders  and  regulators  of 
the  back  country,  and  imprisoned  the  ringleaders.  The  men- 
aced invasion  under  Clinton  caused  no  teri'or.  Almost  every 
man  was  ready  to  turn  out  at  an  hour's  warning.  North  Caro- 
lina had  men  enough  of  her  own  to  crush  domestic  insurrec- 
tions and  repel  enemies  from  abroad ;  and,  as  they  marched  in 
triumph  through  their  piny  forests,  they  were  persuaded  that 
in  their  OAvn  groves  they  could  win  an  easy  victory  over  Brit- 
ish regulars.  The  terrors  of  a  fate  like  that  of  Norfolk  could 
not  dismay  the  'natrir  ts  of  Wilmington. 

North  Carolina,  proud  of  its  victory  over  domestic  ene- 
mies, and  roused  to  defiance  by  the  arrival  of  Clinton  in 
their  great  river,  met  in  congress  at  Halifax  on  the  fourth  of 
April ;  on  the  eighth  appointed  a  select  committee,  of  which 
Harnett  was  the  head,  to  consider  the  usurpations  and  violences 
of  the  British  parliament  and  king ;  and  on  the  twelfth,  after 
listening  to  its  report,  unanimously  "empowered  their  dele- 
gates in  the  continental  congress  to  concur  with  the  delegates 
of  the  other  colonies  in  declaring  independency  and  forming 
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The  people  of  ^ii  h  oZ  f  :::™:rf""°r"'''. '™^ 

™te  =.  explicit  sanction  to  ind;::i  *  .    "'  '"  ^"'™"  ^^ 

^f  A        .  ^''  ^^""t  of  the  least  delav "     T^^^  ^^     i 

una  officers  were  pomnpliori  f^  •  .1  iuuiestea.  iiie  mi- 
which  arrived  XT h  ndtZd  frr""""'  ^  ^  '"'' 
go  away  without  landing  &2  I  s  ,  J"^  ™  ^""^  *» 
andiifty  bar^isof  p„4:'';:;e  u^ntT':  <<  X^rtt'""'^'' 
pie  from  a  vessel  at  Tybee  -^     P^^ 

Wright  u^i.  f  ATLiirror^teith'' '"-" 

officers  either  fled  or  were  seized  °*°''  "™™ 

the^j^LTif  Fer^"'"-;*"!?  "^"""^'^  -  Savannah  on 
ine  «;cond  of  February,  elected  Archibald  Bulloch     Inlm 

utiegates  to  the  contmental  cona-ress-  inri  \Z- 
Jte  fron.  the  seat  of  congress,  they  IS  tTgivt  SZ 
otlier  mstniction  than  this  •  ''  Kppn  m  ,.;«    .u    ^        ,  -^ 

?ei:sSota5at2t;tri^^^^^^^ 

^^^ee  whenevfr  it  sTo^  bttZ:  ^f  r^l^ 

A  few  dajs  after  this  instruction  was  adonfp.l  ^h^         1 

governor,  taking  with  him  the  .reat  4al  of    T    '         "^^ 

— e  j^rear  c,cai  ot   tixe  province, 
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escaped  by  niglit  to  Bonaventure,  rowed  through  Tybee  creek 
to  the  Scarborough  man-of-war,  and  reported  "  Georgia  to  be 
totally  under  the  influence  of  the  Carolina  people ;  nothing  but 
force  could  pave  the  way  for  the  commissioners."     His  flight 
imposed  upon  the  congress  of  Georgia  the  necessity  of  framhig 
a  constitution,  which,  on  the  fifteenth  of  April   1Y76,  was 
accepted  as  "  the  groundwork  of  a  more  stable  and  fomal  gov- 
ernment."    Archibald  Bulloch  was  elected  its  first  president, 
and  on  the  first  day  of  May  was  charged  by  the  council  of 
safety  to  enforce  all  the  resolutions  of  congress,  without  regard 
to  any  individual  or  set  of  men;  "for,"  they  reasoned,  "no 
government  can  be  said  to  be  established  while  any  part  of  the 
community  refuses  submission  to  its  authority."     Accepting 
the  supreme  command  of  the  colony,  Bulloch  answered  :  "  The 
appointment  is  derived  from  the  free  and  uncorrupt  suffrages 
of  my  fellow-citizens.     I  shall  enforce  and  carry  into  execution 
every  resolve  and  law  of"  the  "  congress"  of  Georgia 


! 
> 

1 

'   ^ 

r.: 

i!  :    '.r 

\}ii^ 

lb      ll 


ft 


t  '      I 


I        i 


III. ;  OH,  XXIV. 


1776. 


THE  BATTLE  OF  FORT  MODLTKIE. 


808 


!!' 


0  execution 


CHAPTER  XXy. 

HOW  sorrn  cakolina  abva^ceb  to  indepenbknoe. 

FEBECAET-JnLT  177G. 

Inte'^sLl^™  f™""  °'"'='^''  ""^^^  »"  ™P»fee  from  tho  reso- 

vices  in  the  aL^^II''^  '"S.  h  f^'T  '"  ^^'^  ^^^^ 
the  Kinc'  of  km„«  „=,  i  i?i.   ,'  """^  ">"<'«  '*'  "PPeal  to 

post^ffierc  JZd  tft»f  '  °"^.t— y.and  genena 
colonics  permiZn  J!  7  "^f  .'=°'»""'™.  »nd  granted  to 
the  roraI^an"S     Th         f :''  "'«"'*»''»"^.  independent  of 

tread  on  mf     W1.0T1  «„  *i     X      ,     ,  motto:  don't 

theprovLhi' J!™1!         "'"•*'"'  "-"P™-' on  "^forming 

The  maiofity  had  «mf  f.:      .*  "'^P^"''™"'' °^  ^">"-- 

toward  ihil  it  t^  LTs  Mv  •'"  TT^^  *^  ^"^^ 
avowed  liis  willinil.  ?  '"^^'''''j'  "npelled.    One  member 

colonies;  the  cu':  CfeZIZl  7,  iT  """''"'  ^"^  >"=' 
principles  of  <  Common  Sense  • ' "  b!t  the  o  -"^  T""'  "" 
not  be  enforced  for  w,„t  .7  (^  ,    ''"'"""''  '^™  '=onW 

were  runnin^fnto  o^      ,     ^L!^'  T"  ""^'^  ^«"''^ 

(-.1 ,  me  iinmmcm;  danger  of  invasion 


11 


i! 


f'i:! 


Iff  I 


11 


394:         AMERICA  ARMS  FOR  SELF-DEFENCE,    ep.  iu.  ;  oh.  xxv. 


) '  I      '  ' 


iff    J 


waa  proved  by  intercepted  letters ;  so  that  necessity  compelled 
the  adoption  of  some  adequate  system  of  rule. 

"VViiilo  a  committee  of  eleven  was  preparing  the  organic 
law,  Gadsden,  on  the  thirteenth,  began  to  act  as  senior  officer 
of  the  army.  Companies  of  mihtia  were  called  down  to 
Charleston,  and  the  military  forces  augmented  by  two  regi- 
ments of  riflemen.  In  the  early  part  of  the  year  Sullivan's 
Island  was  a  wilderness,  thickly  covered  with  myrtle,  live-oak, 
and  palmettos ;  there,  on  the  second  of  March,  William  Moul- 
trie was  ordered  to  complete  a  fort  largo  enough  to  hold  a 
thousand  men. 

Within  five  days  after  the  convention  received  the  act  of 
parliament  of  the  preceding  December  which  authorized  the 
capture  of  American  vessels  and  property,  they  gave  up  the 
hope  of  reconciliation ;  and,  on  the  twenty-sixth  of  March  1770, 
asserting  "  the  good  of  the  people  to  be  the  origin  and  end  of 
all  government,"  and  enumerating  the  unwarrantable  acts  of 
the  British  parliament,  the  implacability  of  the  king,  and  the 
violence  of  his  officers,  they  estabhshed  a  constitution  for  South 
Carolina.  The  executive  power  was  intrusted  to  a  president 
who  was  endowed  with  a  veto  on  legislation  and  was  com- 
mander-in-chief;  the  congress  resolved  itself  into  a  general 
assembly,  till  their  successors  should  be  elected  by  the  people 
in  the  following  October.  The  numerous  and  arbitrary  repre- 
sentation, which  had  prevailed  originally  in  the  committee  of 
1774  and  had  been  continued  in  the  first  and  second  congress 
of  1775,  was  confirmed  by  the  new  instrument,  so  that  Charles- 
ton kept  the  right  of  sending  thirty  members  to  the  general 
assembly.  The  old  laws  prescribing  the  qualifications  of  the 
electors  and  the  elected  were  continued  in  force.  A  legislative 
council  of  thirteen  was  to  be  elected  by  the  assembly  out  of 
their  own  body ;  the  assembly  and  the  legislative  council  elected 
jointly  by  ballot  the  president  and  vice-president.  The  privy 
council  of  seven  was  composed  of  the  vice-president,  three 
members  chosen  by  ballot  hy  the  assembly,  and  three  by  the 
legislative  council.  The  judges  were  chosen  by  joint  ballot  of 
the  two  branches  of  the  legislature,  by  whose  address  they 
might  be  removed,  though  otherwise  they  were  to  hold  office 
during  good  behavior. 
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dent  ironry  Laurens  vice-president,  and  William  Henry  dZ. 
ton  ehief  just.ee.  On  aeeepting  offlec,  RntledRo  addre^dZ 
generd  assembly :  "  To  preside  over  the  welfar"  of  a  b^ve  and 
generous  people  is  in  my  opinion  the  highest  honor  any  man 
«m  eeejve.  In  so  perilous  a  season  as  the  present,  I  wfu  not 
withhold  my  best  serviees.  I  assure  myself  of  receivinr  the 
support  and  assistanee  of  every  good  m^  in  the  eZyfand 

verse  IS,  that  under  his  gracious  providence  the  liberties  of 
Amenca  may  be  forever  preserved  " 

mnV^LT  ,t^  "'?  "'*'''  "^  °«™  ^-^  administered; 
!outi  ,  7  ^  ^?  "'"''"'"=  "*  ">"  »"'  constitution,  the 
conneil  and  assembly,  preceded  by  the  president  and  vict 
pr  sident  and  by  the  sheriff  bearing  the  sword  of  state,  wafed 

Sn'a  Th?™T  °'  ,''°  '"""^  """  '"^  »""-  °f  South 
rZ^^  '^T'*'''' '""'  '■''P'""'''  ™<i  te'^  0*  joy,  crowded 

denf- rl"  ^^"^  ']"  '°^'"''"*'™  ^'"'=^^  '"''^'-^d  «"=  Presi- 
dent.    Conscious  of  our  natural  and  uualienible  rights  and 

detemnncd  to  make  every  effort  to  retain  them,  weTee  y^r 
elevation  from  the  midst  of  us  to  govern  this  country  as  Z 
natural  consequence  of  unprovoked,  cruel,  and  aecumut  ed 
oppressions  Chosen  by  the  suffrages  of  .;  free  peor  you 
vill  make  the  constitution  the  great  rule  of  your  eonte-  in 
he  dischoi-geo  your  duties  under  that  constitution  we  ;vi-ll 
support  you  with  our  lives  and  fortunes  " 

tl,»o"  T?'  ''T"^  I'y  Drayton  and  Cotesworth  Pincknev 
the  assembly  condemned  the  British  plan  of  sending  comml 
..oners  o  treat  with  the  several  colonies  as  a  I™,d7ent 
scheme  for  subverting  their  liberties  by  negotiations,  and  re 

aro^thtirT'lV""'  "^''  "™^'  °*  Great  EritLin  only 
tlirough  the  continental  congress. 

When,  on  the  eleventh  of  April,  tliej  closed  their  session, 

taken  Tr  the  '  'f,  ffl^'^  "^  "^^*  '^'^^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^-^ 
taken  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  my  duty;  on  yours  a  sol- 
emn assurance  h^  been  giyen  to  support  me  ther^    The 
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constitution  shall  bo  tho  invariable  rule  of  my  conduct.  I  re- 
pose the  most  perfect  confidence  in  your  engagement.  If  any 
persons  in  your  parishes  and  districts  are  still  strangers  to  tho 
merits  of  the  dispute  between  (rrcat  Britain  and  the  colonies, 
you  will  explain  it  to  them  fully,  and  teach  them  their  inhe- 
rent rights.  Tiie  endeavors  to  engage  barbarous  nations  to 
imbrue  their  hands  in  the  innocent  blood  of  helpless  women 
and  children,  and  tho  attempts  to  make  ignorant  domestics 
subservient  to  the  most  wicked  inirposes,  are  acts  at  which 
humanity  must  revolt. 

"  Seeing  no  alternative  but  unconditional  submission  or  a 
defence  becoming  men  born  to  freedom,  no  man  who  is  worthy 
of  life,  liberty,  or  property  will  hesitate  about  the  choice.  Su- 
perior force  may  lay  waste  our  towns  and  ravage  our  country, 
it  can  never  eradicate  from  the  breasts  of  free  men  those  prin- 
ciples which  are  ingrafted  in  their  very  nature. 

''  Of  this  colony  the  reputation  for  generosity  and  magna- 
nimity is  universally  acknowledged.  I  trust  that  the  only  strife 
among  brethren  will  be,  who  shall  do  most  to  servo  and  to  save 
an  injured  country." 

On  the  twenty-third  of  April  the  conrt  was  opened  at 
Charleston,  and  the  chief  justice  after  an  elaborate  exposition 
charged  the  grand  jury  in  these  words :  "  The  law  of  the  land 
authorizes  me  to  declare,  and  it  is  my  duty  to  declare  ti  o  law, 
that  George  III.,  king  of  Great  Britain,  has  abdicated  the  gov- 
ernment, that  he  has  no  authority  over  us,  and  we  owe  no  obe- 
dience to  him. 

"  It  has  been  the  policy  of  the  British  authority  to  cramp 
and  confine  our  trade  so  as  to  be  subservient  to  their  com- 
merce, our  real  interest  being  ever  out  of  the  question ;  the 
new  constitution  is  wisely  adapted  to  enable  us  to  trade  with 
foreign  nations,  and  thereby  to  supply  our  wants  at  the  cheap- 
est markets  in  the  universe;  to  extend  our  trade  infinitely 
beyond  what  has  ever  been  known ;  to  encourage  manufactures 
among  us ;  and  to  promote  the  happiness  of  the  people  from 
among  whom,  by  virtue  and  merit,  the  poorest  man  may  arrive 
at  the  highest  dignity.  Tho  Almighty  created  America  to  be 
independent  of  Britain  ;  to  refuse  our  labors  in  this  divine  work 
is  to  refuse  to  be  a  great,  a  free,  a  pious,  and  a  happy  people ! " 
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order  and ^ncZ.l'l;:; :; ~^7f  f  '''  ^^^  --Pted; 
flin^lo  executivo  iJ  .  ''"'  ''^  ^^^°  substitution  of  a 

To  prcpao  foT  r^  i      .         ''' ^T^'^^  *^'^"*  eonnnissions. 

Cimrleston,  as«i.tod  by  °^^^^^^^^  ^'^^--  of 

country,  were  emnlovorl      1    .^  •  '"'  ^^  ""S'-oos  from  the 

veterar^Ar  JtroSveV:^^^^^^^^^  ''''  ^T'     ^^^^^  ^be 
I'o  found  little  more  to  do  t  ?.  ''J"'"''"^  ^^  *^'°  '-^'•"^J' 

inhabitants.  "  *^'"  '^^^'^^"  ^^^^  liospitalities  of  the 

Tbe  British  fleet  and  tnTi^nm^c  ,i    •       •.  . 
did  not  leave  Cork  hal  ™  r^^^X,*^,  °  -' '"  C-olh.« 
by  a  storm  E„on  after  ,r„i„„  ,„  {'  "'«>  »-frc  scattered 

adverse  gales  and  iw,  s  a'  !,'„Vtm\,!  ^^T'  "f'  ™'"°* 
passage  of  ,„„re  tl,a„  eM,ty  d™  d  I  ^  Z  "t?^"^''  °""' " 
wallis,  and  sueh  ships  as    iff  ^"*'''  ^  "'*"'  '^°™- 

river  and  deliver  to  Cto™  '"'"'"'"^■'  '"''•■  C»P°  Fear 

tions  directed  limto^!,;.  "f  ""=''""'•    T''»°  '"Btme- 

pal  instigator  of  he  reSon"; ''di  "l  '°  ^'  •""'  "  ""=  ?"»- 
and  eomnnttees  of  saf  ty  Ce  "or  ,?  '"  '"'T'"'''''''  """^--^^^^ 
of  jnstiec,  to  arrest  thTtl        !        ''''^'"'"  administration 

who  shou  d  re™  l^e  "tf  "f  "^  *"  '™P'=''^  "*  "» 
From  North  Sina    .  '"f f '"J' »«»'»  «*  «'oir  obedience." 

Virginia  or  to  Sonth  C  T     ^T"^  "'  '''^  »«•"  "''"ice  to 

pcf  s  and  d^ortL*^::!™;:  rsT-;r  -'-  *"; 

tboXr  n^iL!  "-  '"  -"-  -atton^as^^  «- 

snrreetion.    AVM.  r'r       m    '"*'  ™Pl"''=-*d  its  loval  in- 
look  into  the  cC^^^^^^  to 

York ;  but  Lord  S°C  mn '  7  **  ^/"^  ''""  ""'"^^  N«- 
ton ;  and,  as  J^^^^t^!^  ^  »  Charles- 
by  the  rebels  on  Sullivan's  J"  i  ,  ■  ,  "  ™'*'  '"'<=<='<=d 
I'arbor,  were  unfinished  PI  *  '  "'^"^  """  "'«  '"^^  '»  tl'O 
tbo  co;n.odore  fo  ttl^t  t!  T^-'"""''  "'  "'^  P^P^al  of 
sudden  attack"  '  ''"^"'=""°  "^  """t  fortress  by  a 

Before  leaving  his  govemncnt,  Martin  had  sent  a  party  to 
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burn  tlie  house  of  Hooper,  the  noble-minded  delegate  in  the 

continental  congress;  Cornwallis,  with  nine  hundred  men 

it  was  his  first  exploit  in  America — landed  in  Brunswick 
county,  and,  with  a  loss  of  two  men  killed  and  one  taken  pris- 
oner, burned  and  ravaged  the  plantation  of  Eobert  Howe. 
As  the  British  retired  from  North  Carolina,  Chnton  in  a 
proclamation  of  the  fifth  of  May  invited  the  people  "  to  ap- 
pease the  vengeance  of  an  incensed  nation,"  and  offered  par- 
don to  all  who  would  submit,  except  Robert  Howe  and  Corne- 
lius Harnett. 

The  peace  of  Charleston  was  undisturbed  except  by  gather- 
ing rumors  that  an  English  fleet  and  transports  had  arrived  in 
Cape  Fear  river.  Its  citizens,  taking  courage  from  the  effi- 
ciency with  which  the  government  of  the  colony  was  ad 
ministered,  toiled  in  the  trenches ;  and  bands  of  negroes  from 
the  neighboring  plantations  were  employed  upon  the  works. 
The  bloom  of  the  magnolia  was  yellowing,  when,  on  the  first 
day  of  June,  expresses  from  Christ  Church  parish  brought 
news  to  the  president  that  a  fleet  of  forty  or  fifty  sail  lay 
anchored  about  twenty  miles  to  the  north  of  Charleston  bar. 

Eutledge  ordered  the  alarm  to  be  fired;  and  while  the 
townsmen  were  looking  out  for  horses,  carriages  or  boats  to  re- 
move their  wives  and  children,  he  called  down  the  militia  from 
the  country  by  expresses,  and,  in  company  with  Armstrong 
who  arrived  toward  the  end  of  April,  visited  all  the  fortifica- 
tions. B..rricades  were  thrown  up  across  the  principal  streets; 
def^uces  were  raised  at  the  points  most  likely  to  be  selected 
for  landing ;  lead,  gleaned  from  the  weights  of  windows,  was 
cast  into  musket-balls ;  and  a  respectable  force  was  concen- 
tred at  the  capitol. 

The  invaders  of  South  Carolina  had  come  only  upon  the 
most  positive  assurances  that  the  friends  of  the  British  gov- 
ernment in  the  province  would  rise  at  their  bare  appearance. 
At  a  moment  when  instant  action  was  essential  to  their  suc- 
cess they  were  perplexed  by  uncertamty  of  counsel  between 
Clinton  and  Sir  Peter  Parker,  the  respective  commanders  of 
the  army  and  the  naval  force.  On  the  eighth  Moultrie  re- 
ceived from  Clinton  the  proclamation,  in  which  the  British 
general  declared  the  existence  of  "a  most  unprovoked  and 
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wicked  rebellion  within  South  Carolina  "  th.  « 

crimes  of  its  inhahitanfa  »  .i.    ^  "^^^^^^^^^    t^e  "succession  of 

mittees.  thVe^o^^S^  "^''^uf  '^  '''  ^^"^^«^  ^^^  «om- 

misguided  rS^  X^d^^of  V'  ^°  '^J^^^''  -^ 
against  all  bodies  of  ^pn  ^        "proceeding  forthwith 

af  open  el^'f^Zl  Tj^/TT'  ^^^.---^^-^ 
sented  "  to  forewai.  the^  del^ded^^^^^  ^^  ^ 

king's  name  «  free  T^irdnr,  f^         F^^P^e,    and  to  offer  m  the 

armlandsubmrtoZw  Hat"  f  "^ V^^ '^°™  'l^^^ 
CoAiwallis  on  the  Cf  t?'     ?  ™^ ''"'"'  *■■'"'  ""^  '""'^"Ited 

van.  ls,an^"ald  tah  ^r  t^ZZrS'T  "'  '""■- 
tnaUy  co-ot)erate  wifl,  fi,  •  !  ,7  ^  """''^  "«'  ™»re  eifee- 
by  landWon  W  *V"'«°?^'l  ™°™™»t  of  the  fleet  than 

iuxii  ds  angels  ot  Ii^ht  compared  wifl,  ti.^  ir-     •  • 

committee  of  safety.    He  directed  the  arrest  I  v.!'    I^'""* 

emor  of  Maryland,  withont  ceremony  or  dd.v"T     '  T' 

province  was  not  within  his  distHct,  and    esetted  heT  rf  "' 
ence.    Not  fill  fT,o  -p^,    ^.i     y  -r  ^i-sentea  tne  interfer- 

On  tl/ntth  attended  b/h";  1'^  '"  "'"'^  ^''-'^«'o»- 
Howe  of  No  th  Catun^^  I      •""''"^T"?  ^<*  "^^  Robert 

crossed  to  M  ™Xlshnd  r"",""/  "'  f"«fi'=»«on'  he 
the  front  and  „ra  dfwel  fl'^,  .°  ^"""'^  "  *"^  "*  ^^^"^ 
men  encamped  L  ite, elf  „  t't'' 1,  ""'^  *'^'^'™  "'""-^'^d 
palmetto  leaves    VSnn  tL?    ^     ,    '"'  ""^  "'"^''^  ^"'h 

Hftin,  and  «t«n J^"  lr;:;trra,t''TeTd 

X  th!S  ttidtttd"  t;t£r  r  " 

hoJ?:pXti:::jtL"el:itii^"''-^  f'""'''  -^ 

tion  of  the  presidon   *   het'l  n"  "r     r™        ^  "'"" 

G  -uion^  uuU  iuj  otaeers.    Tiiis  cir- 


I 


II 


!-'IiJ 


400 


AMERICA  ARMS  FOR  SELF-DEFENCE,    ep.  hi.  :  en.  xxv. 


cumstance  became  of  the  greatest  importance.  To  Armstrong 
no  command  whatever  had  been  cr-iceded  ;  Lee  was  invested 
with  the  mihtary  command  only  through  an  order  from  Rut- 
ledge.  Weeks  afterward  he  continued  in  secret  to  express  im- 
patience at  "  this  complex  play  they  were  acting  of  Duke  and 
no  Duke ; "  *  but  with  Rutledge  he  took  care  to  avoid  a  rupture. 

On  that  same  day  Clinton  landed  four  or  five  hundred  men 
on  Long  Island,  showing  that  the  first  attack  was  to  be  made 
on  the  outpost  of  the  city.  Leo  proposed  to  Rutledge  to  with- 
draw from  Sullivan's  Island  Vv'ithout  a  blow;  but  Eutledge, 
interposing  his  authority,  would  not  suffer  it ;  yet  on  the  tenth 
the  very  first  order  of  Lee  to  Moultrie,  except  one  which  was  re- 
voked as  soon  as  issued,  directed  that  officer  to  construct  bridges 
for  his  retreat,  and  he  repeated  and  enforced  the  order  several 
times  that  day  and  on  almost  every  succeeding  one.  Happily 
Moultrie's  courage  was  of  that  placid  kind  that  could  not  be 
made  anxious  or  uneasy  ;  he  weighed  carefully  his  danger  and 
his  resources ;  with  imperturbable  confidence,  formed  his  plan 
for  repelling  the  impending  attack  by  sea  and  by  land ;  and 
never  admitted  the  thought  that  he  could  be  driven  from  his 
post. 

On  the  tenth,  while  the  continental  congress  was  finishing 
the  debate  on  independence,  the  Bristol,  whose  guns  had  been 
previously  taken  out,  came  over  the  bar,  attended  by  thirty  or 
forty  vessels,  and  anchored  at  about  three  miles  from  Fort 
Sullivan.  In  Charleston,  from  which  this  movement  was  dis- 
tinctly visible,  all  was  action;  on  the  wharfs,  warehouses  of 
great  value  were  thrown  down  to  give  room  for  the  fire  of 
cannon  and  musketry  from  the  Ihies  along  East  bay  ;  intrench- 
ments  surrounded  the  town ;  the  barricades,  in  the  principal 
streets,  were  continued  to  the  water ;  and  arrow-headed  em- 
bankments were  projected  upon  the  landing-places.  Every  one 
without  distinction  "  labored  with  alacrity "  in  sun  and  in 
rain. 

On  the  eleventh  the  tvv'o  regiments  from  North  Carolina 
arrived.  That  same  day  Lee,  not  being  permitted  by  Rut- 
ledge  to  direct  the  total  evacuation  of  the  island,  ordered  Moul- 
ti'ie  immediately  to  send  four  hundred  of  his  men  over  to  the 

*  Charles  Lcc  to  Patrick  Henry,  29  July  1770. 
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^viU  detach  anotber  hundred  of'n"?"'^  "'  Y"^^  ■  "  ^'°" 
on  the  other  aide  of  the  c  eek  Z  J^  :'''^Stbe'' *^e  cot,s 
Moultrie,  and  meehanil  audi  ,\®'"'"'  ^"»li"a  was  witi 
lolp  in  the  ,vorIc  on  hfa  fort  T  ?  T, """'  """  ''«™  *» 
so  violently  that  two  hi,,rtl,-?".  '""'^'^  the  wind  blew 
obliged  for  safety  to  sand  7  f  '"7  outside  of  the  bar  were 
pone  the  attack  "* '"  '""'  '"<'  '^'^  =^ted  t»  post- 

feting  for  MouItrieThe'artv  f^M'™  Pennsyl.anian,  ma^ 
W-.    On  that  same  day  Kt^r  P  ?'  """  "'"'"'^'^  "■"> 
of  his  squadron  his  alnlm!n,%    1T-^"'  *°  *■"=  "^'P**''^ 
SulUvan's  Island-  and^n  fr  •!!  ^°^*^''>"g  ""o  batteries  on 
Clinton.    The  eonduet  of  theTvf  , '"  ■'""-""-"'ed  it  to 
nnhannonions  eo„nc"t Ind  J  r     ,    ■''^^'"'''"^«»''  »<> 
the  consequent  delaylh'at  bt  ri    ^""^''^  «"«lo  ™ch  use  of 
exceedingly  good  sSetf  X^tirT'"'''  *'' '  ^'^  »  -"^ 
town.    To  capture  and  earfZs.  p         "I't"^  ""'P""* '"''  ^ 
suiting  with  CornwaUis^rnWI  K    ™°  '  ^'''"•^'  ™"*«»'  "on- 
'bousand  men,  thoTSrptUTdTtr'  ""'^  *"»"«-- 
ammunition,  on  Lon/lsLd T     ,  T*  '"^'  "^''ory,  antf 

grew  except  a  few  Sesrat'l..    ''"'''  "''^'^  ""'""S- 
and  where'the  troopst&^^'^^^X  Z'"^  "'  ""^""-^ 
of  good  water  and  the  bad  o, '  I?  *''^''V"""g  ™,  the  want 
provisions.     After  evervmlT^^.'""^  >nsuffieient  supply  of 
Clinton  to  make  a  «  foTrhe'ford  ™H^''t^™  *»■ 
neck ;  so  did  othe«  of  his  office^    an^  ,1      f  "  "^  *"  ^'' 
through  Vaughan  to  Sir  Peter  SkeTttol,      "■"'™'='^' 
seven  feet  of  water  at  low  tide  •  and  ,1, If  If    ^"'^  ''"""'''«' 
eould  not  take  the  share  they  e«  • '  tt     r.-  '"""^ 
Compelled  to  prooose  Kor„«t(,-    ^,-  "  intended  attack, 

third  for  the  jLt  a  Irk  t  "f'  ^'"l*?"/^^''  ^  *<=  twenty- 
an  unfavonbli  wM         '  ""■*  "  '™  '"°''^'^<J  ^  tbat  day  by 

OnL"::^:^,aet«  "r'^™'"'-^'^  -giment  an^.ed. 

ginia  and  mLhed  trci:;,eZn  ^  2^'' ^'^'  "«  ^™-  ^i- 

posed  to  the  wither     O^  ll  h     -     "'  *™'^  continuaUy  ex- 

™r,v.!.2a   ^'  ""  ""■  '  "•«'""  'og™en^  thia  was. 


If 


^1 

^J  '  1 

!■•:   ■ 

if  Hi 


I    -''"Jll 


402  AMERICA  ARMS  FOR  SELF-DEFENCE,     ep.  hi.;  on.  xxv. 

the  most  complete,  the  best  armed,  best  clothed,  and  best 
equipped  for  immediate  service. 

The  confidence  of  Su*  Peter  Parker  was  unshaken.  To 
make  all  sure,  he  exercised  a  body  of  marines  and  seamen  in 
the  art  of  entering  a  fort  through  its  embrasures.  Coming 
down  to  the  island,  Lee  took  Moultrie  aside  and  said :  "  Do 
you  think  you  can  maintain  this  post  ? "  Moultrie  answered  : 
"  Yes,  I  think  I  can."  Lee  fretted  at  Moultrie's  too  easy  dis- 
position, and  wished  to  remove  him  from  the  command. 

On  the  twenty-fifth  the  squadron  was  increased  by  the  ar- 
rival of  the  Experiment,  a  ship  of  sixty  guns,  wliich  passed 
the  bar  on  the  next  day.  Letters  of  encouragement  came  from 
Tonyn,  then  governor  of  East  Florida,  who  was  impatient  for 
an  attack  on  Georgia ;  he  would  have  had  a  body  of  Indians 
raised  on  the  back  of  South  Carolina  and  a  body  of  royalists 
to  "  terrify  and  distract,  so  that  the  assault  at  Charleston  would 
have  struck  an  astonishing  terror  and  affright."  He  reported 
South  Carolina  to  be  in  "a  mutinous  state  that  delighted 
him ; "  "  the  men  would  certainly  rise  on  their  officers ;  the 
battery  on  Sullivan's  Island  would  not  discharge  two  rounds." 
This  opinion  was  spread  through  the  fleot,  and  became  the 
belief  of  every  sailor.  With  or  without  Clinton's  aid,  the 
commodore  was  persuaded  that  he  could  silence  Moultrie's 
batteries,  and  that  tlien  his  well-drilled  seamen  and  marines 
could  take  and  keep  possession  of  the  fort,  till  Clinton  should 
"  send  as  many  troops  as  he  might  think  proper,  who  might 
enter  the  fort  in  the  same  way." 

One  day  Captain  Lempriere,  the  same  who  in  the  former 
jear  had  taken  more  than  a  hundred  barrels  of  powder  from  a 
vessel  at  anchor  off  St.  Augustine,  was  walking  with  Moultrie 
on  the  platform,  and,  looking  at  the  British  ships-of-war,  all  of 
which  had  already  come  over  the  bar,  addressed  him  :  "  "Well, 
■colonel,  what  do  you  think  of  it  now?"  "We  shall  beat 
them,"  said  Moultrie.  "  The  men-of-war,"  rejoined  the  cap- 
tain, "  will  knock  your  fort  down  in  half  an  hour."  "  Then," 
said  Moultrie,  "  we  will  lie  behind  the  ruins  and  prevent  their 
men  from  landing." 

On  the  morning  of  the  twenty-eighth  a  gentle  sea-breeze 
summoned  to  the  attack.    Lee,  from  Charleston,  for  the  tenth 
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atill  m^dfercrrcmoviu;  It™';''  ^"^''  ''^  ™™^  «»'-  and 
trio,  whoso  faculZmfo  '«,/"?  ''T,""'^'''  '''»'»  ^oul- 
wem  strained  to  Sr  ut„  J !  ''"^  f '""  "^  '»''<''»'  «alm 
guard  on  tl.o  LtmT!  ""' ""''' '"  ™"  '^^ advanced 
of  Orangeb.'rrof  ^r^      ^mmander,  William  Thomson 

but  from'cSool  aSzo tTs'  1, 7' "  r  "'  ^'^-^'^-a. 
worth,  as  an  offleor  bC  a^d  -nw!        ^^''T'  '  """^  "'  '^™ 
POH  posted  lift,  of  tr  .ItilSdltd  hill'^T'^T 
bushes.    A  few  hundred  yards  ir/l?„    ""   , '"^  ""^  '^J'rtlo 
been  thrown  up  whiel,  I,„         ,  ,     •  ,    ""'  '"■'astworks  had 
of  lusown  re^men  torn  o!;,"""''^ '"'"<'''='' "«™» 
with  two  bunC    fX"  XrthTw''"  neighborhood, 
bundred  more  of  the  meu  nf  L  Iw       .'"''  ™g"n<'nt,  two 
tbe  raeeoou  comp  n3r^,Tr   e4t    ^  r  Tf '/'°"^' ^■^'' 
toeted  by  amoral  ;  on  lis  r  It  by  one  e^",      '  '"  ""  P^"" 
ono  brass  six-pounder  whipl,  nt    I    ,  T  f  8''*<'™-Pounder  and 
would  wish  to  land  °"'^"''  '"^^  «P°'  ^''^'•»  Chnton 

Wand";:ifh:Z^';;":T  ""1™  -""bebeoehof  Long 
ried  baek  to  irfort  Se  T^'''t  ^'"^'''  ^°""™  bm° 
offleers  and  Lu  to  thtir  po't      IL,  ')"  >  ""' '°  '"''*'  -'» 

m  command  was  UniP  Mr.n-^  i  •  ^^""^ence.  JNext  to  lum 
faultless  Fnmel  Sof  T  T  ?"'"  ™'  *^°  ^'^="'^»=  and 
tion  at  eaeh  angL ,  S'of  pllt ,™  I  ^^"™'  "*  "  "al- 
together, and  laid  in  r,!!  u  r'"''"°.'°g«'  dovetailed  and  bolted 

rfdos  the  palmetto  wall  wasTnly  sey™  feet  7  Tf  °°^""^™ 

~:rif:'ffl:?r„J^^^^^^ 

w^drneedt  theTtr^.T"™"-     '''"'  ^'""-^-d,  wh th 
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The  number  of  cannon  in  the  fort,  bastions  and  the  twu  ca7a- 
liers  was  but  thirty-one,  of  which  no  more  than  twenty-one 
could  at  the  same  time  be  brought  into  use ;  of  ammunition, 
there  were  but  twenty-eight  rounds  for  twenty-six  cannon. 
At  Haddrell's  point,  across  the  bay,  Armstrong  had  about  fif- 
teen hundred  men.  The  first  regular  South  Carolina  regiment, 
under  Christopher  Gadsden,  occupied  Fort  Johnson,  which 
stood  on  the  most  northerly  part  of  James  Island,  about  three 
miles  from  Charles  ;.'',  and  within  point-blank  shot  of  the  chan- 
nel.    The  city  was  protected  by  more  than  two  thousand  men. 

Half  an  hour  after  nine  in  the  morning  the  commodore 
gave  signal  to  Clinton  that  he  should  proceed  to  the  attack. 
An  hour  later  the  ships-of-war  were  under  way.  Gadsden, 
Cotesworth  Pinckney,  and  the  rest  at  Fort  Johnson  watched 
all  their  movements ;  in  Charleston,  the  wharfs  and  water-side 
along  the  bay  were  crowded  with  troops  under  arms  and  look- 
ers-on. Their  adversary  must  be  foiled  or  their  city  will  be 
sacked  and  burnt,  and  the  savages  on  the  frontier  spring  from 
their  lurking-places. 

The  Thunderbomb,  covered  by  the  Friendship,  began  the 
action  by  throwing  shells,  which  it  continued  till  more  than 
sixty  were  discharged  ;  of  these,  some  burst  in  the  air ;  one 
lighted  on  the  magazine  without  doing  injury  ;  the  rest  sunk 
in  the  morass  or  were  buried  in  the  sand  within  the  fort.  At 
about  a  quarter  to  eleven  the  Active,  of  twenty-eight  guns, 
disregarding  four  or  five  shots  fired  at  her  while  under  sail ; 
the  Bristol,  with  fifty  guns,  having  on  board  Sir  Peter  Parker 
and  Lord  William  Campbell,  the  royal  governor  of  South 
Carolina ;  the  Experiment,  of  fifty  guns ;  and  the  Solebay,  of 
twenty-eight — brought  up  within  about  three  hundred  and 
fifty  yards  of  the  fort,  let  go  their  anchors  with  springs  upon 
their  cables,  and  began  a  most  furious  cannonade.  Every  sailor 
expected  that  two  broadsides  would  end  the  strife;  but  the 
soft,  fibrous,  spongy  palmetto  withstood  the  rapid  fire,  and 
neither  split  nor  splintered  nor  started ;  and  the  parapet  was 
high  enough  to  protect  the  men  on  the  platforms.  When 
broadsides  from  three  or  four  of  the  men-of-war  struck  the 
logs  at  the  same  instant,  the  shock  gave  the  merlons  a  tremor, 
but  the  pile  remained  uninjured.    Moultrie  had  but  one  tenth 
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we.^  fir^d  veryTw  r  T  "^f^''''^-,  "'^g""^  accordingly 
always  for  Ko,  oV  ?  "■'  "'';'"S  ""'  ""^  "^«"g 

g»n  8hiD,  "  wrn'  f^  '^^  commodore,  mind  tlie  fi%- 

f™m2LrnTme„.  ""'^  '""'  ^"^''  '^°°^  "'^  P'='«°™ 

"  To'  ff\iT^  ^T^''  ^'"^'•-  * "  ''^"i  Moultrie  of  Motte 

beWve  w^?  ,r     5'""'-    ^■"'  Moultrie  wrote  to  lee  °« f 
Deiisve  we  shall  want  more  powder     At  tl,»  ^f„  ; 

think  we  shall;  but  you  can  see  that     Pr^^l  ^       ^"  '"''  "^ 
you  think  proper."  ^'^^  """"^  ™  ""ore,  if 

fromTeTrtter  "cLr'^^''  '"'^  '"''°»  ^^  ''-^ 
Win,     hat  r-to  STdi^^ted-rhThiSl  .fn^ 

wounding  one  soldier     Tl  p  fi5        ^  "^^""^^^    ^^^^^^ 

At  twelve  o'clock  the  light  infantry,  grenadiers   and  th« 
Amer.ean  defences  were  well  constated,  the  aZoaeh  d  ffl 

aerea  to  disembark,  for  it  was  seen  tlnf-  «  fi.^  it 
impraetieable,  and  ^ould  ha™  beeTtl  e  dest^ti  "  „7  "™ 
brave  men,  without  the  least  probabil  t^  oW  ""     'l7Z 

:z7"t^h:i:d^fr,"'---p--^-"po„^':T 
eo^^r^rh^ir^^r^  — st::^^ir  i^ 

people  of  Charleston,  as  they  looked  from  the  batterv  with 
senses  quickened  by  the  nearness  of  danger  beheld  «fL" 

filade  the  works,  and,  when  the  rebels  should  be^driven  Lm 


;; 


Vi 


•i:  i  If  i'  I'' 


■ 


f 


AMERICA  AUM9  FOU  SELF-DEFENGK.    kp.  in. ;  mi.  xxv. 

tlioin,  to  cut  oif  tliolr  rotrrut.  It  wan  a  inonunt  of  danf^or,  for 
tho  fort  on  that  witlo  was  unfinishod  ;  but  tlio  pilotH,  koeplup 
too  far  to  tho  south,  laii  all  tho  throo  u])oii  a  bank  of  Hand, 
known  aa  tho  Lower  Middlo  (1  round.  Sooiiifj;  tho  fripjatoH  thus 
entan«;lod,  tho  bohohlorH  in  tho  town  were  Hwaycd  altornatcly 
by  foal's  and  hopes ;  tho  armed  iuliabitnnts  stood  every  ono  at 
his  post,  uneertaiu  but  that  th(\y  nii^jjht  bo  called  to  inunodiato 
action,  hardly  darin<;  to  believo  thai.  Moultrie's  small  and  ill- 
furnished  garrison  could  boat  off  tho  scpiadron,  when  behold  ! 
his  Hag  disappeai"s.  Fearing  that  his  colors  had  been  struck, 
tlioy  prepared  to  meet  the  invadora  at  tho  water's  odgo. 

In  tho  fort,  William  .lasper,  a  sergeant,  perceived  that  tho 
flag  had  been  cnt  down  l,)y  a  ball  from  tho  onomy,  and  had 
fallen  over  tho  ram])arts.  "(\)lonol,"  said  ho  to  Moultrie, 
"  don't  let  us  fight  without  a  flag." 

"  What  can  you  doT'  asked  Moultrie  ;  "the  utalT  is  brokcni 
off." 

"  Then,"  said  Jasper,  "  Til  fix  it  to  a  halberd,  and  place  it 
on  tho  merlon  of  tho  bastion  next  tho  enemy;"  and,  loa])ing 
through  an  embrasure,  and  braving  the  thickest  liro  from  the 
ship,  ho  took  up  tho  flag,  returned  with  it  safely,  and  planted 
it,  as  ho  had  jn'omised,  on  tho  sunnnit  of  the  merlon. 

Tho  sea  gleamed  with  light ;  the  almost  vortical  sun  of 
midsunnner  glared  from  a  cloudless  sky  ;  and  tho  intense  heat 
was  increased  by  tho  blaze  from  the  cannon  on  tho  platform. 
All  of  tho  garrison  were  without  coats  during  tho  action,  and 
some  were  nearly  naked ;  ^loultrio  and  several  of  tho  ofWcers 
smoked  their  pipes  as  they  gave  their  ordei*8.  They  know  that 
their  movements  were  observed  from  tho  house-tops  of  Charles- 
ton ;  by  tho  veteran  Armstrong  and  the  little  army  at  Ilad- 
drell's  i)oint ;  by  Gadsden,  who  at  Fort  Johnson  was  chafing 
with  discontent  at  not  being  in  tlio  centre  of  danger.  Exposed 
to  an  incessant  cannonade,  which  seemed  sufficient  to  daunt 
tlie  bravest  veterans,  they  stuck  to  their  guns  with  tho  greatest 
constancy. 

Hit  by  a  ball  which  entered  through  an  embrasure,  Mac- 
daniel  cried  out  to  his  brother  soldiers:  "lam  dying, ^ but 
don't  let  the  cause  of  liberty  expire  with  mo  this  day."  Jas- 
per removed  the  mangled  corpse  from  the  sight  of  his  com- 
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nfa,  ,.„d  oriod  aloud:  n.ot  „»  rcvcgo  that  b»vo  „,a„', 

»  .tt    od  tl„a  .1,,,,  ami  oa,'Hod  w„„,„l„  a„d  deati,.     Noitlior 

"iw'i  licm  t  0,0  /iro  of  ovcry  gun  that  could  l,o  l.rouirht  t,. 
wtro  Kt.,t,ra„Hl  on  her  riuartor-dock,  not  «i,o  OHcapod  bcin,- 

oy  a  ch,ii„.8l  ot,  and  rooorvm^r  a  wonml  in  th<,  nook  wa«  t.Lkn„ 

ltd  :,r '""  *"•"',"""'  "'""■"•"'"«  *»  '""P"t'"™rhot! 

8.8to(l  on  bcng  oamod  on  tho  quartor  deck  onee  mon    whoro 
he  ro,nu,od  eon.mand  till  howa»  „hot  through  the    «  v  ThoT 

"■my.    If  tho  troops  would  but  co-oporato,  ho  wm  ml  „f 
K»nnK  the  i.  an,l ;  for  at  about  one  c^olock  he  bXverthI 

aearoit,  of  powder,  orri!^-  th':"^^  S^eST  ^^ 
trio  was  reserved  for  the  mi]Hlfof,.x,  ««      i  r  *" 

pected  attack  fro.n^h^Zrtr  it  ZlT  51  f" ''f; 

know  our  collection  is  not  vcrv  nrmt     tt™      i'""'™'-    ^'o" 
von  and  n,,-  ,„„>»!  ■'^  *^     '     ^'om"'  and  victory  to 

Z  w"  th  vouTcf  ^  countrymen  with  yon.    Do  not  make  too 
lm„,,     1   •>""  <^''""™-    Be  cool  and  do  mischief."    Those  fivo 
undred  pounds  of  powder,  with  two  hundred  pound  from  a 
Behooner  ly,ng  at  tl.o  back  of  tho  fort,  wore  .ZholZ^ 
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that  Moultrio  received.  At  throe  in  the  afternoon,  Loo,  on  a 
report  from  his  aido-dc-canip,  JJyrd,  sent  Mnlilon berg's  Vir- 
ginia rillonien  to  re-enforco  Thomson.  A  litth^  before  iivo, 
Moultrio  waa  able  to  rencnv  his  tiro.  At  about  five,  the  ma- 
rines in  the  ships'  tops,  seeing  a  lieutenant  with  eight  or  ton 
men  remove  the  heavy  barrieude  from  the  gateway  of  tlie  fort, 
thought  that  Moultrio  and  his  party  were  about  to  retreat ; 
but  the  gateway  was  unbarred  to  receive  a  visit  from  Lee. 
The  ofticora,  half  naked,  and  begrimed  with  the  hot  day's 
work,  respectfully  laid  down  their  })ipe8  as  he  drew  near.  Tho 
general  himself  pointed  two  or  three  guns,  after  wiiich  he  said 
to  Moultrie:  "Colonel,  I  see  you  are  doing  very  well  here; 
you  have  no  occasion  for  me;  I  will  go  up  to  town  again;" 
and  thus  ho  loft  tho  fort. 

AVhen,  at  a  few  minutes  past  seven,  the  sun  went  down  in 
a  blaze  of  light,  tho  battle  was  still  raging,  though  the  British 
showed  signs  of  weariness.  The  inhabitants  of  Charleston, 
whom  tho  evening  sea-breeze  collected  on  tlio  battery,  could 
behold  the  Hag  of  liberty  still  proudly  waving ;  and  they  con- 
tinued gazing  anxiously,  till  the  short  twilight  was  suddenly 
merged  in  the  deep  darkness  of  a  southern  night,  when  noth- 
ing was  seen  but  continual  flashes,  followed  by  peals  as  it  were 
of  thunder  coming  out  from  a  heavy  cloud.  Many  thousand  shot 
wero  fired  from  the  shipping,  and  hardly  a  hut  or  a  tree  on  tho 
island  remained  unhurt ;  but  the  works  wore  very  little  dam- 
aged, and  only  one  gun  Wius  silenced.  The  iiring  from  the  fort 
continued  slowly ;  and  the  few  shot  they  were  ablo  to  send  were 
hoard  to  strike  against  the  ships'  timbers.  Just  after  nine  o'clock, 
a  great  part  of  his  ammunition  being  expended  in  a  cannonade 
of  about  ten  hours,  his  jicoplo  fatigued,  the  Bristol  and  tho  Ex- 
periment made  nearly  wrecks,  the  tide  of  ebb  almost  done,  with 
no  prospect  of  help  from  the  army,  Sir  Peter  Parker  resolved 
to  withdraw.  At  half-past  nine  his  ships  slipped  their  cables, 
and  dropped  down  with  the  tide  to  their  previous  moorings. 

Of  the  four  hundred  and  thirty-five  Americans  in  the  fort 
who  took  part  in  this  action,  all  but  eleven  remained  alive,  and 
but  twenty-six  were  wounded.  At  so  small  a  cost  of  life  had 
Charleston  been  defended,  and  the  colony  saved. 

When,  after  a  cannonade  of  about  ten  hours,  the  filing 
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t<H>  liad  tL  Sphin  "  '^  ;.  ,  •  „  ^  '"  ^y'"''  I""!  sot  off,  and  so 
«ot  fire  to  l,or,  Xir^n         T""^  "*  "'"  ^'"™»  '»°» 

I Jwi      1  c™, ;;:[  ■■'""'''"«'  ■"'"-vont^-ono  wounded. 

of  which,  Xr  SS  r;™  i;rr"s-"',i'T  't  ='^«' 

was  sli.rhtlv  i„  iuml      A  I      /  '^''''  ''"^  ^^'^''-    ^^'-  l^tJter  Parker 

next  mornins;  the  main  mZ  I  "  ^""  ""'y  "'» 

l-elow  the  honl-td  Z  r"  T^  "l^o^t  fifteen  feet 

jar,-n,.,t  lower  tta'nt.o       e  If  I'^nfr'.^'^'.r'^  '™™  ^ 
»oa  she  „,„.t  have  fione  dZ  ^'rV^dle'^"  "'''" 
went^-three  were  l<illed  and  iifty-dx  woZd^    l';!''™™' 
tain,  ost  his  Ir.ff  orr«   „^  j  ^^^"ounaca,  bcott,  her  cap- 

Imndre,!  and  iive      T  !^  ^1    ,'  "'  '""^  "•''"■^''«''-  "'^^  t™ 

r  ^  XI  cw  loriv,  umlor  tJic  sirifflo  "convov  of  <■],«  q^i  i 

frigate,  the  rost  nf  flw.  n     i.  i    •     *'        ^uuvoy  oi  the  bolebav 

month4  if—  ;; "    "™^  'T  """^  ^"■■"  f-  '™ 
pciiority,  ,t  drove  the  loyalBts  into  obscurity.    To  the 
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other  colonics  it  was  a  nioflsago  of  brotherhood  and  union  from 
South  Carohua  as  a  self-directing  republic. 

On  tho  morning  of  the  twenty-ninth  Charleston  harbor 
was  studded  with  sails  and  alive  with  tho  voices  of  men  hasten- 
ing to  congratulate  tho  victors.  They  crowded  round  their 
deliverers  with  transports  of  gratitude ;  they  gazed  on  tho  un- 
injured walls  of  tho  fortress ;  they  enjoyed  tho  sight  of  the 
wreck  of  tho  Actcon,  of  the  discomiited  men-of-war  riding  at 
anchor  at  two  and  a  half  miles'  distance ;  they  laughed  at  the 
commodore's  broad  pendant,  scarcely  visible  on  a  jury  main- 
topmast,  while  their  own  blue  flag  crowned  the  merlon.  Let- 
ters of  congratulation  came  down  from  Ilutledgo  and  from 
Gadsden ;  and  Leo  gave  his  witness  that  "  no  men  ever  did  or 
could  behave  better." 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  thirtieth  Lee  reviewed  tho  garri- 
son, and  renewed  to  them  the  praise  that  was  their  due.   While 
they  were  thus  drawn  out  the  women  of  Charleston  presented 
to  the  second  regiment  a  pair  of  silken  colors,  one  of  blue,  one 
of  red,  richly  embroidered  by  their  own  hands ;  and  Susanna 
Smith  Elliott,  a  scion  of  one  of  the  oldest  families  of  the  col- 
ony, who,  being  left  an  orphan,  had  been  brought  up  by  Re- 
becca Brewton  Motte,  stepped  forth  to  tho  front  of  the  intrepid 
band  in  matronly  beauty,  young  and  stately,  light-haired,  with 
eyes  of  mild  expression,  and  a  pleasant  countenance,  and,  as 
she  put  tho  flags  into  the  hands  of  Moultrie  and  Motte,  she 
said  in  a  low,  sweet  voice :  "  Your  gallant  behavior  in  defence 
of  liberty  and  your  country  entitles  you  to  the  highest  honors ; 
accept  these  two  standards  as  a  reward  justly  due  to  your  regi- 
ment ;  and  I  make  not  the  least  doubt,  under  heaven's  protec- 
tion, you  will  stand  by  them  as  long  as  they  can  wave  in  the 
air  of  liberty."     The  regiment,  plighting  the  word  which  they 
were  to  keep  sacredly  at  the  cost  of  many  of  their  lives,  an- 
swered :  "  Tho  colors  shall  be  honorably  supported,  and  shall 
never  be  tarnished." 

On  the  fourth  of  July,  Rutledge  came  to  visit  the  garrison. 
There  stood  Moultrie,  there  Motte,  there  Marion,  there  Peter 
Horry,  there  William  Jasper,  and  all  suiwivors  of  the  battle. 
When  Rutledge,  in  the  name  of  South  Carolina,  returned 
thanks  to  the  defenders,  his  burning  words  adequately  ex- 
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CHAPTER  XXYI. 

VIEamiA   PROCLAIMS    THE   EIGHTS    OF  ILAJST   AND  PROPOSES   ESDE- 

PENBENCE. 

May- June  177G. 

On  the  sixth  of  May  forty-five  members  of  the  house  of 
burgesses  of  Virginia  met  at  the  capitol  in  Williamsburg  pur- 
suant to  their  adjournment ;  but,  as  they  were  of  the  opinion 
that  the  ancient  constitution  had  been  subverted  by  the  kin<^ 
and  parliament  of  Great  Britain,  they  dissolved  themselve*s 
unanimously,  and  thus  the  last  vestige  of  the  king's  authority 
passed  away. 

The  delegates  of  Yirginia  who  on  the  same  morning  met 
in  convention  were  a  constituent  and  an  executive  body.  Not 
less  than  one  hundred  and  thirty  in  number,  they  represented 
the  oldest  of  the  colonies,  whose  institutions  had  been  fash- 
ioned after  the  model  recommended  by  Bacon,  \nd  whose 
inhabitants  for  nearly  a  hundred  and  seventy  years  had  main- 
tained the  church  of  England  as  the  establishment  of  the  do- 
mmion,  and  had  been  heartily  loyal  to  their  kings. 

Its  people,  having  in  their  origin  a  perceptible  but  never 
an  exclusive  influence  of  the  cavaliers,  had  sprung  mainly  from 
adventurers,  who  were  not  fugitives  for  conscience'  sake,  or 
sufferers  from  persecution.  The  population  had  been  recruited 
by  successive  infusions  of  Scotch-Irish  Presbyterians  ;  Hugue- 
nots, and  the  descendants  of  Huguenots ;  men  who  had  been 
so  attached  to  Cromwell  or  to  the  republic  that  they  preferred 
to  emigrate  on  the  return  of  Charles  II. ;  Baptists  and  other 
dissenters  ;  and  in  the  valley  of  ^^^'rginia  there  was  a  very  large 
German  population. 


177C. 


THE  BIGHTS  OF  MAN.    INMPENMNOE. 


3SE3   INDE- 


southern  trLtarie^f  Lt  aS;:?^at'  ""'  ^  '^^°*-'  -^ 
of  the  Eoonoke  and  aJont  H,«  s  T  ?  *'"  Jx^^d-^Prings 
yond  the  monntainsindLii^!,      '"'''''''''''''  "'^  """"fy  bl 

-d  the  CumberianVrit™  and  Lrr  "  "^  ^«"»W 
Tennessee  and  beyond  it     ^^1?   "J^^^  indefinitely  to  the 

!««  jurisdiction  stS  w^h  „f  1?'^  =  ''"^""''  -"'■^d  *•■»' 
west  and  north-west  of  a  Hn^t  ^  f'  °™'"  "''  *""=  "^mt-y 
Point  Comfort,  not  „\'Z^'""'f  ">■'<=»  "orth  of  OM 
there  was  no  one  to  dispute  a  1,.  ^  ''°^'''  •'^'^'"^'  ^d 

the  province  of  Qneb  Cde^  H^t  of  "  •''"  "'""  ^^°<'P' 
continental  congress  had  annX  ^  /a ifr'"'  7'™''  '"« 
— nch  m  soil,  precious  m;n».„i    i     ,•  *'""  ™'  territory 

venient  mart  "^foTrreSi  cl''  "^  "P""^'  '''"''*-•  <=on^ 
the  ^^est,  more  fertnerrreTa'cTorr'  T'  P^*™^«  *» 

and  G:.at  Britain,  thai  arrlonwhcb\'?  *""""'  ^'^'^' 
toestaWishrepubUcanliberfy-!"!!?*.  '"^'^  '=™'-  P-'oPosed 
The  morement  proceeded  fr!,!?^'™ '™  ">  ^  f"^^'^- 
self,  and  represented  Stl^"'". '"if  ^T  "^^^^S^^i^  her- 
The  Ancient  Nonunion  irf^v,'"'"":^''*  ''^■'  '''""«  P^oP'o- 
the  change  of  d/C  y  0M688    Ih  r^r'"'''^  ^p'™™^ 
even  more  readily  than  th^Fn'i-T      "l""'  ™™"™ty  had, 
Hanoyer,  and  had  be  n  one  of  tf'  T^'*'^  "'^  "^""^^  of 
Pire  of  the  Georges     Driyen  "'^r",'":^''  ''"*  «'  '^^^  ^°'- 
their  constitational  rights  oTJff  "'""  '''='^'"=°  """""S 

■uent  by  the  people,  V^Lr^f""'  •;  T""®  "  eoyen>° 
questions  about  ancestry  fr  ol^  '^  "*  '?'"'-  "^^ed  no 

mountains.  WhenTt  lyedlt  '  "T?  *"  "'^  ^°''  "  '»  the 
of  the  war  commemorrs  t^  ""'™'^  "''"S""""--  ^he  story 
interior  alone;  "mTng  L  "inr"^',""]  °'  *°  ■"»»  «*  '"^^ 
especially  r^porterfrfm    he  lo  *'™'"^''"  "™»<»-« 

family  of  Ca'ryof  Hampton  rflr™''^^  ''"*  ^''''  "''d  ^o 

riedtoaFairfaxandaNch;r^  Tl        r"  ""=  ^^'°'-^'  »^^- 
to  unrelenting  opposition     V  '       '""*  ""  *'"''''  connections 

nimity  as  ColS^lJ^ZV^ 7'"\''  ""■"'  "- 
■landing  resolution  ^^'^'"'sotts,  and  with  a  more  com- 

pea'tn::oti::itt:r-tr'^  -»—  - 

tue  counoj  or  BuckingJiam  to  Charles 
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Patterson  and  Jolin  Ciibcll,  its  delegates :  "  Wo  instruct  you 
to  cause  a  total  and  final  separation  from  Great  Britain  to  take 
place  as  soon  na  possible ;  and  a  constitution  to  bo  established, 
with  a  full  representation,  and  free  and  frequent  elections; 
the  most  free,  hai)py,  and  permanent  government  that  human 
wisdom  can  contrive  and  the  perfection  of  man  maintain." 

The  county  of  Augusta  represented  the  necessity  of  mak- 
ing the  confederacy  of  tlic  united  colonies  most  perfect,  inde- 
pendent, and  lasting ;  an  equal,  free,  and  liberal  government, 
that  might  bear  the  test  of  all  future  ages.  The  inhabitants 
of  Transylvania  were  anxious  to  concur  with  their  brethren  of 
the  united  colonies  in  every  measure  for  the  recovery  of  their 
rights  and  liberties. 

The  inhabitants  on  the  rivere  "Watauga  and  Ilolston  sot 
forth  that  "  thiy  were  deeply  impressed  with  a  sense  of  the 
distresses  of  their  American  brethren,  and  would,  when  called 
upon,  with  their  lives  and  fortunes,  lend  them  every  assist- 
ance in  their  power  ;  they  begged  to  be  considered  as  a  part  of 
the  colony,  and  would  readily  embrace  every  opportunity  of 
obeying  any  counnanda  from  the  convention." 

^  To  that  body  were  chosen  more  than  one  hundred  and 
thirty  of  the  ablest  men  of  Virginia.  Among  them  were  no 
Tiish  enthusiasts  for  liberty;  no  lovers  of  revolution  for  the 
sake  of  change;  they  were  the  choice  of  the  freeholders  of 
Virginia,  and  the  majority  were  men  of  independent  fortune, 
or  even  opulence.  It  was  afterward  remembered  that  of  this 
grave  assembly  the  members  were  for  the  most  part  men  of 
large  stature  and  robust  frames,  and  that  a  very  great  propor- 
tion of  them  lived  to  exceeding  old  age.  They  were  now  to 
decide  whether  Virginia  demanded  independence,  and  would 
establish  a  commonwealth ;  and  to  move  like  a  pilhu-  of  firo  in 
front  of  the  whole  country. 

When  the  delegates  had  assembled  and  appointed  a  clerk, 
Richard  Bland  recommended  Ednmnd  Pendleton  for  presi- 
dent, and  was  seconded  by  Archibald  Gary ;  while  Thomas 
Johnson  of  Louisa,  and  Bai'tholomew  Dandridge,  proposed 
Thomas  Ludwell  Lee.  For  a  moment  there  wiis  something  like 
an  array  of  jmrties,  but  it  instantly  subsided ;  Virginia  showed 
her  greatness  by  her  moderation,  and  gave  new  evidence  that 
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patriots.    After  T  ,0^0^  ,;"'  f™-™''™  ™>""S  ''«' 

-.-;  of  a  Apor  I  "1!"?"  ^'«t''  «°-«'ution,  whic 
virtue,  and  foi"'^     ^""""nation  of  tl.o  prinoiploB  of  honor, 

On  the  (iftccnth  ArehikiH  f„„,  f 
whole,  reported  reeohuiotwttlfS .        ?  "r'"'"""  °*  "■" 
ton,  offered  by  Nelson  ZTo.f      ,  ,""1  *"*"=''  ''■''  I'™<llo- 
tbon  twiee  r4d  a     L "" j™,;^  ^^""-^•,  1''-/  wore 
twelve  n,embers  bein^  pro!™.  ,       '  ""^  °'"'  ^"""^'^"^  a""! 
ThepreamblooaunSedS'lIT  ""^"™°"«'^  "S^d  to. 
that  the  hing-s  represent    t  if  fc"""^ '  -"«»S  "'l--^^ 
employing  slaves 'ngainst  their  "n"to.^°'7.  T  ""'"«  ""'' 
have  no  alternative  left  JmtLT-^'    '"'  "'"^say:  "Wo 
-Pa-tion;"    therefr  th  1  ^  ,:^''^' T"'™ ■-™  "  a  total 
delegates  i„  eongress  be  iSuofo  V       "  ''°"°°  ""'•■^*  ""ei^ 
doelare  the  united  eololsfr  "! 'f.'".''''''?"  '^  """  ""-"^  '» 
.    from  all  allegianee  or  dependen  "     '"''T"'""'  ^"'*^^'  *»*ed 
of  Great  Brftain,  and  tif at  t W^P™,"'" ™™ "^ Pariiament 
to  s>.ch  deetaio'n,  and  to  r^ZZ       T"'  "'  ""'  -'""^ 
aneesand  a  confederation  oTtho™,  ""'"«  foreign  alli- 

Power  of  forming  gotrmnen    f„  tT!/  ""'^'"^'^  *^''*  "•» 

intcr„.al  coneerns  offeach  /  ^  rfUo'th"^'''"™  "'  *"» 

nml  legislatures."  ^  '"  ""e  ''ospoctive  eolo- 

This  resolution  was  received  „„>    e  , 

hells  and  the  noise  of  art  lie  y    and   he  P  v7  T'"'  '''"™'  "' 

the  attomey.genen.1,  who  wt  thef  7".  ^'"''''P'''  »™  "^ 
Nicholas;  James  M.adison,tir,o„t:fu?;>r  "  ^"^'='"'" 
eounty ;  but  the  one  who  at  tint,  f"^''"®  ^''O"  O'-a^ST' 

Remind  0,  the  convelir:  t' SrrrMalon""^-^  <>- 
of  Washington  in  the  representation  ft  r  •  ?'  °  ™eeessor 
-as  a  devoted  member  of 'thTcWr  of  Jl^,''.  "»""!^;    Ho 
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own  account  of  himself,  "  though  not  bom  within  the  verge  of 
the  British  isle,  he  had  been  an  Englishman  in  his  principles,  a 
zealous  assertor  of  the  act  of  settlement,  firmly  attached  to  the 
royal  family  upon  the  throne,  well  affected  to  the  king  person- 
ally and  to  his  government,  in  defence  of  which  he  would  have 
shed  the  last  drop  of  his  blood ;  one  who  adored  the  wisdom 
and  happiness  of  the  British  constitution,  and  preferred  it  to 
any  that  then  existed  or  had  ever  existed."     For  ten  years  he 
claimed  nothing  for  his  countrymen  beyond  the  liberty  and 
privileges  of  Englishmen,  in  the  same  degree  as  if  they  had 
still  continued  among  their  brethren  in  Great  Britain ;  but  he 
said :  "  The  ancient  poets,  in  their  elegant  manner  of  expres- 
sion, have  made  a  kind  of  being  of  Necessity,  and  tell  us  that 
the  gods  themselves  are  obliged  to  yield  to  her;"  and  he  left 
the  private  life  that  he  loved,  to  assist  in  the  rescue  of  his  coun- 
try from  the  excesses  of  arbitrary  power  to  which  a  seeming 
fatality  had  driven  the  British  ministers.      He  was  a  good 
speaker  and  an  able  debater,  the  more  eloquent  now  for  being 
touched  with  sorrow;  but  his  great  strength  lay  in  his  sin- 
cerity, which  made  him  wise  and  bold,  modest  and  unchanging, 
while  it  overawed  his  hearers.    He  was  severe,  but  his  severity 
was  humane,  with  no  tinge  of  bitterness,  though  he  had  a  scorn 
for  everything  mean,  cowardly,  or  low  ;  and  he  always  spoke 
out  his  convictions  with  frank  directness.     He  had  been  truly 
loyal ;  on  renouncing  his  king,  he  could  stand  justified  to  his 
own  conscience  only  by  an  unselfish  attachment  to  human 
freedom. 

On  the  twenty-seventh  of  May,  Gary  from  the  committee 
presented  to  the  convention  the  declaration  of  rights  which 
Mason  had  drafted.  For  the  next  fortnight  the  great  truths 
which  it  proclaimed,  and  which  were  to  form  the  ground- 
work of  American  institutions,  employed  the  thoughts  of  the 
convention.  One  clause  only  received  a  material  amendment. 
Mason  had  written  that  all  should  enjoy  the  fullest  toleration 
in  the  exercise  of  religion.  But  toleration  is  the  demand  of 
the  skeptic  who  has  no  fixed  belief  and  only  wishes  to  be  let 
alone  ;  a  firm  faith,  which  is  too  easily  tempted  to  establish  it- 
self exclusively,  can  be  content  with  nothing  less  than  equality. 
A  young  man,  then  unknown  to  fame,  of  bright  hazel  eyes  in- 
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dining  to  gray,  smaU  in  stature  li,,!,*  • 
pearance,  a  pallid,  Bickly  ehl'r    n         P-^^^"-.  delicate  in  ap- 
~bust  men,  propped  an  amttoent"'  T""^  °'  '""^  ""^ 
son,  the  son  of  In  Oran  J!™^     '    ^^  ^™  "'"■"^s  Madi- 
of  P^bytorian  dissente^^X^  P^"'-' ^-^  '"«'-='>«" 
tamed  by  his  own  studies,  by  med.W        P"™  "'  ^"™^'«». 
l>omimon,  by  an  ingenuous  M^ff™  ""f'  "'«  ">  ^e  Old 
the  Baptists,  and  b/tbe~e  S' •"'  "  '''  ''™''"*'°"'  °* 
the  sanctity  of  :,4„,  Cd„r  jf  V'  "^ht,  to  uphold 
"toleration,"  because  it  impUeT^  J  mm'".""''  '"  ""^  ^'^ 
endm-ed  dissent  only  as  Tconl      "'^^^^'^  ^^ligion,  which 
ness  of  his  eonvictiorovermri  r"°.'  '°^'  "^  '^'  "'"'^^ 
demonstrate  that  «  aU  m°  n  I^eeomr    .-1^' ''"  P™™<"'»1  *» 
ercise  of  religion,  aec^rdW  t  T  ^^/"""'''^  '"  ""^  ^^e  ex- 
His  motion,  which  Sltl      .'?  ^"'•■'*^'  "^  conscience." 
purpose  which  Masw  wisLTto  ''!^^  '^'"''="''^'  *<>  ^T 

f«ges  of  his  eoUeaLr  tI;  '^'^T^'^'  <">tained  the  suf- 
the  wisest  civilian  SvirgiS"  tT  ^" ,'"'  -"--»ent  of 
been  fairly  t^seribed,  wis  on  ^t' f"tT'™' '"''"«  ««^° 
tlu-d  time,  andunanim;:"X,t^  *"'^"'' "^  "^"^  '-"  a 

and  thS:  ;:t:x:tih:ti''T;''  "^  p-'-  to  them 

mcnt :  ^'       t''^  '"^"'  ""^  foundation  of  govern- 1' 

cannot,  by  any  compact,  "^c^^  7*4^  °/-'--'^' *'''^y    ' 
namely,  the  enjoyment  of  liff ^d  1  berty  Itl  7  ""'"^"'^  ' 
aoqmrmg  and  possessing  property  aud™  "^  ""'■■"'"  "^ 

happiness  and  safety.       ^^P""''^'  ™d  pm^mng  and  obtaining. 

the  '^Ifc^r^rj VV""^^^"'"''^  "-^^  f-o-n>       ' 
all  timei  ameuaWe  ™  ^07  '™'^^  ^'  '"^^ts,  a.d  at       . 

wheneyer  any  eo.LJ:S\TZnT i:T'"f' '  ='"'^' 
trary  to  these  purposes  a  m-,;„,  t  "°.™™  madequate  or  con- 
indubitable,  n„V„aMra7  .d  f.  •  ;°  '?T'"'^^''^  » 
tor,  or  aboh-.h  it,  in  such  a  man^L.tTll  l^^-",  *" ,"'"™'  ^- 
duciye  to  the  public  weal.  ^"''^^'^  """'"t  con- 
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"  Public  services  not  being  descendible,  neither  ongbt  the 
offices  of  magistrate,  legislator,  or  judge  to  be  hereditary. 

"  The  legislative  and  executive  powers  of  the  state  should 
be  separate  and  distinct  from  the  judicative :  the  members  of 
the  two  first  should,  at  fixed  periods,  return  into  that  body 
from  which  they  were  originally  taken,  and  the  vacancies  be 
supplied  by  frequent,  certain,  and  regular  elections. 

"  Elections  of  members  to  serve  as  representatives  of  the 
people  in  assembly  ought  to  be  free ;  and  all  men,  having  sufii- 
cient  evidence  of  permanent  common  interest  with,  and  attach- 
ment to,  the  community,  have  the  right  of  suffrage,  and  cannot 
be  taxed  or  deprived  of  their  property  for  public  uses  without 
their  own  consent  or  that  of  their  representative  so  elected, 
nor  bound  by  any  law  to  which  they  have  not,  in  like  manner, 
assented  for  the  public  good. 

"  There  ought  to  be  no  arbitrary  power  of  suspending  laws, 
no  requirement  of  excessive  bail,  no  granting  of  general  war- 
rants. 

"  No  man  ought  to  be  deprived  of  liberty,  except  by  the 
law  of  the  land  or  the  judgment  of  his  peers ;  and  the  ancient 
trial  by  jury  ought  to  be  held  sacred. 

"  The  freedom  of  the  press  is  one  of  the  greatest  bulwarks 
•of  liberty,  and  can  never  be  restrained  but  by  despotic  govern- 
ments. 

"A  well-regulated  militia,  composed  of  the  body  of  the 
people,  trained  to  arms,  is  the  proper,  natural,  and  safe  defence 
of  a  free  state ;  standing  annies  in  time  of  peace  should  be 
avoided  as  dangerous  to  liberty;  and  in  all  cases  the  mihtary 
should  be  under  strict  subordination  to  the  civil  power. 

"  The  people  have  a  right  to  uniform  government ;  and, 
therefore,  no  government  separate  from  or  independent  of  the 
government  of  Virginia  ought  to  be  erected  or  established 
within  the  limits  thereof. 

"  No  free  government  can  be  preserved  but  by  a  firm  ad- 
herence to  justice,  moderation,  temperance,  frugality,  and  vir- 
tue,^ and  by  frequent  recurrence  to  fundamental  principles. 

"  Religion  can  be  directed  only  by  reason  and  conviction, 
not  by  force  or  violence ;  and,  therefore,  all  men  are  equally 
entitled  to  the  free  exercise  of  it,  according  to  the  dictates  of 
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other eoloni,  blill^'^J'J^, ;"f  .^-l- .""'-•" 
tbeir  relations  with  Britain   V^r„'  '''^'"' '"  "''^^"'^'^  »» 

customs  to  primal  pri^l'sZTT'  ''•°'"  "'''^^  ""d 
to  the  eoutempIationT/i;  r*  !h  'r^"  '"'°'"  '^ 
eternal  laws  of  man's  bein^r     1   .  ®'"=  ^""moned  the 

English  petition  Tt  rithti  leTj  T r'-""  *^'™"^'  ^^-^ 
,ivei  the  Virginia  deelition  came™  of  1"^?^ "J^"'- 
and  announced  govemin,,  r,ri„  •  i  T  ^^  ^™''  "*  nature, 
It  was  the  ^<AJZZ2l^^''r!:'  '^^  '^"^''^  »  ^"  «»e 
worldinto  being.  liX  K  tmal"  tT^'- ^"^'^  P"'^"-' 
name  and  fame  of  her  sons  Z  h^T      ^ ,    "«"^"' ^""^  'i«5 

^hould  show  a  incenesslrh^lfe  X  ofriM  I  ^1""  ''■'" 
freedom  among  men.  ^  ^^o^^*  ^^^  equal 

instrttlitfd~st' f  *°  '"''  ^'^'^'  -'--  J-- 

dence,  Washington  at!-::  YorkSr  '7™"""  ""^P^" 
ered  his  opinion:  "  A.  reeoudlMon    t'^'*  repeatedly  deliv- 

practicable,  and  would  be  Ht!      /"*  ^"""^  ^^^'ain  is  im- 
the  t™e  inLrest  of  Americ^  \tf^'^\'^'^  ^^'"mental  to 
«>™  us."    The  preamble  4d  If    f      \  ""''P^^denee  will 
at  Philadelphia  on  the  sam^l      Ti,™  "^  '^''^^  ^^opted 
at  Williamslrg,;  'e  inXtel™  ,^  ^'"^"^^  '"^-^^o™ 
ing  political  body.     The  b W  !^^M  ^'  '''"'  °*  *  ^elf-determin- 
eral  congress  felled  tit  ,„       T    "^  P™eeedcd  from  tie  gen- 
and  Ma^land     4  '  'md  C^^  ^•'*""'-^  ■»  Pennsylvfnia 
kept  her  ranks  unbrlT  'foTsre  ^T.'"™  ""^^  "^«'^''<»-- 
of  the  revolution  to  a  con'vcmion  „b     'f "'''''  ""'  "''«=''<>- 
aa  indisputably  the  voice  11^  f?'  ^'"'"""  "'"'  ~«™d 
Pensedwith  oaths^XLplT  t.r^'''-    «''^  ''^^  dis- 
«'e  crown;  but  she  res  tdThatLw         f  «""»<>"'  "nder 
pre-  totally  the  exercise  rfevcry  Ui  rof^l'T"^  *"  ^P' 
the  king;  and  in  her  new  inX    ,■      1    ,  ^"^  "^"'^d  from 
gress  sire  mixed  w  h  1  eT  pled"    'T  "  '''"  ^''^^*^'  ■"  »»" 
cause  a  lingering  ,ris     ffl*'     °*-  '"PP""^  ">  *«  oo-nmon 
Meanwhilc,fhegtv™or™r.r-'"rT"'  ®"-^^'  ^''^^■ 

and  the  only  p,fve:Tc;:uyrrn';:^:r'y'°™=«' 

congress,  the  council  of  .,Jy,  -JZ'oZLZ  ''''"*'"  " 


t     '1 


420         AMERICA  ARMS  FOR  SELF-DEFENCE,    ep.  m. ;  on.  xxvi. 


i<    '  : 


II    J 


i  i 


In  Pennsylvania,  tlio  preamljle,  wliich  was  puLlislied  on 
tlie  morning  of  tlie  sixteenth,  was  cited  by  the  popular  party 
as  a  dissolution  of  the  proprietary  government,  and  a  direction 
to  institute  a  new  one  under  the  authority  of  the  people.  On 
the  next  day,  which  was  kept  as  a  national  fast,  George  Duf- 
field,  the  minister  of  the  third  Presbyterian  church  in  Phila- 
delphia, with  John  Adams  for  a  listener,  drew  a  parallel  be- 
tween George  III.  and  Pharaoh,  and  inferred  that  the  same 
providence  of  God  which  had  rescued  the  Israelites  designed 
to  free  the  Americans.  On  the  twenty-fourth  a  town-raeetino- 
of  more  than  four  thousand  men  was  held  in  the  state-house 
yard,  to  confront  the  instructions  of  the  assembly  against  inde- 
pendence with  the  vote  of  the  continental  congress  against 
"  oaths  of  allegiance  and  the  exercise  of  any  kind  of  authority 
under  the  crown."  It  was  called  to  order  by  John  Bayard,  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  of  inspection  for  the  county  of 
Philadelphia ;  it  selected  for  its  president  Daniel  Roberdeau  ; 
and  it  voted  unanimously  that  the  instnictions  withdrew  the 
province  from  the  happy  union  with  the  other  colonies ;  that 
the  present  assembly  was  not  elected  for  the  purpose  of  form- 
ing a  new  government;  and,  with  but  one  dissentient  voic;  it 
further  voted  that  the  house  of  assembly,  not  having  the  au- 
thority of  the  people  for  that  purpose,  could  not,  without 
usurpation,  proceed  to  form  a  new  government.  As  a  conse- 
quence, the  committee  of  the  city  and  liberties  of  Philadel- 
phia was  directed  to  summon  a  conference  of  the  commit- 
tees of  every  county  in  the  province,  to  make  arrangements 
for  a  constituent  convention,  which  should  be  chosen  by  the 
people. 

Any  agreement  which  the  proprietary  governor  would  ac- 
cept could  be  no  better  than  a  collusion,  for,  by  the  very  nature 
of  his  office  and  his  interests,  he  could  not  stand  out  against 
the  British  ministry,  however  much  they  might  be  in  the 
wrong.  The  members  of  the  assembly,  by  taking  the  oath  or 
affirmation  of  allegiance  to  the  king,  had  incapacitated  them- 
selves for  reforming  the  government.  Besides,  the  resolve 
in  congress,  which  dispensed  in  all  cases  with  that  oath,  was 
interpreted  as  conferring  the  rights  of  electors  on  the  Ger- 
mans who  had  not  yet  been  naturalized  ;  so  that  the  assembly 
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of  pZ;,:2;'™'»  "^  «'-P-„.««voof  «.  peop,e 

tion  •  and  at  ,  1,,     7    v   P"''"'"'"  ««'™""'i'  for  a  conven- 

position  loft  tie  p  ■indole  of  iml  f  •  ^  Po^rtcnt  op- 
be  established  bvaTot-  I  ^'""'"""'  '»  Pennsylvania  to 
from  the  ™L  of  tho  n  /"■^  '''""^"S  spontaneously 
'social  influe"  e  a  mlrZ  ™li  ™'^'"«  '?''"^'  '^  -"™ 
traditional  sovektn"  'l!!™       f  ^T  organization,  and  the 

long  endnring  fcofu      ^  "'  ''"'"''  ^"'^'^  "^  ""S"-^  »1 

first  oofcession  toltetr^^"''*", ''"°™'"  ^PP^"^*"'  »■""'  »«  " 
members  were  not  '  n ted T  w°"°"T'  •'"=  "'^-■^  ^'^'od 
The  protest  of  the  iStal  of  tT  ,  '^'fr  '"  *''■'  '''"?• 
their  powers  to  ea^rtttsoiff  ".''"' '"^^^ 
was  presented,  read,  a'd  laid  on  I  tlbTe"^:!  "'T""''"" 
was  taken  of  it.  The  resolrp  itZu  '  °"  °""""  "<*''oe 
pomtment  of  a  commi"  ^  7o  1  of  X  "'  r"*=  ""''  "^'=  "P" 
an  explanation  of  its  p„™  *   %!,»  ^"""ontal  eongress 

cigners  withont  reouiriTrtbs  S^T°P°''' '"  ""'"^fe^for- 

in  like  manner,  pulto  3~alfc    :  *  "^T--. 
composed  of  thnsp  wi.^  i.„  ,  ^  7     ^^^^^^^^^  to  a  committee, 

of  the  Germans     The  ^IT  °'™''"^  "="'*«"  «>«  "-''o 

unless  to  g^rtLe  ami  raTtTr''""'''!  '"  ''"^  "»  P^'W 
word  of  fhe  conserT.  ivT  ;     ^'  """^^tion  was  the  wlteh- 

p-y  of  the  ;::;i:"r  e-x\^re:^if  J':,  - 
^z:j^tj^  -  hr  v""-- 

independence  and  a  fl  m  t!  f  ■  •  '"  °"  ''"?"  ''"'  ^om 
stood  Diekimo™ thni  7°  ""^'^'■o-  i  taween  these  two 
of  the  ir3  "'""'"^  P°"''™  ™  ""^  J^ding-place 

the^c^mmittenr!!;"  T  I'^l'  <='"™'"S  to  proceed  from 

v^ummiitee  ot  mspection  for  the  countv  of  Vhu.A  i  i  • 
and  bearing  the  name  of  William  IlamnZ  n     i  ^^"^^^"^^^ 
the  assembly  to  "  nrll,ov«      ,    .      ^^amilton  as  chairman,  aske^ 
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valuable  constitution."  The  next  day  the  committee  of  inspec- 
tion of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  came  together  with  Mackean 
as  chairman,  and  addressed  a  memorial  to  the  continental  con- 
gress, setting  forth  that  the  assembly  did  not  possess  the  confi- 
dence of  the  people,  nor  truly  represent  tlie  province;  that 
among  its  members  were  men  who  held  offices  under  the  crown 
of  Great  Britain,  and  who  had  been  dragged  into  compliance 
with  most  of  the  recommendations  of  congress  only  from  the 
fear  of  being  superseded  by  a  convention  ;  that  measures  for 
assembling  a  convention  of  the  people  had  now  been  taken  by 
men  whose  constituents  were  fighting  men,  deteiTnined  to  sup- 
port the  union  of  the  proATUce  with  the  other  colonies  at  every 
hazard. 

The  members  of  the  assembly  became  uneasy :  in  the  first 
days  of  June  no  quorum  appeared.  On  the  fifth  the  proceed- 
ings of  Virginia,  directing  her  delegates  to  propose  indepen- 
dence, were  read  in  the  house.  No  answer  was  returned ;  but 
a  petition  from  Cumberland  county,  asking  that  the  instmc- 
tions  to  the  delegates  of  Pennsylvania  might  be  withdrawn, 
was  read  a  second  time,  and  a  committee  of  seven  was  ap- 
pointed to  bring  in  new  instnictions.  Of  its  members,  among 
whom  were  Dickinson,  Morris,  Eeed,  Clymer,  and  one  or  two 
loyalists,  all  but  Clymer  were,  for  the  present,  opposed  to  in- 
dependence. 

The  instructions  of  Pennsylvania,  which  they  reported  on 
the  sixth,  conceded  "  that  all  hopes  of  a  reconciliation,  on  rea- 
sonable terms,  were  extinguished  ; "  and  nevertheless,  with  a 
full  knowledge  that  the  king  would  not  yield,  they  expressed 
their  ardent  desire  for  an  end  of  the  civil  war;  while  they 
sanctioned  a  confederation  and  "treaties  with  foreign  king- 
doms and  states,"  they  neither  advised  nor  forbade  a  declara- 
tion of  independence,  trusting  to  "  the  ability,  prudence,  and 
integrity "  of  their  delegates.  Now  the  opinion  of  the  ma- 
jority of  those  delegates  was  notorious ;  but,  to  remove  even  a 
possibility  of  uncertainty,  on  the  seventh  of  June,  before  the 
question  on  the  new  instructions  was  taken,  Dickinson,  in  the 
assembly,  pledged  his  word  that  he  and  the  majority  of  the 
delegates  would  continue  to  vote  against  independence. 

On  that  same  day,  and  perhaps  while  Dickinson  was  speak- 
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ing  in  the  Pennsylvania  assembly,  Ricliard  Ileniy  Lee,  in  the 
name  and  with  the  authority  of  Virginia,  proposed  in  congress : 
mat  these  united  colonies  are,  and  of  right  ought  to  be  free 
and  mdependent  states;  that  they  are  absolved  from  all  alle- 
giance to  the  British  crown,  and  that  all  political  connection 
between  them  and  the  state  of  Great  Britain  is,  and  ought  to 
be,  totally  dissolved ;  that  it  is  expedient  forthwith  to  take  the 
most  effectual  measures  for  forming  foreign  alliances;  and 
ttiat  a  plan  of  confederation  be  prepared,  and  transmitted  to 
^  «ie  respective  colonies  for  their  consideration  and  approbation." 
Ihe  resolutions  wore  seconded  by  John  Adams. 

At  nine  in  the  morning  of  the  eighth  of  June  the  assembly 
of  Pennsylvania,  after  debate,  adopted  its  new  instructions  by 
a  vote  of  thirty-ono  against  twelve.  The  disingenuous  measure 
proved  the  end  of  that  body;  never  but  once  more  could  it 
bring  together  a  quorum  of  its  members ;  and  it  entailed  on 
their  state  years  of  bitter  strife. 

At  ten  on  the  same  day  congress  took  up  Eichard  Henry 
Lee  s  resolve,  and  the  debate  which  ensued  was  the  most  copious 
and  the  most  animated  ever  held  on  the  subject.     The  argu- 
ment  on  the  part  of  its  opponents  was  sustained  by  Robert 
Livingston  of  New  York,  by  Wilson,  Dickinson,  and  Edward 
Kutledge.     They  made  no  objection  to  a  confederacy,  and  to 
sending  a  project  of  a  treaty  by  proper  persons  to  France;  but 
they  contended  that  a  declaration  of  independence  would  place 
Amenca  in  the  power  of  the  British,  with  whom  she  was  to 
negotiate;  give  her  enemy  notice  to  counteract  her  intentions 
before  she  had  taken  steps  to  carry  them  into  execution ;  and 
expose  her  to  ridicule  in  the  eyes  of  foreign  powers  by  pre- 
mature attempts  to  bring  them  into  an  alliance.    Edward  Rut- 
ledge  said  privately  "that  it  required  the  impudence  of  a  New 
Englander  for  them  in  their  disjointed  state  to  propose  a 
treaty  to  a  nation  now  at  peace;   that  no  reason  could  be 
assigned  for  pressing  into  this  measure  but  the  reason  of  every 
madman,  a  show  of  spirit."    Wilson  avowed  that  the  removal 
of  the  restriction  on  his  vote  by  the  Pennsylvania  assembly  on 
that  morning  did  not  change  his  view  of  his  obligation  to 
resist  independence.     On  the  other  hand,  Lee  and  Wythe  of 
Virginia  put  forth  all  their  strength  to  show  that  the  people 
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waited  only  for  congress  to  lead  the  way ;  that  they  desired 
an  immediate  declaration  of  hidependenco  without  which  no 
European  power  couW  give  shelter  to  their  commerce  or  en- 
gage with  them  in  a  treaty  of  alliance.    John  Adams  defended 
the  proposed  measures  as  "objects  of  the  most  stupendous 
magnitude,  in  which  the  lives  and  liberties  of  millions  yet  un- 
born were  intimately  interested ; "  as  the  consummation  "  of  a 
revolution  the  most  complete,  unexpected,  and  remarkable  of 
any  in  the  history  of  nations."    The  voices  of  all  New  England 
and  of  Georgia  were  raised  on  the  same  side.    A  majority  of 
the  colonies,  including  North  Carolina,  appeared  to  bo  unalter- 
ably fixed  in  favor  of  an  immediate  declaration  of  independ- 
ence ;  but  the  vote  on  the  quostion  was  postponed  till  Monday. 
On  the  intervening  day  Keith,  the  British  minister  at  the 
court  of  Vienna,  chanced  to  obtain  an  audience  of  Joseph  II., 
and  afterward  of  the  empress  Marin  Theresa.     The  emperor 
referred  to  the  proclamation  which  the  joint  sovereigns  had 
issued,  most  strictly  prohibiting  all  connnerce  between  their 
subjects  in  the  Low  Countries  and  the  rebel  colonies  in  Amer- 
ica, and  went  on  to  say :  "  I  am  very  sorry  for  the  difficulties 
which  have  arisen  to  distress  the  king's  government ;  the  cause 
in  which  lie  is  engaged  is  in  fact  the  cause  of  all  sovereigns, 
for  they  have  a  joint  interest  in  the  maintenance  of  a  just 
fiubordination  and  obedience  to  law  in  all  the  monarchies  which 
surround  them ;  I  see  with  pleasure  the  vigorous  exertions  of 
the  national  strength,  which  he  is  now  employing  to  bring  his 
rebellious  subjects  to  a  speedy  submission,  and  I  most  sincerely 
wish  success  to  those  measures."     The  empress  queen,  in  her 
turn,  expressed  a  very  hearty  desire  for  the  restoration  of  obe- 
dience and  tranquiUity  to  every  quarter  of  the  British  domin- 
ions. 

^  When  the  congress  met  on  Monday,  Edward  Rutledge, 
without  nmch  expectation  of  success,  moved  that  the  question 
should  be  postponed  three  weeks,  while  in  the  mean  time  the 
plan  of  a  confederation  and  of  treaties  might  be  matured. 
Again  the  debate  was  kept  up  until  seven  in  the  evening, 
when  tlie  desire  of  perfect  unanimity,  and  the  reasonableness 
of  allowing  the  delegates  of  the  central  colonies  to  consult 
their  constituents,  induced  seven  colonies  against  five  to  assent 
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to  tho  delay,  but  with  the  further  condition  that,  to  prevent 
any  loss  of  time,  a  committeo  should  in  the  meanwhile  nro 
pare  a  declaration  in  harmony  with  the  proposed  resolution. 
On  the  next  day  Jefferson,  Jolm  Adams,  Franklin,  Sherman 
and  Kobcrt  R.  Livingston  were  chosen  by  ballot  for  that  oflice' 
On  the  twelfth  the  duty  of  digesting  the  form  of  a  con- 
federation was  assigned  to  one  member  from  each  colony ;  and 
as  If  tho  subject  had  not  been  of  transcendent  imporlav.ce' 
their  appomtmcnt  was  left  to  the  presiding  officer.     Among 
;hose  whom  Ilarcock  selected  are  found  the  names  of  Samuel 
Adams,  Dickmson,  and  Edward  Ratledge  ;  it  could  have  been 
wished  that  the  two  Adamses  had  changed  places,  thoui^h 
probably  lie  result  would  at  that  time  have  been  the  slme;  no 
one  man  had  done  so  much  to  bring  about  independence  as  the 
knowWI    ""Vr;'     '.'^^JV^  constructing  governments,  not  his 

tlZ  i  f .  1  "  ^''"''''^'^''  "^  ^^^^^°'"'  ^^^«  ^^««  remarkable 
tlian  that  of  his  younger  kmsman.  In  the  committee,  Dick- 
inson, wi..o,  as  an  opponent  of  independence,  could  promote 
only  a  temporary  constitution,  assumed  the  task  of  drafting 
the  great  charter  of  union.  ^ 

The  preparation  of  a  plan  of  treaties  with  foreign  powers 
was  mtrusted  by  baHot  to  Dickinson,  Franklin,  John  Adams, 
Harrison,  and  Robert  Morris;  and  between  John  Adams  and 
Dickmson  there  was  no  difference  of  opinion,  that  the  scheme 
to  be  proposed  should  bo  confined  to  commerce,  without  any 
grant  of  exclusive  privileges,  and  without  any  entanglement 
01  a  political  connection  or  alliance. 

On  the  thirteenth  a  board  of  war,  of  which  Washington 
had  explained  the  extreme  necessity,  was  appointed,  and  John 
Adams  was  placed  at  its  head. 

On  the  twenty-fourth  congress  «  resolved,  that  all  persons 
abiding  withm  any  of  the  united  colonies,  and  de^^ang  pro- 
tection from  Its  laws,  owe  allegiance  to  the  said  laws,  aSd  are 
members  of  such  colony  ; "  and  it  charged  the  guilt  of  treason 
upon  all  members  of  any  of  the  united  colonies  who  should 
be  adherent  to  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  gi^nng  to  him  aid 
and  comfort."  The  fellow-subjects  of  one  king  became  fellow- 
heges  of  one  republic.  They  all  had  one  law  of  citizenship 
and  one  law  of  treason.  ^ 
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CHAPTER  XXYII. 

THE  PEOPLE  OF   EVEEY  AMEEICAIsr   COLONY   DEJIAOT) 
INDEPENDENCE. 

JrNE-JuLY   lYTG. 

American  independence  was  not  an  act  of  sudden  passion, 
nor  the  work  of  one  man  or  one  assembly.  It  had  been  dis- 
cussed in  every;  part  of  the  country  by  farmers  and  merchants, 
by  mechanics  and  planters,  by  the  fishermen  and  the  back- 
woodsmen ;  in  town-meetings  and  from  the  pulpit ;  at  social 
gatherings  and  around  the  camp  fires ;  in  newspajoers  and  in 
pamphlets ;  in  county  conventions  and  conferences  of  com- 
mittees ;  in  colonial  congresses  and  assemblies.  The  decision 
was  put  oil  only  to  ascertain  the  voice  of  the  people.  Virginia, 
having  uttered  her  will,  and  communicated  it  to  her  sister  colo- 
nies, proceeded,  as  though  independence  had  been  proclaimed, 
to  form  her  constitution.  More  counsellors  waited  on  her  as- 
sembly than  they  took  notice  of :  they  were  aided  in  their 
deliberations  by  the  teachings  of  the  law-givers  of  Greece ;  by 
the  line  of  magistrates  who  had  framed  the  Roman  code ;  by 
those  who  had  written  best  in  English  on  government  and  pub- 
lic freedom.  They  passed  by  monarchy  and  hereditary  aris- 
tocracy as  unessential  forms,  and  looked  for  the  self-subsistent 
elements  of  liberty. 

The  principles  of  the  Yirginia  declaration  of  rights  re- 
mained to  her  people  as  a  perpetual  possession,  and  a  pledge 
of  progress  in  more  tranquil  days ;  but  for  the  moment  inter- 
nal reforms  were  postponed.  The  elective  franchise  was  not 
extended,  nor  was  anything  done  to  abolish  slaycry...  beyond 
the  prohibition  of  the  slave-trade.     The  king  of  England  pos- 
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sessed  the  crown  by  birth  and  for  hfe ;  the  chief  executive  of 
Virginia  owed  his  place  to  an  election  bjthe  general  assembly 
and  retained  it  for  one  year.  The  king  was  intrusted  with  a 
veto  power,  limited  within  Britain,  extravagant  and  even  retro- 
spective in  the  colonies ;  the  recollection  that  «  by  an  inhuman 
use  of  his  negative  he  had  refused  them  permission  to  exclude 
negroes  by  law"  misled  the  Virginians  to  withold  the  veto 
power  from  the  governor  of  their  own  choice. 

The  governor,  like  the  king,  had  at  his  side  a  privy  coun- 
.cil;  and,  in  the  construction  of  this  body  of  eight  men   the 
desire  for  some  permanent  element  of  government  is  conspicu- 
ous.   Braxton,  in  the  scheme  which  he  forwarded  from  con- 
gress, would  have  had   the  governor  continue  in  authority 
during  good  behavio    the  council  of  state  during  life.     But 
Patrick  Henry,  Mason,  and  the  other  chief  members  of  the 
convention,  did  not  share  this  dread  of  the  power  of  the  peo- 
ple;  and  nothing  more  was  conceded  than  that  two  only  of  the 
eight  councillors  should  be  triennially  changed,  so  that  the 
body  would  be  completely  renewed  once  in  the  course  of  twelve 
years.     The  governor,  with  their  advice,  had  the  appointment 
o±  railitia  officers  and  of  justices  of  the  peace ;  but  the  gen- 
eral  assembly  by  joint  ballot  elected  the  treasurer,  the  ludges 
and  the  officers  of  the  higher  courts.    The  general  Jembly,' 
like  the  British  pariiament,  consisted  of  two  branches,  an  an- 
nual  house  of  delegates  and  a  senate  of  twenty-four  members 
to  be  chosen  from  as  many  districts,  and  to  be  renewed  one 
lourth  m  each  year. 

The  convention  recognised  the  territorial  rights  of  ]\Iary- 
land,  Pennsylvania,  and  the  Carolinas,  and  the  limit  set  by  the 
peace  of  1703;  otherwise  it  claimed  jurisdiction  over  all  the 
region,  granted  by  the  second  charter  of  King  James  I  The 
privilege  of  purchasing  Indian  titles  was  reserved  to  the  state ; 
but  a  right  of  pre-emption  was  secured  to  actual  settlers  on  un- 
appropriated lands. 

In  framing  the  constitution,  George  Mason  was  aided  by 
Richard  Henry  Lee  and  George  AVyfche;  a  form  of  govern- 
ment, sent  by  Jeifcrson,  arrived  too  late ;  but  his  draft  of  a 
preamble  was  adopted.    Virginia  became  a  republic     The  eon 
vention,  having  on  the  twenty-nintli  of  June  unanimously 
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adopted  tlio  constitution,  tranwformcd  itaclf  into  ii  temporary 
general  assenibly,  and  made  clioice  by  ballot  of  a  governor  and 
a  privy  couneil.  I'atriek  Henry  became  tlio  cliicf  magistrate 
in  the  conimonwealtli  wliieli,  lie  said,  had  just  formed  "  a  sys- 
tem of  government  wisely  calculated  to  secure  e(pial  liberty," 
and  to  take  a  principal  purl  in  a  war  "  involving  the  lasting 
happiness  of  a  great  proportion  of  the  human  species."  "If 
C}eor"-e  HI.,"  wrote  Fox,  "■should  for  a  moment  compare  him- 
self to  Patrick  Henry,  how  humiliated  ho  imist  be !  " 

On  the  fourteentli  of  June,  (Connecticut,  \irged  by  the  in- 
vitation and  example  of  Virginia,  instructed  its  delegates  in 
favor  of  independence,  foreign  alliances,  and  a  permanent 
union  of  the  colonies ;  but  the  plan  of  confederation  was  not 
to  fo  into  elfcct  till  it  should  receive  the  assent  of  the  several 
len-islatures.  That  Puritan  connuonwealth,  which  had  in  fact 
enjoyed  a  republican  government  more  than  a  hundred  years, 
then' first  conducted  its  administration  in  its  own  name. 

On  the  same  day  and  the  next  the  Delaware  assembly,  at 
the  iiistanco  of  Mackean,  unanimously  approved  the  resolution 
of  congress  of  the  fifteenth  of  May,  overturned  the  proprie- 
tary government  within  her  borders,  substituted  her  own  name 
on  all  occasions  for  that  of  the  king,  and  gave  to  her  delegates 
new  instructions  which  left  them  at  liberty  to  vote  respecthig 
independence  according  to  their  judgment. 

On  the  fifteenth  the  council  and  assend)ly  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, in  reply  to  a  letter  from  Bartlett  and  AVhlpple,  their 
delegates  in  congress,  unanimously  voted  in  favor  of  "  declar- 
ing the  thirteen  united  colonies  a  free  and  independent  state ; 
and  solemnly  pledged  their  faith  and  hovior  to  support  the 
measure  with  their  lives  and  fortunes." 

On  the  lii-st  day  of  May  1770,  Joseph  ITawley  wrote  to 
Elbridge  Gerry  hi  congress:  "There  will  be  no  abiding  union 
without  a  declaration  of  independence  and  a  course  of  conduct 
on  that  plan.  My  hand  and  heart  are  full  of  it.  AVill  a  govern- 
ment stand  on  recommendations  ?  It  is  idle  to  suppose  so.  Nay, 
Avithout  a  real  continental  government,  people  will,  by  and  by, 
sooner  than  you  may  be  aware  of,  call  for  ihcir  old  constitu- 
tions as  they  did  in  England  after  Cromweirs  death.  For 
God's  sake  let  there  bo  a  full  revolutioi'..  or  all  has  been  done 
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in  vain.    Tndepondcnco  and  a  well-plam.ed  co.itlnonfal  -ovcra- 
mont  will  savo  us."     Tlic  aBsernbly  of  MaHsaclnmottH  adviHcd 
tl.o  1)001)1(3  in  thoir  town-inootings  to  iiiHtrnct  their  roi^roHoMn. 
tives  on  tho  question  ;  and  a  very  great  majority  of  the  towns 
ail  that  were  heard  from,  declared  for  it  unanimouBly.  ' 

The  choice  of  all  New  England  was  HpontaneouB  and  un- 
doubted. Its  extended  lino  of  sea-coast,  with  safe  and  convo- 
niont  harbors,  defied  tho  menace  of  a  blockade;  its  compara- 
tively compact  population  gave  it  a  sense  of  security  against 
the  return  of  the  enemy. 

'       Far  diiferent  was  the  position  of  New  York,  which  was  the 
irst  of  the  largo  central  colonies  to  mark  out  irrevocably  her 
Imc  of  conduct.     Devoted  to  commerce,  she  possessed  but  one 
seaport,  and,  if  that  great  mart  should  fall  into  tho  hands  of 
tlic  British,  she  must,  for  tho  time,  resign  all  maritime  inter- 
course  with  tho  world.   The  danger  was  close  at  hand,  distinctl v 
perceived,  and  inevitable.     On  tho  twenty-fourth  of  l\ray  the 
vote  of  tho  continental  congress,  recommending  tho  establish- 
ment of  a  new  government,  was  referred  to  John  Morin  Scott 
llaring  Kemsen,  Lewis,  Jay,  Cuyler,  and  Broome  ;  three  days 
later  Eorasen  reported  from  tho  committee  that  the  right  of 
creating  civil  government  is,  and  ought  to  be,  in  the  people, 
and  that  the  old  foi-m  of  government  wa«  dissolved.     On  the 
tlurty-first  resolutions  were  proposed  by  Scott,  Jay,  and  llar- 
ing, ordering  elections  for  deputies,  with  ample  powers  to 
institute  a  government  which  should  continue  in  force  until  a 
future  peace  with  Great  Britain.     But  early  in  Juno  the  New 
York  congress  had  to  pass  upon  the  Virginia  proposition  of 
independence.   This  was  the  moment  that  showed  the  firmness 
and  the  purity  of  Jay ;  the  darker  the  hour,  the  more  ready  he 
was  to  cheer;  the  greater  the  danger,  the  more  promptly  he 
stepped  forward  to  guide.     He  had  insisted  on  a  second  peti- 
tion  to  the  king,  with  no  latent  Aveakness  of  purpose.     Tho 
hope  of  obtaining  redress  was  gone;  he  could  now,  with  per- 
fect peace  of  mind,  give  free  scope  to  his  convictions  and 
sense  of  duty.     Believing  that  the  provincial  congress  then  in 
session  had  not  been  vested  with  power  to  dissolve  the  connec- 
tion with  Great  Britain,  he  held  it  necessaiy  first  to  consult 
the  people  themselves.     For  this  end,  on  the  eleventh  of  June 
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the  New  York  congress,  on  his  motion,  called  upon  the  free- 
holders and  electors  of  the  colony  to  confer  on  the  deputies 
whom  they  were  ahout  to  choose  full  powers  of  administering 
government,  framing  a  constitution,  and  deciding  the  great 
question  of  independence. 

In  this  manner  the  unanimity  of  !N"ew  York  was  insured ; 
her  decision  remained  no  longer  in  doubt,  though  it  could  not 
be  formally  announced  till  after  the  election  of  its  convention. 
It  was  taken  in  the  presence  of  extreme  danger,  against  which 
they  knew  that  no  adequate  preparations  could  be  made. 
Bands  of  savages  hovered  on  the  inland  frontier  of  the  prov- 
ince ;  the  army  of  Canada  was  flying  before  disease  and  want 
and  a  vastly  superior  force ;  an  irresistible  fleet  was  approaching 
the  harbor  of  its  chief  city ;  and  a  veteran  army,  computed  by 
no  one  at  less  than  thirty  thousand  men,  was  almost  in  sight. 
Little  had  been  done  by  congress  to  re-enforce  Washington 
except  to  pass  votes  ordering  out  large  numbers  of  militia  from 
Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  New  York,  and  New  Jersey,  and 
still  again  more  militia  under  the  name  of  the  flying  camps  of 
Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  and  Maryland;  and  none  of  these 
were  to  be  engaged  beyond  December.  Congress  had  not  yet 
authorized  the  employment  of  men  for  three  years  or  for  the 
war ;  nor  did  it  do  so  till  near  the  end  of  June,  when  it  was 
too  late  for  success  in  enlistments;  the  feeble  army  then 
under  "Washington's  command  was,  by  the  conditions  of  its  ex- 
istence, to  melt  away  in  the  autumn  and  coming  winter. 

Moreover,  Tryon,  ever  unscrupulous  and  indefatigable,  from 
on  board  the  Duchess  of  Gordon,  secretly  sought  through  the 
royalist  mayor  of  the  city  of  New  York  and  others  to  prepare 
a  body  of  conspirators,  who  should  raise  an  insurrection  in  aid 
of  Howe  on  his  arrival,  blow  up  the  American  magazines,  gain 
possession  of  the  guns,  and  seize  Washington  and  his  princi- 
pal officers.  Some  of  the  inferior  agents  were  suspected  of 
having  intended  to  procure  "Washington's  death.  There  were 
full  proofs  that  the  plan  against  his  army  was  prosecuted  with 
the  utmost  diligence  ;  but  it  was  discovered  before  it  was  ma- 
tured. It  is  certain  tliat  two  or  three  of  his  own  guard  were 
partners  in  the  scheme  of  treachery ;  and  one  of  them,  after 
conviction  before  a  court-martial,  was  hanged.    It  was  the  first 
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military  execution  of  the  revohitinn      Ti,-    i- 

gcr  f,.o.  Mdden  foes  made^rX  I  I  c3  tf  t" 

commander-in-chief.  conuact  of  the 

images  of  false  fror1«      P.  -TJ       ^^^  ^"^"^  P^^^es  all 

uniLi4  if  irCe  frovXto"  pS'  'H'^  ""  "*  '*= 

-successor  of  Jonathan  EdwarrDavi!  an ,  F   ',      '"'°''""  *■"* 

of  its  college     A  comWw    7?'  °^     "'''^'  "*  P«»'Ment 

pHiosop,/of  tht  rj:sL:Ltrd;rA:\""™^ 

county  to  talvo  riorf  i^         i  •       ,."'^"  tieputea  by  feomerset 
stn.ctC°:ft  cf^S'g"  e*'  ""'  "^^  *''^»™^  *°  '"^  - 

tion  of  independence  •  and  Wl     /  T    '      .    ''^'  *^'  ^^"^- 
Rfitnfi^r,      rf,,  '  ^^^'  ■^'^^^Vj  to  form  and  establish  a  con 

proclamation,  callS  a  m  2^0,  T  ^"^T^""'  ""^  '""^'  ^ 
t>ventieth  of  June     1^0!;  1-       ^'°!'^  "''"""y  ^°'-  '^^^ 

under  guard  till  he  could  be  mnoved^^to  003^^     On  I 
twenty-second  it  was  resolved,  by  a  vote  of  «?,?  • 

XiirfT  :r "'  "^  ^-^  *  tx  tiir 

the  c^ttoe: ta  tnl^'^C^^^^^  -commendation  of 

independence  wer^ZVed  Z^Z^J^^^j  '^^  ^"^ ,'" 

S^S;tSL^~^BSbot: 

1     J- W.15  TO  r,;jiam  ten  and  inviolable.  Its 
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principles  were :  a  legislative  power  intrusted  to  two  separate 
Louses;  a  governor  annually  cliosen  by  the  legislature,  and 
possessing  a  casting  vote  in  one  brancli  of  the  legislature ; 
judges  to  be  appointed  by  the  legislature  for  seven  years  and 
for  five  years ;  the  elective  franchise  to  be  exercised  by  all  in- 
habitants of  full  age  who  had  been  residents  for  twelve  months 
and  possessed  fifty  pounds  proclamation  money.  No  Protestant 
could  be  denied  any  rights  or  franchises  on  account  of  his  re- 
ligious principles ;  and  to  every  person  within  the  colony  were 
guaranteed  the  right  to  worship  God  according  to  the  dictates 
of  his  own  conscience,  and  an  immunity  from  all  tithes  or 
church  rates,  except  in  conformity  to  his  own  engagements. 

On  the  eighteenth  of  June  the  committees  of  Philadelphia 
and  of  the  several  counties  of  Pennsylvania  met  at  Carpenters' 
Hall  in  a  provincial  conference.  Their  duty  was  imperative, 
and  yet  necessarily  the  occasion  of  a  bitter  domestic  feud. 
The  old  proprietary  government,  in  an  existence  of  more  than 
ninety  years,  had  won  the  admiration  of  the  wise  throughout 
the  world  by  its  respect  for  religious  and  civil  liberty,  had 
kept  itself  free  from  the  suspicion  of  having  instigated  or  ap- 
proved the  obnoxious  measures  of  the  British  ministry,  and 
had  maintained  the  attitude  of  a  mediator  between  parliament 
and  America.  When  the  obstinacy  of  the  king  left  no  room 
for  reconciliation,  it  came  naturally  to  its  end.  Such  of  tho 
members  of  the  assembly  as  remained  in  their  places  confessed 
in  a  formal  vote  their  "  despair"  of  again  bringing  together  a 
quorum ;  and  when,  according  to  the  charter,  they  could  only 
have  kept  tlieir  body  alive  by  adjourning  from  day  to  day, 
they  made  an  illegal  adjournment  to  a  day  nearly  two  months 
later  than  that  appointed  for  the  vote  of  congress  on  indepen- 
dence, leaving  measures  of  defence  unattended  to.  The  ad- 
journment was  an  abdication ;  and  the  people  prepared  prompt- 
ly and  somewhat  roughly  to  supersede  the  expiring  system. 
Nor  were  the  proposed  changes  restricted  only  to  forms :  a 
fierce  demand  broke  out  for  an  immediate  extension  of  tho 
right  of  suffrage  to  those  "  whom,''  it  was  held,  "  the  resolve 
of  congress  had  now  rendered  electors." 

The  provincial  conferei  '  was  composed  of  men  who  had 
hitherto  not  been  concerned  in  the  government.     Thomas 
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Mackean  was  cliosen  its  president.     On  the  nineteenth,  one 
hundred  and  four  members  being  present,  the  resolution  of 
congress  of  the  f^leenth  of  May  was  read  twice,  and  unani- 
mously approved;    the  present  government   of  the  colony 
was  condeameu  as  incompetent,  and  a  new  one  was  ordered 
to  be  formed  on  the  authority  of  the  people  only.     Every 
other  colony  had  shunned  the  mixture  of  questions  of  intemd 
reform  witli  the  question  of  the  relation  to  Great  Britam ;  but 
here  a  petition  was  read  from  Germans,  praying  that  all  asso- 
^     ciators  who  were  taxable  might  vote.     In  the  election  to  the 
assr-mbly,  the  possession  of  fifty  pounds  proclamation  money 
had  been  required  as  the  qualification  of  a  voter  both  in  the 
city  under  its  charter  and  in  the  counties,  and  the  foreign  bom 
must  further  have  been  naturalized  under  a  law  which  required 
an  oath  of  allo;,n-ance  to  the  British  king;  the  conference  re- 
viving the  Simple  provision  of  "the  Great  Law"  of  December 
1082  endowed  every  tax-payer  with  the  right  to  vote  for  mem- 
bers of  thP,  constituent  convention.     No  more  did  poverty  or 
place  of  birth  disfranchise  free  citizens  in  Pennsylvaxiia. 
^      While  m  this  manner  the  divisions  arising  from  differences 
m  national  origm  and  in  wealth  were  thrown  down,  the  confer- 
ence at  the  mstance  of  Christopher  Marshall  who  had  been 
educated  among  the  Friends  and  had  left  the  society  because 
he  held  1  right  to  draw  the  sword  in  defence  of  civil  liberty, 
resolved  that  the  members  elected  to  the  convention  should  be 
required  to  declare  their  faith  in  God  the  Father,  Christ  his 
eternal  Son,  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  the  divine  inspiration  of  the 
Scriptures.  _  The  pure-minded  mystic  did  not  perceive  that  he 
was  justifying  an  inquisition  by  the  civil  authority  into  the 
free  action  of  the  soul,  and  a  punishment  for  departing  in 
belief  from  the  established  faith  of  the  state. 

It  had  not  been  the  intention  of  the  conference  to  perform 
administrative  acts;  yet,  to  repair  the  grievous  neglect  of  the 
assembly,  they  ordered  a  flying  camp  of  six  thousand  men  to 
be  called  out,  m  conformity  to  the  vote  of  the  continental  con- 

One  thing  more  remained :  on  the  afternoon  of  the  twenty- 
fourth,  on  the  report  of  a  committee  composed  of  Mackean, 
Benjamin  Rush  of  Philadelphia,  and  James  Smith  of  York 
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county,  the  members  of  the  conference,  giving  their  voices  one 
by  one  with  unanimity,  pronounced  in  behalf  of  themselves 
and  their  constituents  their  willingness  to  concur  in  a  vote  of 
congress  declaring  the  united  colonies  to  be  free  and  indepen- 
dent states;  and  an  authenticated  copy  of  the  vote  was,  by 
Mackean,  their  president,  delivered  directly  to  congress. 

"Wiser  were  the  people  of  Maryland,  for  they  acted  with 
moderation  and  unanimity,  from  a  sense  of  right,  and  from 
sympathy  with  their  sister  colonies.  In  May  and  the  early 
part  of  June  the  people,  in  county  meetings,  renounced  the 
hope  of  reconciliation ;  listening  to  their  voices,  the  committee 
of  safety  called  a  convention ;  and  that  body,  assembling  on 
the  twenty-first  of  June,  placed  itself  in  the  closest  relations 
with  its  constituents.  On  the  request  of  any  one  delegate,  the 
yeas  and  nays  might  be  taken  and  entered  in  its  journal ;  its 
debates  and  proceedings  were  public.  Its  measures  for  calling 
militia  into  active  service  were  prompt  and  efficient.  On  the 
afteraoon  of  the  day  on  which  Moultrie  repelled  the  British 
squadron  from  Charleston  it  concurred  with  Virginia  on  the 
subject  of  independence,  a  confederation,  treaties  with  foreign 
powers,  and  the  reservation  of  the  internal  government  of  each 
colony  to  its  own  people  ;  and  five  days  later,  while  the  conti- 
nental conjrress  was  still  considerino:  the  form  of  ite  declaration 
of  independence,  it  directed  the  election  of  a  new  convention, 
to  create  a  government  by  the  sole  authority  of  its  people. 
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CHAPTEE  XXYin. 

THE    EESOLUTION  AND  THE  DECLAEATION   OF   mDEPENDENCE. 

From  the  First  to  the  Foukth  of  July  177G. 

On  the  morning  of  the  first  of  July,  the  day  set  apart  for 
considering  the  resolution  of  independence,  John  Adams,  con- 
fident as  if  the  vote  had  been  taken,  invoked  the  blessing  of 
heaven  to  make  the  new-born  republic  more  glorious  than  any 
which  had  gone  before.    His  heart  melted  with  sorrow  at  the 
Bufferings  of  the  army  that  had  been  in  Canada ;  he  knew  that 
England,  having  recovered  that  province,   commanded  the 
upper  lakes  and  the  Mississippi ;  that  she  had  a  free  communi- 
cation with.  aU  the  tribes  of  Indi^n^.alcgigjhe  western  |j;on- 
tiers;,  and  would  induce  them  by  bjloo^slifid^ncrSre  "to  driveln 
the  inhabitants  upon  the  miMe.settjement^lt"nrme  wHen 
the  coasts  might  be  ravaged  by  the'JaSiisii  navy'and  a  sifigTe" 
day  might  bring  the  amy  before  New  York.   '  In^epiiiaence 
could  be  obtained  only  by  a  great  expense  of  life;  but  the 
greater  the  danger,  the  stronger  was  his  detennination,  for  he 
held  that  a  free  constitution  of  civil  government  could  not  be 
purchased  at  too  dear  a  rate.    He  called  to  mind  the  fixed  rule 
of  the  Eomans,  never  to  send  or  receive  ambassadors  to  treat 
of  peace  with  their  enemies  while  their  affairs  were  in  a  disas- 
trous situation;  and  he  was  cheered  by  the  beHef  that  his 
countrymen  were  of  the  same  temper  and  principle. 

At  the  appointed  hour,  the  members,  probably  on  that  day 
J^HL-B.^?iber,  appcM-ed  in  their  places;  among  them,  the 
delegates  lately  chosen  in  New  Jersey.  The  great  occasion 
had  brought  forth  superior  statesmen — men  who  joined  mod- 
eration to  energy.     After  they  had  all  r>assed  awav  their  lon- 
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gevity  was  remarked  as  a  proof  of  their  calm  and  temperate 
nature ;  full  two  thirds  of  the  New  England  representatives 
lived  beyond  seventy  years — some  of  them  to  be  eighty  or 
ninety.     Every  colony  was  found  to  be  represented,  and  tjae 
4§l<g;ate8  of  alll)iit  one  had  received  full  power  of  action. 
Oomprelieu.sive  instructions,  reaching  the  question  of  indepen- 
dence without  explicitly  using  the  word,  had  been  given  by 
Massachusetts  in  January,  by  Georgia  on  the  fifth  of  February, 
by  South  Carolina  in  March.    North  Carolina,  in  the  words 
of  Cornelius  Harnett,  on  the  twelfth  of  April,  led  the  way  in 
expressly  directuig  its  representatives  in  congress  to  concur  in 
a  declaration  of  independence.     On  the  first  of  May,  Massa- 
chusetts expunged  the  regal  style  from  all  public  proceedings, 
and  substituted  the  name  of  her  "  government  and  people ; " 
on  the  fourth,  Rhode  Island  more  explicitly  renounced  allegi- 
ance, and  made  its  delegates  the  representatives  of  an  indepen- 
dent republic;   Virginia  on  the  fifteenth,  the  very  day  on 
which  John  Adams  in  congress  carried  his  measure  for  insti- 
tuting governments  by  the  sole  authority  of  the  people,  or- 
dered her  delegates  at  Philadelphia  to  propose  independence, 
and  by  a  circular  letter  communicated  her  resolve  to  all  her 
sister  colcaies.     The  movement  of  Yirginia  was  seconded  al- 
most in  her  words  by  Connecticut  on  the  fourteenth  of  June, 
New  Hampshire  on  the  fifteenth.  New  Jersey  on  the  twenty- 
first,  the  conference  of  committees  of  Pennsylvania  on  the 
twenty-fourth,  Maryland  on  the  twenty-eighth.     Delaware  on 
the  twenty-second  of  March  had  still  hoped  for  conciliation ; 
but  on  the  fifteenth  of  June  she  instructed  her  delegates  to 
concur  in  forming  further  compacts  between  the  united  colo- 
nics, concluding  treaties  with  foreign  powers,  and  adopting 
such  other  measures  as  should  be  deemed  necessary  for  pro- 
moting the  liberty,  safety,  and  interests  of  America.    The  vote 
of  the  eleventh  of  June  showed  the  purpose  of  New  York  ; 
but,  under  the  accumulation  of  clangers,  her  statesmen  M'aited 
a  few  days  longer,  that  her  voice  for  independence  might  have 
the  direct  authority  of  her  people. 

The  business  of  the  day  began  with  reading  various  letters, 
among  others  one  from  Washington,  who  returned  the  whole 
nimiber  of  his  men,  present  and  fit  for  duty,  including  the  one 
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regiment  of  artillery,  at  seven  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
hfty-four.  Of  near  fourteen  hundred,  the  firelocks  were  bad  • 
more  tlian  eight  hundred  had  none  at  aU  ;  three  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twenty-seven,  more  than  half  the  whole  number 
of  mfantry,  had  no  bayonets.  Of  the  militia  who  had  been 
called  for,  only  about  a  thousand  had  joined  the  camp.  With 
this  force  the  general  was  to  defend  extensive  lines  against  an 
army,  near  at  hand,  of  thirty  thousand  veterans.  An  express 
from  Lee  made  known  that  lifty-three  ships,  with  Clinton,  had 
arrived  before  Charleston,  of  which  the  safety  was  involved  in 
doubt. 

A  more  cheering  letter,  which  Chase  had  forwarded  by  ex- 
press from  Annapolis,  brought  the  first  news  of  the  unanimity 
of  the  Maryland  convention,  whoso  vote  for  mdependence  was 
produced  and  read. 

^     The  order  of  the  day  came  next,  and  congress  resolved 
Itself  "into  a  committee  of  the  whole  to  take  into  considera- 
tion the  resolution  respecting  independency."     For  a  few  min- 
utes, silence  prevailed.     In  the  absence  of  the  mover  of-  the- 
resolution,  the  eyes  of  every  one  turned  toward  its  seconder, 
John  Adams;  and  the  new  members  from  New  Jersey  re- 
quested that  the  arguments  used  in  former  debates  might  ba 
recapitulated.    He  had  made  no  preparation  for  that  morning  ;• 
but  for  many  months  independence  had  been  the  chief  object 
of  his  thoughts  and  his  discourse,  and  the  strongest  arguments 
ranged  themselves  before  his  mind  in  their  natural  order.     Of 
his  sudden,  impetuous,  unpremeditated  speech,  no  minutes  ever- 
existed,  and  no  report  was  made.     It  is  only  remembered  that 
he  set  forth  the  justice  and  the  necessity,  the  seasonablenes^ 
and  the  advantages  of  a  separation  from  Great  Britain  •  he 
dwelt  on  the  neglect  and  insult  with  which  their  petitions 'had' 
been  treated  by  the  king;  and  on  the  vindictive  spirit  mani- 
fested in  the  employment  of  German  troops  whose  arrival  was 
hourly  expected.     He  concluded  by  urging  the  present  time  as, 
the  most  suitable  for  resolving  on  independence,  inasmuch  as. 
It  had  become  the  fir^t  wish  and  the  last  instruction  of  the- 
communities  they  represented. 

^     Dickinson  of  Pennsylvania  rose,  not  so  much  to  reply  as  to- 
justify  himself  before  congress.    He  took  pride  in  being  tho> 
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ardent  tussortor  of  froedoin,  was  conscious  tliat  his  writinj^  had 
won  him  a  great  name,  and  liad  prepared  liiinself  with  the  ut- 
nioBt  caro  to  vindicate  his  opinions,  which  he  Avould  have  held 
it  guilt  to  suppress.     These  were  his  words : 

**  I  vahic  tlio  lovo  of  my  country  as  I  ought,  hut  T  vahio 
my  country  more.  Tho  fii-st  campaign  will  l)o  doclsivo  of  the 
controversy.  Tho  declaration  will  not  strengthen  us  hy  ono 
man  or  hy  tho  least  supply,  while  it  may  expose  our  soldiers 
to  additional  crieltiog  and  outrages.  Without  some  prolusory 
trials  of  our  strength,  wo  ought  not  to  commit  our  country 
upon  an  alternative,  vhcro  to  recede  would  bo  infamy  and  to 
persist  might  bo  destniction. 

"  No  instance  is  recollected  of  a  people,  without  a  battle 
fought  or  an  ally  gained,  abrogating  forever  their  connection 
with  a  warlike  commercial  empire.  It  might  unite  tho  differ- 
ent parties  in  Great  Britain  against  us,  and  it  might  create  dis- 
union among  ourselves. 

"  It  is  singularly  disrespectful  to  Franco  to  make  tho  decla- 
ration before  her  eenso  is  known,  as  wo  have  sent  an  agent 
expressly  to  in(piire  whether  such  a  declaration  would  be  ac- 
ceptable to  her,  and  we  have  reason  to  believe  he  is  now  arrived 
at  tho  court  of  Versailles.  The  door  to  accommodation  with 
Great  Britain  ought  not  to  be  shut,  until  wo  know  what  terms 
can  be  obtained  from  some  competent  power.  Tims  to  break 
with  her  before  we  have  compacted  with  another  is  to  make 
experiments  on  the  lives  and  liberties  of  my  countrymen.  "VVe 
ought  to  infonn  that  power  that  wo  are  determined  to  declare 
ourselves  independent,  and  to  support  that  declaration  with 
our  lives  and  fortunes,  provided  tliat  power  will  ap]>rove  the 
proceeding,  acknowledge  our  independence,  and  enter  into  a 
treaty  with  us  iipon  equitable  and  advantageous  conditions. 

"  The  fonnation  of  our  governments  and  an  agreement 
upon  the  terms  of  our  confederation  ought  to  precede  the  as- 
sumption of  our  station  among  sovereigns.  A  sovereignty 
composed  of  several  distinct  bodies  of  men,  not  subject  to 
established  constitutions  and  not  combined  together  by  con- 
firmed articles  of  union,  is  such  a  sovereignty  as  has  never 
appeared.  These  particulars  wo\ild  not  be  unobserved  by  for- 
eign kingdoms  and  states,  and  they  will  wait  for  other  proofs 
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of  political  energy  before  they  will  treat  us  with  the  desired 
attention. 

"With  roHpect  to  oiii-HflvcH,  the  cunHideration  ia  still  more 
Hcrious.  The  funning  of  our  governments  in  a  new  and  diffi- 
cu^(  work.  "When  this  k  done  and  tiio  jieoplo  perceive  that 
thy  nd  their  ])OHterity  are  to  live  under  well-regulated  con- 
s.itnlMnfc,  they  will  bo  encouraged  to  look  forward  to  indo- 
pei.uunco  aa  cotnpiotiiig  the  nol>le  system  of  their  political 
]i.  ,>l)wics8.  The  objoctH  nearest  to  them  are  now  enveloped  in 
clouds  and  those  more  distant  appear  confused;  the  i-elatiou 
one  citizen  is  to  bear  to  another,  and  the  connection  one  state 
IS  to  have  with  anotlier,  they  do  not,  cannot,  know. 

"  The  confederation  ought  to  be  settled  before  the  declara- 
tion of  independence.     Foreigners  will  think  it  most  regidjir; 
the  weaker  states  will  not  be  in  so  much  danger  of  having  dis- 
advantageous terms  imposed  ui)on  them  by  the  stronger.     If 
the  declaration  is  first  made,  political  necessities  may  urge  on 
the  acceptance  of  conditions  highly  disagreeable  to  parts  of  the 
union.     The  present  comparative  circumstances  of  the  colonies 
are  now  tolerably  well  understood ;  but  some  have  very  ex- 
traordinary claims  to  territory,  that,  if  admitted,  as  they  might 
be  in  a  future  confederatioL,  the  terms  of  it  not  being  yet  ad- 
justed, all  idea  of  the  present  comparison  between  them  would 
b(3  confounded.     Those  ^^'hoso  boundaries  are  acknowledged 
would  sink  in  proportion  to  the  elevation  of  their  neighbors. 
-Besides;  unlocated  lands,  not  comprehended  within  acknowl- 
edged  boundaries,  are  deemed  a  fund  sufficient  to  defray  a  vast 
part,  if  not  the  whole,  of  the  expenses  of  the  war.     These 
ought  to  be  considered  as  the  property  of  aU,  acciuired  by  the 
arms  of  all.     The  boundaries  of  the  colonies  ought  to  be  fixed 
before  the  declaration,  and  their  respective  rights  mutually 
guaranteed;  and  unlocated  lands  ought,  previous  to  that  decla. 
ration,  to  be  solemnly  appropriated  to  the  benefit  of  all ;  for  it 
may  be  extremely  difficult,  if  not  impracticable,  to  obtain  these 
decisions  afterward.     When  things  shall  be  thus  deliberately 
rendered  finn  at  home  and  favorable  abroad,  then  let  America, 
bearing  up  her  glory  and  the  destiny  of  her  children,  advance 
with  majestic  steps  and  assume  her  station  among  the  sov- 
ereigns of  the  worid." 
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Wilson  of  Pennsylvania  could  no  longer  agree  with  his  col- 
league. He  had  at  an  early  day  foreseen  independence  as  the 
probable  though  not  the  intended  result  of  the  contest ;  he  had 
uniformly  declared  in  his  place  that  he  never  would  vote  for  it 
contrary  to  his  instructions,  nay,  that  he  regarded  it  as  some- 
thing more  than  presumption  to  take  a  step  of  such  importance 
without,  express  instructions  and  authority.  "  For,"  asked  he 
"ought  this  act  to  be  the  act  of  four  or  five  individuals,  or 
should  it  be  the  act  of  the  people  of  Pennsylvania?"  But 
now  that  their  authority  was  communicated  by  the  conference 
of  committees,  he  stood  on  very  different  ground. 

Before  the  end  of  the  debate  rose  Witherspoon  of  TSTew 
Jersey.     In  a  short  speech  he  remarked  that  though  he  had 
not  heard  all  the  discussions  in  that  body,  yet  he  had  not 
wanted  ample  sources  of  information;  and  that,  in  his  judg- 
ment, the  country  was  not  only  ripe  for  independence,  but  was 
in  danger  of  becoming  rotten  for  want  of  it,  if  its  declaration 
were  longer  delayed.     Others  spoke;  among  them  probably 
Paca  of  Maryland,  Mackean  of  Delaware,  and,  undoubtedly, 
Edward  Eutledge  of  South  Carolina ;  but  no  authentic  record 
of  their  remarlcs  has  been  preserved.     Richard  Henry  Lee  and 
Wythe  were  both  on  that  day  at  the  Virginia  convention  in 
WilKamsburg.     Before  the  vote  was  taken,  the  delegates  from 
New  York  read  to  the  committee  a  letter  which  they  had 
received  from  the  provincial  congress,  explaining  why  their 
formal  concurrence  must,  for  a  few  days  longer,  be  withheld. 
The  resolution  for  independence  was  then  sustained  by  nine 
colonies,  two  thirds  of  the  whole  number ;  the  vote  of  South 
Carolina,  unanimously  it  would  seem,  was  in  the  negative ;  so 
was  that  of  Pennsylvania,  by  the  vote  of  Dickinson,  Morris, 
Humphreys,  and  Willing,  against  FrankHn,  Morton,  and  Wil- 
son ;  owing  to  the  absence  of  Eodney,  Delaware  was  divided, 
each  member  voting  under  the  new  instruction  according  to 
his  former  known  opinion,  Mackean  for  independence  and 
Read  against  it. 

The  committee  rose,  and  Harrison  reported  the  resolution  ; 
but,  at  the  request  of  Edward  Rutledge,  on  behalf  of  South 
Carolina,  the  determination  upon  it  was  put  off  till  the  next 
day. 
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A  letter  from  "Washington,  of  the  twentj-ninth  of  June/ 
was  then  read,  from  which  it  appeared  that  Howe  and  forty! 
five  ships  or  more,  laden  with  troops,  had  arrived  at  SandJ 
Hook,  and  that  the  whole  fleet  was  expected  in  a  day  or  two\ 
"  I  am  hopeful,"  wrote  the  general,  « that  I  shall  get  some  re- ) 
enforcements  before  they  are  prepared  to  attack ;  be  that  as  it 
may,  I  shall  make  the  best  disposition  I  can  of  our  troops." 
Not  all  who  were  round  him  had  firmness  like  his  own ;  Eeed, 
the  new  adjutant-general,  quailed  before  the  inequality  of  the 
British  and  American  force,  saying:  "Had  I  kno^Ti  the  true 
posture  of  affairs,  no  consideration  would  have  tempted  me  to 
have  taken  an  active  part  in  this  scene."    No  one  knew  better 
than  the  commander-in-chief    the   exceedingly  discouraging 
aspect  of  military  affairs  ;  but  his  serene  and  unfaltering  cour- 
age m  this  hour  was  a  support  to  congress.    His  letter  was 
referred  to  the  board  of  war  which  they  had  recently  estab- 
lished,  and  of  which  John  Adams  was  the  president. 

On  the  second  day  of  July  there  were  present  in  congress 
probably  forty-nine  members.  Eodney  had  arrived  from  Dela- 
ware, and,  joining  Mackean,  secured  that  colony.  Dickinson 
and  Morris  stayed  away,  which  enabled  FrankHn,  Wilson,  and 
Morton  of  Pennsylvania,  to  outvote  Willing  and  Humphreys. 
The  South  Carolina  members,  still  uncertain  if  Charleston  had 
not  fallen,  for  the  sake  of  unanimity,  came  round ;  so,  though 
New  York  was  still  unable  to  vote,  twelve  colonies,  with  no 
dissenting  one,  resolved :  "That  these  united  colonies  are,  and 
of  nght  ought  to  be,  free  and  independent  states;  tliat  they 
are  a])soived  from  all  allegiance  to  the  British  crown,  and  that 
all  political  connection  between  them  and  the  state  of  Great 
Britain  is,  and  ought  to  be,  totally  dissolved." 

At  the  end  of  this  great  day  the  mind  of  John  Adams 
heaved  like  the  ocean  after  a  storm.  "The  greatest  ques- 
tion,"^ he  wrote,  "was  decided  which  ever  was  debated  in 
America,  and  a  greater,  perhaps,  never  was  nor  will  be  de- 
cided among  men.  Wlien  I  look  back  to  17G1,  and  run 
through  the  series  of  political  events,  the  chain  of  causes  and 
effects,  I  am  surprised  at  the  suddenness  as  well  as  greatness 
of  this  revolution.  Britain  has  been  filled  with  folly,  and 
America  with  wisdom.    It  is  the  will  of  heaven  that  the  two 
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countries  should  be  sundered  forever ;  it  may  be  the  will  of 
heaven  that  America  shall  suffer  calamities  still  more  v/asting 
and  distresses  yet  more  dreadful.  If  this  is  to  be  the  case,  the 
furnace  of  affliction  produces  refinement  in  states  as  well  as 
individuals ;  but  I  submit  all  my  hopes  and  fears  to  an  over- 
ruling Providence,  in  which,  unfashionable  as  the  faith  may 
be,  I  firmly  believe. 

"Had  a  declaration  of  independence  been  made  seven 
months  ago,  we  might  before  this  hour  have  foi-med  alliances 
with  foreign  states;  we  should  have  mastered  Quebec,  and 
been  in  possession  of  Canada ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  the  delay 
has  many  great  advantages  attending  it.  The  hopes  of  recon- 
ciliation which  were  fondly  entertained  by  multitudes  of  the 
honest  and  well-meaning,  though  weak  and  mistaken,  have 
been  gradually  and  at  last  totally  extinguished.  Time  has  been 
given  for  the  whole  people  maturely  to  consider  tlie  great 
question  of  independence,  so  that  in  every  colony  of  the  thir- 
teen they  have  now  adopted  it  as  their  own  act. 

^  "But  the  day  is  passed.  The  second  day  of  July  1776 
will  be  the  most  memorable  epocha  in  the  history  of  ximerica; 
to  be  celebrated  by  succeeding  generations  as  the  great  anni- 
versary festival,  commemorated  as  the  day  of  deliverance,  by 
solemn  acts  of  devotion  to  God  Almighty,  from  one  end  of  the 
continent  to  the  other,  from  this  time  forward  forevermore. 

"  You  will  think  me  transported  with  enthusiasm,  but  I  am 
not.^  I  am  well  aware  of  the  toil  and  blood  and  treasure  that 
it  will  cost  us  to  maintain  this  declaration,  and  support  and 
defend  these  states;  yet,  through  all  the  gloom,  I  can  see  the 
rays  of  light  and  glory ;  tliat  the  end  is  worth  all  the  means ; 
that  posterity  \d\l  triumpli  in  that  day's  transaction,  even 
though  we  should  me  it,  which  I  trust  in  God  we  shall  not." 

The  resolution  of  congress  changed  the  old  thirteen  British 
colonies  into  free  and  independent  states.  It  remained  to  set 
forth  the  reason  for  this  act,  and  the  principles  which  the  new 
people  would  o-vn  as  their  guides.  Of  the  committee  ap- 
pointed for  that  duty,  Thomas  Jefferson  of  Virginia  had  re- 
ceived tlio  largest  number  of  votes,  and  -.-as  in  that  manner 
singled  out  to  draft  the  confession  of  faith  of  the  rising  empire, 
lie  owed  tliia  distinction  to  respect  for  the  colony  which  he 
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represented,  to  the  consummate  ability  of  the  state  papers 
which  he  had  already  written,  and  to  that  general  favor  IS 
follows  merit,  modesty,  and  a  sweet  disposition ;  but  the  qual- 
1  y  wluch  specially  fitted  him  for  the  task  was  the  sympathetic 
character  of  his  nature,  by  which  he  was  able  with  instinctive 
perception  to  read  the  soul  of  the  nation,  and,  having  cDllected 
Its  best  ttioughts  and  noblest  feelings,  to  give  them  out  in  clear 
and  bola  words,  mixed  with  ,0  little  of  himself  that  his  coun- 
try, as_  It  went  along  with  him,  found  nothing  but  what  it 
recognised  as  its  own.    Born  to  an  independent  fortune,  he 
had  from  his  youth  been  an  indefatigable  student.    "  The  glow 
of  onewann  thought  was  worth  more  to  him  than  money." 
Uf  a  hopeful  temperament  and  a  tranquil,  philosophic  cast  of 
mmd,  always  temperate  in  his  mode  of  life  and  decorous  in 
his  manners,  he  was  a  perfect  master  of  his  passions.     He  was 
01  a  delicate  organization,  and  fond  of  elegance:   his  tastes 
were  refilled;  laborious  in  his  application  t'o  business  or  the 
pur  uit  of  knowledge,  music,  the  most  spiritual  of  all  pleasures 
of  the  senses  was  his  favorite  recreation ;  and  he  took  a  never- 
faihng  delight  in  the  varied  beauty  of  rural  life,  building  him- 
self a  home  in  the  loveliest  region  of  his  native  state      He 
was  a  skilful  horseman,  and  with  elastic  step  would  roam  the 
mountains  on  foot.     The  range  of  his  studies  was  very  wide' 
he  was  not  unfamiliar  with  the  literature  of  Greece  and  Eome ' 
had  an  aptitude  for  mathematics  and  mechanics,  and  loved 
especially  the  natural  sciences;  scorning  nothing  but  meta- 
physics.     British  governors  and  officials  had  introduced  into 
Williamsburg  the  prevalent  free-thinking  of  Englishmen  of 
hat  century,  and  Jefferson  had  grown  up  in  its  atmosphere; 
he  was  no    only  a  hater  of  priestcraft  and  superstition  and 
bigotry  and  intolerance,  he  was  thought  to  be  indifferent  to 
religion;  ye    his  instincts  all  mclined  him  to  trace  every  fact 
to  a  general  law,  and  to  put  faith  in  ideal  truth;  the  world  of 
he  senses  did  not  bound  his  aspirations,  and  he  believed  more 
than  he  himself  was  aware  of.    He  was  an  idealist  in  his  habits 
of  thought  and  life,  and  he  was  kept  so,  in  spite  of  circum- 
stances, by  the  irresistible  bent  of  his  character.    He  had  great 
power  in  mastering  details  as  well  as  in  searching  for  general 
principles.     His  profession  was  that  of  the  la..^n  which  he 
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was  methodical,  painstaking,  and  successful ;  at  the  same  time 
he  pursued  it  as  a  science,  and  was  well  read  in  the  law  of 
nature  and  of  nations.     Whatever  he  had  to  do,  it  was  his 
custom  to  prepare  himself  for  it  carefully ;  and  in  public  life, 
when  others  were  at  fault,  they  often  found  that  he  had  already 
hewed  out  the  way ;  so  that  in  council  men  willingly  gave  him 
the  lead,  which  he  never  appeared  to  claim,  and  was  always 
a,ble  to  undertake.     But  he  rarely  spoke  in  public,  and  was  less 
fit  to  engage  in  the  war  of  debate  than  calmly  to  sum  up  its 
conclusions.     It  was  a  beautiful  trait  in  his  character  that  he 
was  free  from  envy ;  he  is  the  constant  and  best  witness  to  the 
greatness  of  John  Adams  as  the  advocate  and  defender  of  in- 
dependence.   A  common  object  now  riveted  the  two  statesmen 
together.     At  that  period  Jeiferson,  by  the  genei-al  consent  of 
Virginia,  stood  first  among  her  civilians.     Just  thirty-three 
years  old,  married,  and  happy  in  his  family,  aftluent,  with  a 
bright  career  before  him,  he  was  no  rash  innovator  by  his  char- 
acter or  his  position  ;  if  his  convictions  drove  him  to  demand 
independence,  it  was  only  because  he  could  no  longer  live  with 
honor  under  the  British  "constitution,  which  he  still  acknowl- 
edged to  be  better  than  all  that  had  preceded  it."     His  enun- 
ciation   of    general  principles  avos  fearless,  but  he  was   no 
visionary  devotee  of  abstract  theories;   the  nursling  of  his 
country,  the  offspring  of  his  time,  he  set  about  the  work  of  a 
practical  statesman,  and  the  principles  which  he  set  forth  grew 
80  naturally  out  of  previous  law  and  the  facts  of  the  past  that 
they  struck  deep  root  and  have  endured. 

The  Dutch  manifesto  of  the  twenty-sixth  of  June  1581, 
renounced  Spanish  sovereignty  "according  to  the  rights  of 
nature."  "  Every  man  knows,"  it  said,  "  that  subjects  are  not 
created  by  God  for  princes,  but  princes  for  the  sake  of  their 
subjects.  ^  If  a  prince  endeavors  to  take  from  his  subjects  their 
old  liberties,  privileges,  and  customs,  he  must  be  considered  not 
as  a  prince,  but  as  a  tyrant ; "  adding,  "  and  another  prince 
may  of  riglit  be  chosen  in  his  place  as  the  head." 

From  the  fulness  of  his  own  mind,  without  consulting  one 
single  book,  yet  having  in  memory  the  example  of  the  Swiss 
and  the  manifesto  of  the  United  Provinces  of  the  Netherlands, 
Jefferson  drafted  the  declaration,  in  which,  after  citing  the 
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primal  principles  of  government,  he  presented  the  complaints 
of  the  Umted  States  against  England  in  the  three  claLs  of 
he  iniquitous  use  of  the  royal  prerogative,  the  usurpation  of 
egislative  power  over  America  by  the  king  in  parliament,  and 
the  measures  for  enforcing  the  acts  of  the  British  parliament 
lie  submit.ed  the  paper  separately  to  Franklin  and  to  John 
Adams  accepted  from  each  of  them  one  or  two  verbal,  imim- 
portant  corrections,  and  on  the  twenty-eighth  of  June  reported 
t  to  congress,  which,  on  the  second  of  July,  immediately  after 
adopting  the  resolution  of  independence,  entered  upon  its  con- 
sideration     During  the  remainder  of  that  day,  and  the  next 
two,  the  language,  the  statements,  and  the  principles  of  the 
paper  were  closely  scanned, 
ten^""  the  indictment  against  George  III.,  Jefferson  had  writ- 

«  He  has  waged  cruel  war  against  human  nature  itself,  ^-io- 

ot  a  listant  people  who  never  offended  him,  captivating  and 
carrying  them  into  slavery  in  another  hemispiiere,  or  to  Incur 
miserable  death  in  their  transportation  thither.  This  piratical 
war^e,_the  opprobrium  of  infidel  powers,  is  the  warfa^o 
the  Christian  king  of  Great  Britain.  Determined  to  keep 
open  a  market  where  men  should  be  bought  and  sold,  he  ha^ 
CTf  '''I'^T'''''  f-  -PP--"g  every  legislative  at- 

AnTV  .  r  '  ''  *'  '''''''''  *^"^  ^^^^r^We  commerce. 
And,  that  tins  assemblage  of  horrors  might  want  no  fact  of 
distinguished  dye,  he  is  now  exciting  those  very  people  to  rise 

deprived  them  by  murdering  the  people  on  whom  he  also  ob- 
truded them ;  thus  paying  off  former  crimes  committed  against 
the  liberties  of  one  people  with  crimes  which  he  urges  them  to 
commit  against  the  lives  of  another." 

These  words  expressed  precisely  what  had  happened  in 
Virginia;  she,  as  well  a^  other  colonies,  had  perseveringly  at- 
tempted to  repress  the  slave-trade;  the  king  had  perseveringly 
used  his  veto  to  protect  it;  the  governor,  clothed  with  the 
kings  authority,  had  invited  slaves  to  rise  against  their  mas-^ 
ers;  but  it  could  not  be  truly  said  that  all  the  colonies  had  '' 
been  always  without  blame  in  regard  to  the  commerce,  or  that 
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ia  America  it  Lad  been  exclusively  the  guilt  of  the  kino-  of 
Great  Britain ;  and  therefore  the  severe  strictures  on  the  use 
of  the  king's  negative,  so  Jefferson  wrote  for  the  guidance  of 
history,  "  were  disapproved  by  some  southern  gentlemen,  whose 
reilectionp.  were  not  yet  matured  'o  the  full  abhorrence  of  that 
traffic ;  and  the  offensive  expressions  were  immediately  yield- 
ed."    Congress  had  already  manifested  its  own  sentiments  by 
^     the  absolute  prohibition  of  the  slave-trade ;  and  that  prohibi  tion 
\    was  then  respected  in  every  one  of  the  thirteen  states,  includ- 
ing South  Carolina  and  Georgia.     This  is  the  occasion  when 
the  slave-trade  was  first  branded  as  a  piracy.     Many  statesmen, 
amon^j  them  Edmund  Pendleton,  president  of  the  Virginia  con- 
vention, always  regretted  that  the  passage  had  been  stricken  out ; 
and  the  earnestness  of  the  denunciation  lost  its  author  no  friends. 
All  other  changes  and  omissions  in  Jefferson's  paper  were 
either  insignificant  or  much  for  the  better,  rendering  its  lan- 
guage more  terse,  more  dispassionate,  and  more  exact ;  and^  in 
the  evening  of  the  fourth  day.  of  July,  New  York  still  abotain- 
ing  from  the  vote,  twelve  states,  witHout  one  negative,  agreed 
to  this  "Declaration  by  the  Eepresentatives  of  the  United 
States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled : 
^       "  When,  in  the  course  of  human  events,  it  becomes  neces- 
^  sary  for  one  people  to  dissolve  the  political  bands  which  have 
connected  them  with  another,  and  to  assume,  among  the  powers 
of  the  earth,  the  separate  and  equal  station  to  which  the  laws 
of  nature  and  of  nature's  God  entitle  them,  a  decent  respect  to 
the  opinions  of  mankind  requires  that  they  should  declare  the 
causes  which  impel  them  to  the  separation. 

"  We  hold  these  tmths  to  be  seK-evident,  that  all  men  are 
created  equal ;  that  they  are  endowed  by  their  Creator  with 
certain  unalienable  rights ;  that  among  these,  are  life,  liberty, 
and  the  pursuit  of  happiness.  That,  to  secure  these  rights,  gov- 
ernments are  instituted  among  men,  deriving  their  just  powers 
from  the  consent  of  the  governed ;  that,  whenever  any  form  of 
government  becomes  destructive  of  these  ends,  it  is  the  right 
of  the  people  to  alter  or  to  abohsh  it,  and  to  institute  a  new  gov- 
ei-nment,  laying  its  foundation  on  such  principles,  and  organiz- 
ing its  powers  in  such  form,  as  to  them  shall  seem  most  likely 
to  effect  their  safety  and  happiness.     Prudence,  indeed,  will 
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dictate  that  governments    long    established,   should    not  be 
changed  for  light  and  transient  causes ;  and,  accordingly  all 
experience  hath  shown,  that  mankind  are  more  disposed  to 
suifer  wlnle  evils  are  sufferable,  than  to  right  themselves  by 
abolishing  the  forms  to  which  they  are  accustomed.     But 
when  a  long  train  of  abuses  and  usuqmtions,  pursuing  invari! 
abxy  the  same  object,  evinces  a  design  to  reduce  them  under 
absolute  despotism,  it  is  their  right,  it  is  their  duty,  to  throw 
off  such  government,  and  to  provide  new  guards  for  their  fu- 
ture  security.     Such  ha.  been  the  patient  sufferance  of  these 
colonies,  and  such  is  now  the  necessity  which  constrains  them 
to  alter  their  former  systems  of  government.     The  history  of 
the  present  king  of  Great  Britain  is  a  history  of  repeated  iniu: 
nes  and  usurpations,  all  having,  in  direct  object,  the  establish- 
ment of  an  absolute  tyranny  over  these  states.     To  prove  this 
let  facts  be  submitted  to  a  candid  world  :  ' 

r)      "  He  has  refused  his  assent  to  laws  the  most  wholesome  and 
necessary  for  the  public  good. 

"  He  has  forbidden  his  governors  to  pass  laws  of  immediate 
and  pressing  importance,  unless  suspended  in  their  operation 
till  his  assent  should  be  obtained;  and,  when  so  suspended,  he 
has  utterly  neglected  to  attend  to  them. 

1  "  He  has  refused  to  pass  other  laws  for  the  accommodation 
of  large  districts  of  people,  unless  those  people  would  relin- 
quish  the  right  of  representation  in  the  legislature;  a  right  in- 
estimable to  them,  and  formidable  to  tyrants  only. 

"  He  has  called  together  legislative  bodies  at  places  unusual, 
uncomfortable,  and  distant  from  the  depository  of  their  public 
records,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  fatiguing  them  into  compliance 
with  his  measures. 

•  "  He  has  dissolved  representative  houses  repeatedly  for  od- 
posmg,  with  manly  firmness,  his  invasions  on  the  rights  of  the 
people.  ° 

'  "He  has  refused  for  a  long  time  after  such  dissolutions  to 
cause  others  to  be  elected ;  whereby  the  legislative  powers,  in- 
capable of  annihilation,  have  returned  to  the  people  at  large 
for  their  exercise;  the  State  remaining,  in  the  mean  time,  ex- 
posed to  aU  the  dangers  of  invasion  from  without,  and  convul- 
sions within. 
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/  "He  has  endeavored  to  prevent  the  population  of  these 
States ;  for  that  purpose  obstructing  the  laws  for  naturalization 
of  foreigners ;  refusing  to  pass  others  to  encourage  their  migra- 
tions hither,  and  raising  the  conditions  of  new  appropriations 
of  lands. 

I  '^  "  He  has  obstructed  the  administration  of  justice  by  refus- 
ing his  assent  to  laws  for  establishing  judiciary  powers. 
/  /  "  He  has  made  judges  dependent  on  his  will  alone  for  the 
tenure  of  their  offices,  and  the  amount  and  payment  of  their 
salaries. 
Ai^y't/ii  itt-vy/^'IIo  has  erected  a  multitude  of  now  offices,  and  sent  hither 
^t^^r.ihi^\  swarms  of  officers  to  harass  our  people  and  eat  out  their  sub- 
r*..  i  • .  o  ;U>     stance. 
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'  S  "  He  has  kept  among  us,  in  times  of  peace,  standing  armies, 
without  the  consent  of  our  legislature. 

'  M  "  He  has  affected  to  render  the  militarv  independent  of, 
and  superior  to,  the  civil  power. 

I  V  "  He  has  combined,  with  others,"  [that  is,  with  the  lords 
and  commons  of  Britain]  "  to  subject  us  to  a  jurisdiction  for- 
eign to  our  constitution,  and  unacknowledged  by  our  laws; 
giving  his  assent  to  their  acts  of  pretended  legislation : 

'  "  For  quartering  large  bodies  of  armed  troops  among  us ; 

f>"For  protecting  them,  by  a  mock  trial,  from  punishment 
for  any  murders  which  they  should  commit  on  the  inhabitants 
of  these  States : 
I  ^  "  For  cutting  oil  our  trade  with  all  parts  of  the  world ; 

/■)"  For  imposing  taxes  on  us  without  our  consent ; 

^J)  ('  For  depriving  us,  in  many  cases,  of  the  benefits  of  trial 

•:  '  "  For  transporting  us  beyond  seas  to  be  tried  for  pretended 
offences ; 

^  »■'>  For  abolishing  the  free  system  of  English  laws  in  a  neigh- 
boring  province,  establishing  therein  an  arbitrary  government, 
and  enlarging  its  boundaries,  so  as  to  render  it  at  once  an  ex- 
ample and  fit  instrument  for  introducing  the  same  absolute 
rule  into  these  colonies ; 

/^  ."For  taking  away  our  charters,  abolishing  our  most  valu- 
able laws,  and  altering,  fundamentally,  the  forms  of  our  gov- 
ernments ; 
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,-,  Z^"  For  suspending  our  own  legislatures,  and  declaring  them- 
selves invested  with  power  to  legislate  for  us  in  all  cases  what- 
soever. 

</i  "  He  has  abdicated  government  here  by  deck  ring  us  out 
of  his  protection,  and  waging  war  against  us. 
l^/lfi  "  He  has  plundered  our  seas,  ravaged  our  coasts,  burnt  pur 
towns,  and  destroyed  the  lives  of  our  people. 
.  '^"He  is,  at  this  time,  transporting  large  armies  of  foreign 
mercenaries  to  complete  the  works  of  death,  desolation,  and 
tyranny,  already  begun,  with  circumstances  of  cruelty  and  per- 
fidy scarcely  paralleled  in  the  most  barbarous  ages,  and  totally 
unworthy  the  head  of  a  civiHzed  nation. 

"  He  has  constrained  our  fellow-citizens,  taken  captive  on 
the  high  seas,  to  bear  arms  against  then-  country,  to  become 
the  executioners  of  their  friends  and  brethren,  or  to  fall  them- 
selves by  their  hands. 

"  He  has  excited  domestic  insurrections  amongst  us,  and  has 
endeavored  to  bring  on  the  inhabitants  of  our  frontiers,  the 
merciless  Indian  savages,  whose  known  rule  of  warfare  is  an 
undistinguished  destruction  of  all  ages,  sexes,  and  conditions. 

jt"  In  every  stage  of  these  oppressions,  we  have  petitioned 
for  redress,  in  the  most  humble  terms ;  our  repeated  petitions 
have  been  answered  only  by  repeated  injury.  A  prince,  whose 
character  is  thus  marked  by  every  act  which  may  define  a 
tyrant,  is  unfit  to  be  the  ruler  of  a  free  people. 

"  Nor  have  we  been  wanting  in  attentions  to  our  British 
brethren.  We  have  warned  them,  from  time  to  time,  of  at- 
tempts by  their  legislature  to  extend  an  unwarrantable  jurisdic- 
tion over  us.  AVe  have  reminded  them  of  the  circumstances 
of  our  emigration  and  settlement  here.  We  have  appealed  to 
their  native  justice  and  magnanimity,  and  we  have  conjured 
them,  by  the  ties  of  our  common  kindred,  to  disavow  these 
usurpations,  which  would  inevitably  interrupt  our  connections 
and  correspondence.  They,  too,  have  been  deaf  to  the  voice, 
of  justice  aad  of  consanguinity.  We  must,  therefore,  acquiesce 
in  the  necessity  which  denounces  our  separation,  and  hold 
them,  as  we  hold  the  rest  of  mankind,  enemies  in  war,  in  peaeej.. 
friends. 

j-C^®'  therefore,  the  representatives  of  the  United  Stat3ss-. 
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OP  Ameuica,  in  General  Conouess  assembled,  appealing  to  the 
Supreme  Judge  of  the  world  for  the  rectitude  of  our  inten- 
tions, do,  in  the  name,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  good  people 
of  these  colonies,  solemnly  publish  and  declare.  That  these 
United  Colonies  are,  and  of  right  ought  to  be,  free  and  inde- 
pendent STATES ;  that  they  are  absolved  from  all  allegiance  to 
the  British  crown,  and  that  all  political  connexion  between 
them  and  the  state  of  Great  Britain  is,  and  ought  to  be,  totally 
dissolved ;  and  that,  as  Free  and  Independent  States,  they 
have  full  power  to  levy  war,  conclude  peace,  contract  alliances, 
establish  commerce,  and  to  do  all  other  acts  and  things  which 
Independent  States  may  of  right  do.  And,  for  the  support 
of  this  declaration,  with  a  firm  reliance  on  the  protection  of 
Divine  Providence,  wo  mutually  jjledge  to  each  other  our 
lives,  our  fortunes,  and  our  sacred  honor." 

This  immortal  state  paper  was  "  the  genuine  effusion  of  the 
soul  of  the  country  at  that  time,"  the  revelation  of  its  mind, 
'  when,  in  its  youth,  its  enthusiasm,  its  sublime  confronting  of 
danger,  it  rose  to  the  highest  creative  powers  of  which  man  is 
capable.     The  bill  of  rights  which  it  promulgates  is  of  rights 
that  are  older  than  human  institutions,  and  spring  from  the 
eternal  justice.     Two  political  theories  divided  the  world :  one 
founded  the  comnionwealth  on  the  advantage  of  the  state,  the 
policy  of  exp'ediehcy,  the  other  on  the  immutable  principles  of 
morals ;  the  new  republic,  as  it  took  its  place  among  the  powers 
of  the  world,  proclaimed  its  faith  in  the  trath  and  reality  and 
unchangeableness  of  freedom,  virtue,  and  right.     The  heart  of 
Jefferson  in  writing  the  declaration,  and  of  congress  in  adopting 
it,  beat  for  all  humanity ;  the  assertion  of  right  was  made  for 
the  entire  world  of  mankind  and  all  coming  generations,  with- 
out any  exception  whatever ;  for  the  proposition  which  admits 
of  exceptions  can  never  be  self-evident.     As  it  was  put  forth 
in  the  name  of  the  ascendent  people  of  that  time,  it  was  sure 
to  make  the  circuit  of  the  world,  passing  everywhere  through 
the  despotic  countries  of  Europe ;  and  the  astonished  aations, 
as  they  read  that  all  men  are  created  eq^ual,  started  out  o£-tlieir  . 
lethargy,  like  those  who  have  been  exiles  from  childhood,  when 
they  suddenly  hear  the  dimly  remembered  accents  of  their 
mother  tongue. 
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In  the  next  place,  the  declaration,  avoiding  specious  and 
vague  generalities,  grounds  itself  with  anxious  care  upon  the 
past,  and  reconciles  right  and  fact.  Of  universal  principles 
enough  is  repeated  to  prove  that  America  chose  for  her  own 
that  system  of  poHtics  which  recognises  the  rule  of  eternal  jus- 
Jtice  J  and  mdependence  is  vindicated  by  the  application  "brtliar 
rule  to  the  grievous  instructions,  laws,  and  acts,  proceeding 
from  the  king,  in  the  exercise  of  his  prerogative,  or  in  concur- 
rence with  the  lords  and  commons  of  Great  Britain.  The 
colonies  professed  to  drive  back  innovations,  and  not,  with 
roving  zeal,  to  overturn  all  traditional  inequalities ;  they  were 
no  rebels  against  the  past,  of  which  they  knew  the  present  to 
be  the  child ;  with  all  the  glad  anticipations  of  greatness  that 
broke  forth  from  the  prophetic  soul  of  the  youthful  nation, 
they  took  their  point  of  departure  from  the  world  as  it  was. 
They  did  not  declare  against  monarchy  itself ;  they  sought  no 
general  overthrow  of  all  kings,  no  universal  system  of  repul)- 
lics;  nor  did  they  cherish  in  their  hearts  a  lurking  hatred 
against  princes.  Till  within  a  few  years  or  months,  loyalty  to 
the  house  of  Ilauovcr  had  been  to  them  another  name  for  the 
love  of  civil  and  religious  liberty ;  the  British  constitution,  the 
best  system  that  had  ever  been  devised  for  the  security  of  lib- 
erty and  property  by  a  representative  government.  Neither 
Franklm,  nor  Washington,  nor  John  Adams,  nor  Jefferson, 
nor  Jay,  had  ever  expressed  a  preference  for  a  republic.  The 
voices  that  rose  for  independence  spoke  also  for  alHances  with 
kings.  The  sovereignty  of  George  III.  was  renounced,  not  be- 
cause he  was  a  king,  but  because  he  was  deemed  to  be  "  a 
tyrant." 

The  insurgents,  as  they  took  up  self-government,  manifest- 
ed no  impatience  at  the  recollection  of  having  been  ruled  by  a 
royal  line,  no  eagerness  to  blot  out  memorials  of  their  former 
state ;  they  sent  forth  no  Hugh  Peter  to  recommend  to  the 
mother  country  the  abolition  of  monarchy,  which  no  one  seems 
to  have  proposed  qr  to  have  wished ;  in  the  mpment  of  revolu- 
tion in  America,  they  did  not  counsel  the  English  to  undertaJce 
a  revolution.  The  republic  was  to  America  a  godsend;  it 
came,  though  unsought,  because  society  contained  the  elements 
of  no  other  organization.     Here,  and  in  that  century  here 
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only,  was  a  people  which,  bj  its  education  and  large  and  long 
experience,  was  prepared  to  act  as  the  depositary  and  carrier 
of  all  political  power.  America  developed  her  choice  from 
within  herself ;  and  therefore  it  is  that,  conscious  of  following 
an  inner  law,  she  never  made  herself  a  propagandist  of  her 
system,  where  the  conditions  of  success  were  wanting. 

Finally,  the  declaration  was  not  only  the  announceme  it  of 
the  birth  of  a  people,  but  the  establishment  of  a  national  gov- 
ernment ;  a  most  imperfect  one,  it  is  true,  but  still  a  govern- 
ment, in  conformity  with  the  limited  constituent  powers  which 
each  colony  had  conferred  upon  its  delegates  in  congress.  The 
war  was  no  longer  a  civil  war ;  Britain  was  become  to  the 
United  States  a  foreign  country.  Every  former  subject  of  the 
British  king  in  the  thirteen  colonies  now  owed  primary  allegi- 
ance to  the  dynasty  of  the  people,  and  became  a  citizen  of  the 
new  republic ;  ^cept  in  this,  everything  remained  aa  before ; 
every  man  retained  his  rights ;  the  colonies  did  not  dissolve 
into  a  state  of  nature,  nor  did  the  new  people  undertake  a  so- 
cial revolution.  The  management  of  the  internal  police  and 
government  was  carefully  reserved  to  the  sepa'-ate  states,  which 
could,  each  for  itself,  enter  upon  the  career  of  domestic  re- 
forms. But  the  states  which  were  henceforth  independent  of 
Britain  were  not  independent  of  one  another:  the  United 
States  of  America,  presenting  themselves  to  mankind  as  one 
people,  assumed  powers  over  war,  peace,  foreign  alliances,  and 
commerce. 

The  declaration  was  rot  signed  by  the  members  of  congress 
on  the  day  on  which  it  was  agreed  to,  but  it  was  duly  authen- 
ticated by  the  president  and  secretary,  and  published  to  the 
world.  The  nation,  when  it  made  the  choice  of  its  great  anni- 
versary, selected  not  the  day  of  the  resolution  of  independence 
when  it  closed  the  past,  but  that  of  the  declaration  of  the  prin- 
-ciples  on  which  it  opened  its  new  career. 
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COMPLETE  IN   SIX  VOLUMES,   OCTAVO. 

HISTORY  OF  THE 

UNITED    STATES, 

From  the  Discovery  of  the  Continent.     By  George  Bancroft. 

An  entirely  new  edition,  partly  rewritten  and 

thoroughly  revised. 


TAe  author  has  made  extensive  changes  in  the  text,  condensing  in  places,  en- 
larging in  others,  and  carefully  revising.  It  is  practically  a  new  work,  embody, 
ing  the  results  of  the  latest  researches,  and  enjoying  the  advantage  of  the  author's 
long  and  mature  experience. 

The  original  octavo  edition  was  in  twelvt  volumes.  The  present  edition  it 
complete  in  six  volumes,  octavo,  the  price  being  correspondingly  reduced. 


EXTRACTS    FROM    REVIEWS. 

"  The  merits  of  Bancroft's  '  History  of  the  United  States '  are  so  weU  known  that 
little  need  be  said  of  the  new  edition,  the  first  volume  of  which,  reaching  to  1688,  has 
just  been  published  in  very  handsome  form,  except  to  point  out  the  changes  since  the 
revision  of  1876.    One  of  the  most  prominent  *.c>  the  introduction  of  a  division  into 
three  parts,  beginning  respectively  at  1492,  1660,  and  1688.     With  each  part  begins  a 
new  numbering  of  the  chapters,  and  the  difference  thus  created  between  the  editions  is 
increased  by  the  frequent  separation  of  one  chapter  into  two  or  three.    Thus  what 
was  chapter  two  in  1876  becomes  chapters  two,  three,  and  four,  in  i88j,  and  what  was 
chapter  twenty-two  becomes  chapters  twelve,  thirteen,  and  fourteen,  of  part  second. 
In  all,  instead  of  .wenty-seven  chapters  there  are  thirty-eight.    The  total  length  is  not 
increased,  but  rather  diminished,  since  there  are  many  omissions,  for  instance,  of  Cap- 
tain John  Smith's  apocryphal  adventures  in  Hungary,  the  evidence  for  which,  coming 
solely  from  the  hero  himself,  probably  seems  wealier  than  ever  to  Mr.  Bancroft. 
Among  passages  which  will  not  be  missed  is  this  about  the  Quaker  martyrs :  '  They 
were  like  those  weeds  which  were  unsightly  to  the  eyes,  and  which  only  when  tram- 
pled give  out  precic      perfumes.'    Anciher  expunged  remark  is  that  Episcopalianism 
'  separating  itself  fi   ,11  Protestantism  could  acknowledge  no  equal  except  the  Orthodox 
Greek  Church  and  that  of  Rome.'    With  these  sentences  have  been  rejected  many 
whose  meaning  was  given  in  the  context,  such  curtailment  being  especially  common  at 
the  beginnmg  and  end  of  chapters.    The  account  of  the  character  of  James  I  is  greatly 
abridged,  and  maae  somewhat  less  severe.     In  the  place  of  the  charge  that  Oliver 
Cromwell's  ruling  motive  was  ambition,  is  the  acknowledgment  that  in  his  foreign 
policy  he  was  most  certainly  faithful  to  the  interests  of   England.    The  notice  of 
Luther  is  rewritten  and  enlarged,  mainly  by  apt  quotations  of  his  own  words.    There 
has  been  less  change  in  the  accounts  of  American  than  of  European  matters,  but  the 
most  important  addition,  anywhere,  is  that  of  two  pages  describing  and  praising  Cap- 
tain Smith's  government  of  Virginia.    Often,  whe)i;  iTieVajbpears  to  be  an  addition  or 
omission,  there  is  in  reality  only  atransgdruidt}. '  'Tft  v^i^-cl^gsof  changes  may  be 
attributed  to  greater  maturity  of  judgjnent,  ratherthan  to  diSc6very  of  new  material. 
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especially  as  no  notice  is  taken  of  recent  controversies  ;  for  instance,  whether  Colum- 
bus really  lies  buried  at  Havana  or  San  Domingo  ;  whether  the  Pilgrims  landed  ex- 
actly on  the  day  of  the  winter  solstice,  as  is  apparently  Bancroft's  opinion,  and  whether 
'  The  King's  Missive '  was  ever  sent,  as  told  by  Whittier.  Other  changes  aim  simply 
at  improvement  of  style.  The  volumes  are  printed  in  the  statelv  octavo  style  of  the 
first  edition,  which  seems  more  appropriate  to  such  a  standard  work  than  the  cheaper 
form  of  the  other  revision.  "—^w/o«  Advertise 

"  On  comparing  this  work  with  the  corr-ponding  volume  of  the  '  Centenary ' 
edition  of  1876,  one  is  surprised  to  see  how  extensive  changes  the  author  has  found 
desirable,  even  after  so  short  an  interval.  The  first  thing  that  strikes  one  is  the  in- 
creased number  of  chapters,  resulting  from  subdivision.  The  first  volume  contains 
two  volumes  of  the  original,  and  is  divided  in'o  thirty-eight  chapters  instead  of  eight- 
een. This  is  in  itself  an  improvement.  But  the  new  airangement  is  not  the  result 
merely  of  subdivision  :  the  matter  is  rearranged  in  such  a  manner  as  vastly  to  increase 
the  lucidity  and  continuousness  of  treatment.  In  the  present  edition  Mr.  Bancroft  re- 
turns to  the  principle  of  divisioL  into  periods,  abandoned  in  the  '  Cf  ntenary '  edition. 
His  division  is,  however,  a  new  one.  As  the  permanent  shape  taken  by  a  great  histor- 
ical work,  this  new  arrangement  is  certainly  an  improvement."— TV/s  JVcMon  (Nev) 
York).  ^ 

"  In  modifying  the  narrative,  Mr.  Bancroft  tells  us  that  his  chief  aims  were  accuracy 
and  lucidity,  and  that '  no  well-founded  criticism  that  has  been  seen,  whether  made  here 
or  abroad,  with  a  good  will  or  a  bad  one,  has  been  neglected.'  Apparently  no  new 
material  of  particular  moment  has  been  insi^rted,  although  several  sketches  of  famous 
characters  have  been  rewritten  either  entirely  or  in  part.  The  work  as  a  whole  is  in 
better  shape,  and  is  of  course  more  authoritative  than  ever  before.  This  last  revision 
will  be  without  doubt,  both  from  its  desirable  form  and  accurate  text,  the  stc.idard 
one." — Boston  Traveller. 

"  It  has  not  been  granted  to  many  historians  to  devote  half  a  century  to  the  history 
of  a  single  people,  and  to  live  long  enough,  and,  let  us  add,  to  be  willing  and  wise 
enough,  to  revise  and  rewrite  in  an  honored  old  age  the  work  of  a  whole  lifetime. 
This  good  fortune  has  been  granted  to  Mr.  Bancroft,  and  he  has  largely  profited  by  it, 
as  have  also  the  majority  of  readers  among  his  own  countrymen,  who,  when  American 
history  is  in  question,  go  at  once  to  his  volumes  as  to  an  authoritative  tribunal,  and 
abide  by  his  decisions,  which  in  no  case  of  any  c-onsequence,  we  believe,  have  ever 
been  seriously  or  for  long  disturbed." — New  York  Mail  and  Express, 

"  The  extent  and  thoroughness  of  this  revision  would  hardly  be  guessed  without 
comparing  the  editions  side  by  side.  The  condensation  of  the  text  amounts  to  some- 
thing over  one  third  of  the  previous  edition.  There  has  also  been  very  considerable 
recasting  of  the  text.  On  the  whole,  our  examination  of  the  first  volume  leads  us  to 
believe  that  the  thought  of  the  historian  loses  nothing  by  the  abbreviation  of  the  text, 
A  closer  and  later  approximation  to  the  best  results  of  scholarship  and  criticism  is 
reached.  The  public  gains  by  its  more  compact  brevity  and  in  amount  of  matter,  and 
in  economy  of  time  and  money." — The  Independent  {New  York). 

"  Ws  have  made  a  comparison  of  the  first  volume  with  the  edition  of  1876,  and  find 
that  the  work  has  been  largely  recast,  the  arrangement  of  the  chapters  and  the  minor 
divisions  has  bejn  changed,  many  portions  have  been  rewritten,  and  no  pains  have 
been  spared  in  making  necessary  corrections  as  the  result  of  criticism  on  the  work  or  of 


« 


4 


4 


H 


ether  Colum- 
QS  landed  ex- 
and  whether 
s  aim  simply 
3  style  of  the 
1  the  cheaper 

'  Centenary ' 
)r  has  found 
one  is  the  iu- 
ime  contains 
ead  of  eight- 
lot  the  result 
y  to  increase 
Bancroft  re- 
ary '  edition, 
great  histor- 
'^ation  {New 

rere  accuracy 
er  made  here 
!ntly  no  new 
;s  of  famous 
1  whole  is  in 
last  revision 
he  stc.idard 

5  the  history 
ng  and  wise 
ole  lifetime, 
rofited  by  it, 
n  American 
ribunal,  and 
e,  have  ever 

ised  without 
Its  to  some- 
:onsiderabIe 
I  leads  us  to 
of  the  text, 
criticism  is 
matter,  and 

;6,  and  find 
1  the  minor 
pains  have 
;  work  or  of 


Bancroft's  History  of  the  United  States.-(cV«//««,^.) 


4 


further  mvest,gat.on      Many  who  purchased  the  last  edition  will  regret  that  they  did 
not  wau   or  the  author's  final  revisions  ;  but  we  presume  that  he  h^d  no  intention  at 

o ir  I.""  ""'  "'  r "^  °^^'  "^^  ^^"^^  ^^•"'  --  '^  ^«  ^-d  '^-  hope  of  "ng 
Z^f     i  1  \'°'""  °^  ^'"''■^'  congratulation  that  his  life  and  vigor  have  been 

cS^tToe  o'n  JooH  r''  ^"''  •''"'^'  ''  ^  '"'"^  ^P^'^""^"  °^  book-making.  in 

clear  type,  on  good  paper,  and  is  neatly  bound.  "-Ai^zt,  Vor^  Observer. 

"  During  the  half-century,  or  almost  that  time,  since  the  issue  of  Mr.  Bancroft's 
first  volume,  much  new  light  has  been  shed  upon  the  characters  and  events  of  L 
penod  covered  by  the  '  History.' and  no  small  proportion  of  it  is  due  o  he  con 
ZTt  f:°"nt'^y/'^«  ->"™^3  -  they  successively  appeared.  Mr.  Ban  1  t  stoi 
8,6  'when  r^'^^'l'^'^'  r'"  ""  '""^  "'"^  ^°'  "^^  -"«  °f  the  revisedTdUion^f 
^ledd^rilT  y''/  ''  ''^^d  carefully  studied  the  criticisms  his  work  had 

received  durmg  the  precedmg  forty-two  years  and  had  profited  by  them      Now  comes 
vork^Trtr';'''  ^e  is  engaged  in  a  thorough  and  last  revision  of  th^  who^e 
Ire  1;  J^^;^y°^"'"^^/  the  orlnn.!  edition,  and  the  two  volumes  issued  last  yea 
are  to  be  wholly  revised,  rewritten  where  necessary-,  and  the  twelve  volumes  onhe 

SXnTLTcuS  'ir  '^ir^  •^'^^^  ^°^"'"^^-  -""^^  -"-  wor:iif t 

Z^Zy  7^f''^.V7^^f  thepnceof  the  original  edition,  while,  judging  by  the  first 
.ns  aliment,  it  will  certainly  lose  nothing  by  comparison  s;  far  a  appfaranre  goes  f  "d 
will  be  more  valuable  as  embodying  the  latest  information  and  conta^ningTMit 
touclies  of  the  author's  hand."-a^t.^/<7«^  (Ohio)  Herald.  *'°"'^°'"S  th-  last 

"  There  is  nothing  to  be  said  at  this  day  of  the  value  of  '  Bancroft '    Ttc  ,..»»,     •» 
13  no  longer  in  dispute,  and  as  a  piece  of  vLd  and  realLi   hi!torS trit    g^fst  "^ 
among  the  best  works  of  its  class      It  mav  h«  f  ,i.»„  t  .  j         wnung  it  stands 

ed.    Someumes  »holc  paragraphs  have  bten  cut  out  ■  still  oflemr  1T,7.T 

of  a  youthful  style  have  been  carefully  pruned  and    ho  ^Ji  h  1  ^  '^"'""f »°» 

sobriety  and  efrect."-^/„y.^,4„„V,^L^    ^'  "'"  ^^^  ""  ^=^  »>«"'=«  '» 

..:ZTsr;^itrprtr^nr»SL^^^^^^^^^ 

and  published  at  half  the  pn'ce  of  the  or,grnarSoi;TL;;t  U-Ta.TlT' 
in  the  ,„t-as  of  Captain  John  Sntith's  a*e°  „S„  riun«;     50^7' 

"  Mr.  Bancroft's  C:.t  volume  appeared  in  1S34.  and  he  has  been  engaged  upon  the 
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history  almost  ever  since  he  was  a  student  at  Gottingen,  The  re-issue  of  the  work,  so 
that  each  part  should  be  what  his  later  opinion  approved,  can  hardly  be  more  satis- 
factory to  the  venerable  historian  than  it  is  to  the  generation  which  first  approaches 
his  great  work  in  the  final  forms  of  its  literary  execution.  In  this  final  revision  Mr 
Bancroft  has  not  only  corrected  all  mistakes  and  errors  of  fact,  so  far  as  they  have 
been  ascertained,  but  has  revised  the  style,  taken  the  wind  out  of  pompous  sentences 
and  brought  the  whole  work  within  the  laws  of  good  writing  and  within  the  unity  of 
plan  with  which  he  had  set  out  at  the  beginning.  Thus  far  he  has  removed  many  of 
the  objections  which  stood  against  his  history  as  a  work  of  permanent  value  ;  and 
there  is  a  certain  solid,  thorough,  substantial  characier  to  his  great  history  which  gives 
it  a  permanent  weight  in  the  world  of  letters.  The  work  now  takes  rank  with  the 
best  histories  of  the  school  of  philosophical  narrative  to  which  the  author  b'-loncs  "— 
Boston  Herald.  '      ^ 

"  The  marvelous  industry  and  the  earnest  conscientiousness  which  the  venerable 
historian  exhibits  in  revising,  recasting,  and  in  part  rewriting  the  great  work  of  his 
life,  not  only  compel  respect  and  admiration  on  their  own  account,  but  they  become 
also  the  strongest  guarantees  of  the  accuracy  of  his  scholarship,  of  his  fidelity  to  truth, 
of  the  exalted  conception  which  he  entertains  of  his  task,  and  therefore  of  the  stib- 
stantial  exceUence  of  his  history.  The  edition  of  1876  exhibited  no  little  pruning  and 
correction  ;  but  the  author  has  again  gone  over  the  entire  field,  and,  with  a  care  and 
devotion  worthy  of  the  theme  and  of  his  reputation,  has  wrought  what  he  says  must 
be  nis  last  revision.  This  latest  edition  wiU  be  sought  by  many  who  have  for  years 
been  familiar  with  its  predecessors.  The  publishers  deserve  credit  for  presenting  sj 
great  a  work  in  such  excellent  guise,  and  the  author  may  accept  it  as  a  noblejrtSnu- 
ment  to  perpetuate  his  fame.  But  may  he  be  spared  to  add  many  chapi^to  his 
history,  and  bring  it  down  to  a  later  period  !  "—Utica  {N.  Y.)  Herald. 

"With  Portrait  of  the  Author. 
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